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By
JOHN FERRIAR, M. D.
PHYSICIAN TO THE MANCHESTER INFIRMABRY,
AND LUNATIC HOSPITAL.

Hzc medendi di‘iﬁ.ﬂiﬂa si cum hyjothefice splendore, fastu et magnificentia
conferatur, tenuis quidem, imo vilis ac contempenda videbitur. At in
illa nihil salutaris nee vitalis inest, verum mira duntaxat ramorum, folio-
rumve luxuries, ad aspectum quidem pulchra, sed statim Mmm, ubi
primum eam novitatis grafiz tangquam succus defecerit, Hee vero, cum
non ex rebus fictis, commentitiisgue constet, non ostentalionis, nec inanis,
sed qua in eurandis hominibus sifa est verm, gravis, solideque plorie
copida, nec ad ostentandos flores, sed ad uberrimes; et jucundissimos
fructus proferendos comparata, in dies magis, magisque crescit, ac
vegetior fif, : :

Bagliv. Prax, Med. Lib, I, Cap. i.
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DEDICATION

TO THE ,
~ Original Edition of the First Volume.
| e

TO

THOMAS PERCIVAL, M. D.

F. R. 8. &c.

DEAR SIR,

THuE ceremony of dedication is
generally so useless, or s humiliating,
as to detract considerably from the

dignity of men of letters. But medical
| authors, having the good fortune to
write for their proper judges, are most
inexcusable, if they solicit any other
patronage than that of proﬁassional
merit. In giving the ornament of
your name to this little book, there-
fore, I only place my work, under its

' . natural
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viil DEDICATION.

natural protector, a medlcal phﬂnao-
pher, ‘zealous for the improvement of
his science, and not fess distinguished
by liberality of eonduct towards his
younger brethren of the _pmf&sion,
than by those qualities which have

gained him, in so eminent a degree,
the confidence of the public.

_ Whﬁn I add the consideration, that
I}m‘ﬁ the happiness of addressing a
friend, as well disposed to favour, as .
ent‘iﬂéd to decide the fortune of thése- :
pages, it is wnth singular pleamre that
I embrace thls _opportunity of acknow-
1.edg1_ng myself,
 DEAR SIR,
 Your mos-l: obliged,

BANCHESTER, and mU'St Gbﬁdlfﬂt servant,.

WMovelyistraet, 4aril30) 19792,
s THE AUTHOR.
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xii  Prefuce io the Present Edition.

have elapsed since the first volume
made its appearance, during which
my opportanities of observation have
- been “greatly ‘enlarged, I could not
- think of again meeting the public eye,
without introducing Isome_ degree of

alteration and improvement.

- Inthe preseﬁf: state of the profession,
a critical view of our actual knowledge
of diseases, and of the prevailing me-
~thods of treatment, would be a most
valuable work, if JHdlBlOUSly executed
To an individual, great benefit must
a]ways result, ﬁ‘om reviewing his own
Opmmns and pract,lce, from rejudging
h1mgelﬂ and endeavouring to 1m_p1_.'ove

Ol
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xiv  Preface to the Present Edition.

“ Primbque,” says Celsus, «“ Medendi
“ Scientia Sapientiee pars habebatur,
“ ut et morborum curatio, et rerum
“ naturee contemplatio sub ilisdem au-
“ toribus nata sit: scilicet his maximé
“¢ requirentibus qui corporum suorum
“ robora quieta cogitatione, nocturna-
“ que Vigilia minuerant.  Ideoque
“ multos ex Sapientia” professoribus
“ peritos ejus fuisse, accepimus.” And
even the elder Pliny, who has said so
many severe fine things against me-
dical men, has assigned an august
Gfigin to medicine itself; « Diis pﬂ.-
“ mum inveﬁtores Su0s éssignavit, et

“cxlo dicavit: necnon et hodie mul-

: “ tifariam
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Prr;fﬂc{ to the Present Edition. - Xv

“ tifariam ab oraculis medicina peti-
* tur.” * %

1t was my original intention to have
published a volume of this work, once
in three or four years, for which my
practice would furnish sufficient mate-
rials, and which might have been
executed by the regular Ie',mployment .
of a moderate portion of time, but in

this design I have been disappointed :

O yag ta wivos ana@ry o Apyupdmof@- Eyepey.
Ingd. E. 1. 517,

% Plinii Hist, Natural. Lib, xxix, Priem.
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xviil  Preface to the First Edition.

with precision many facts in the
history of diseases, and for appreciQ
ating the valiie of established methods
of cure.hl' Some part of the fruits of _
such advantages should therefore re-
vert to the public, in acknowledgment
of the good it bestows. And some-
thing may be added to the stock of

science, by unwearied attention to a

|
]
|
|

considerable number of patients, in-

discﬁminately taken, in a great town.

The history. of diseases has been
much E:In'i«:hed;r since the publication
of Lord Verulam’s Treatise on thel i
Advancement of Sciences; in which,.
with his usual sagacity, he has recom-
] Iﬁended full descriptions of the morbid.

appearances
LE :
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xx  Prefuce io the First Edition.
shionable at present, of publishing
single cases, appears not well calcu-
lated to enlarge our knowledge, either
of the nature or cure of diseases.*
On a single insfan-c}: of success, how-
ever faithfully delivered, no point of
pracﬁce can rest; and although mi-
nuteness in descriptions of the natural
course of symptoms is recommended
by our best systematic writers, since
- Lord Verulam, yet the great and
unnecessary prolixity of modern case-
writers could never be intended by
them; it is opposite, indeed, to the

method of every author, eminent in

~* Dr. Sydenham has expressed the same opinion
of the inutility of publishing single cases.

this
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Preface to the First Edition.  xxi

this particular. Half a page of Are-
teeus, Celsus, or Sydenham conveys
more circumstances, and with a more
lively impression, to the reader, than
manf sheets of languid narration. ¥
One would imagine, Ithat .Quintilif_an
was propheéying'_of the latter sort of
_ﬁl_ﬁdicﬂ.l style, in his Chapter De Per-
spicuitate, “ Est etiam in qui._husdam;
& turi::a inanium verborum, qui dum
w communem loquendi morenﬁ refor-

“ midant, ducti specie nitoris, circu-

# Neque quidpiam magis historiz naturalis medicz
veritatem, fidelitatemque labefactavit, quam libido
Auctorum in eadem exornanda, nevis et elegantibus
loquendi formulis, sebtilibus speculationibas, copiosis
auctorum citationibus, similibusque Lectorum gratia
excogitatis, Bagliv. Prax. Med. p. 172.

B3 “ meunt
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xxii  Preface to the First Edition.

“ meunt omnia copiosa loquacitate que

“ dieere volunt.”

In the succeeding selection, the
cases are generally given as briefly
as .pos.sible. - My - principal aim has
been, to conclude, by direct induction
from a sufficient number of fa.cts,'. Te-
specting the effects of certain modes
of practice.* 1 have found, 'by some
length of experience, that it is abso-
lutely necessary for a phyﬁi'cialj, who

wounld do justice to his patients, to

* 1f some exceptions should appear among these
cases, I hope it is chiefly owing to the singularity of
the complaint described, or to the necessity of eluci-

dating a "ﬁmticu_lar train of symptoms in a minute

manner.

keep
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Preface to the First Edition. XXii1

keep a regular account of his success
in the treatment of difficult ~di_se';.a|:,ses.‘* |
Sﬁme_ particular combinations, against
~which the severest mind cannot alﬁ*ays
guard itself, or some partial chain.:.(_}f
events connected with the exhibition
of a medicine, will frec_]u.gnﬂy_ lead
him to false conclusions, if 'he- trust

his memory alone, or neglect mng' to

* Hanc vero remediorum intimiorem cognitionem
animo rite concipiendi, vix certior, rectior et com-
pendiosior datur via, ac per observationes et morborum-
historias, qua simul medicaminom propinatorum usum,
genuinam applicationem et certos effectns recenfent
atque complectuntur. Et hinc demum vera, certa et
‘non fallax de remediorum viribus et efficacia, qﬁa:
tantopere in desiderio est, experientia, proficiscitur et

medenti innotescit, Hoffman, tom. 1. sect. 1. cap. 2.

B 4. 2 gdﬂjust:
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xxiv  Preface to the First Edition.

adjust his Adversaria. The instances
of good or ill success are 'lillzewise
often separated by intervals ofi._ time,
and other pursuits, which dead%n or
obliterate the force of compm}ilson.t
By supporting a journal of the tllﬁaﬂ
ment and events of certain diseé}ﬁes, :
on the contrary, a physician sﬁppfies
himself With data, on which he can
reason. with confidence, and act with
sat_isfhction, in forming a pla.n' of cure

for every new patient.

One of the chief obstacles to accu-
racy in relating observations, has been
the unhappy proneness of medical
writers to form systems. Such gen-

- tlemen
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Preface to the First Edition. xxv

tlemen would do well to read Mr.
Locke’s chapters on the abuse of
language. A system ought to be
nothing more than an arrangement
of facts, in convenient order for the
memory. So. far, systems are ”neithe;r -
true nor false; it is only of importance
that the facts comprehended be true
~and well told. Yet to the false idol
of system, particular truths, which
are our proper objects, have too often
been sacrificed. As I have long since
resigned all exclusive preferehce for
any system, and contented myself
with using whatever each contains
applicable to practice, the freedom
of these cases will not, Probably, be
disputed.

1 have
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xxvi Preface to the First Edition.

I have endeavpured to avoid many
quoﬁﬁt‘ions.* When any passage of
importance occurred to me, connected
with a series of my observations, 1
have endeavoured to recal it. But T

have been at no pains to ascertain
 whether any detached: facts had: been
anticipated. Few claims to originality
in medical books can now be sup-
ported. The assertion of a spasmodic
state of the extreme vessels, in the
cold stage of fevers, for example,

commonly ascribed to- Dr. Hoffman,

* It was smartly and justly said, however, by
Gabriel Naudé (who seldom ventured to hold an opi-
nion, for which he could net pr;::&uce classical authority)
~ that they only are averse to quotations who never

expect to be quoted themselves.

was
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' Prgfa:;"e to the First E_dftim. XXVi
was first made by Dr. Piens, in his
comprehensive Treatise De  Febre.
But when T have entered on the use
of ‘a medicine, on the authority of
any writer, I have always been care-
ful to “compare * his 'éxPerienlce with
f mine, and to make every necessary
allowance where a variation appeared.
Every man is partial to his own ex-
perieﬂcé, and reckons it sure; and 1
havé’- used my "-I.ItIIlOSt._ caution not -
to urge my conclusions beyond the
 strength-of the facts.

Ttk Essay on the origin of con-
.t'agioﬁs and new Diseases, was written
for the Literary and Philosophical
Society of Manchester, and perhaps

may
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xxviii  Preface to the First Edition.

may be misplaced in this volume.
Its principal object, indeed, is not
entirely medical; iﬁlﬂt- as it suggests a
motive for active benevolence, which
has been little considered before, and
invo}fes many topics connected with
one part of the observations, I have
ventured to insert it, in hopes that its

design may cover its faults.

Before T conclude, I cannot a_void
acknowledging my obligations, for the
design of this little work, and for
several practical hints pursued in it,

“to the valuable publications of Dr.
Home. In his Medical Facts and Ex-
' periments, and his Clinical Experiments,
Histories and Dissections, he has pointed

out
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32 SINGULAR PARALYTIC AFFECTION.

with great difficulty, and very imper-
fectly, till the fit was over, which was
completed in the course of half an hour.
The paroxysm returned once in two
or three hours, observing precisely the
same course. His head was not af-
fected, during any part of its duration,
either with pain or giddiness; nor had
any indications of a paralytic disorder
preceded the attack. His bowels were
in a regular state. His tongue was
white.

I examined his hand with particular
care, but could not discover any marks
~ of injury about it; and he did not
recollect, after repeated inquiries, that
it had sustained any violence. I ordered
a blister to be immediately applied to
.the outside of the fore-arm, in the
direction of the radius, with the view
of stimulating the principal nerves sup-
plying the fingers, and prescribed a
gentle laxative. :
The

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 25 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=25

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 26 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=26

84 ONCOMMON SPASMODIC CASE.

AN UNCOMMON SPASMODIC CASE,
. SUCCESSFULLY TREATED.

E. W. a girl of -thirteen, had an
eruption over the whole surface of the
skin, ‘of ©an herpetic - character, ‘and
exquisitely sore.  She  complained also
“of 'violent pain in her’ stomach, which
seized her at uncertain times, and was
- always followed by general convulsions,
about the commencement of which her
jaws became locked, and could not be
separated till the close of the paroxysm.
The duration of the fits 'was very un=
equal; generally about three or four
hours; but sometimes a 'su{jcessibn_ of
them would happen  for twenty-four
hours, ‘with hardly a perceptible inter-
val. ' d '

I gave her small doses of opium,
frequently repeated, during her inter-

mIsslons,
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‘UNCOMMON SPASMODIC CASE. 35
missions, but without effect. Her jaws
locked so speedily after the beginning
of the fit, that no medicine could be
introduced into the stomach during its
continuance; and it was evident, that
the ~only hope of a cure rested on pre-
venting the accession, by remedies “ex-
hibited at the first signs of its approach
I therefore directed her mother, on the
appearance of languor and uneasiness
which preceded the pain, to make her
swallow a p1ll compoqéd of’ half 2
grain of opium, two grains Gf muak
and two of caniphor and to i‘epaat
the dose every quarter or half hour
(to a certain eﬁ;tent) according to the
progress of the fit. ~After some fruit--

less trials, in Whmh five glams of
opium were given “before the jaws

locked, finding the patient sink very
fast under intolerable and almost con-
stant agony, I determined to try the
effect of the combmation in its full
'extent At the approach of a fit (the

C2 intermissions’
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36 < UNCOMMON SPASMODIC CASE.

intermissions of which scarcely allowed
her time to receive any food) ten grains
of opium, a scruple of musk, and a
scruple of camphor were thrown in.
. The consequence was, that the pain was
immediately relieved; the jaw did not
fix: and the convulsions ceased. The
~ irritation on the surface was so great,
that she had very little sleep during the
night; and next day the usual signs of
a fit appeared, but an equal dose of
the pills being administered, the threaten-
ing symptoms went off, and left her
tolerably easy. After several repulses
of this kind, the tendency to renew
the paroxysms gradually ceased, and
the opiate was proportionably dimi-
nished. The eruption decayed in the
same proportion with the fits; and in
a shorter time than I had expected,
her skin was entirely clear, and she was
able to work as usual. - |

I haveloccasiohally inquired after her,

and found that che has continued per-
| | _ fectly
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UNCOMMON SPASMODIC CASE. 37

fectly well. It 1s now two years from
the attack.

It was very remarkable, that while
she used so large a quantity of opium,
the effects of which were so powerful
on the system, she never slept above
four or five hours together, and then
~only in the night. I have observed
the same ‘circumstance in other cases,
where opium has been extensively em-
ployed. = And I believe that, with
prudence and attention in augmenting
the doses, the fullest benefits may be
derived from that remedy, without dan-
ger or inconvenience,

It must be observed, however, that
fatal consequences have sometimes fol-
lowed the large exhibition of opium.
See a remarkable case in_ Dr. Percival’s
Essays Medical and Experimental, vol. I.
p. 421. When such doses are con-
tinued for a length of time, it is
always proper fo interpose a laxative

C3 onde
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38 . 'REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

once in two days, and where the symp-
toms are not very urgent, to intermit
the use of the opium for twelve or
twenty-four  hours.  The state of the
pulse, and every circumstance  indi-
cating the state of the vital functions,
must be carefully attended to, during
such a course; and the practitioner .
must always remember, in such cases,
that while a proper degree of boldness
is necessary to effect a cure, temerity
‘may produce an irreparable evil. .

"REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

I do not remember to have seen
any comparison instituted. among the
various methods of reducing the swel-
lings, by increasing the quantity of
urine in 'thi_s disorder. The whole
tribe of diuretics 1s . acknowledged to
be uncertain, and often to disappoint

the
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REMEDIES OF DROPSY. 59

“the most rational expectations.  “Prac-

titioners - are therefore perpetually ~in
search of new remedies belonging to
this class, and are too apt to over-rate
the value of such discoveries. An “ap-
preciation of the diuretics we already
possess would perhaps be more service-
able to medicine, than the addition of
any single article of this kind. The
following ‘cases contain some facts of
this nature, respecting a few of the
principal remedies employed in dropsy.
A series of observations, continued on
the same plan, may perhaps introduce,
if not a more successful, yet a safer
‘mode of practice in this formidable
disease. U6 2

DIGITALIS.
HISTORY 1.
Sarah Irlam, upwards of sixty years

of_age, became gradually anasarcous,
| C 4 and
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40 REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

and when I saw her first was so much
swelled, 'as to be totally unwieldy.
Her urine was very scanty. She took
~one grain of digitalis, and in the course
of a few hours voided a great quantity
- of urine. She took another grain next
day, which retarded her pulse, and oc-
casioned wviolent sickness, The swel-
lings were completely reduced in three
or four days, |

HISTORY 1L

John Wilson, aged twenty-eight, had
both ascites and anasarca. His belly
and legs were excessively distended,
and he had a tormenting cough and
dyspncea. He took one grain of digi-
talis daily. ~ His urine increased in
quantity but slowly. He then took
a grain and half every day, ' which
produced a large flow of urine, steadily
supported, and cured him perfectly, to
all appearance, in the course of a fort-
night. He will be heard of again.

' T HISTORY
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REMEDIES OF DROPSY. -4:.1

HISTORY III.

Elizabeth Hall, aged thirty-one, had
become anasarcous by slow degrees, and
the swelling began to make considerable
progress.  She took half an ounce of
the infusum digitalis twice a day, with-
out any considerable_ effect at first; I
then interposed a grain of ' gamboge
and half an ounce of cream of tartar,
once or twice a -week, acqording to
the quantity of urine; continuing the
digitalis on the other days. The urine
now flowed largely; the swellings re-
ceded, and left her entirely in less than
three weeks.

K

HISTORY 1IV.

John Dawson, aged fifty-five, affected
with ascites and anasarca, took one
grain of digitalis every day. He was
cured of his dropsy in the course of
a month, and no complaint remained

but
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492 REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

but a cough, which was removed in
a few weeks by the common pectoral
medicines.

HISTORY V.

James Heys, aged twenty-seven, was -
received into the hospital, with anasarca
and ascites, excessively swelled, and
voiding very little urine. He took
one grain of digitalis daily, which pro-

- moted a great discharge of urine, and
“he went out perfectly cured in three
weeks. S

HISTORY VL

Elizabeth Atherton, aged nineteen,
was affected with a considerable degree
of anasarca, and an incipient ascites.
She took digitalis in increasing doses,
to the extent of four grains a day;
once or twice a week, a purgative com-
posed of gamboge and cream of tartar,
in the proportions already mentioned,

' was
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REMEDIES OF DROPSY. 43

was interposed. She was cured in the
space of two months.

. HISTORY VIIL. = i

~.Ellen Farrar, admitted, April 11,
1791, aged nineteen, had anasarcous
swellings of the lower extremities, and
a' scarcity ‘of urine. She complained

-

likewise of oppression at her breast, -

of disturbed sleep, and some dégi'ee of

orthopnza. She took one grain of
digitalis daily, and occasional doses of
gamboge and cream of tartar. She was
discharged, cured, on the twenty-fifth
of May. |

HISTORY VIII.

- Margaret Dewrden, aged nine, was

admitted, August 8, 1791, The ab-
domen was greatly distended, and a
strong fluctuation was felt on percus-
sion. Her urine was very scanty, her
thirst great; with a white tongue, and

' hurried
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hurried pulse, ‘and a teizing cough:
She began immediately to take a grain
of digitalis every day, in an ounce of
infusum gentiana  compositum. . The
urine increased in a day or two, and
continued, for six weeks, to flow
largely ; ‘her swelling decreased, and
she had from two to three stools daily.
She was discharged, cured, in the fol-
lowing December. | -

v

HISTORY IX.

Elizabeth Bailey, aged twenty-five,
was onie of the unfortunate persons on
whom a large manufactory fell, in
winter, 1791. She receiyed a severe
blow from a large piece of timber, on .
the left side of the chest, and was
otherwise bruised, mn consequence of
which she was under the care of a
surgeon for some time, When I ad-
mitted her on the thirtieth of May,
her Iegs and feet were much swelled ;

she
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she ~was thirsty, had a cough, and
was subject to orthopneea, particularly in
the night. Her_sleep_ was broken; she
often complained  of oppression and
pain in her breast, and of pain about
the middle of her left arm, which was
always aggravated, when her breast
was most unéasy. - Her face, at such
times was slightly cedematous. — Her
urine was diminished in quantity. On
the third of June, she began to take
one grain a-day of digitalis.  Her
swellings then lessened, and her urine,
in general, was much increased. A
violent head-ach made blisters behind
the ears necessary, on the fifteenth of
June; and the pain in her side and
left arm became so troublesome, on the
third of July, that a blister was then
directed to her side. And as she com-
plained of costiveness and flatulence,
which even prnduced the globus hyste-'
ricus, about the end of June the sto-
machic or feetid pﬂls were occasmnally

given
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given, and ‘a vomit was once directed:
But the use of the digitalis ‘was steadily
pursued without augmentation,  till the
twenty-secend of July, ‘when all her
- symptoms were so much mitigated, ‘that
T consented to her desire of leaving the
house. * The swellings were completely
reduced, and the pains little, if at all
troublesome. T believe she has since
relapsed. - ' | |

HISTORY X.

John Rowbottom, aged sixteen, was
admitted on the seventh of March,
1791. His complaint was of con-
siderable duration.  The belly was
much enlarged, with a sensible fluctu-
ation; the legs and feet anasarcous,
~and the face cedematous. His urine
WRS deficient, his tongue white, and
his thirst excessive. A florid “circum-
scribed redness of the cheeks, accom-
pamed him through the whole disease,

: and
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~ and’he complained of a cough. - But
his' pulse - was tremulous and. jarring
ina:lmest extraordinary degree, and
finding, on inquiry, that he had been
long: subject - to  distressing ' palpitations
of the heart, "I examined its' motion
with attention.’ On applying my ' ‘hand _
to ‘the usual 'place, T found ‘agreat
expansion of the pulsatlon every’ way:
the apex could be felt dlstmcﬂy to strike
‘between the elghth and ninth' ribs.
He now told, that -the palpitations had
preceded the swellings ; that he 'had
often felt pains striking across' his
breast; and had sometimes dlscharged
a little blood by the mouth. ~He was
put upon a course of digifalis, *beg—iﬁ«é
ning with a“grain a day, and two days
afterwards was ordered the _.H$Ual"dose
of gamboge and cream of tartar.  This
did ‘not operate, and I found it neces-
sary to give four grains of ‘gamboge
and half an ounce of cream of tartar,
ﬂhmh purged him from four to six

; times,

L]
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times. .« Half the quantity of gamboge
answered afterwards. ©~ No remarkable
benefit was derived from his medicines
for some time. = His habit was: very
costive, and the purgavive was so often
required, that the regular use of: the
digitalis-was not begun till the ‘middle
of Apnl. ' His swellings, then began to
give -way ; he took  at last two grains
daily. On the fifth of June, he was
almost entirely emptied; and was then
made an out-patient, at his own earnest
request. - The dilatation of the heart
did not seem to proceed with much
rapidity.  Little difference could be
perceived in it, when he left the house.
On the fifteenth of September, he ap-
plied to me again, and was re-admitted.
His swellings were now much greater,
and his difficulty of breathing was very
harrassing; the scrotum was distended
to such a degree, that the penis was
almost buried. = His urine was again
scanty. - The heart pow seemed more

dilated,

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 41 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=41

REMEDIES OF DROPSY. 49

dilated, and the _pu_lsatioﬁ felt more
remote. His scrotum was immediately
scarified very gently, and the following
bolus was ordered to be taken at bed-
time;

_ R. Pulv. Scill. arid. gr. v.

~Jalap. gr. vi.
- Calomel. gr. ii. Conserv. Ros. q. s. M.

On the -sixteenth, his scrotum was
reduced by draining, and his urine
was increased. The bolus had purged
him thrice. “He was every way easier.
On the seventeenth, the small inci-
sions on the scrotum were healed ; '_bLit_
as his urine flowed still more freely,
I trusted to the bolus, which had been
given every night, and generally pro-
duced about two stools in twenty-four
hours. His swellings then abated, and
his legs and scrotum were completely
emptied.* -

# For the event of this case, see, Dilatation of the Heart.

-

D - HISTORY
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HISTORY XI.

Ellen Wyatt, aged fifty-eight, was
admitted on the fifteenth of August,
1791. Her abdomen was distended,
and a fluctuation was perceptible. Her
urine was scanty. ~She was ordered
the digitalis in the usual manner, with
the interposition of the pulvis purgans.
She now took two grains of digitalis
a-day, her wurine increased, and the
swelling of the belly was very sensibly
lessened. On the fifteenth of Septem-

ber, she complained, for the first time,
of swellings in her legs. She was then

again ordered the pulvis purgans. On
the twenty-second, the swellings of the
legs were gone, but she complained of
frequent sickness and lassitude, and her
pulse was much slower. The digitalis
was therefore omitted, and the bark
electuary ordered in its stead. On the
twenty-ninth, she was more swelled,
and her urine was more scanty. She

was
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was again ordered a dose of the pulyis
purgans, and one grain of digitalis a
day. She was afterwards put on a
course of cream of tartar, sometimes
in solution, sometimes combined with
gamboge, and is now much better.

HISTORY XII,

James - Lees, aged fifty-three, was
admitted with ascites and anasarca, on
the twelfth of September, 1791. He
was ordered one grain a-day of digitalis,
~and as he was much emaciated, the
bark was joined to it. On the nine-
teenth, his urine was increasing. He
was then ordered two grains of digitalis
daily ; his urine flowed in considerable
quantity, his swellings were lessened,
and he was discharged, cured, on the
twenty—fourth of October,

HISTD_RY XIII.

John Wilson, whose first attack was
nargated. in history the second, applied
' D2 . fo
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to me again, on the fifteenth of June,
1790.  His swellings were now as
great ‘as ever, and his countenance
denoted greater anxiety. 1 gave the
digitallis ‘again, in such doses as to
produce a strong narcotic effect, with-
out being able to increase his urine.
A variety of other diuretics, tried in
succession, proved equally unsuccessful.
- The event of the case I do not know,
for he was soon removed to the work-
house.

HISTORY XIV.

William Williams, aged sixty, ad-
mitted February second, had been ill
for some time. He was afflicted both
with anasarca and ascites. He made
very little water; his countenancé was
‘cadaverous, his pulse low; and he
often complained of pain in his right
“side, striking upwatds to the top of the
right shoulder. He took the digitalis
in increasing doses, without ‘any effect,

' o tor
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for some weeks. When he took four
grains a day, his pulse was rendered
sensibly slower, and he became very
drowsy.. I therefore stopped at that
quantity, and continued the same dose
every day for a week longer. But the
narcotic effects were so continued, that
I durst go no farther, His urine was
never increased by it. The sequel of
this case comes under another remedy,

HISTORY . XV.

Betty Williamson, aged thirty, ad-
mitted Nov. 9, 1789, was anasarcous
in her lower extreinit_ies, and there was
reason to fear the approach of ascites.
She had a violent cough, and a large
expectoration, which had some ap-
pearance of pus. She took the digi-
talis as usual: it produced in a. few
days, violent sickness and vomiting, but
did not lessen her swellings, I therefore
discontinued its use. ”

D 3 HISTORY.
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HISTORY XVI. 3
Ellén Jones, aged sixty, admitled in
March, 1789, was anasarcous, with the
usual attendance of cough and thirst:
She took the digitalis, like the rest, for
a month, without any sensible differs
ence in the state of the urine or swell-

lIlgS.
HISTORY XVII.

Job Bowers, aged thirty-seven, ad-
mitted Dec. 27, 1790, of a cachectic
appearance, was affected with ascites and
anasarca, attended with the usual symp-
toms. He began with a grain of di-
gitalis, and proceeded to two grains a
day, which he continued to take dul‘ing
a fortnight, without relief. Tt was then
discontinued. |

HISTORY XVIII.
 William Waters, aged twenty-three,

was admitted on the twenty-sixth of
i September,
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September, with an incipient ascites:
He took the infusum digitalis, to the
extent of five or six spoonfuls a-day, by
a gradual augmentation. This quantity
brought on a large flow of urine; and
his belly diminished. = He was much
emaciated, when I first saw ‘him, and
had a caries in the bones of the carpus
of the right hand. In the middle of
October, he was attacked with feverish
symptoms, and complained of a sore
throat. On inspection, a dark-coloured
inflammation appeared in the fauces.
He was ordered bark, and astringent
gargles, and soon got better; but he
looked extremely ill, his belly filled
again, and his lower -extremities be-
came anasarcous. The digitalis was .
now repeated, and a tonic course joined
- with it, His urine again flowed largely,
but the swellings were not lessened.
In the beginning of November he was
attacked by a sudden pain in his bow-
~els; on which the former course was
D4 suspended,
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~suspended, and - opiates were given.
The pain went off in the course of the
day, and the swellings disappeared.
But a few days afterwards, his right -
thigh became erysipelatous, and in spite
of ‘the liberal use of bark and wine,
the affection extended to the groin, and
eﬁded his existence on the eleventh of
November. I could not obtain leave
to inspect the body.

HISTORY XIX.

- Mary Rowley, aged thirty, admitted
February 12, 1791, had the usual signs
of ascites.  She took two grains a-day
of digitalis for near a fortnight. = She -
grew - worse, and the remedy was
- dropped.

HISTORY XX,

Marff Sﬁdwoth, aged ' twenty-one,
admitted March 14, with evident symp-
- 230907 ~toms.

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 49 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=49

REMEDIES OF DROPSY- 57

toms of ascites and anasarca, -;oplg_l_ two
grains of digitalis a-day, for a week;
but became -worse, and the course was
changed.

_HISTORY XXL

Elizabeth Oldham, aged forty-eight,
~ admitted June 20, 1791, with ascites,
took the digitalis with the pulvis: pur-

gans, in the manner already described.

She found no relief, and in a month
~the remedy was discontinued.

HISTORY XX

Ehzabeth Wllhamson, aged sixty, ad-
mitted July 11, 1791, il of ascites,
was ordered the digitalis and pulvis
purgans as usual. She took them for-a
fortnight, but without benefit, |

HISTORY XXIII.

George Newton, aged seventy, ad-
mitted January 24, 1791, with ascites
| and
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and anasarea, took the digitalis as usual,
His urine did not increasc; but symp-
toms of gangrene appeared in the lower
extremities, and he died on the thir-
tieth of the same month, On dissec-
tion, the abdomen was found full of
water; the liver appeared soft and
pale; the pleura, on the surface of the
lungs, bore marks of inflammation,
and adhesions were formed to the pa-
rietes of the cavity: there was a con-
siderable quantity of water in the
thorax., “

- HISTORY XXIV,

William Tayl'or, aged ninetéen, ad-
mitted May 30, 1791, with ascites and
anasarca, was so much loaded with
water, as fo be in constant danger of
suffocation. . He was put on a course
of the puivié purgaﬁs and digitalis, but
without effeet, The accumulation in-
créased ; his cheeks and lips became
' livid ;

-
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livid; and it was necessary to tap him,
to prevent instant death. Accordingly
the operation was performed on the third
of June, and a very large quantity of
water drawn off. =~ He appeared some-
what easier the next day, but languid.
He began to fill again; mortification
took place in the scrotum, which was
greatly distended ; and he died on the
seventh of June. |

I have no notes of the dissection, but
I recollect that the liver and kidneys
were greatly diseased. The chest was
tull of water. A singular circumstance
attended the operation, of which T have
prevailed on Mr. Simmons, the opera=
tor, to draw up an account. It follows,
in his own words. '

-« 1 tapped William Taylor for an
“ ascites, at the request of Dr. Ferriar,
“in the usual part of the abdomen;
“ carefully examining the part where

“ the
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“* the tfocar was to be. introduced,
“to avoid wounding any considerable
“ blood-vessel. A large quantity of
¢« watery fluid was evacuated, and to-
‘ wards the conclusion of  the discharge
“ it was tinged of a reddish colour.
“On withdraWin’g' the canula, I was
“ much alarmed with the appearance
“ of a considerable flow of blood,
¢ expecting no less than the immediate
‘“ death of my patient, from his very
~ “ debilitated state previous to the opera-~
“ tion. The colour, however, resem-
“ bled  that of venous blood, and I
¢ found the effusion was stopped by com-
“ pression.  Styptic applications were
“ therefore made, and. the compression

“ was continued for some time, which
“ had the desired effect,

“ On inspecting the body after

“ death, which happened in a few
“ days, I had the satisfaction to find,
# that not the smallest quantity  of
¢ blood
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- “ blood had been poured out into the
“ cavity of the abdomen; and that
« neither inflammation nor gangrene
“had come upon the wound from the
¢« use of the astringent application.
“ The cause of the hmmorrhage was
~ ¢ now apparent.. The epigastric artery
“ with its accompanying vein running
““ out of their usual course, the latter
“ had been divided, and so near to the
“ former, that there was not more
¢ than the space of a line between the
“ wound made by the trocar and the
“ coats of the artery.

“« This case has induced me to think
“ the operation of the paracentesis of
« the abdomen mnot so trifling as it is
« generally believed to be; and the
« late observations on this subject by
“ Dr. Smith and Mr. Ford, contained
¢ in the second volume of the Medical
« Communications, corroborate opinions
“1 had formed previous to my seeing
* ¢ that publication..
¢ Chirurgical
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¢ Chirurgical writers have differed
“ considerably in their opinions of the
“ proper part for making the puncture
#in cases of ascites. Celsus recom-
“ mends the water to be evacuated

 at the navel, or nearly four fingers

¢ breadth below 1it, inclining to the
s¢ left side, and when performed in the
¢ latter manner, he advises it to be done
# with circumspection, lest a blood-
“ yessel should be opened.

“ Succeeding  writers deviated from
¢ this ancient practice, and made the
« puncture, when below the navel,
s either on the right or left side, and
«at the distance of the breadth of
« three or four fingers; and, sometimes,
¢ at the same distance immediately be-
¢ Jow the navel. Deviations from these
“ modes of practice have been intro-
“ duced by the more modern surgeons
“ for some, apprehending the ancient
“ practice’ to be laid down without

' “ aftention

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 55 sur 286

R el |


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=55

REMEDIES OF DROPSY. 6%

¢ attention to the distended state of the
“ cavity of the abdomen, recommend
“ it to be done at the distance of seven
“ or eight _ﬁpg@i‘s breadth, descending
“ obliquely from the navel, which they
“ say will not be more than equal to
« four when the belly 1s- returned to . its
“ natural state. This seems to agree
¢ with the directions given by chirue-
“ gical writers of the present day, who
“ order the opening to be made midway
“ between the spine of ﬂ]e ileum and
¢ the umbilicus.

¢ As the present mode of practice is
¢ liable to such serious consequences,
“and is recommended early in the
« disease, not oﬁly to relieve present
¢« distress, but with a view to aid the
¢« power of internal remedies, it becomes
“ of importance to the art of surgery,
« if possible, to amend it,

P | i Thﬁ
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¢« The fluid has been evacuated at .

“ the navel, only when there has been
« a particular swelling there, and an
« evident fluctuation under the thin
“ integuments. ' |

“ Tt has been performed at the dis-
“tance of four fingers breadth from
“ the navel, on the right or left side,
4 35 circumstances indicated, to avoid
« the recti muscles; but in the dis-
“ tended state of the abdomen it would
“ nearly get into them, and, there-
“fore, do just the reverse of what
‘“ was mtended. From particular opi-
““ nions respecting the disease, it was
« proposed by Albucasis, Avicenna
“and others to make the opening at
“ the same distance directly below the
““ navel ; but this was afterwards dis-
¢ carded from physiological opinions
“ respecting the nature of tendons.
“ From the most attentive considera-
“tion I am able to give the subject,
' | “1am
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“1 am, notwithstanding, of opinion
“ that this is the part in which it
¢ ought to be performed. In this way
“ common integument, tendinous ex-
¢ pansion, and the peritoneum only,
“are, in all probability, divided; and
“in the present mode, if rightly per-
« formed, I think also no other parts -
¢“are divided, for I agree with Le
“ Dran that the middle space between
~ “the navel and the crista of the os
¢ jleum which is exactly between the
« fleshy part of the oblique and trans-
 verse muscles, or what we call the
“ linea semilunaris, ought to be the part
« perforated. ’ -

“1In the case related, the puncture
“ was made in this part, upon the edge
« of the above-mentioned muscles.

“The epigastric artery comes off -
“anteriorly from the external iliac,
“and running obliquely upwards,

E ¢ reaches
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~« reaches the - posterior part of the
“ rectus muscle, about two or three
“ fingers. breadth above the os pubis,
‘“ in the direction of which it is con-
“ tinued till it forms an anastamosis
« with the mammaria mterna.  This
“is its usual course: but as nature is
“ often sportive in the distribution of
“ arteries, it is adviseable to guard
% against her incidental variations as
“ much as we can. Now we know
“ from experience, that it sometimes
¢ does run in the part where the trocar
¢ 15 usually introduced. And the part
« jtself must somewhat vary, according
« to the opinions of different men, the
“ l]anguage not being absolutely defi-
« pitive. But, if it is performed in
«a direct line, at a given distance
« below the navel, every man of com-
“ mon sagacity must perform it with
¢ the greatest exactness; and I do not
« know of the artery ever having been
« observed exactly in that direction. ,

« It
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“ Tt is said that the wound heals
“ better, if the perforation is made
““ where there are some muscular fibres ;
«“but if there is sufficient muscle to
¢ expedite that process, there must also
“ be blood-vessels, which being opened,
“ might occasion the loss of more blood
“than a patient under such circum-
“stances could bear. And, besides,
« from the authorities -above quoted,
““ a5 well as that of Fabricius ab "Aqua-
“ pendente and our own knowledge,
“ much need not be apprehended on
¢ that account.

«“ I propose then, that the oi)er';'éion-
¢ shall be performed in ~this part in
.« preference to that where it is usually
¢« done, in all cases where there is a
« general distention of the cavity of
¢ the abdomen from a watery fluid,
“and there are no symptoms to war-
“ rant an opinion of any of the viscera
“ being so much enlarged as to be in

i | E 2 “ danger
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slightly anasarcous; his face was ocede
matous, and his countenance anxious.
He was thirsty, and had a frequent,
irregular pulse. I ordered him the
cream of tartar, to be taken next morn-
ing. I saw him in the afternoon of
the next day, and found that his urine
had increased from about half a pint
in the day,, to a pint and half. He staid
in town a day or two longer, that I
might observe the effect of the medicine,
_and' finding his urine flow more and
more freely, he returned to the coun-
try, with a resolution to try the plan
with perseverance. He had used a
variety of medicines before, without
any advantage. I heard from him
often, and for several months received
accounts of a gradual amendment. HIS -
urine, for some time, came off in
greater quantity than natural ; after-
wards it returned to 1its usual state.
All his uneasy symptoms disappeared,
and, as he wrote me, after being un-

| Fak o able
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able to creep above a mile, he could
now walk three or four miles, over
any kind - of ground, ~ without incon-
venience. This agreeable change con-
tinued for near twelve months, but at
the end of that time, his symptoms
returned.  He had recourse again to
his cream of tartar, but I do not know
with what immediate eff'ect I heard
of 1‘115 death soon aﬂer vsh )

HISTORY XXVI.

= '."

=
- §

A poor woman, who had become
&ropsmal and asthmatic by hard labour
and ill usage, applied to me in 1788.
I have no notes of the case, but I re-
member that she took the cream of
tartar, and that her swellings were, for
the time, entirely removed.

HIS’I‘ORY XX"JII

Pf:ter N1eld aged forty-five, admitted
November 11, 1789, was anasarcous.

He
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He took 'the- cream of tartar, and soon
began to void a large quantity of urine,
and to perceive a decrease of the swell-
‘ings.  As the medicine operated much
by stool,  however, he became very fee-
“ ble, and I found it necessary to’ support
him' liberally, ‘at the ‘same time, with
tonics. . He w-as (11seharged cured, in
afewweeks. YillD  DBE 1] 32

}LE

HTSTGRY XXVIIT

Thﬂmas Mathel, aged twean ﬁve,
wgs affected” with- eryﬁipelas and swell-
ing of" both Iﬁgs, in  October, 1791.
When the er ption - went off, he began
to swell gener’ally. At the commence-
ment of my attendance, November
-cighteenth, his legs were excessively

. distended; his belly was very large, and

his ' face ‘cedematous. ~ He had taken
some purges of jallap with mercury, and
felt somewhat .easier, but his swellings
were increasing. I ordered him the
Y YHOTAI E4 cream
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cream of tartar. . Next day, be had
several watery stools, and his belly was
less.. On the twenty-second he con-
tinued to have four or five watery
stools a-day, he passed more urine, and
his' belly was fallen in circumference
several inches. - He now walked about
with ease and alacrity. On the twenty-
seventh, he had only one or two
stools in the day, and made but little
water, yet l_l)is swellings continued to
decrease. The cream of tartar was
therefore increased to six drachms
a-day. It seldom produced above two
stools a-day; his swellings went en-
tirely off, and he was able to go to
work again on the thirteenth of De-
cember.

‘He relapsed from imprudence, and
came under my care again in the course

-of a few weeks.. He recovered: by a
repetition of his medicine.

HISTORY
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HISTORY XXIX.

Catherine Duny, aged twenty, ad-
mitted about the beginning of January,
1790, had ascites; and towards even-
ing, had some degree of swelling in
her ancles. She was put on a course of
- cream of tartar, and was discharged,
cured, in three weeks.

HISTORY XXX.

Ann Wagstaff, aged twenty-five, ana-
sarcous, - admitted January 25, 1790,
took the cream of tartar, and was dis-
missed, cured : my notes do not shew
at what time.

HISTORY XXXI.

John Hopwood, aged forty-eight,
had been subject for several years to
severe pain in the head, and occasion-
ally to giddiness. About a year before

- he

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 66 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=66

M4 .ﬁemmeee. OF DROPSY.

he consulted me, he began to com-
“plainof a dry cough, which increased
till the ‘becfmnmg of -winter, 1791,

When 1 saw hlm. H1s legs Were then E

mueh swelled and pitted on p1essure,
his abdomen. was ﬁgonmderably enlarged
Wlth a eons1derabie degree ef fluctua-
tion; his urine was seanty, he com-
plained of thirst, and had a. very trou-
blesome orthopnza, I put him on the

" use of cream of tartar. In three days,

“he made half a pint of urine more in =

the day, and his swellings decreased,
At the end of a fortnight, the swell-
ings were nearly gone, the cough and

orthopnza_greatly. relicved, and every

appearance promised a cure, But the
pain in his head, which® had been
easier for some time, suddenly returned,
and he became blind, At the same
time, his extremities were affected with
a cfeg_:ee of peﬁaly_sis.-_ He was now so

much diseouraged that he refused to
;ake any more medlcmes, and sunk by

-degrees

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 67 sur 286



http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=67

REMEDIES OF DROPSY. 75

‘degrees till he expired, with a livid
_countenance, and every mark of an
‘oppressed brain. I could not obtain
permission to inspect the body.

HISTORY XXXIIL.

Elizabeth Monk, aged fuitir-ﬁve,
had a dry, vexatious cough for above
three years. She had so great a degree
of orthopnza, that she was commonly
unable to lie down in bed; her urine -
was scﬁn.ty; her face often swelled,
and ‘at such. times her cough and diffi-
culty of breathing were most trouble-
some. She often felt an uneasy ting--
ling in her left arm and hand. There
was a strong expression of anxiety
in her countenance. I ordered her.
the cream of tartar, which produced
four or five loose, watery stools a-day,
and an almost immediate increase of
urine. Her symptoms were gra,dua.lly
relieved, and at the end of a month,

| T she

' -
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teria Medlca, that he had never heard
of any person who thought well enough
of the formula to use it. Prejudice,
however, is never to be encouraged: in
the scarcity of good diuretics I have
been induced to employ this highly

tecommended formula, and have found .

no reason to think hightly of it.

HISTORY XXXIV.

William Williams (see History XIIL)
after discontinuing the digitalis, began
to take nine of the tonic pills daily.
They produced an immediate flow of
urine, and several watery stools every
day. His belly diminished consider-
ably in size, but his legs, durmg the
course of digitalis, had become so much
distended, that a rupture of the skin
took place in each, and the water
~drained away in great quantities. He
now emptied a-pace, but grew weaker

from
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urine, and in three weeks occasioned a
considerable diminution of the swellings.
‘But she became languld her strength
seemed to decay with the disease, and
on December second, - she was seized
with a looseness, at the approach of
‘which the pills were laid aside. Astrin-
gents and opiates were now employed
but to little purpose. ~The Diarthza
was attended with a fixed pain in the

bowels. She sunk gradually, and died
December 6, 1790

-

On disseciion, some turns of ‘the
ileus were found affected with a dark
red inflammation. The liver was soft
and pale; the kidneys were enlarged,
and suppurations appeared in the pelvis
of each. There was water in the
chest, and adhesions were formed be-

tween the pleura and the surface of thﬂ
lungs.

HISTORY
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HISTORY XXXVI.

~ Alice Wrigley, aged fifteen, was ad-
mitted, May ninth, with anasarca, and
an incipient ascites. She took three
of the tonic pills thrice a-day. They
‘increased her urine to a considerable
quantity ; the swellings abated, and she
was discharged, cured, on the sixteenth
of the following October. Her attend-
ance had been irregular.

HISTORY XXXVIL.

Anne Waring, aged twenty-three,
had ascites and anasarca. She took
~ fifteen of the tonic pills every day,
which produced a great increase of her
urine, and she was discharged, cured,
in four months. She had been very
irregular in taking the medicine, and
once absented herself from attendance,
and
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and relinquished the use of the pills,
for three weeks together.

HISTORY XXXVIIL

Betty Clay, aged forty-six, had ascites.
Her urine was very scanty. She took
for eight months, thirty-five drops of
spiritus etheris mnitrosi,  thrice :a-day,
with the effect of an increase in. the
quantity of urine, -and a slow abate-
ment of the swelling. = But this effect
at length ceased, and her legs beganto
swell. I then ordefed the tonic. pills.
‘When she began to take fifteen a-day,
her urine again flowed largely, and the
swellings were reduced. She then took
twenty pills daily, with a farther abate- -
~ment of the symptoms. At present,
the swelling of the abdomen is nearly
gone, and her only remaining complaint
is a troublesome cough. -

F " HISTORY
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milton of Edinburgh; some instances
of which I saw, during m}r-attendance
on hun at.the Inﬁrmary of that .mty _____

HISTORY XLI

W1111:~1m K.ay, aged hvelve, admitted
November 9, 1789, had become ana-
sarcous in consequence of -exposure: to
cold, He was . ordered. to use  the
pediluvium, ' and afterwards to - take a
scruple of Dover’s powder.  The first
dose did not succeed, owing to some
mismanagement - of the patient. A
second dose was given, which sweated
him profusely, and reduced his swell-
ings. He wasthen directed to take the
bark, and was dlscha.rged cured, in less
than a week. '

- GAMBOGE WITH CREAM OF TARTAR.

HISTORY XLII

J ob Bowers (History XVIII. ‘and
XXXIX.) when oppressed with ex-
: ' F2 treme
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treme difficulty of breathing, took from
one 'to-‘two  grains’ of . gamboge, with
half an ounce of cream of> tartar; ‘every
two or three days. It always produced
from four to six wz&é'r}' stools, lowered
his' swellings, ‘and relieved  his ' breath-
ing. ~‘Whenever' the exhibition of 'his
purgative was ‘delayed beyond the usual
time, “all “his symptoms’ were greatly
aggravated. - 1At length, - however, "his
~ urine s was .totally ' suppressed, which
was soon followed by death. I did
not obtain permission’ o' open ' the
body.iz ol : '

' GAMBOGE WITH MERCURY.
HISTORY XLIII.

Hannah Wolstenholme, anasarcous,
took six grains of calomel, with one
grain of gamboge, twice or thrice
a-week, according - to the degree of

evacuation
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evacuation produced. It increased the
quantity of urine immediately, and she
was completely well in a fortnight.

 CALOMEL WITH' SQUILLS.

” ,HIST_@EY__ XLV ¢,
Thomas Jelly, aged thlrty-elght
was admﬂted Ausust 15, 1791, The —
abdomen was greaﬂy distended, with
evident fluctuation, and hlS lower ex-
tremitles were ‘anasarcous.- He pansed
very little urine: had a constant diffi-
'f culty of breathmg, dry cough, and a
tormentmg thust He took some of
the common diuretlcs,*_ without relief,
till the twentmth ‘He 'was then or-
dered the pulns purgans, which gave
hnn some m0t10ns, but dnd not increase

A
T j:')igita]is among the rests i
EART IS Le Jit) i) g

i F3 his
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his urine. On the twenty-second he
was ordered the following bolus :
s Sapon. Hispan. 3i.
Pulv. Scill. Arid. gr. x.
Calomelan. gr. iij.
Opii gr. j.
. Conserv. Ros. q. s. Misce.
This increased his urine immediately,
and purged him gently. Between the
twenty-third and twenty-eighth, = he
sometimes passed upwards of three
quarts of water in twenty-four hours.
At the latter period, the purgative
effect was so far lost, that it was ne-
cessary to order him the pulvis purgans.
His mouth now became affected, and
on the thirty-first, at which time he
had taken exactly twenty-one grains
of calomel, his gums and the inside
of the mouth were ulcerated, and a
spitting came on. He was then much
reduced in size. On the thirty-first
his bolus was repeated, without the
calomel. While the ptyalism lasted,
his
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“his water came’ off freely, but when
his mouth began to heal, the quantity
decreased, and - the swellings returned.
At this -periodhis appetite was vora-
cions.-ta‘.._such._.;g ':degree’ ‘s’ tﬂxfnake

- of it several times with anxiety. On
the eighth “of ' September, = his mouth
was well,  and he was nearly as bulky
~as ever. The calomel was therefore
- again ~added to -the bolus: he was
~ allowed 'porter, and - put upon: fall
diét. On the sixteenth he had taken
seven boluses, ‘containing exactly twen-
ty-one-'-grains of - calomel. ‘He had
always been purged at least three times
a-day -by the bolus, and had parted
with great quantities of water. His
mouth ‘was now very sore, again: the
bolus was ' therefore omitted; and in
two days, a considerable degree of sali-
vation took place. But the swellings
of -his legs were completely removed,
and his belly was reduced very nearly
%7 Fd4 240
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to its natural 'size. = On the twenty-
third his - mouth = was  still extremely
sore, and as the weather became cool,
he was ordered the electuarium e sul-
phure. . On the twenty-seventh, his
mouth was somewhat ecasier, but he
still spit much, and was very -weak.-
He was then- allowed  four ounces of
‘wine a-day, in addition to his porter.

- On the thirtieth, he was seized with
a violent looseness, the spitting decreased,
and  his belly enlarged again. The
urine was® now much less in quan-
tity. He was ordered astringents with
laudanum. The next day, his purging
 was stopt, and the abdomen so far
returned to a natural state, thatthough
it appeared full, he could retract it
as completely as a man in health usu-
ally does.  His mouth was perfectly
well in a few days, but he continued
~weak. In the first week of October,
he was seized with a violent cnugl:},-

and
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and complained = of universal ~pains.
The looseness returned, and his belly
increased again in size. * On the tenth,
he ‘was so much altered that it was evi-
dent death was approaching. = He com-
plained  that his stomach would  retain
nothing ; his pulse became low, and fal-
tering, and he had frequent cold sweats.
On the ' eleventh, he was insensible,
and seemed to be dying, but he lingered
in that state, till the morning of the
thirteenth, and then expired.

. The body was opened next day.” A
quantity of water was found in the
cavity  of . the chest, - chiefly, on the
right side. - The right lobe of the lungs
adhered strongly to the pleura, and
there were marks of inflaimmation on
its surface. There was an adhesion
also on the left side. The pericardium
contained “a good deal of water, and
adhered to the forepart of ‘the right

ventricle; the heart was larger than
natural,

A great
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A great quantity of clear,; browns
coloured water was found in the abdo~
men. The liver was enlarged, hard-
‘ened, and disposed to scirrhosity.  The
'pan::r'eas; was indurated; and altered in
its texture. The stomach was uncoms
monly -small, - and the ‘blood-vessels ‘on
both curvatures were much 'distended ;
near -the cardia, it was eroded by the
gastric juice. The omentum was pre-
ternaturally red. Several turns of the
ileus appeared discoloured; and on open-
ing them, the villous coat was found
greatly  inflamed. = This' inflammation
was traced into the transverse arch of
the colon, The spleen was sound : the
left kidney was larger than natural, but
otherwise sound. The right kidney was
in a natural state, i 30

NICOTIANA,
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Mary Coxe, aged twenty-nine; com-
plained  of pain and swelling on the
left side of the abdomen; of thirst,
and scarcity of wurine. - On examination,
a ‘large” tumor on' that side appeared,
extending from the  spine “of the os
ileon, almost to the ossa pubis. ~ The
edges were well defined, but the sur-
face, though unequal, was 'yielﬂing; in
some degree, and gave the impression
of a contained fluid. Before I saw her,
she was ordered from twenty-five to
thirty drops of the infusum nicotiane
twice or thrice a-day, with a purgative
electuary, composed of gamboge, jallap
and ' cream of fartar.  This increased
the quantity of urine, but produced
no effect on the swelling. I ordered

rba a drachm
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a drachm of the _unguentum ceruleum
to be rubbed into the groin and thigh
on the side affected, every other night,
and twenty-five drops of spiritus ztheris
vitriolici to be taken, four times a-day,
omitting the former medicines, In
the course of four or five days, there
- was a sensible abatement of the swell-
ing,  and her urine continued to flow’
freely.  The spiritus atheris vitriolici
bappened to be 'omitted,  for some
reason, and she found « herself worse.
It was then repeated, and again re-
lieved her. _She was much better,
when she left Manchester, with the
regiment to. which her husband be—
longed '

I—IISTO RY XLVI

Job aners (Hls.tary XVIII and
'XXIX) took the:infusum mnicotianz,
after ommtmg the = tonic pills; for
sey e.rai days, in such ~quantities: as to:

(A0S § - produce
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produce violent s;ckness, Wlthout any
| dluretlc effect.sigum: bosebqo o i

HISTORY XLVIT

] ames Johnson, a.gf:d twentyr-ﬁfee,
admitted August 15,1791, ‘excessively
distended ' with. ascites - and  anasarca,
after trying some ‘other’ diuretics, took
the infusum: micetianz ‘in the quantity
of ' eightyo drops “in - twenty-four “hours,
for. three days: ﬁ@gethﬁr. It produced
sickness, but: .no increase> of urine.
Fifteen: grains - of jallap, = and ' two
drachms of cream: of ftartar, given at
bed-time; . vomited him briskly, and
reduced the swellings for a time. But
‘no increase in ‘the  quantity of his
urinie could be produced, by the most
powerful diuretics, given in large do-
ses, till the end of September, when
he took, after a gradual augmentation,
- one hundred and twenty of the tonic
pills in one day. 'His legs had previ- -
ously begun to discharge, but without

dummshmg
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diminishing the: size ‘of = his belly.
Though he passed more urine, while
he took lar ely of the tonic pills, yet
the quantity ~was “not  uncommon 5

more water scemed tobe: discharged by -

stool, than by the ' urinary passages.

On the ninth of QOctobér, his abdomen

was  considerably reduced, but a con-
‘siderable degree =of vertigo had suc-
ceeded the last dose ‘of the tonic pills;
they were therefore omitted, and some
wine prescribed. . Thirty diops of
spiritus - ztheris vitriolici - were likewise
ordered to be given four times’a-day.
On: the tenth, pain in the bowels' and
a diarrhcea came on; and the wvitriolic
spirit was. omitted. - Opiates and ‘astrin-
gents -were ‘now  given, but with little
success. = The purging continued vio-

i T,

J i e e AE _

lent, till the twenty-sixth. It then

- went off, leaving him greatly exhausted,
but nearly free  from anasarca, . and
much lessened in the gize of the ab-
domen. - The cerevisia diuretica was

ordered
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ordered on - the  twenty-eighth; joined
with--a zcordial ~and : tonic- caurse, ~and
- full .diet..- But sas: his - urine’ again
decreased; and ‘he began to. fill afresh,
on - cthe  fifth:« of - November “he was
ordered three grains of digitalis, which,
on the seventh, were augmented to four.
“Fime: was--not- ~allowed, - however,’ to
experience the effect of tlus “course, for
he: Was | desifous of  returning to  his
mative air, and I dismissed | him, much
zelieved, but with little prﬂspect of being
,ulnmatﬂly cured.

This is the only case, in which I
found the tonic pills affect the head;
but there seemed a peculiar insensibility
in this man’s constitution to the stimulus
of diuretics, and it ‘was necessary to
exhibit them in very strong doses.

HISTORZY XILVIII.

- Mary Rules, aged. one year and a
‘half, had the abdomen distended with

water,
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‘water, to an excessive degree. ' I or
- dered a laxative, to obviate costiveness,
and a few days afterwards she 'was tap-
ped. . A great quantity of water was
drawn off, and the child appeared easer.
Next day, however, -she died.

¥

On opening the body, we found the

intestines much inflated ; the liver was -

enlarged ;  but' the principal *disease

appeared in the kidneys.. ' They were

increased in size; the pelvis of each
had undergone an active inflammation,
and several of the tubuli were full of

pus.
HISTORY XLIX.

Charles Allen, of the same age, died
-of ascites about the same time, but the
body was not inspected.

HISTORY L.

Mary Beard, aged thirty-eight, was

admitted August 15, 1791. She had

laboured
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Iaboured under ascites and - anasarca
during several - months, and was now
enormously swelled, so that she breath-
ed with extreme difficulty. She took
some. doses of  digitalis, but as they
produced no increase of urine, I or-
dered her to be tapped, a few __tiﬂj;s
after her admission. ; Accordingly, the
operation was performed, and eighteen
quarts -of water were drawn off.  She
was relieved in breathing, but a great
degree of debility took place, and she
died at the end of two days. When
the body Was. opened, the liver appear-
ed of a firmer texture than ordinary,
inclining to schirrosity ; the kidneys
were enlarged, particularly that on the
left side; and pus was found in the
pelvis of each. In the thorax, the
surface of the lungs was much diseased,
and purulent; and water was effused
in the cavity. 2

Of forty-seven cases, which I have
here presented, under a short view,
G : twenty-
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ijﬂtwa ’patrﬁiitﬁ”have “been oumi
three are in a é’tﬁffé‘ of feohvalesééﬂéﬂ,
and W'iI"pi%alﬂ soon be d{sﬁﬁai@ﬁﬂ- :'i
five have been relieved ; seven have
teceived mo benefit * from their” first 5
cburse with me, and ‘have pasgedf info

&ifferent class’ of patients ; ﬁmd ten
have died.  Several of the last were in
2 hopeless state, when T first saw ther; k.
particularly Taylor, Rules, and Beard. ¥
Most of them were also affected” with
i]ydroﬂmrax The success of the dlf’
ferent methods émpioyed has therefore
been tolerably  good, 'in a disease 's0
difficult of removal as ‘dropsy. The’ré-.:
“is no d1sea:,e X says ‘Dr. Home, which
w :iﬁbrds hespttais mofe numerous pa-
= t1enta. than the different pé%s of
"‘“hydrops, ‘and ‘none, of which fewer
““are cured. The incurabie nature ‘of
« hydropic  affections, was of ‘old ‘re- e
¢« marked by Areteus: Ab ipso pduki 3

st A

Wt g XXIV. XLVIL and L i
¢ VALY ii '-l'" - p31L ““ fiﬁ'ﬂ'm ]

5§ ey -
=il & ; ;
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o
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“ liberantur,  idque ﬁhc;mte, ac dearum
- pazaus quam artis mm!m

It remains to c‘r:;mpare-'the-meﬁts
of the three principal remedies employ-
ed, digitalis, cream of tartar, and fhe
- tonic 131115.

1. Of twenty-four patients,” who
took digitalis, nine were cured; two
were relieved; four died, and nine
were not relieved. = Of these cases,
two were anasarcous; seven were in-
stances of ascites, two of hydrothorax;
the rest were complicated, and in al-
most all the fatal instances, there was
water in the chest. 1 have given this
medicine in some other cases, where
it did not succeed; but as the patients
were in a dying state when I was called
to them, it would be unfair to  insert
them. '

- # Clinical Exper. and Histories, p, 826,

G 2 Yet
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some of the instances I have given,
 which terminated fatally, notwithstan
ing the use of digitalis, the patients
- appeared to - be in that state, which
Dr. Withering describes as most favour-
able to the action of that medicin
Hartley, Williams and Newton we
examplesuf thisadi-ngewt K
Rcapechng the parﬁcular ﬂperatlml
Gf digitalis, in those cases, it majr be
remarked EOREET ST ] -:m.‘:
23 That where it proved successﬁﬁ;!
i 1t gave rehef early, and in small dus&s«*;
this appears from the first eight caseay
and from that of Lees.

b Tha,t_ when .given in such quanﬂ-

evident narcotic effects, it does” -_i
bperate as a diuretic Jnhnson tuck 7
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and  Williams continued it to ™ four
grains a-day, till his head and pulse
were  considerably = affected, = without
passing a drop more of water. These
facts correspond ' with  Dr. Withering’s
experience, so that it “is needless to
dwell upon them.* T have had such
repeated conviction of the first observa-
tion, that, if digitalis does not answer
within the first ‘week, I exchange' it
for some other diuretic, or interpose a
‘cathartic, composed of gamboge and
cream of tartar. T was led to the latter
~expedient, by- observing, in Williams’s
case, and another in ' private practice,
that the narcotic effect of the digitalis,
in a long use of 1, seemed to preclude
its action as a  diwretic.. The same
consideration had occurred to Dr.

% Dr. Withering observes (p. 185.) that a diarrh=a, supervening
on the use of foxglove, stc_-pped-ité diuretic effects, It has- been
asserted, thdta purging always impedes the flow of urine, in dropsiesy
however excited, V. Wilkes on the Dropsy, p» 213.

G 3 Stokes,
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Stokes.*  Gamboge was long celes

brated for its hydragogue powers, but

appears to have fallen into disgrace

by the indiscretion with which it was
exhibited, Some of the older writers

talk of giving sixteen grains for a
dose.4+ I have found it very safe and
manz{geable in small quantities; some=
times four grains have been necessary

to operate four or five times, in a

young subject.  In' conjunction with
cream of ftartar, it forms a powerful :
diuretic, and according to circums-

stances, may be made either to assist, :
or take the lead of the digitalis, I

believe, that by this combination of

the remedies, a flow of urine may very

generally be commanded.

-

* Dr, Withering's Account of the Foxglove, p. 150,

+ Wilkes on the Dropsy. Art. Purges, Sydenham orders
ffteen grains of gamboge, in a draught, in the Processus Integr,
as a yery gentle cathartic,

¢ When

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 95 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=95

REMEDIES OF DROPSY. 105

- ¢ When digitalis - fails, other diu-
retics. will often succeed. . This ap-
pears, from the cases. of ~Williams,
Jelly, Bowers, Johnson, and soveral. of
the rest.

d ‘When _digiﬁllis- docs l;fmwks' an

‘increase of urine, the swellings are not

always proportionably relieved. - While
Waters was passing a great quantity of

- urine, and taking six spoonfuls a-day of

the infusum digitalis, the swellings of
his legs did not diminish.  And while
Rowbottom’s legs were em_ptled, a short
time_ before ~ his. death, the collection
of water in the pencardium appeared
to be increased,

2. Of ten cases, in which cream of
tartar alone was given, according fo
Dr. Home’s method, six were cured,
two died, and two are convalescent.
Of these, one was a distinct case of
hydrothorax in which all the symp-

s G 4 - toms
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toms were removed, and the patient:
continued well nearly for twelve months.
In another, there was strong reason to
suspect the presence of water in the.
chest; there also the symptoms were
entirely taken off. In one fatal case,
the existence of hydrothorax was ascer-
tained. Two others were cases of ana-

sarca, one of ascites, another of anasarca
and ascites combined.

I have to observe, of the peculiar
action of cream of tartar ;

¢ That in my successful cases, it
operated very early; generally pro-
ducing an increased flow of urine
within twenty-four hours. This was
especially remarkable, in Mr. C. and
Mather. = Dr. Home often found its
salutary effects delayed to the end of
three or four weeks.* But it is diffi-
cult to persuade patients to continue

% Clinical Observations, Exper. &c. Art. Remedies of Hydrops.

the
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the use of a medicine so long,* w1thout
any sensible beneﬁt. ;

b 1 have commonly found it purge
the patient four or five times a-day.
Instead of increasing the dose, there-
fore, as Dr. Home directs, I have
- been obliged to order tonics and cordi-
als, to enable the patient to bear the
usual quantity. = There 1s, indeed, great
difference between ~ the constitutions
of the wusual patients  at the Edin-
burgh royal infirmary, and those on
which we have to work here. The
natives of Manchester generally ' bear
evacuations very ill. ~ But after patients
have continued to use this remedy for
some weeks, I have _found it necessary

# I have often found patients object to the quantity of liguid, in
giving the solution of cream of tartar. This has obliged me in several

cases, tohave recourse to the combination with gamboge, which may

be exhibited in a very small portion of fluid,

fo
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to increase the dose: to six drachms, an
ounce, or more, every day; and have
then found it produce only two stools
in twenty-four hours,  In such cases,
its diuretic powgf seemed to lessen in
equal proportion, . After Wyatt had
long taken an ounce of ‘cream of tartar
a-day, she even became costive with
that dose, and required the use of gam-
boge. . Several of my dropsical patients,
however, were strangers: Nield, Ma-
ther, Duny,: Jelly and Johnson were
Imshseodi b

¢ Cream of tartar commonly dimi~
nishes the swellings very speedily. . It
- produces very watery stools, and for the
greater part, lessens the ' patient’s size
more quickly than the increase of urine
would lead us to expect.

SOf eight cases, in which the me-
lampodium was exhibited, three were
completely cured, one is convalescent;
' two
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two were emptied, and: their swellings
quite reduced, but died, from circum-

“stances to be explained hereafter.  One

was not relieved. Another, Johnson,
had watery stools, and was reduced in

- the size of the abdomen, after digitalis,

and many other powerful diuretics had
failed, -~ In: two of these, there was
water- in: the chest; and probably in

- Johnson.  Two were cases of pure

ascites, one cured, and the other con-
valescent, - The rest were complicated.

8 a 'I"-h-ﬁ-toi:-liﬁ. piils; Wheﬁ they have
succeeded with me, have operated early,
by producing cnpious watery stools,

. b Their action 1s casy, but'in cases of
long standing, contrary to Mr. Bacher’s
assertion, -they evidently weaken the
patient, however cautiously given,

¢ .Wﬁenever- they produce a dis-

charge of water, they reduce the swell-
: ' ings,
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ings. - These ' two effects, as I shall
soon have occasion to observe, ‘are by
no means reciprocal in'the use of every
diuretic.

- The Pulvis Doveri was given only
in one case. The occasional cause of
the disorder led directly to the employ-
ment of sudorifics, in that instance.

Gamboge with cream of tartar gave
relief in' a case (Bowers’s) which had
baffled every other prescription. The
patient was ~cachectic, and there was
reason to believe that the viscera were
obstructed. The same remedy, in con-
junction with calomel, was given, in
a case of anasarca, and effected a cure
. very speedily.

The  combination of calomel with
squills was pushed to a considerable
extent, with Jelly, because I suspected
the condition: of the liver. It did not,
however,

it 0
zh
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however, diminish the swellings in pro-
portion to its diuretic effect. =

-The tobacco tincture proved a ready
diuretic with Coxe. .In the two other
cases, and in some which T do not
recollect with sufficient accuracy to in-
sert, it did no service. But in Coxe’s
case, which was evidently a dropsy
of the ovartum, no benefit could be
expected from simple diuretics. The
. mercurial friction, and spiritus atheris
vitriolici, produced a considerable effect
on the disease. = The latter, as well
as the sp'rritusf theris nitrosi, probably
increases the urine by the action of its
alcohol.

In Betty Clay’s case, we have a strik-
ing example of the little anti-hydropic
power of an active diuretic, the spiritus
ztheris nitrosi. - She-attended me only
once in two or three months, and at
the end of eight, was as much swelled

as

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 102 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=102

110 REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

as ever; though she had been constantly
using this medicine, and though her
urine was passing in very unusual quan-
tity. - The tonic pills have nearly effected
a cure in ﬂ]lS case. -

=TT

On reviewing these : observations,
which, were = made without choice,
and with © no  predilection = for any
remedy, the result appears not highly
in favour of the digitalis, = Yet I
esteem it a valuable medicine, and I
have always found it safe, by attend-
ing' to Dr. Withering’s cautions.  The
melampodium, as given in the form
of tonic pills, appears, likewise, to
possess virtues that ought not to be
neglected. ' I have employed the cream
of tartar in comparatively few cases,
but when their nature is considered,
and the surprizing proportion of suc-
cess allowed for, I think we may
fairly - rank = this = medicine in the

Afirst
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first class of h’ydi'age’gu'e,sﬁ From what
T have seen’ of its effects; I shall
hereafier ‘give it a preferenee ‘in most
cases of 10 dreplsy, ‘to bring © forward a
I’aefge%: testimonial  of .‘its~ real " merits.
S%ronger conclusions may 'be  drawn ‘if
its “favour, “from these cases, because
t:hey ‘coincide with ~the expenence of
e, ‘Home.* Indeed, if'cream = of
tartar be found to possess enly an equal
share of merit with digitahs, the for-.
mer will deserve’ the preference as.
possessing no  deleterious’ qualities and
being easily managed by practttmners
of the smallest judgment. - In - treating
of this remedy, Dr. Home" hae formed
2 just and valuable distinction, between
-remedies which act chiefly as diuretics,

and those, which at the same time,
diminish the 'fluid effused 1n - dropsies.
I have been led to refer to this distine-
tion more than once, in the preceding
cases. - The doctor’s .words -are . these;
. # Clinicl Observ, Exper. &c, p, 349, '

(13 ‘.’Ve
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“ We have found, that oxymel col-
“ chici, bacca juniperi, &c. are much
“ stronger dretics, but much weaker
“ antihydropics, than cremor tartari.
““ We have seen, that it often neither .
~“increases urine nor stool, and yet
¢ that 1t cures.”* If this difference
were more observed, some mortifying
disappointments in practice might be
avoided.

Twenty-one of my patients were
males, and twenty-six were females.
This proportion supports the common
" opinion, that women are more sub-
ject to hydropic affections. Their ages
have varied from a year and a half to
seventy.'

In those cases which terminated
fatally, where an inspecﬁon of the body

1
# Clinical Exper, Obs, &c. p, 853, The whole passage, which
is long, deserves particular attention,

was

-
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‘was obtained, besides -the appearances

of disease in the viscera,” usual in
drbpﬁical ~complaints, © we  have - fre-
quently seen the kidneys affected with
enlargement, - inflammation, and a 'de-
gree of suppuration. In Rowbottom,
besides the disease in the liver, there
was an affection of the heart, sufficient
alone to produce death. In sich in-
‘stances, . dissections - prove’ the’ impossi-
bility of saving the patient.  Yet in
several of these cases, much relief was
obtained by the use of medicines, and
life was mnot only - prolonged, but
soothed. ~ The ~power of an ~hydra-
gogue mnever ‘appears greater, to'a
judicious - observer,  than  when it re-
duces swellings occasioned by perma-
nent ‘disease’ in the viscera, although
the event of the case should be ulti-
mately fatal,

Five of my patients died, in conse-

quence of a diarrthaa, which began
H - when
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when their swellings were greatly re.
duced. ' It is an observation of Hippe-
crates, repeated by all writers* on ' this
disease, that a diarrheea, appearing in
a dropsy of long' continuance; is gene-
rally fatal. Johnson, however, had a
looseness,  almost 'at ‘the distance of
three months from the time of his
admission, and yet escaped. In three
of the dissections, an' evident cause of
this symptom appeared: the intestines
were in a state of great inflammation.

Such a state of the bowels is fre-
quently - mentioned by practical * wri-
ters,4 but not as connected with a di-
arrheea, nor as following the abatement
of the swellings. I am inclined to
believe, - that this is a peculiar  termi-
nation of inveterate ascites. We see

¥ Hoffman, tom. I1I, p. 529. Sydenham sub titulo, Lieutaud |
Precis de la Med. Prat. &c. '

+ Monro on Dropsy, p. 8, and the authors quoted above, .
' : in
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in some other cases, in the ‘puerpéral
- fever’ partii:uiarly,' ‘that ‘inflammation
may -arise " in the contained  parts: of
the  abdomen, in .consequence - of - the
sudden removal ‘of pressure; and in
whatever ‘way ' that fact” may - be.€x-
plained, © I apprehend that- 4.isimilar
process: takes place, after the:reduction
of hydropic swellings.*  Hoffman-and
some others; explain such affections of
the intestines” from the 'long=continded
action of the"effused water-on> them;
which, though a theory of no value,
~ shows their conviction of the-reality? of
the fact. It is evidently- of great im-
portance to ascertain in ‘what cases-such
a termination may be expected, because
the practice, in a disease of long con-
tinuance, ~ought to  be considerably

* We must take care t0 distinguish, huwever, that in puerperal
fevers the. peritoneum appears to be first afiected. In hydropic
inflammation, the villous coat of the i m‘testmes is chiefly attacked,

He  influenced
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influenced by it. = This view will .ip-
duce the physician to-avoid all stimu-
lating - purgatives, and rather- to solicit
a very gradual discharge of the effused

fluid, than to urge the constitution to
a'degree of action, that may increase to

a morbid: state. There was no parti- |
cular appearance indicative of this ter-

mination, in the cases T have observed,

excepting a general irritability of the
habit, which always secured the effect

of the diuretics administered.

In three other fatal instances, death
was brought on by gangrene. This is
comnmﬁly‘ to be expected, in men,
when the skin of the penis has become

= = e

distended and tortuous. Johnson is the

only patient whom I have seen survive

this symptom. In respect of this state,

also, as a probable termination of drop-:

sy, it is evident, that brisk purgatives,
in the confirmed stage of the disease,

must be very injurious. I should even

dread,
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dread, in such circumstances, the effects
of digitalis on the movmg powers of the
circulation. - ERS

1 have never had recourse to tapping,
but when the state of the swellings
threatened suffocation.  Whenever I
~have been compelled to employ it, T
have found the effusion renewed in
great quantity, in the course of forty-
eight hours,” or within three or four
- days at the utmost.

HYDROCEPHALUS.

Great doubts must attend every ap-
parent instance of success, in the treat-
ment of hydrocephalus internus.  Other
diseases produce nearly similar symp-
toms, and mercury, the prevailing re-
. medy in hydrocephalus, is used with
H3 success
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success in those disorders; - jparticuiaﬁy
in remoying worins- from the intestinal
canal. The two following cases will
prove that hydrocephalus may be survi-
ved, butI am inclined to regard them as
spontaneous cures, little, if at all assisted
by medicine. As new facts, however,
they are worth recording, and as they
afford clear instances of recovery, from
a complaint generally deemed incurable,
they may teach us not to despair, in
similar situations. |

In February, 1783 I was consulted
for a boy, two years of age, who,
about ten days before, had been sud-
denly deprived of his speech, of the
motion of his right arm, and of
that of both legs and feet. = When I
saw him, he had recovered the use of
his arm, in somie degree, but the lower
extremities remained entirely useless,
After the first appearance of these symp-
~ toms, ﬁhe_ bones of the cranium had

separated,
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separated, and the right parietal ‘bone
‘was considerably elevated. ' The eyes
were protruded, but, in a moderate
light, the pupils had a natural appear-
ance and contracted well.  He under-
went a feverish ' paroxysm -every day.
His pulse was commonly quick; his
sleep; much disturbed ; and though
naturally ,'litgﬁl_y- and  active, he now
appeared. uncommonly dull.  He-had
been blistered betwéen the shoulders,
- without relief. I directed a blister to
be applied over the fontanella, and
ordered. three gramns of calomel to be
given every second or third day. The
paralytic -symptoms  went off rapidly;
- under this course, and ‘at. the end of a
- week, the bones 'of ‘the cranium began
to approximate. ‘The sutures soon' clo
sed again, and the child recovered his
~usual spurits - and | actmty Wlth the use
of his limbs. '

11_1 sprmg, 1'789, the famijy of a
labourer in Wood-Street, of the name
H 4 . of
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of Belcher, was attacked by the fever
then prevalent. - 'One of the children,
a boy about a year and half old, was
_ insensible ‘during a great part of the
course of the. fever, and lingered much
in his tecovery. When the strength
. returned, an aversion to light was
~observed, and the head began to in-
~ crease in size.. At length, the sutures
opened, and the child became blind.
The motion of the lower limbs was
lost about the same time. 1 gave
~ calomel in small doses,r every other
day, so as to keep the body moderately
open, .but without exciting any signs
of mercurial action.. . By degrees, the
child became more lively, regained the
use of its limbs, and the enjoyment of
all its senses, but that of sight,  The
head then decreased in size, aud at the
end of six weeks, the sutures closed
again. The patient grew strong, ac-
tive and lusty. But a cataract of con-
siderable ~size . now appeared in each

eye,
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eye, and as an operation was not to be
thought of in so young a subject, he
was discharged, cured of hydrocepha-

' Perhaps ‘the fortunate event of these
cases was owing to the suddenness with
which the effusion was made. In the
first, no exciting cause could be dis-
covered, and probably whatever cause
had acted, had not been permanent.
In the second, the febrile attack seemed
to excite the effusion; and with the
fever, the dangerous state of the disease
had ended. Symptoms of recovery
appeared, in the first patient, before
I saw him; I have therefore little hesi-
tation in considering - his cure as spon-
taneous. The event of the second case
1s more doubtful in this respect. Little
mercury was given, and no affection
of the mouth was excited; neither
was there, any increase of urine. Per-
baps the medicine assisted nature in

some
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Exhibiting the EFrrets of some Divrerics, in FORTY-SEVEN CasEs of Drorsy.

Name. Adpe.|  Species of Dropsy. Remedy. Fuent.
1. Sarah lrlam _6‘_’_ Anasarca Digitalis Cured
z. John Wilson 28 |  Ascites and Anasarca | Digitalis, 15t Course Cured
The same Relapsed Digitalis, 2d Course Mot relieved
73, Elizabeth Hall 31 |Leucophlegm. & incip. asci. Digitalis Cored
4. John Dawson _55_|Ascites & Leucophlegmatia Digitalis . Cored
5. James Heys 27 Ascites and Anasarca Digitalis Cared e
6. Ehizabeth Atherton | 19 |Ascites & Leuncophlegmatia Digitalis Cured
7. Ellen_Farrar _ 25 Hydrothorax Digitalis Cared
g. Margarct Dewrden 9 Ascites Digitalis Cured
“g. Blizabeth Bayley 25 Hydrothorax Digitalis Relieved
1. Digitalis, & Cream of|
10. John Rowbottom 16 |Hydroth, Ascites & Anasar| Tartar with gamboge, Relieved
B 2. Calomel with Squills I
t1. Ellen Wyatt 58 Ascites To11ilcﬁ?‘iltl-:u5;icéitalis Nat relieved
2d Course. Z
The same Cream of Tartar in So- Convalescent
lution, with Gamboge
12. James Lees 53 Ascites Digitalis Cured
13. William Williams [ 6a Ascites and Anasarca 15t Course. Digitalis Mot relieved
The saine 2d Course. Tonic Pills Di*;;j:;'e et |
14. Eligabeth Williameon| 0 |Ascites & Anasar, gd attack Digitalis Mot relieved
15. bllen Jones o Anasarca Digitalis Not refieved
16. Wiiliam Waters 23 Ascites Digitalis Died
17. Job Bowers 37 | Ascites and Anasarca D..}?;rﬂ;‘;,;;dﬂi';t?g‘f Died
18. Mary Rowley 30 Ascites Digitalis Mot relieved
19. Mary Sudworth 21 Agcites and Anasarca Dipitalis Mot relieved
20, Elizabeth Oldham | 48 Ascites Digitalis Not relieved
z1. Lhzabeth Williamson | 6o Ascites Digialis Mot relieved
21. Georgcﬁuwmn _79 |Ascites, Anasar.& Hydroth, Digitalis Died
23. William Taylor 1g |Ascites, Anasar.& Hydrath Digitalis Died
24 Mr. C. 40 Hydrothorax Cream of Tar. in Solur- Cared
z5. A. B. "398 | Hydrothorax and Ascites | Cream of Lartar Cured
26, Perer Nield —4'.'5_ Anasarca Cream of Tartar Cured T
27, 'Chomas Mather z5 Ascites and Anasarca Cream of Tartar LCured
The same Relapsed Cream of Tartar Convalescent
z%. John Hopwaod 48 | Ascites and Hydrothorax Cream of Tartar Relieved
29. Elizabeth Monk 45 Hydrathorax Cream of Tartar Convalescent
0. Catherine Duny | 20 Ascites Cream of Tartar Cured
31, Ann Wagstait 25 Anasarca Cream of Tartar Cured
32. Jeremiah Woaood 4z Anasarca and Hydrothorax Cream of Tartar Died
33. Sarzh Hartley 2y | Ascites and Hydrothorax | Bacher's Tonic Pills D':;:':g:rg:i-l;;z:'ﬂ
34 Alice Wrigley 15 | Ascites and Anasarca Baii]}frﬁmrln;‘il:rftli]:surd Cured
35. Ann Waring 23 | Ascites and Anasarca | Bacher’s Tonic Pills Cured
tat Course. i
36. Betty Clay 46 Ascites e ;‘f néﬁ.;,l::mh Ié;t:::g:;cnt
Bacher’s Tonic Pills
37. Mary Winterbotiom SR Ascites Bacher’s Tonic Pills Cured
18. William Kay 12 Ascites Pulvis Doveri Cured
39. Hannah Wolstenholme| 40 Anasarca Calomel Cured
b ] pst Course 3 Relieved,
40. Thomas Jelly 38 |Hydroth, Ascites & Anasar. Cﬂm::;} E‘;?f.f'”‘"’ :;It:f[t,l;]:l::li‘::ii
of the Swellings
41. Mary Coxe 29 Hydrops Ovarii N"‘“";?:’,‘;;:ﬁ:ﬁ;.:mhc' Relieved
42. James Johnson 23 | Ascites and Anasarca Nicotiana Mot relieved
The same Bacher’s ‘Tome Pills " Relieved
43. Mary Rules, T Ascites Puncture Died
44- Charles Allen T Ascites ey squills Died
45- Mary Beard 38 |Ascites, Anasar. &Hydroth, Puaneture Died
46. Edward Osmotherly z Hydrocephalus Calomel Recovered
47. Thomas Belcher 1 Hydrocephalus Calomel HRecovered

T'o face page 123,

Casgs
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124 REMEDIES OF DROPSY.

Total cured, = 2z. A%
— relieved, - 5.
Convalescent,. - 3.
Not relieved, 7.
Dead, - 10,

§ 4?.

It appears from this table, that cases
of anasarca. alone, or of anasarca and
ascites complicated, are the most cu-
rable species of dropsy; mnext to these
ascites; and that the most intractable
kind 1s the complication of ascites and
anasarca, or of either, with hydro-
thorax. This confirms the common
opinion. My cases of hydrothorax
alone have been very favourable; but
they are not in sufficient number to
justify a conclusion. The same obser-
vation applies to the instances of hy-
drocephalus, and to that of hydrops
ovaril,

UVA
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By

I have glven ﬂllS medlcme in a con-
51derable number of nephrltlc cases, in
very moderate doses, ~and always with
mamfest aﬁvantage. 5 When the pain
18 very acute, and the pulse quick, T
begin the cure “with bleeding, and a
gentle purgﬁtwe compﬂsed of manna
and a neutral salt. This purgative I
repeat twice a-week, and on the inter-
mediate days, direct the patient to take
five* grains of uva ursi, and half a

¥ The smallness of this dose, in exhibiting a medicine generally
given._in the quantity of a scruple, may excite surprise. A medical
friend, of high reputation, +who inspected these papers before they
went to the press, appeared very dubious respt:{:ﬁng:-this particular,
The facts, however, are exactly as I have represented, and I may
add, thatin doses of a scruple, or half a drachm, I have found this

remedy produce nausea, even when joined with opium. |

grain
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126 UVA URSL

grain of opium, three or four times
a-day, according to.the-urgency of the
symptoms. I have never found larger
doses nccessary. This method always
relieves, and generally effects a cure.
Of sixteen patients, treated in this
"manner, I have discharged twelve

- cured.* In reckomng the cures, I do

not rest on the cessation of 2 smgle fit,
but require a permanent relief from
pain. Many of my patients have used
the remedy for several months toge-
ther, before this end was attained.
The fits became slighter, and at léngth
ceased. -

The mode in which this remedy
acts, is still. unknown. It produces
no sensible effect beside the abatement
of pain, which cannot be attributed to
‘the small quantity of opium joined

% Of the remaining four, two were much relieved, and two
discontinued their attendance,

with
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with it. " Dr. Cullen’s conjecture ‘on
this subject, though it scems to ap-
proach near the truth, still gives us an
effect for a cause. = Perhaps the secret
is to be sought in the undiscovered
process of the generation of calculus.
If, as the new chimistry teaches us,
the human calculus consist in a great
measure of 2 peculiar acid, it is possi-
ble, that a bitter and astringent of
a-.certain ' nature, ~may - exert  specific
powers; by direct action on the solids,
in preventing ~the separation of that
acid from the fluids, in wuncommon
quantity.

I have had occasion to try the effect
of uva ursi, in some cases of hamaturia,
i delicate female subjects, where there
was every reason to conclude, that the
hamorrhage proceeded from the kidnies.
It has always succeeded in removmg
the complaint.

From
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128 HYSTERIA.

- From- these, and some other facts,
I have been led to believe, that this
remedy acts specifically, as a tonic and
astringent, on the kidnies.

HYSTERIA.

Men are frequently attacked by com-
plaints which approach to the hyster-
cal type. In the following instance, a
young man was affected with regular
- hysteric fits, in consequence of con-
tinued vexation and anxiety.

In spring, 1789, I was desired to
wvisit  J. C. about seventeen =years of
age, on account of fits, with which
he had been seized a few days before.
T was told, that they began with great
dejection of spirits, sighing, and un-
easiness about the preecordi. He then

became
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HYSTERIA. : 129

‘became apparently insensible, but groan-
ed much, and' did " not recover for
a considerable time. He relapsed fre-
quently, from slight causes, and often
had three or four fits in a day.” He
said, that he felt the globus hystericus,
at the approach of each paroxysm, and
that he retained ' his senses, 'in some
degree, to the termination of each.
His pulse was weak, and hurried ; his
tongue ‘somewhat foul; and his coun-
tenance timid.  His evacuations were
natural. I do not recollect the  parti-
cular nature of his employment, but it
was of a sedentary kind. -

After cleariﬁg his stomach by an
emetic, I directed some pills to be
made up, composed of opium and asa-
fecetida, and to be given in such a man-
ner, that he took half a grain of the
former, and four grains of the latter,
every hou'r, previous to the approach
of the morning paroxysm. On the

I - it
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first day of taking the pills, the fit

~came on, but in a slighter degree. The
next day, he was ordered to begin at a
greater distance from the wusual time
of the fit. He took, by this means,

~three grains of opium, and more than
a scruple of asafeetida. The paroxysm
was ecffectually prevented by this dose
without producing the smallest uneasi-
ness to the patient. ' Two of the pills
“were given at bed-time, for a few nights
afterwards, and the cure was finished by
administering tonics. I have not heard
that he has suffered any relapse.

DIABETES.

I have seen very few instances of
this disorder, and can add nothing to
its history, but one case in which the
patient was cured. .~ Any example of

SUCCess,

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 124 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=124

DIABETES. 131
success, in a complaint generalljr ‘50
intractable, 1s '-intEreéting : and encou-
raging. e

- Robert Backhouse, aged fbrty-'ﬁﬁé,
was admitted in June, 1791.  He had
passed a very great quantity of urine,
for several weeks. At the time of his
admission, the flow of urine was
greatest in the night, and prevented
him from sleeping. He then passed
from three to four quarts in the course
of each night exclusive of at least one
quart in th'e*-dit'y. “His urine was
whey-coloured, and of a sweetish taste.
He was much emaciated, and troubled
with a constant thirst; his t@ﬁgﬁe ap-
peared parched, and was divided by

small fissures.

I directed for him a course of bark,
with elixir of vitriol. In a fortnight,
his urine came off in smaller quantity,
and soon after was reduced entirely to

| . To a natural
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132 DIABETES.

a natural state. | -He  then complamed
Qf conmdexable hﬁat and pain in the
region of the bladder, which were
removed by demulcents. He went out,
with a_cough, and some other pectoral
comp]&mts (for which: he was desired to
attend as an out-patif,ﬂt) but perfectly
cured of h;s dlabetes '

: D,r._ Sydenharn seems to have ~con-
s1dered this asra dlsease arising from
debﬂ;ty,* but he has not taken notice
of it as an. 1d10pathlc .disorder. - Our
patlents symptoms indicated tonic  re-
med;es, and these had all the success
T could desire. If they had failed, I
should have - Jomed the use of lime-
water wnh them. This remedy has
been considered, by some practitioners,
- as a kind of specific in diabetes.

~The only remarkable  circumstance
which I could trace in the previous

% Of the epidemic diseases, from 1675 to 1680,

history
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154 DIABETES:

Transactions of a Society for the im-
provement of Medical and Chirurgical
knowledge, vol. II. art. 5.

In one case of diabetes, which termi-
nated fatally, I obtained an inspection
of the body, and found the kidnies
greatly diseased. = There were ulce-
rations in the pelvis of each kidney,
and even the external surface of each
was covered with deep ulcers, in a
circular form. With such appearances
before us, it would be idle to seek for
the seat of this complaint in a distant
organ, and it would be vain to expect
a permanent cure, in such a state of the
kidnies, from any remedy.

/' The suggestions of this defective
- theory, however, have proved useful,
- by introducing the practice of confining
the patient to animal food, for which
we. are indebted to Dr. Rollo, and
the efficacy of which will be strongly
* ino - exemplified
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exemplified in two of the succeeding
cases. :

From the view which I had taken of
diabetes, I was induced to try a combi-
nation of Peruvian bark, uva ursi, and
opiﬁm, in the pri:_rporﬂons of a scruple
of each of the former, to half a grain
of the latter, four times a-day. The
doses were taken with lime-water, which
was also directed for the patients com-
mon drink. Three cases of confirmed
diabetes mellitus were cured by this
plan. 1 shall now give a detailed view
of some recent cases of the disease,
exhibiting the progress of recovery.

Samuel Brookes, a middle aged man,
was admitted, Oct. 10th, 1808, into the
infirmary. He had been affected with
diabetes, in a greater or less degree, for

a year and half. The following table
will shew the increase, and subsequent
diminution of his urine.

; T TABLE,
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20,

S 215

26,
275

Jan. o1,

1809,

TABLE.

in 24 hours,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,
ditto,

17
16
16
18
18
18
19
19
19
16
4
23
22
19
18
17
22
20
21
22

207

20
19
21

18

161

15
14
14
13

pi nts.
ditto.

ditto.

ditto.
ditto,

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.

ditto.
ditto,
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto,
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto,
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto.
ditto,

ditto.

Jan.
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140 « TABER
Feb. 14, 1809 in 24 hours, 6% pints.

155 ditto, : 8 ditto.
.26} ditto, 7% ditto.
17, ditto, 7% ditto,
18, ditto, 6% ditto.
5 (o ditto, 8 ditto.
20, ditto, 7% ditto.
21, ditto,- - 7 ditto,
22, ditto, 8 ditto.
23, ditto, 8 ditto.
24, ditto, 8 ditto.
gEyh  S1 ditto, 7 ditto.
26, ditto, 8 ditto-
275 ditto, ' 7%+ ditte.
28, ditto, 7% ditto.
March 1, ditto, 6% ditto,
25 ditto, 7 ditto.
gye i ditto, 8 ditto.
&y ditto, 8= ditto.
L e ditto, 8 ditto.
6, ditto, 8 ditto.
7 ; ditt{),- . 8 dittﬂ-
8jb o1 ditto, 8 ditto.
gyt ditto, 7 ditto.
10, ditto,- - g ditto.
17, ditto, " 8 ditto.
12, ditto, 7 ditto.
30 ditto, 7% ditto.
T4, ditto, 7% ditto.
15, ditto, 8 ditto.
March
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142 ~ DIABETES.

This patient was" much *emaciated,
when admitted, and had a thick yellow
crust on his tongue. The prescriptions
were; . o

Capiat, Pulv. Uva Urs.
—— Cort. Peruv, 7 Dj.
=—— Opii grss quater in die.

Bibat Aq". Calc. 3ij. post sing. dos. Pulver.

On Dec. 19th, When he was__ evi-
dently regaining his health, he was put
on a strict diet of “animal food: his
looks were at that time improving.
A diarrthza was occasioned by the
animal diet, in consequence of which
his medicines were omitted, and he was
put on common diet.

On the 26th, he was ordered to take
his powders again, but ten grains of the
extract of Ratania were substituted for
the Peruvian bark. His urine was still
decreasing in quantity.

' On
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~On Jan. 11th, béing much better in
health, he was again restricted to animal
food, and the plan. of medicine and -
regimen was continued without varia-
tion, till the 10th of April, when he
was  discharged ;. the quantity of urine

being then natural, though it st1ll con-
taied saccharme matter.

. Dr. Henry has favoured me with the |
following remarks on the chemical pro-
'pertie's of the urine.

¢« The first examination, which T made
« of Brookes’s urine, was in November
¢ Jast. It had then, distinctly, all the
“ chemical properties, that characterize
« this fluid in diabetes mellitus. Its
« specific gravity varied from 1029 to
« 1033, the first: urine voided in a
« morning by a healthy person having
“ usually' the specific gravity of 1020. -
« When ' evaporated by the heat of
-« gsteam, 1t gave about 1-15th its weight

ic Of
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144 : DIABETES.

« of a tenacious extract, which became
« hard and Dbrittle on cooling, and con-
“sisted almost entirely of saccharine
« matter, without any of that peculiar
«substance (urea) which distinguishes
“healthy urine. No wurea, at least,
« could be discovered by the application
“ of nitric acid ; but by other methods
“ of analysis, which I shall soon have
“ occasion to publish, a small proportion
“ was detected, and may, I believe, be

- ¢ discovered in all diabetic urine. This
“ fact 1s of some importance ; inasmuch
« as it proves that the secretory office of
“ the kidnies, however it may be um-
« paired, is not altogether deranged even
¢ in the worst form of the disease.

“ On the 22d of February, the urine

“ of the same person yielded 1-16th its
“ weight of extract, a variation from the
¢« former proportion not greater than
« often, occurs in the same day. The
- extract was equally saccharine as be-
the
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« fore, and still afforded 'noscales on
“ the addition of  nitric acid.”” On 'the
“ 4th of Aprll, it gave 1-12th; ra:nd on
‘ the 8th, between® 1-10th*aid  1-11th

“its weight of saccharine matter, | with-
<« out any '“sensible’ portion “of “urea.
“« Hence it appears, that notwithstanding
¢ the patient’s amendment, and the great
“reduction of saccharme matter dally
“ gvacuated, its pmportion, in a’given
« quantity of urine, had rather increased
¢ than diminished. This is contrary
“to the experience of Dr. Rollo and
< many'_roﬁ--f‘?mié:- ‘correspondents, ' who
« found the effect of animal diet to be
“a diminution of the proportion of
“ extractive matter, and the re-appear—
“ance of urea, ) ¥ ;

¢ T had no ofip'bi'tunitjr ~of examining
s« Winterbottom’s urine, till he had been
“some time exclusively using. animal
“ food ; “but his description’ leaves no
] dﬁubt that 1t had been before largely
e K g 1mpregnated
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“ impregnated with sugar. It has now,
“in every respect, the properties of
“ healthy urine, containing no saccha-
“ rine matter, and affording the natural
“ propnrtion of extract, in which urea

- “is made remarkably apparent by the
“ test of nitric acid.

“ A singular appearance in Brooks’s
“ urine, at one period of the disease,
“ was the deposition of a large quantity
“of coagulated albumen, in round
¢ grains resembling pearl barley. Du-
“ ring three days, this deposit amounted
“ to two ounces and a half,

« I examined, with the greatest atten-
“ tion, a small quantity of blood, which
“ had been taken from Brooks’s arm.
“ The serum had precisely the same
“specific gravitv as that of healthy
“ blood, and coagulated at the same
“ temperature. It had not the whey
¢ colour, which I remember once to
“ have
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“ have remarked in an instance of
“ this disease, nor did it afford the
“ smallest trace of sugar on the most
¢ careful analysis.”

Marcellus Winterbottom, a young
man, had been ill ‘of ‘diabetes for two
months, He was admitted Dec. 26th,
1808. He was ordered the same medi-
cines with' Brookes, and on Jan. 21st,
was confined to a strict diet of animal
food. No variation took place, till the
time of his being discharged when his
urine was natural, both in Quantlty and
quality, -

kg TABLE.

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 141 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=141

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 142 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=142

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 143 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=143

150 TABLE,

Febi 205 1809, - in24 hours, 7 pints.

21y ditto, 7 ditto.
g tLt ditto, 8 ditto.
@3> 151~ dittoy01ib 7 ditto.
24y ditto, 10 ditto. ,
28y 17 dittoy 8 ditto,
BG40 dittoy 8 ditto.
" eyib o ditto, 7% ditto,
@B o1 ditto,~ ' 7% ditto.
March 5, dittoy,~ 8 ditto.
o3b 01 . dittoy? 7 ditto,
0igp I dittog 6 ditto.
-Oggd & - dittoy 7 ditto.
0y © ditte, 8 ditto.
6?- 4, ditto, 7 ditto.
R ditto, 7 ditto,
0igP © ditto, g ditto.
Ofjlo o dittoy 7 ditto.
Goj° sI ditto, - 7 ditto.
SR <6 ditto, 6 ditto.
7 R ditto, 7 ditto.
3 =€ dittoy 5% ditto.
e 7 ditto,” 6 ditto.
¥ey © dittoy, 7 ditto.
i < P dittoy " 8 ditto.
757 =6 ditto, 5 ditto,
18, ditto, 7 ditto.
g, ditto, - 5 ditto.
" 20, ditto, 7 ditto.
FIe 5 dittog 5% ditto.
: ; March
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In‘another case, 'which was treated:
with the same medicines, but without
reatnctmn of diet, I did not succeed.
The . _patient at first made fifteen pints
of . water - in twenty-four hours, - and
whenhe ‘was discharged, the quantity
was only reduced to five quarts. It
contg}ned_{saccharme matter.

Whlle these cases . prove the efficacy
of th1s mode of treatment, they shew
the 1;1}p01ftance of animal diet in this
disease. |

- EPIDEMIC
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-;In the WIIHE’F’OEI’Y]T?BQ -and. in spring;
1790, can: epidemic. féver! preyailed:
much: in: Manchester-and Salford»-The.
preceding ~summer - and -autumn: had
been  uncommonly moist; and the month
~of:N ovember _-.S't':'__tJ,:if{_lif_*W"Ithﬁ much ¢old and
heavy rain. . The symptoms’ were, pain.
in'the head, back; and limbs; sickness;.
cough ; and in several cases fowards the
end of the winter, great pain and; dif-
ficulty” in voiding  urine < - The pu]ﬁc
was - quick, but - soft;  and sometimes
intermitted in the Airst:: days. The _
tongue was generally white ; some-
times with a longitudinal brown ‘stripe
i the middle. The patienfs werg:

commonly
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- commonly costive at fist. In the
course of the first week, the head-ach
and pain of the back became excruci
ating, and were often accompanied
with low delirium. ' The skin was, at
this period, in most cases dry and harsh,
‘without any remarkable heat; but in
some cases, profuse watery sweats took
place.” In the ‘second week, the dry-
ness' and harshness of the tongue in-
creased ; the eyes became inflamed;
the patient was inattentive to what passed
around him, but restless. The cough
increased to a distressing degree;  and
- costiveness became - habitual.. At the
‘end of ' this period, the lips and teeth
had generally contracted a black furj;
the patient often groaned, and some- ~
times shrieked aloud : the skin was
parched: and burning; and the disease
became a formed typhus. -

The epidemic was most prevalent

from November to January, in the
winter,

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 148 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=148

OF 1780 AND 1790. 153

winter, ~and appeared again in the
succeeding ~April.  When the first
frosts set in, most of my ' patients who
then had the fever became delirious.
Those women who recovered, were
commonly affected with hysterical
symptoms, after the fever = disappeared.
The first ‘instance of this kind> was
somewhat intricate.  After the abate-
sent of all the feverish: symptoms, the
- patient was se:zed with violent sickness
and’ vomiting in' the evening, which
continued to a ' very late hour. Aw
anodyne was prescribed, and she was
better next day. - But the sickness and
vomiting' returned, on the succeeding
evening, and I was then told, that she
had thrown up "some . gl:een matter.
B{l particular inquiry, I -found that
some degree of the gleﬂs “hystericus.
attended the paroxysm. The goodness
of her pulse every morning, after a
vomiting-fit of three or four hours,
confirmed me in my opinion of the

‘nature
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nature of  the complaint. Accordingly,
I ordered d}a_ughts with asafeetida and
opium, and found that the paroxysms
yielded readily,~and soon entirely left
ber.: Lot dw o

- The mortality in this epidemic was
not great, though we had dreadful
accounts of 1its ravages in some of the
neighbouring towns.  Out of the  first
~mninety patientss whom I attended 1n i,
two only died.  One of these had been
confined  to bed during a fortnight
before I saw her. In general, those
who - were visited during the first three
or four days of the disease; recovered
very early. ~ But when patients were
suffered to linger for a fortnight or-
three weeks, before assistance was de-
sired, of which I had too many in-
stances, the disease proved tedious and

difficult,

In the early stage, antimonial eme-
tics, _and gentle laxatives did eminent
service.
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service. ~ The fever often  disappeared;
as soon as the bowels were cleared.
In general, the patients bore purging
well, and even required it repeatedly;
. the pulse commonly -bgcaime firmer and
more regular, - after evacuatmns of this
kind. - Al i

J M ha,d been attacked w1th the
usual symptoms of the epidemic, three
days before I saw him. He was cos-
tive, é_md his -pulse', intermitted —every
fifth- or sixth stroke. I ordered him
five  ounces of infusion of sena, which
produced. several : loose - stools.  Next
- day, the pulse was. regular, -and | the
~intermission - was entirely -gone.- This
is the only clear instance of the Sola-
nian - pulse that I - have met "with.
- After unloading the  bowels, "if the
skin continued dry, and the pulse
quick, a.diaphoretic mixture was or-
dered, containing antimonial wine and
laudanum, in the quantity of fifteen

| drops
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drops of ‘the former, and ten of the
latter, every three hours. The use of
diluents was enjoined ; and a pa.rti,cular' \
attention to ‘cleanliness (the most diffi-
cult part of the process) carefully
enforced. In all offensive houses, I
obliged the inhabitants to white-wash
the whole; and large jilrs, containing
. new-slaked lime, were placed in the
chamber of every patient.  When the
disorder was accompanied with profuse
sweats, the spiritus etheris vitriolici,
in doses of half a drachm, repeated
every three or four hours, gave great
relief. The pains in the head and
back, when they resisted’ these me-
thods, were effectually relieved by blis-
tering between the shoulders.  This
remedy exerted particular power over
the epidemic. A single blister removed
every complaint, in many cases.

The dysuria, which prevailed in se-
veral instances where no blister had
' been .
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been applied, gave way to the large
use of “diluents: combined - with muci-
lage of gum arabic, and to the inter-
position of opium, '

. 'The use of bark was seldom abso-
lutely ‘necessary, excepting when the
disease had run into typhus. In the
earlier stage, bark did not appear to
_ accelerate the cure, and was only useful
by removing deblhty, afer the “fever
had dmappeared

In some cf those unfortunate cases,
where the patient had been confined
to bed durin-g three or four weeks, be-
fore recourse was had to the Inﬁrmary,
nmther bark nor wine, thnugh aqsmted
by other stimulants, produced any effect
on the disease. Even when I could
depend on the regular administration
of the medicines, I have seen patients
waste away, 1nsen51bly to themselves,
and to those about them; and after

lying

£
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lying “in a' kind’ of middle’ state, not
- dead, but scarcely alive, expire at the
end of  some weeks, = Several patients
came under my care, during the intense
heat of the last summer, who had been
il from: three weeks to a-month each,
when I first: visited them. ~ Two 'of
thém* were 1n this state,  and -were
evidently © hastening = to’ their- graves;
notwithstanding the free use of  tonics
and 'antiseptics,; when' the heat of the
weather, and the closeness: of their
apartment induced me to think of ap-
plying the stimulus of cold; in the
manner: which has. been successfully
practised in- some other hospitals.4 I
therefore ordered them: to be washed
with cold ' water, one very close even-

o * Anne and Frances Fowden,

+ Dr. Wright of Jamaica recommends cold bathing, even Inmthel
béginning af fevers, in -u-:rarn; climates.  His confidence in the
remedy was proved by his practising it in his own case. London
Med. Journal, ‘vol. VIL p. 110." e ’]

: ": ] . r-.l ing.
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mng. The pulse was raised mext morn-
ing, and they were more sensible. The
ablution was repeated next night, and
the favourable change continued. I
then directed them to be -comgletély
“immersed, afterwards to be well rubbed,
with' coarse towels, and laid into bed,
with the lower extremities wrapped in -
flannel.  The consequence was, an 1ms
mediate appearance of recovery, which

was followed by a regular progress to
convalescence.

A third patient,* sister to the two
former, contracted the fever, and in the
course of a fortnight sunk into the same
languishing condition.  She was washed
with cold water two or three times a
week ; was sensibly better after every
ablution ; and recovered completely.

A fourth patient,4 about the sanie
time, was seized with the cholera, then

- # Jene Fowden, . + Thomas Gibsot,

L raging
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raging in the town. His vomiting and
purging were soon stopped (I saw him
on the first day) but a great stupor and
prostration of strength remained. His
pulse was hurried, his countenance
yellow, and his tongue covered with
a thick crust, brown in the centre.
After using tonics and stimulants, and
among the latter, blisters to the temples,
with little effect, I directed him to be
washed all over with cold water. It
appeared to refresh him much ; he was
more sensible and attentive next day,
and the ablution was repeated. He
even became fond of it. In a few
days he was able to come down stairs,
but his friends were imprudent enough
to let him indulge in animal food,
which brought on a diarrhaa, and

occasioned an entire change of the
course,

Another patient, Jane Jones, caught
the fever by lodging in the same house

with
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with ' the three sisters already men-
tioned. She had been 1ill for five
weeks before 1 was informed of her
. situation. The mistress of the house
bad admitted this person f{resh from
- the country, after I had warned her of
the danger of receiving new lodgers
into a house infected in e.vefy room.
Alarmed at the effect of her impru-
dence, when she found the girl sicken,
she would not suffer me to be informed
of her illness, though I was then wsit-
ing herself and three of her children,
who successively caught the disease;
and the secret was only betrayed by
the screams of the poor creature, which
were heard in the adjoining house.
An inquiry took place, and I was made
ﬂcquain,ted with . the truth. - I found
her delirious, with a black fur on the

~ lips and teeth; her cheeks extremely
- flushed, and her pulse low, creeping,
and scarcely to be counted. Finding
that the bark with stimulants, wine,
2 ~ and
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and the application of blisters produced
no alteration, but that on the contrary
she became more insensible, and passed
whole nights in shricking, I ordered
her to be completely washed with cold
water.  The first and second trials

produced no remarkable effect, but I

finding her no worse, I directed her to
be entirely immersed. Next day, she
was able to sit-up. The remedy was
repeated at proper intervals, and she
recovered perfectly. All these cases
occurred, during the excessive hot wea-
ther of July and August, 1791. How
far they will apply, in cooler seasons
of the year, must be determined by
future observations.

The recovery from the state of ty-
phus was, as usual, very gradual. In

a few instances abscesses formed, and
ended the complaint. Margaret Thomp-

son, aged twenty-six, was admitted
November 9, 1789, with the symp-

toms
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‘toms of the prevailing epidemic, which
she attributed to contagion. In the
course of a fortnight, she was jtcrle:ral:rlj,l'
free from fever, and seemed to recover
very quickly. = But on the first day of
a smart frost, she was induced to go
out, and to walk as long as she could
support herself. The fever returned
next day, with great violence; a severe
‘diarrhaea - came on; and the cough
became incessant, and violent. A con-
stant delirium attended these symp-
toms, so that the case appeared entirely
hopeless. Near three weeks were spent
in combating these alarming appear-
ances : her diarrhaa was then lessened,
and she became rather more sensible.
She now complained greatly of a pain
in her right side, which kept her in
constant agony, and obliged her to lie
almost always on her face. Upon ex-
amination, I found a round hard tu-
mour under the false ribs on the right
side, deep seated, and not affecting the

1.3 ~ colour
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colour of the integuments.  She felt
often a violent throbbing in it, and was
seized with shiverings several times in
* the course of the day. She now passed
-under the care of another practitioner,
and T only know, in general, that the
tumour burst externally, and that she
recovered.  If, as there was reason to
suspect, this was an abscess of the liver,

the case may be added to the number
of fortunate escapes.

In some instances, where constant
stupor and low delirlum prevailed,
with redness of the tunica albuginea,
and a dark-red fulness overspread the
face, T found bleeding with leeches in
the temples, succeeded by moderate
dosés ‘of bark, combined with musk,
very useful.  Towards autumn, 1790,
several cases- of petechial fever occurred
to me, and, in one quarter of the town,
the typhus was complicated with an
inflammatory  affection of the perito-

. P -

neum
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- On dissection, the whole - intestinal
canal appeared greatly inflated;  in
many plaée_s it was externally inflamed,,
but no marks of disease were discover-
able within the cavity of the tube.
A thick inflammatory exsudation was
spread over the whole surface of the
peritoneum, which, in several places,
gave an appearance of adhesions bes
tween the turns of the intestines.

In the other fatal instance of this
disease, the patient was covered with
petechie, from the first attack. Per-
haps local inflammation is more com-. -
monly joined with typhus than we are
aware.  Sir John Pringle’s dissections.
prove, that suppuration in the brain is
no unusual effect of such fevers; and
in different seasons, the determination
seems to be made to the bowels or
lungs, according to the state of the
Prexgailing epidemic.

In
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In the co.urse' of the last twelve
~months, I have met with several in-
stances of putrid fever, in young gitls,
accompanied with broad macule, on
the body and limbs, and a gangrenous
state of the labia pudendi. - The parts
were greatly tumefied, and extremely
painful. It was a very fatal complaint.

J. €. was brought to me as a para-
lytic patient. The motion of the right
side was nearly destroyed; his speech
~was greatly impeded, and his eyes were
wild and distorted. On inspecting his
tongue, I perceived a thick feverish
crust, with- a2 brown list along the
centre, and his pulse was hurried. He
had been ill for some time, and I was
told by his attendant, that he was
at first attacked with strong feverish
symptoms. = Even after the paralytic
appearances, he continued to complain
of rigors, and of pain in the small
of his back. All these circumstances

: ~ gave
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gave suspicion that typhus was the
original disease, though' the paralysis
was now the most alarming appearance.
He died the next day. =~ )

~On examining the brain, a  livid
depression was remarked on the upper
part of the lateral lobe  of the left
hemisphere. ~ Under this, an abscess
was found, containing a large quantity
of ‘pus, and extending into' the left
ventricle. . The weight of the fluid
made that part of the hemisphere pro~
trude so much, that only the right side
of the corpus callosum ~was wisible,
when  the hemispheres were separated
in the usual way, to obtain a view of
that substance. = Another abscess was
discovered in the same “hemisphere,
which did not communicate with the
former.  Suppuration® had taken place
in- the right hexﬁisphere, and the ven-
tricle of the same side was full of pus.
The spinal marrow’ was flattened, ' ap-

S peared
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peared not more than half its natural si;'e,'
and was smrounded with water.

Fevers of this species always exist
among the poor, in certain quarters of
this town; and their ravages are only
checked by the privﬁEge which pa-
tients in indigent circumstances enjoy,
of being visited at their own houses by
the physicians of the infirmary. As
the sick are equally apprehensive of the -
attack, and instructed in the means of
procuring assistance, they commonly
apply early to the infirmary, and are
often seen in the first days of their
illness.  An opportunity is thus af-
forded of cutt_ing the disease short, and
of using precautions for securing the
rest of the family from the effects of
contagion. But the abuses which per-
petuate the germ of the disorder cannot
be remedied by the activity of any
individual, ' or the succours of any
charitable institution now existing. It

will -
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will not be useless, however, to point
them out; if they cannot be entirely
done away, they may be lessened ; and
though a spirit of benevolence already
prevails among the inhabitants of Man-
chester, it may add strength to its

exertions to shew, that the health of
the rich is often nearly connected with -
the welfare of the needy.

1. The mean lodging-houses, in the
out-skirts of the town, are the prin-
cipal nurseries of febrile contagion.
Some of these are old houses, composed
of very small rooms, into each of which
three, four or more people are crouded
to eat and sleep, and frequently to
work,  They commonly bear marks
of a long accumulation of filth, and
some of them have been scarcely free
from infection for many years past.
As soon as one poor creature dies, or is
driven out of his cell, he is replaced by
-another, generally from the country,

who
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who soon feels in his turn the conse-
quences of breathing infected air. Du-
ring all this time, the master of the
house is totally regardless of the misery -
before his eyes, while he and his family
remain untouched; and it requires
some exertion to produce any attention
to cleanliness or ventilation. The lat-
ter object, indeed, can be very im-
perfectly obtained in many of these
houses, when they are”sitnated in dark
narrow courts, or blind alleys. 1In
most of these places lodgers are re-
ceived. The consequence is, a per-
petual  succession of f'ev’er—patients n
them. In other parts of the town,
the lodging-houses are new, and not -
yet thoroughly dirty, but in these -
the upper story is laid ‘into one room,
directly under the tiles, pierced through
both by the sun and wind. In this
room eight or ten people often lodge,
and as the beds almost touch one ano-
ther, the contagion of fever, once in-

troduced,
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troduced, can hardly-,b‘el prevented from
spreading.  But it 1s chiefly in old
houses, confined in narrow passages,
that contagion is produced. Of the
new buildings, I have found those most
apt to nurse it, which are added in a .
shght manper to the back part of a
row, and exposed to the effluvia of the
privies. |

2. The custom of inhabiting cellars,
also tends to promote both the origin
and preservation of febrile infection.
But even in them, the action of filth
and confined ‘air 1s- always apparent
when fevers arise. I have often ob-
served, that the cellar of a fever-patient
was to be known by a shattered pane,
patched with paper, or stuffed with
- rags, and by every external sign of com-
plete dirtiness.

3. After all that has been done for

the ventilation of cotton-mills, I fear
that
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5. The same inattention in buying
infected . clothes - prevails among the
poor in Manchester, that is noticed by
authors, as extending the plague in the
Turkish dominions, When a fever -
seizes one or more of the members of a
labouring family, as those who act as
nurses are debarred by that duty from
working, every part of their furniture
that can be disposed of, is gradually
sold for subsistence. At length, all
but the sick are almost stripped even of
their bed-clothes, to support life, and
- the action of hunger, dampness and
~ despondence prepares fresh victims to
the disease among the rest of the family.
The clothes thus disposed of, tho-
roughly penetrated by contagious efflu-
via, are purchased by healthy persons,
without suspicion; and thus fevers
may often arise among the servants of -
the rich, as well as by their incautious
visits to the sick. It may be a prac-
tice occasionally, with the broker, to

+ heat
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‘heat such articieé in an oven, but that
1s done with no - demgn of destrﬂymg
-cnntagmn. £ S

3 Iodgin'gﬂhduses- were licensed, and
‘brought under  the notice of the - civil
magistrate, niany of the causes of fever
might be prevented. ' They might be
visited, by proper officers, frequently,
and regular reports of the names, occu-
pations, conduct, &c. of the lodgers,
as well as of the state of the houses
with regard to infection, might be laid
before the magistrates of the district.
It would not be difficult to discover,
at what point the want of cleanliness
becomes dangerous, and as far as scour-
ing and white-washing can remedy
that defect, the bazard might be pre-
‘vented. =~ But a considerable degree of
‘trouble and expence would attend the
efforts of the inspectors to preserve the

beds and bed-clothes in tolerable order.
Wretches are so frequently. received
S B nto
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into such places, in a state of extreme
filthiness, that the most active benevo-
lence must despair of supporting com-
fort in them by any exertions. For,
as it is very difficult to convince the
poor, that close and dirty rooms are
noxious, there would be no great
probability of their adopting willing-
ly regulations enforced by authority.
Where stubbornness and contempt would
not avail, evasions would be greedily
sought, and the vigilance of the in-
spectors baffled by every art of mistaken
cunning. -

To put them under some regula-
tions, however, 1s certainly desirable
for many other reasons. But a princi-
pal advantage, in a medical view, where
the means of prevention should prove
inadequate, would be the power of
clearing an infected house of its inha-
bitants, on the representation of the
inspectors, and of keeping it empty,

: | till
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distresses may yet be hoped to come
into action.* g _ + Ditg o

“'This hoi;é has been realized, even
beyond my expectation, by the success
of the fever-wards, established in 1796.

of

% T have met with an instance of phthiriasis, as the consequence
of a fever, which arose in a dirty lodging-house in Salford. It was
situated in a marrow covered passage, ending in a back-court; the
walls appeared to have been overspread with filth for many years,
and the rooms were crouded with beds, inte which the most loath-
some objects were admitted nightly for a few halfpence, Contagion

~ had been introduced by some of those unhappy creatures, and the
mistress of the house and her son were attacked by a typhus, She
soon recovered, but he lingered in a weak state for a considerable
time, and after being enabled to ereep abroad again, was affected with
phthiriasis. He applied to me, a year afterwards, - to be received as
an in-patient, The complaint was still going on, and he was less
emaciated and enfeebled, than might have been expected, Such are
the effects of the present method of lodging the poor, They are
driven to hire disease, and when fevers prevail in the families inhabit-
ing these cells, to undergo the liorror of lying in the same room, l_nd.~
often in the next bed, to the dying or the dead. The charity of the
eastern nations provided spacious accommodations for the traveller

‘and the vagrant, in their Caravanserais, But the eastern supineness
has suffered the noblest of those structures to contract the incon-
veniences incident to premiscuous resorf. Among the capricious
dispositions so frequently made of superfluous wealth, it is rather
ﬁ.urpfisi.t‘tg, that no benevnl::nf Quimt& has ever thought of furnishing
accommodations of a similar nature for the poor of this country;

5o ; especiall y
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of which an account will be found in
another volume., 1 have some important
additions to make, to the preceding
observations.

especially as fancy has t;ﬁdéﬁﬂy been far stretched to discover oz
even to invent objects of posthumous charity. Perhaps it may relieve
the waverings of some mind, to suggest a whimsical scheme, newer,
and somewhat more respectable than‘a hospital for cats, a retreat for
persons who are born to a particular surname, or a single night’s
shelter for ten poor men, * not rogues or proctors.”™ ¥ In a building
+om such a foundation, constructed with a view to proper ventilation,
‘but excavated by fiues, and mpal‘ale of being eccasionally heated by
the steam of warm wﬂer, a straw-mat and a blanket would be luxur}r
to a poor man, who would gladly pay an equal sum for admission,
to that rcqmn:etl by a keeper of fever-beds, A bath, in a proper
a:'.‘uahau might be ready for the preparation of impure lodgers, and
coarse, clean dresses of flannel might be furnished for the night by the
fund, either gratuitou_qlarl:_?}-. for a trifling sum, -Such a place, pro-
perly superintended, might prove an asylum to these who wish to
avoid guilt, and would: assure - the gm:d conduct of every person
admitted, diu'mg the mght Many of the wretches who now disgrace
the public streets at [[u{]mght, would be happy in finding such
shelter, - These are distresses from which, in extensive towns, neither
talents nor ‘I-“.ll'f:ue will always secure the unfortunate, and their relief
should not be trusted 1o the precarious aid of private benevolence,
Javage is known to have slept in the ashes of a glasa-hcuse, and
Johnson to have ramhled all night through the streets of Lﬂnd{m,
from mtapamty to pmcurc a comfortable lﬂdgmg.

- Fur an acmunt of the last Institution, see the Antiquarian
cherh:r}.

M3 T T
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The fever generally prevalent in
Manchester, and the surrounding county,
is a mild typhus. = But in particular
~seasons, it is attended by symptoms
which are not clearly indicated by
practical writers, and which I think it
proper to mention, because they are

equally unexpected and distressing to
the practitioner.

In the second, or third week of
typhus, when the fever appears mode-
rate, and the probability of recovery
is strong, a sudden determination takes
place to the head or breast, sometimes
to the bowels, accompanied with ex-
treme pain, and-the patient is carried
off in the course of a few hours. I
have seen the metastasis, in the genuine
typhus, and in very young subjects,
as rapid as the translations in gout. If
the patient survives these attacks, the
fever sometimes changes its type. In
one case, where a typhus was unusually
oroRd protracted,
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protracted, after several hazardous deter-
minations to the stomach and bowels,
 the fever assumed the form of an inter-
mittent, and the patient was recovered
with great difficulty, by the use of the
strongest stlmulants.

Thes! frequemcy of such acmdental
metastasis as that I have described, '
our fever-wards, m 1305, and _the
spring of 1806, was truly alarming.
Dissection threw little light on their
natare, and only served to shew that
they depended more on changes in the
nervous, than the sanguiferous system.

Towards the end of autumn, we are
generally visited by remittent fevers;
and I scarcely recollect a season, im-
which some obstinate cases of this nature
have not occurred, which resisted all
the usual methods of cure. A succes
sion of melancholy events of this Kind,
induced me to look for a more powerful

- M 4 tonic
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tonic than bark or steel, and from the
analogy between intermittents and re-
mittent fever, I turned my thoughts to.
the employment of Arsenicum album,
for the revival of which, as a medicine,
the public are indebted to the late
Dr. Fowler. I soon had occasion to
employ 1t, in some very dangerous,
and tedious remittents, and I found it
a safe and certain remedy. It generally
lessens, 1if 1t does not suspend, the
second paroxysm after it is exhibited,
and it effects the purpose without pro-
ducing the slightest disturbance in the
habit. I have generally given, to an
adult, five drops of the saturated solu-
tion, every four hours, and I have
seldom found it necessary to exceed this
dose.

In one case, where I ordered this
remedy, the remittent had continued six
weeks, in another, nearly two months,
without any abatement of the symp-

PAC toms,
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toms, and both patients were sinking
fast into the grave, when they were
saved by the use of arsenic. The only
sensible effects produced by it, are the
remoml of the crust on the tongues;
the appearance of a sediment in the

urine ; and encreased firmness of the
pulse.

Having frequently experienced the
efficacy of this medicine in remittents,
T was induced to try it in the last stage
of typhus, when- neither bark, wine,
or brandy, cold bathing, or occasional
doses of cayenne pepper, had the effect
of rousing the powers of life, or of
lessening the thick crust, which lay like
a black marble slab on ' the tongue.
. 'With such cases, every man in extensive
practice must have met; it has often
been my lot to encounter several of
them, in the course of a few weeks.
I found that the arsenical solution uni-
formly cleared the tongue, in two or

three
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three days, and that the fever gave
way rapidly afterwards. The favourable
alteration, after the change of =medi-
cines, was too great to admit any doubt
respecting its cause, and the number of
such events, which I have witnessed,
leaves no room for uncertainty. It is
a singular advantage, attending the use
of arsenic, in these cases, that it does
not operate as a general stimulant, but
merely as a sound tonic. Neither the
concomitancy of cough or dyspnza,
therefore, prohibits its use in typhus.
The only contra-indication is a ten-
dency to diarrheea, or nausea. Yet I
have been able to give the solution in
the dose of two or three drops for a
dose, even when the bowels have been
very irritable, by combining it with a
small quantity of laudanum. "

As soon as the feverish paroxysms are
stopped, I think it prudent to suspend
the use of the arsenical solution, .and
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to support the patient with bark, and
different cordials. But I never saw any
inconvenience from the use of the
mineral, excepting a slight soreness of
the throat and lips.

I also make it a rule to delay the
exhibition of this medicine, till it is
evident that the usual remedies are not
likely to succeed: in producing an
agent of such powers, there ought to
be a “ dignus vindice nodus;” and its
administration ought to be considered |
as a matter of solemnity, as its abuse
would prove so extremely pernicious,
in rash and ignorant hands.

In the course of the last twelve
months, T have met with-some cases
of typhus, in which there was a very
distressing dyspnoea, which continued
during the whole fever, without any
appearance of inflaimmation. In gene-
ral, the difficulty of breathing was

continual,
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continual, though aggravated during
the febrile exacerbations, but in one
case, respiration was perfectly free,
during the intervals of the paroxysms,

- and regularly became very difficult on
the return of the hot fit.

In these circumstances, which pre-
cluded the use of bark, I had recourse
to the extract of the Ratania root, lately
introduced, (at least, lately known by
that 'ﬁam_e) from South America, and
I have found it a valuable substitute for
the chincona. The intense bitter of the
extract 1s softened to an :igreeable astrin-
gency, when it is dissolved in water,
(by the intervention of a little alcohol)
in - the proportion of from five to ten
grains to an ounce, and 1ts effects on the
patient’s strength and spirits are pecu-
Liarly cheering. Its flavour, in this
state, strongly resembles that of port-
wine, and ifs opt,ratmn in- fever appears
to me very sumiar

The
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siderable number; but at present T
shall chiefly mention those which have
terminated fatally. T have generally
found them accompanied with drop-
sical swellings and much flatulence;
frequently with a cough and spitting,
almost always with cedema of the face.
There 1s sometimes violent pain across
the breast, attended with frequent de-
liquium; sometimes the pain 1s felt
across the lower part of the abdomen,
especially when a degree of inflamma-
tion has taken place in the heart. The
progress of the disorder is very unequal.
Sometimes the palpitation is so wiolent,
that the patient seems ready to expire,
yet in the course of a few hours, it
will abate, and the patient will be able
to walk out of doors, insomuch that
the disease frequently seems to be in a
_retrograde state. A patient under my
care, with a  considerable dilatation
of the heart, after having undergone
violent pains across the thorax, suc-
: : ceeded
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ceeded by fainting, is now, at the end
of a year and half from the beginning,
considerably easier, and has heen for
some time free from pain and deli-
quium. - I.astly, death often happens
suddenly, in such cases, wﬂhﬁut any
-rupture of the heart.

._When the apex,- -ﬂf the heart strikes
very low, it always gives the impression
of a much greater dilatation than actu-
ally exists.  The stroke will be felt,
for example, between the eighth and
‘ninth, or the ninth and tenth ribs,
when the ventricles are very little en-
larged beyond their usual size. The
most certain sign of dilatation, is the
jarring sensation given to the hand, by
each systole. The stroke seems re-
strained, and 1s succeeded by a kind of
thrilling, which cannot be clearly ' de-
scribed, but is entirely different from
the shake of a palpitation. It is neces-
sary to be very cautious in - deciding

whether

-
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whether an enlargement exists, for I
have known the common palpitation

in chlorosis pronounced a dilatation of

the heart, and the patient nearly de-
stroyed by the consequent mode of
treatment. © The pulse is very irregular;
sometimes feeble, small and intermit-
ting ; sometimes extremely quick and
hard ; orjarring, like the systole of the
“heart itself.  'When the palpitation is
violent, the head is affected with strong
distressing ~ pulsations, which patients
often compare to the strokes of a large
hammer. I have sometimes found this
palpitation in the head more uneasy,
and more complained of, than that of
the heart, even when the latter was
evidently dilated.  Fainting fits often
attend this stage of the disorder.

- These are the principal facts respect-
ing this disease, which I have collected
from my . observations and dissections.
I shall now illustrate them by cases.

William
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hardly perceptible. He nefer com-
plained of any pain in the chest. Un~
der these complaints he struggled up-
wards of three weeks, growing worse
from day to day, and at last expired
without any agony, after having spit
blood for a few hours. The pain in the
abdomen had been very troublesome,
for some days before his death.

On opening the body, the abdominal
viscera appeared perfectly sound. In
the thorax, the heart was not much
enlarged, but extremely thickened; the
pericardium adhered to it closely in its
whole circumference, and indeed was
almost become one substance with it
Adhesions, of uncommon thickness and
~strength, were also formed to the lungs
and pleura, in every direction. One
chord, about the thickness of a man’s
litle finger, tied down the apex of the
heart to the pleura, on the left process
of the diaphragm. The lungs were
sound.

This
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This case might afford many reflec-"
tions, The signs of extraordinary di-
latation of the heart existed here, with
little real increase in' the size of that
organ, while (excepting the cough¥*)
no symptoms of carditis appeared, un-
less the pain in the abdomen ougllt to
- be reckoned such. 'The only cireum-
- stance that could give suspicion of the
latter, was. the quick Pprogress of the
apparent dilatation, yet in such an af-
fection, there was no strong’ reason to
suspect inflammation, at the "distance
of a. month from its commencement.
May we not, therefore, keep the pro-
babil;ty of ‘chronic inflimmation in
view, when the signs of dilatation are
~preceded by fever, or attended wnth
febrile symptoms; when their progress
is unusually rapid, without any obvious
cause; when the pulse is often quick;

# Senac has explained the ﬁnmmtancy of this sympfom with
diseases of f.he heart and pericardium, very Judzqnnsly. Traité de
Cu:ur, tom II. . 357,

N 2 _ when
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_wjl-;{:n there is a troublegonm co-.-'"_._
and ;whﬁn fﬂim‘i is much pain mfﬁ-
lower ~part of the ,abdomen,
.agjr affection - of the excretmns? Tl ; 5
following case will add force tol
nhservatmn of the last sympt,om !
3 ; “
E D. aged seventeen, had pams '
llﬁ.f- feet, which sometimes produ
slight swelling and redness of the f
The pains were very 1rregular some-
times in one, sometimes in both fe
When they ceased entirely, she
great. sickness, dejection of spirits,
a tendency to faint. She wasted d
the pains often shifted to her k
and when violent there, the skin v
tinged with a dark-green colour. At
length she became comatose, but com- |
plained frequently of pain in the lo
part of the abdomen. She died at th
end of four months from the
attack. On d:sst::ctwn, the contf:'ﬂfs
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but the pericardium adhered closely to
 the heart, in the whole of its compass,
and the latter appeared thickened from
inflammation. The next case may
-perhaps assist us in distinguishing, du-
ring life, the part of the heart affected
wﬂ:h di]atatmn. | -

3 ohn Rowbottom, alread}r mentioned
among the dropsical patients (history X.)
some time after the second removal
of his swellings, was attacked by a
severe diarrhaea, which was removed

- % Mr. Senac has adverted to this cii‘cnmﬁtnn-:c, but with fujl
conviction of its obscurity: ¢ Il est cerfain que les dilatations des
- #¢ diverses cavités (du ceeur) peuvent etré distinguets. En general
46 Jes battemens du cceur ne sont pas violents quand le ventricule droit,
" %% on le sac de ce veniricule, sont extremement dilatéa' ; a peine les
¢t dilatations produisent elles des palpitations ; dans beaucoup de cas,
4¢ les malades, sentent seulement un- grand poids dans Ja region db
£ o2 ¢¢ Les dilatations du ventricule droit & de son oreillette
L pr(}dument toujonrs des battemens dans les veines du col—"
“ LUabsence de ces battemens, lorsqu'une dilatation du ‘ecur est
€ constateé, etablit cette dilatation dans le ventricule gauche E mais
# ce ventricule dilaté se manifeste souvent par un autre signe; siles
% ar‘tércs sont libres, leurs battemens sont f]:tl'emf:mﬂnt v:olents ”
Traite de Ceur, tom. 1I. p. 327-8,
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of its being felt through a bladder
~almost full of water.* After the di
.ﬂl';!,l’%rﬁlﬂypﬁd his swellings rose agair
: f,m,d wgnje__ggam removed from h1$v
: the use of digitalis, The abdome
d1d nut decrease much under thls
course, . and aﬂser hngermg in a con
: _plammg state, but not apparenﬂy Wors
he died suddenly on Saturday morr
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In the thorax, a great quantity. of
water was found, with some hydatids,
The pericardium was quite full of wa-
ter. The right auricle, and sinus ve-
nosus were enlarged to such a size, as
almost to equal the ordinary bulk of
the left ventricle. The left auricle, *
and both ventricles were neatly in the
usual state. The lungs were sound,
but small. - :

When the pulsation, in such cases,
feels remote,* and extending across
the breast, as well as downwards, and
when the apex of the heart does not
strike the ribs very forcibly, may we
not conjecture, from this narration, one
or both auricles to be affected, and
prognosticate a less speedy termination
of the disease? This case also proves
the utility of employing diuretics, even
where permanent laesions of the viscera
‘exist. Rowbottom was emptied by. me-

' # Diemerbroeck has adverted to this circumstance,

dicipe |
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dicine three times; his life was'thus pro-
~ longed, and its duration rendered more
tolerable. The power of digitalis over -
hydrothorax was not sensible, however,
during the last course of that medicine.

"No doubt, the qua,ntity'-.of water
éffused within the thorax, and' the
cavity of the pericardium itself, must
have had a share in the peculiar im-
pression given by the systole in -this
case; but from the long intervals of -
relief afforded, I cannot suppose the
effusion to have been in equal quantity,
at every period of my attendance. An
attention to this circumstance 1is of
great importance in practice, because
much relief may be administered by a
- proper exhibition of diuretics, when
there is reason to suspect the presence
‘of water in the pericardium. = Tt is on
this supposition that I account for the
relief experienced by Rowbottom, and
the following case will place it in a
stronger point of view.

. _ James
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- James “Hamilton, aged. eleven, came
under my care about the b_egi-nnihg of
December, 1791. . He was affected with
a constant palpitation of the heart,
which had begun in the preceding
May, and now prevented him from:
lying down, or from resting in any
other position than that of leaning on
his: elbows. - The stroke of the heart -
was perceivable almost under the false
ribs, and extended across the thorax,
but was most forcible a little below the
natural place, between the fifth and sixth
ribs, rather obliquely, however, than di-
rectly. The stroke was soft, but vibra-
 ting, distant, and somewhat undulating.
His legs were swelled shghtly, and his
urine was rather less than natural. He
had a very troublesome cough, accom-
panied with litde _expectoration, and
“heaved strongly in respiration. His face
was pale and emaciated. The pulses
in his dlfferent wrists were not syn-
chronous, ,\exther with the heart or with
each
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- each other. From these circumstances,
there' was rteason to suspect water in
the - thorax, and particulady in  the
pericardium.. T put him on a course
‘of spiritus ztheris vitriolici, with small
~ doses of laudanum. In a short time he
began to discharge more urine, ‘and the
palpitation was sensibly  relieved. ~ He
was then able to lie down, and to
sleep on either side without disturbance.
- The swellings of his legs likewise  dis-
appeared. At the end of a few weeks,
he was tolerably free from ‘uneasiness,
and his cough began  to leave him. -
The stroke of the heart was now more
circumscribed, and felt firmer, though
still of the aneurismal kind, and he was
sensible that it was higher in his chest.
~ About this time, a complaint in his
stomach occasioned the omission of the
diuretic, for a few days. During this
interval the palpitation again increased,
and his legs swelled. After clearing
his bowels, however, the syinpfoﬁw
| ' - were
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were again’ relieved, by resuming “tht
diuretic course. In the course of my
inquiries, I found that before he came '
under my care, he had been attended
by another physician, who, among other
pectoral medicines, had ordered him
squills, . An increase of urine was the
consequence, ‘and temporary relief was
obtained. He is at present tolerably
easy and cheerful, and the disorder
‘does not seem to make much progress.
Digitalis may prove very useful in similar
cases, by lessening the impetus of circu-
lation, as well as by promoting the low
of urine, and thus contributing doubly
to relieve the patient’s distress. We
can expect little more than to sooth,
and perhaps to prolong existence in
such cases.*

- **Baglm says, with his customary good sense, “in morbis |
pec-tths, semper ducendum esse ad vias urinz:” De Asthmte —
Probably, the Erest efficacy of squills, in disopders of the breast, ‘has
‘been often owing to the unnoticed action of the remedy as a diuretic,
‘Tt is remnrl:aﬁ:le thar. Baglm urde.ru the ;ulepum tabaci in asthmztlc -

ey

caseRs il

ke _.

- >y : Pa]pﬂatmlls
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Palpitations are often so severe, asto.
excite suspicions of enlargement of the
heart without redson. It appears, both
from Cavanagh and Rowbottom’s case,
that the apex of the heart may strike
very low, although the ventricles be
not dilated. And I have found the
most terrible palpitations yield to anti-
spasmodics or tonics, used according to
the patient’s general habit, and to the
attending symptoms,

E. H. aged cleven, belonged to an
'unfortunate-.family, which was reduced
to. pass the winter of 1789 in a cold,
damp cellar, without beds, and very

thinly clothed. They slept on tattered
~ pieces of carpet, covered with a little
straw. A fever soon rose among them,
but it was this girl’s lot to be seized
with a violent palpitation of the heart.
Every stroke of ‘the pulsation raised up
her clothes, so as to be visible at some
distance, but the apex of the heart was

felt
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felt nearly in the wusual place. She
took tincture of castor, in doses of
thirty drops, threc or four times a-day ;
and this, with attention to her clothing
and diet, subdued the palpitation, in the
course of a few weeks. :

- But if we are lable to deception
from the violence of such signs, there
are other cases, in which the symptoms
of dilatation are very trifling, and ex-
tremely obscure. Some symptoms ap-
pear, but they are misunderstood or
neglected ; the patient appears better, .
~or at least no worse; and hopes of
recovery are given. In the height of
this security, the fatal stroke arrives:
every one is astonished; and an event
which ought to have been forescen and
~ foretold, passes for sudden death. In :
" the following case, the symptoms of -
two fatal diseases, both exhibiting thems-
selves under slight appearances, were
combined. Tt will serve as an example
| ol
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of its surface; the other abdominal
viscera were sound. The thorax was
full of water; the lungs were consider-
ably diseased. The heart was much
enlarged, and quite full of blood, in all
its cavities.® f

The duration of complaints of this

_kind is very various. Even when dila-

tations of the heart can be ascertained

~ by the progressive descent of the apex,

long intervals are sometimes indulged,
during which the patient can use mo-
derate exercise with tolerable ease. In
other cases, the disorder begins, and
terminates fatally, in the course of two
or three months. The length of the
complaint has varied, within my own
observation, from a quarter of a year
to nine years. There is likewise much
difference in the sufferings of the pa-
tients, Sometimes, as was Cavanagh’s

# See ob:ervatigns by Senac on this subject; tom, 11, p. 415,

case,
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210 DILATATION OF THE HEART.

~of ‘inflammation must be supposed to
have affected the heart, or an original
weakness of the organ must have given
a predisposition ' 'to the complaint. It
is well known, that enlargements of
the heart are A{requently observed, in
- patients who die of typhus. In irri-
table habits, and young subjects, there-
fore, an irregularity in the circulation,
however produced, ‘whether by fever,
or, as in Ellis, -by the suppression of
a constitutional discharge, may create
the first tendency to  this  complaint.
In chlorosis, such a tendency is always
remarkable; and the successful treat
ment of that disorder, by the .most in-
vigorating tonics, may suggest a doubt,
respecting the propriety of treating -
all incipient dilatations of the heart
by evacuation. In other partial con-
gestions, - and in  palsies, tonics, and
even direct stimulants are given with
advantage, to recover the ~tone of
~the dilated or ruptured vessels. ~ And
the

Medical histories and reflections / VVol. | - page 204 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=204

DILATATION OF THE HEART. 211
the tendency to deliquium, the weak,
flatulent state of the stomach and bow-
e]s, the dropsical symptoms, ow‘ing to
a delay in the return of the blood, and
the langmd feelmgs of the patmnt,
the first stage of the complaint,
to point out a careful exhrbumn Of
- tonics, as a probable metho'd of pre-
- vention.* Even at a very advanced
period, one of my patients indulged
_himéelf in the use of wine, contrary
to my ﬂarectmns, and thought himself
rchieved by it; and Rowbottom, to-
wards the close of his disorder, took
four ounces of wine daily, with evi-
dent benefit. Great attention must un-
doubtedly be paid, in determining on
such a plan, to the sex, the age, the
peculiar habit and circumstances of the
patient. * For no case can be supposed,
in which the method adopted tends
- more immediately to suppress, or en-

# I observe that Mr. Senac recommends the use of chalybeate
waters, in beginning dilatations. Traite du Caur. tom, IL p. 330.

0 - courage
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216 REMEDIES OF INSANITY.

applied, about the same time, to the
crown of her head. In a day or two,
she appeared rather more composed, -
“and as she found farther relief from the
continuance of the medicine, it was
given for a week together. At the end

- of that time, she was sensibly calmer, L

though there was yet no appearance of
recovery. I then dropped the medi

cine, put her on a course of whey,

and on low diet, and kept her bowels

freely open with magnesia. This me-
thod was continued for fifteen days.
‘She was then ordered, in addition, an
opiate every night, at bed-time, and

was occasionally purged with black
hellebore.  Signs of recovery began-to
appear, under this method; she  be-
came dull, and at last tractable and
quiet. - Her reason returned gradually,
and after being completely rational for
more than a month, she was discharged
~cured, at the end of four months from
the time of her admission.

2. Camphor.

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 210 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=210

REMEDIES OF INSANITY, 217

9. Camphor. This remedy has been
strongly recommended in cases of insa-
nity. T wish I could add my testimony
in its favour, but 1 have found it
totally useless in these disorders, in all
kinds of doses. I have given it with
great attention in eight cases without
any advantage. T. R. about twenty-
eight years of age; a strong active man,
formerly addicted - to debauchery of
evél'y kind, came under my care, a]jbﬁ'f.
a year ago. He was in a state of the
highest fury, slept none, ‘and raved
without intermission. I gave him fif-
teen -gr-aihs of camphor, with two grains
of opium, and finding that pmcluce'
no effect, added eight or ten grains
- of musk. Asthe mania did not lessen,
I went on, till he took two drachms
of camphor, a "sc;*u-ple ~of musk, and
eight grains of opium, a-day. This
quantity did not produce sleep, nor
make the smallest impression on the
~ disease; I therefore discontinued it, and
had recourse to, :

3. Opium.
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. 3. Opium alone. The fa.vou::a{ble?ac- :
count of the effects of opium alone,
given in large quantities, which BEg-
" NARD HEUTE has produced, in the
appendix to Wepfer's Historiz Apo-
plecticorum, induced me to try it with
this patient. Accordingly, the ano- |
dyne solution, prepared in Dr. Heute’s
'manner, was given as he directs, till
we reached the quantity of sixteen
grains of solid opium in the day. The
patient was not at all better, however,
and I had recourse to other means. I
have tried the power of opium alone,
in several other cases, though not to
an equal extent, but with no sensible
. benefit to the patient,

- 4. Digitalis. Since this remedy be-
came fashionable, it has been some-
‘times employed with success, in cases
of melancholy. The sympathy often
observed between the kidneys and.the

- brain, has induced practitioners to use
| . diuretics
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di:u'reﬁ_cs for the removal gf ‘insanity,
;a_ndxtht',)f are said often to do service.
When a medicine, like digitalis, unites
strong diuretic to narcotic powers, COn-
siderable advantage may therefore be
e:::pected from it. T have, accordmgly,
given this remedy even to nauseating
doses, but with no advantage. 1t never
suspended the appearances of insanity
for a moment. That other diuretics
may be useful, T have no doubt;, for
I have found the mfusum dlurf:tmum
ﬂf the former dispensatory, (a cold
_ infusion of salt of tartar, and Wﬂrmwood
ashes) give some relief.

5. Antz}:&lﬂgistic ‘-rsg‘im. Many of
the patients, received into our lunatic
hospital, bring on their disorder by
bard drinking. In such cases; low
diet, and saline purgatives. generally
restore health in a moderate length of
'iirge. Under such circumstances, any
gt;empt to suppress. the disease sud-

denly,
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denly, T apprehend, would be unsafe.
Perhaps maniacal paroxysms have some-
thing like a period, and ought to be
considered as an acute state of the
disease. I have used ‘antimonials in
them, however, without success, '~

6. Bark with opium. Tn cases of
deep melancholy, where there was evi-
dently a relaxed state of the solids, and
in maniacal paroxysms, where ‘the ap-
pearances resembled those of the low
delirium in' fevers, T have employed
the bark, combined’ with ‘opium and
- aromatics, with the best effects. ' I shall
give one case, as an example of tlnc
method of treatment.

A, 'W. aged sixty, admitted August
S0, 191 lhbnured’ under a total éﬂi—
enation “of mind. - Her aspect was~ ex-
tremely dejected;’ ‘her skin - yellow;
she often" gruaned and wept : and Was
perpetually muttering to- herself. -

3 1 , | pulse'
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999  REMEDIES OF INSANITY.

commonly usé the latter, in mania the
former. If a maniac be continued in
the warm'bath for a considerable time,
he will become entirely passive. Im-

mersion for half an hour, exempting -

the head, of course, commonly pro-
~duces this effect. T. R. the com-
mencement of whose case I have given

before, continued in a furious state,
notwithstanding  the different methods
tried with him. I then determined to -

make him use the warm bath, for half
an hour at a time, every other morn-
mg. T was induced to try this prac-

tice, by the praises bestowed on it, in

Pomme’s Traité des affections Vaporeuses,
where he declares that he has kept
patients with hysterical mania, in the
warm bath, from ten, to twenty-four
hours together. It required five or
“six men to carry our patient into the
bath, but its relaxing effect was so
g'reat, that one person returned him to
his bed, with as much easc as if he had

been

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 216 sur 286

1 e

il e e )


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=216

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 217 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=217

224  REMEDIES OF INSANITY.

bore as a purgative. I now ordered
him to be electrified every day, which
roused him considerably, and produced
a rapid change. I kept him nearly two
months in the house, after hebacé;mq
apparently well, to ascertain the per~
manence of his recovery, and he was
dismissed, cured, on the fifth of May_.fg _
8. Drains. Mel&ncholy andi mama.
are sometimes produced by the sups
pression of habitual eruptions, or dis-
charges, and sometimes cured by resto- -
ring, or imitating them. A few years
ago, I was consulted by the friends of
a young gentleman, who had fallen
into a melancholy state. I found, in
the course of my inquiries, that he had
been " subject, in spring, for several
years, to an eruption of the herpetic -
kind, about the back part of his neck, - |
extending to his right shoulder; and
“that on its failing to appear, he had
once before become melancholy. It
| was
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934 . EFFECTS OF DIGITALIS

ting of blood, which did not proceed
to excess at any one time, but returned
once in four or five days, upon very ,
slight exertions. . His pulse was hur-
ried, irregular, and somewhat sharp;
about ninety-five. He was inclined to
costiveness. I ordered him nitre with
conserve of roses, and occasional laxa-
tives; enjoining him rest, a low diet,
and the use of cold liquids. The
heemorrhage returned, however, two or
three times in the course of a fortnight.
I then brought him into the house,
" and gave him the infusum digitalis, in
increasing doses. ~ He began with one
table spoonful in the day, and went as
far as six without inconvenience. In
three or four days, his pulse was sen-
sibly slower, and more regular, but his
cough was troublesome, for which he
was ordered a linctus. - He remained a
fortnight in the  house, without any
return: of the hazmorrhage, and was
dis;nissed, apparently in perfect health,
GBIl near
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- blood. I—Iispulse was. qﬁick and rather
full. T orderéd him to lose twelve
ounces of blood, and afterwards to
~ take the infusum  digitalis, with' the
usual - precautions. -~ On  the  twenty-
fourth, the spitting returned in a slight
_ degree, occasioned by his bemg very
costive, but ceased on procurmg him a
stool, by means of oleum ricini. = He
was then taking -a ' spoonful of the
infusion four times a-day. On the
‘twenty-fifth, he was free from hze-
moptoe ; but his skin was ‘hot and
moist, his pulse considerably -above an
hundred, - and = his - breathing quick.
I therefore directed the dose to be in-
creased, and enjoined a strict observance
of the antiphlogistic regimen. ' On the.
twenty-sixth, his- pulse 'was between
eighty and. ninety; on the twenty-
eighth, it was about eightjr-six, and he
had experienced no return of hemorr-
hage. He was again costive, and gri-
ped Three stools were procured by a

dose
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animal to pass unregarded, and thought
no more of the accident. The bite
healed very quickly. 1In the succeed-
ing October or November, he was
attacked by stitches ‘in the breast and
sides, and a severe cough, which were
all removed by the usual remedies. I
could obtain no accurate information
respecting these dates. -~ In the end of
November, 1790, his pneumonic com-
plaints returned ; he was then twice
bled, and had two blisters applied,
with considerdble relief. = On Monday
evening, November twenty-ninth, he
was persuaded to drink some warm gin

~ and water, before going to bed. - His
wife observed that he took it with
reluctance and apparent difficulty, and
on inquiry, found that his attempts to
swallow it gave him great uneasiness.
This symptom increased very fast, and
soon became the principal complaint;
but during all this time, the circum-
| stance of the bite was not recollected
cither
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He was unwilling to own his aversion
to water, and was desirous to be told,
that the dog was.:.meably:;not mad.
His pulse was weak and irregular; his
tnngu{-: white ; his evacuations were

natural.

~ When I desired him to drink a little
water, he shewed strong marks of dis-
gust, but with some  encouragement,
was. prevailed on to make an effort.
“As soon as he took hold of the cup,
I perceived some spasmodic contractions:
of the muscles of deglutition; when
he raised it towards his mouth, the
muscles on the cheeks were strongly
" contracted, and a sort of convulsive
gulping came on. He threw some of
the water into his mouth, n a great
hurry, but it was returned at first; a
‘small quantity at last got down, with
a violent struggle on the part of the
patient, who extended his arms, and
- clenched his hands, while it was pass-

ing.
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ing. 'Deglu'titi_ion :“'ras'. attended also
“with considerable, irregular  noise ' in
the ccsophagus. The admission of cold
air into the room ga:ve him similar
uneasiness.. When the outer door was
| opened he immﬂdmtely put up his
hand to the anterior part of” the throat.
: When asked where the unp1e551on was.
felt, he pomted to hlS throat, immedi-
ately under the thyroid cartilage. He
zilways SWH_HOW&CL solids with gréat
ease. '

The scar on his cheek, which was
between the ear and the angle of the
jaw, but rather more ,ddyanced, - was
hardly discernible.  He felt no kind
of uneasiness in it, and there was no
discoloration. His wife remembered
to have seen it bloody. He was about
thirty-nine years of age, and had been
very sober and industrious. I sent him
to the infirmary immediately, and or-
dered him to take a bolus, contziining

Q2 a scruple
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a scruple of bark, six grains of musk,
‘and half a grain of opium. He was
i_minersed in the cold bath, and was
urged to swallow, as often as possible,
a draught of vinegar and water. I was
informed that the sound of water dis-
tressed him, and being desirous of as-
certaining the fact, I directed a large
jar to be emptied in the adjoining pas-
sage.  He was evidently alarmed, and
" begged to be sent home, but would
not acknowledge that he was afraid of
. Water.

At five o’cleck 1n the afternoon, we
met in consultation, when the horror
of water, and difficulty of swallowing
liquids, were ascertained in presence of
all the physicians to the house. It was
now late in the fifth day of the disease,
and the patient was evidently much
enfeebled. We had therefore nothing
fo expect from medicine, but it seemed
right to attempt whatever the situation
of our patient could justify. '
it We
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; We’ agreed ;tci scarify the cicatrix
on the cheek deeply,.and to apply a

blister over the incisions; a bolus, con-

taining a scruple of bark, fifteen grains
of musk, and two grains of opium, was

directed to be given every four hours; .

two drachms of strong mercurjal oint-
ment were rubbed in upon the throat,

arms and groins; a mixture- of eight. _
ounces of distilled vinegar, and tweive ~

d."

ounces of decoction of bark, was ore
dered, of which three or four table
spounfuls were to be given as frequently

as possible; and a poultice, consisting

of three drachms of galbanum, two
scruples of opium, and one drachm of

camphor, was applied, after the mer-
curial friction, to the throat.

~ About nine o’clock, the same even-
ing, I saw him again. He had swal-
Jowed his medicines without much
reluctance, but was incoherent, and
complained greatly of cold.
| Q3 during
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. During the night, his delirium, in-
creased ; he was restless, 1mpatlent and
1ntractable He had never shewed. any
diSpQSltlDl’l to injure the people abc-ut
him, but he now threw himself out
of bed and re:msted ‘the -keeper Whi}
attempted to replace him, so that 1t
was necessary fo apply the strait waist-
coat. - However, he took four boluses,'

and swallowed more than a pint of his

‘mixture. He ‘had one stool before i

mor_ning

- At nige o’clock on: Sa;turday- morn-
ing, the sixth day, we met again in
_ eonsultatmn We . found that his dif-
ficulty .in . wallowmg liquids was 1@5
he had taken some very thin pm‘t__'ldge,_,
the usual breakfast of the house; r_'a.nd
he drank several mouthfuls of h1sp Mmix-
ture in our presence, without any. sink-
ing appearance of d;sgust - But hlS-~ .
eyes, were heavy and inclined to ﬁx .
his puise was much sunk ; - and thme '

was
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was a constant tendency to low. deli-
"rium.  We therefore concluded that
‘the termination of the disease was near;
but - agreed that the method we had
adopted- should be pursued, while He
was capable of  swallowing. . Before
I left him, he retched several times,
and brought up some . wind : half a
grain of emetic tartar was directed to
be added to his mnext bolus, but he did
not live fo také it.| At a quarter past
teri he swallowed some of his: mixture,
- and -immediately after threw up part
of it-again. He then fell into  convul-
sions, and died in the course of a few
minutes. "t |

X was. very desirous to ‘have the
~ body .examined as early as possible, that
‘the appearances attending this. dreadful
disorder might - be - fairly ascertained ;
the inflammation of the stomach, - de-
~ scribed in former  dissections, -having
been often attributed to the action of
&7 04 - rontlie
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the gastric juice. Accordingly, the
body was opened by Mr. Simmons, at
a quarter before three o’clock, on Ba- -
turday afternoon, in presence of most

of the physicians and surgeons to the i
hospltal ; .

. In.the brain, the only preeternatural
appearance was, a distention of the pia
mater, on the surface of both hemi-
spheres, with a limpid fluid.  The
quantity of fluid in the lateral ventricles,
at the basis of the brain, and round the

spinal marrow, appeared to be somewhat
unusual.

In the thorax, the lungs were un-
commonly sound, excepting one slight
adhesion at the posterior part of the
left: lobe. =~ The trachea was perfectly
sound.  The pericardium adhered pret-
ty firmly to the heart, in its whole
compass. 02

In
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In the abdomen, the stomach and
intestines seemed, externally, sound;
- but on opening the lower part of the
cesophagus, a morbid appearance pre-
sented itself. About two inches above
the cardia, the epidermis of the ceso-
phagus was abraded in irregular points,
‘and exposed an inflamed surface of 2
dark red colour; still lower, the abra-
sions became linear, and extended into
the stomach itself. The edges of the
epidermis, surrounding the abrasions,
were unequal and elevated. A similar
affection” was traced along the lesser
curvature of the stomach, but growing
fainter in its progress, to the pylorous,
where it was least discernible, and about
which it seemed to terminate. The
whole of the inflamed parts bore a striated
appearance, resembling the effect of
corrosion, darkest in the cesophagus,
and lighter and more indistinct towards

the pylorus. ‘The stomach was half full
of a dark-coloured fluid, which smelt

strongly
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strongly of musk. The other w,saera
- were in a natural state. | 99 Haoiit »
The: length nf time  which mterve.
; ned, in this case, between the bite and
the appearance of the  disorder, , was
nearly the . space. usuaiiy observed. . As
almost every circumstance of so dread;-
ful and so- intractable a disease is' xe
garded Wlth ‘wonder, this interval has
always been marked as a striking pecu- °
Narity. - It is well known, however,
that the action of morbid: ‘contagion
on._ the system 1s. always  delayed  for
a certzu.n t:me after its introduction.
In the ainfection of fevers, . the interval
often consists of -many - days, and has
even been. smql to Have extended to
three weeks, - The venereal poison, ap:
plied .to, the urethra, has been known
to. Expdpcej a, gonorrhza, after an in-
terva%upf A4 qug;tmght and some days
always. elapse,before it exerts that ac~
tion., The.fact;respecting hydropobia
Vancas ' 13
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is therefore not singular in its nature,
ralthnugh the duratlon of  the mterval
unusually long il i

As the. Pnnclpal morb1d appearance :

- in thlEi body, was a peculiar inflamma-

tmn of pait. of the stomach : and 7 ceso-
phao'us, not suﬁiment ‘to account for
the death of the patlent I apprehend
that we must stlll consider hydrophubla,'
4s a nervous dlsease, of unknown nature.
1 believe we may fairly gonmder the
"appearances I have described,. as .the
proper effects of the _disease, since four
hours and a half only elapsed between
the de&th of the patient and .the dissec-
tion ;. espemally as_the stomach. con-
tained a conmderable quantity of fluid,
'.It is ev1dent that such a state of the
cesophagus ]omed to an mcreased 1rri-
tability of the system, affords an easy
explanation of the peculiar -sensibility
to cold water and cold air. But the
genelal disorder has been known ta

' emst
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exist without this remarkable symp-
tom;* the dread of water, therefore,
which has been always considered as
~ constituting the diagnosis, is in reality
only the symptom of a symptom. - It
must be observed, however, that in
Dr. Vaughan’s two cases. of hydropho-
bia, “though the dread of water had
been felt by both his patients, no
inflammation of the cesophagus or sto-
mach appeared on the dissection of
either. ' Indeed the case before us shews,
that the- terror of water does not origi-
nate from the local inflammation alone,
for the patient was able to 'swallow
liquids for some hours before death,
though the inflammation was certainly
existing, and perhaps proceeding at
 that time.  The cessation of this symp-
tom a short time before death, which
has been observed in some other cases,

% Mead -_cp_n tJae- ,‘I:’aite of the Mad Dog. Lieutaud, Precis de la
Medicine pratique, Art, Hydrophobia.

is
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is therefore probably owing to the
decrease of imritability. The ease with
which solids were swallowed by this
patient, admits an obvious explanation.
In the diseased state of the cesophagus,
the comparatively small’ degree of con-
traction, necessary for the descent of
animal food, is performed without diffi-
culty.  For the deglutition of liquids,
a very strict -contraction is* required,
which strains and irritates the inflamed
parts, and consequently occasions great
distress. 2 '

~ In the total want of discriminating
characters of the general affection in
hydrophobia, it is no wonder that re-
course has been had to analogy; though
the fallacy of that method is remarkable
in nothing more than in pathological
discussions. The close resemblance be-
tween this disorder, and some cases of
tetanus, has been fully established by
Dr. Percival and Dr. Rush, and per-
haps this important parallel includes
- ; the
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the principles, on which hydrophohia
may at some future period be treated
with “success. The ‘facts now ascer-
tained, of this disorder arising sporadi- -
cally, and of its having proved a conse-

quence of simple wounds, or other in-
juries done to the extremities, without
the intervention of any wvirus, while
they prove that hydrophobia is not
always the effect of a specific poison,
afford room to hope that it may yet be

cured, without the discovery of a spemﬁch
antidote.® -

The prevention of hydrophobia, I
apprehend, is only to be expected from
the immediate destruction of the bitten
part. This'may be effected, cither by-
excision, ‘or by exploding with gun-
~powder. Perhaps it would be better,
afterwards, to promote the ulceration
of the surrounding parts, by cantha{

¥ On these points my senhments are now considerably altered,
See Vol 3, Art  Hydrophobia,

rides,
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practitioner.  On one hand, large and
repeated bleedings, succeeded by con-

siderable doses of musk and opium on

the other, mercurial frictions and the

warm bath ; while the probable analogy

between this disease and tetanus, im-

presses the advantages of cold bathmg,

and the most powerful tonics.

In different seasons and countries, the
degree of inflammatory tendency, in

hydrophobia, may be very different;

but as a state of extreme irritability
always seems to accompany its advanced

stage, I should conceive blood-letting,

at least when repeatedly used, fo be a
very doubtful remedy. In my patient,
i, was prohibited by the state of the
‘pulse, the advanced period of the dis-
" ease, and the free use which had been
previously made of it.

~ Opium affords a less equivocal assist-

ance, and is indeed strongly indicated
n
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The efficacy of oil, lﬁrgely_ used, both
externally and internally, has been lately
asserted in this distemper. Lubricating
applications may sometimes quiet the
irritation, in the inflamed cesophagus,
and are therefore not to be overlooked.
- 0il will also be more readlly swallawed
~than other hquld

~ A thin mixture of vinegar and bran
is said to have cured some animals of
hydrophobia, in France. If patients
can be induced to swallow such a mix-
ture, there can be no objection to it.
Perhaps the admixture of something
approaching to solidity, like bran, may
render deglutition easier. As we have
- reason to conclude that some degree of
inflammation subsists, whenever hydro-
phobia comes on, it will be proper to
use some means of removing it. The
application of blisters to the throat
may therefore be adviseable; and if
the patient could bear the steam of
' R 2:PESE ~ warm
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- warm water, it might be inhaled with -
advantage, after lubricating the fauces
and cesophagus by giving a mouthful
of oil. The dreadful resolution of '-'-’|
destroying a hydrophobic patient can v
never be necessary for the safety of the
attendants, and is not justifiable upon
any principle in the medical superin-
tendants. 1 believe it is a very fale
idea, that persons in such unhappy cir-
cumstances attempt to injure the by-
standers.  Timidity, on the contrary,
seems the prevailing feature of the
disorder. And obedience can at all
times be commanded, by the strait-
waistcoat even when convulsive mo-
tions are apt to come on. I fear it is
not unnecessary to add this caution to
the rest: for I remember an instance
of such a resolution, executed with cir-
cumstances of peculiar barbarity, on a
poor child, about nine years ago, by
the direction of the medical attendants,
a few days after the sufferer was seized
with hydrophobia. - _

ORIGIN
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in -earlier states of society.  Their .
habitations are scanty, close, and fil-
thy; the comforts of frequent change
and renewal of apparel are unknown
fo them ; their food is often ina-
_dequate to their exertions; and this
circumstance, joined to the mortify- -
ing sense of their condition, pro-
duces a continual depression of spi-
rits, out of which they can only be
roused by the use of strong liquors.
From these causes result CONSEqUENCES
so cxtensively and dreadfully felt, that -
it- will be proper to strengthen my
assertion of them, by shewing that T
adhere in it to the opinions of the best
writers. - Most of the ancient writers

5
- agreed that new diseases were frequent-

ly arising. Barchusen, in his chapter
de Morborum Novitate, says, ‘¢ Plerique
veterum inter se conveniebant, pauca
intercedere, sed plura morborum genera
“indies exorirl.”.  This is not true of the
small-pox and measles only, which

appeared

'
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disorder, the plica polonica, made its -
first appearance in the last century.’
Claudinus asserts this, in his Practice
of Physic, and I have seen (I think, in
the curious treatise of Joannes Tar-
dinus de Pilis) a copy of the appli-
cation made by the Polish Physicians
to the university of Paris, in which
they describe the disease as new, highly
epidemical, and baffling every effort -
for its cure.

Glisson assures us, in his treatise on
the subject, that the rickets were first
known 'in England, thirty-years only
before he wrote. Barchusen confirms’
the opinion of its being a new disease,
confined to the western parts of this
island. The croup was notoriously a
disease unknown to physicians, within
these thirty years, and is still confined,
in a great measure, to the eastern coast
of the kingdom. The leprosy was de-
scribed, a few years ago,. as a very acute

= and
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the. publication of Sir John Pringle’s
book on the diseases of the army. =
Many separate facts of old date, had
pointed out the truth, but, till the
- distresses of camps and hospitals pre-
senfed it to that attentive physician,
they were neglected and useless, like -
many valuable passages in the wrltmgs
_of the old physicians.

- The facts to which I allude, relate
 to the first plagues of Athens and Rome,
Thucydides and Plutarch ascribe the
former to the multitudes of rustics, in-
troduced into the city by Pericles, and
crouded together in huts, within the
walls. Livy imputed the first plague
of Rome, to the number of inhabitants
penned up in its narrow limits,

- The opinions of physicians have been
strangely divided, on the origin of in-
fectious fevers. If, as Sydenham has
asserted, the species of  epidemics be

infinite,
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infinite, such differences might have
been expected; but a *cnmpﬁrison of
accurate descriptions  (which  are not
very common, however, in :medical
books) does. not confirm: his opinions
and it is more probable, thatall explana-
tions being unsatisfactory, authors equally
felt the 1mpnss1b1hty of acq_ulesemg in
any one.

As an vaUaiiltance with  opinions
unhappily forms a large share of human
knowledge, it is necessary to mention
some of the principal theoti¢s relating -
to the rise of PLAGUE “and PESTI-
LENTIAL FEVER. I place these to-
. gether, for I apprehend the plague to
be a fever, attended with some unusual
symptoms, chleﬂy pmduced by its vio-
lence. This opinion I, have formed.
principally from Diemerbroek’s Cases of
Plague,* which have every character of

~# Dr. Sydenbam has industriously traced a resemblance -between

~ the plague and erysipelas, so far was he from considering the former
as a peculiar disease,

accuracy,
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With respect to sccondary causes,
pestilential fevers were commonly sup-
posed to be produced by a certain state
of the . atmosphere, which was con-
~_sidered as-loaded with the poison. To
this supposition Mercurialis properly
objected, that if the whole atmosphere
were . contaminated, no person could

~ escape the disease.” Sennertus therefore
~ imagined, that the poison was only dis-
persed in different parts of the atmo-
sphere. Mqre accurate observations
have proved, that the disease is propa-
gated by contagion alone, and this.

might have been fully learnt from

= Diemerbroek’s facts, though that author
_held the contrary opinion.

It was allowed, however, (excepting
by Sydenham) that the sensible state of
the weather had very little connection
with ‘the appearance of the plague,
as there were examples of its being
introduced 'in  alll kinds of seasons.
' ' - Sydenham
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cause, acknowledged by almost all wri-
ters, and by some constituted ‘as the
essence of the disease, was putridity,.-l i
The ancients appear to have acknow-

ledged no difference between the putre-
faction of the living and the dead
body, and this important distinction is
too much neglected by modern wri-
ters. Living putridity is only marked
as excellentiore gradu, excepting a wri-
ter mentioned by Sennertus, Thomas
Minadous, who held, that in the plague
there was not proper putridity, but
putridity secundum quid ; and Frederick
Hoffman, who has expressly distin-
guished them, but by a theory of little
value: he supposes living putridity to
consist in the corruption of the lymph,
and dead putridity in the corruption
of the blood.

The distinction between them is
very obvious in some disease : the last
degree of putrefaction, the absolute

' i death
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~death of the solids, is so" fag. from
being the last stage of pestilential -dis-
“orders, that it is a favourable symptom
in typhus when the nails and -extre-
mities of the fingers mortify : - patients
commonly recover with this appearance,
which' is:'the NECROSIS of Sauvages.
: And I have been informed, by a wvery .
respectable friend, who ‘now: occupies
the - anatomical: chair in one of 'the
universities of 'a . meighbouring’ king-
dom,* ' that ‘while “he: assisted ‘in' the
late Dr. 'Huhtér’s“tlissectingi room, he
observed that ' bodies marked ' with
petechiz, ' therefore ' pmbahly dead of
malignant ' fevers, did not" putrefy )
soon as’ those which: =were ‘EHHI’E}IY free
from petechm appearances. 7T shall
have © “ocecasion 1o « ‘observe”’ afterwards,
that “the - pd‘iﬁons produced - by “these
tiﬁ;f;r_ different " kinds™ of pﬁtﬁﬂitﬁr* are
cdmfnunicatedf; : gener,ally - i‘ﬁ ; .faiﬂ”ereiit

: 3’- Sm{:c this essay was wnf:t.t;m, the p\itﬂ.m hzs lpst tlm gcntlgman
a‘.ludcd tu, Mr Hsmilton ofGlusgnw.

5 B . ways,
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. ways, ,and gwe rise to very d1ﬁ'erm1t h.
Symptmms L

It is a general opinion, that pestie
lential disorders are occasioned by the
effluvia of dead bodies, but there is
reason to question the truth of this,
When plague has appeared, in the

neighbourhood of places where many

- bodies had remained unburied, after
general engagements, other causes can
be pointed out, as more likely to have
produced it. But many instances can
be produced, in which thousands of -
dead bodies have been left to putrefy
on the field of battle, without cﬂus{igg '
pestilential distempers. ~ This was not
unnoticed ‘by the - attentive Diemer-
broek. ¢ Cadavera, sive hominum,”
« says he, '“sive aliorum animalium
“ putrescentia pestem non generare, do-
“-cent multae magna strages, in quibus
“ talis ‘cadaverum  inhumatorum pu-
* trefactio nullas pestes induxit. Anno
; - “Io4dey
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“ 1642 in agro Juliacensi, ‘maxima
‘ strages facta est, et ‘ad - minimum
« 8000 militum, occisa fuerunt; prater
“ majorem adhuc famulorum, Tustico-
 rum, -aurigarum, puerorum- & mu-
*¢ lierum numeruin, atque equorum
¢ copiam innumerabilem ;. corpora in-
¢ humata sub diu computruerunt, nulla
“ tamen pestis insecuta est.  Hic in
“ Germania, durantibus his nostri ®vi
“ crudelissimis  bellis, etiam plurimze
“ maxime strages facta sunt, post mul-
“ tas tamen illarum :nulla  peste sub-
“sequente” (p.:81.).. These faets are
strengthened by a: well known circum-
stance, that in no case could the -origin
of a putrid fevér be ever traced to the
efftuvia: of dead bodies-in a disseeting
room: - Nor have fevers been observed
fo originate, or to rage more severely
n houses surrounding church-—yards, 1in
the. middle of large towns, though the
stefich ‘of ‘the putrid bodies, nverheaped
- in such receptacles, is often 1nsufferably'
S2 . - offensive.
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the noxious eﬁ‘luvm produced any symp-
toms resembling those of pestilential
fever; on the contrary, they acted by
- direct  stimulus, ‘occasioning  inflamma-

* tory complaints, from which we may -
conclude, that they are essentially dif-
-ferent from febrile contagion. =

- Diemerbroek inclines' to: think that
the plague may be produced by putrid
food, but the instances he produces are
chiefly those of long siegm, where other
causes  concur in ~occasioning fevers;
~and his principal example the plague
of Marseilles, during its siege by Tre-
bomius, fails him; for Ceesar does not
say that the Massilians used putrid
food, - but. stale and spoilt corn, which
_only afforded imperféct nourishment :
- ¢ Gravi _etlam pestilentia . conflictat,
“ex diutina cof_lciusidne, & mutatione
“ victus  (panico enim vetere, atque
 hordeo corrupto omnes alebantur ;
“ quod ad hujusmodi casus antiquitas

53 - % paratum.
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“ paratum in. pubhcum contularmﬁ{z‘*
Bell CWLI l1b IE cap. xxili: koot 2ol

It is now generally allowed, Ehat the
effluvia of living persons, confined in
~close situations, produces the poison of
fever. This has been too fatally proved
by the mortality in jails and hospitals,
Want of cleanliness certainly produces
the same effects; for I have known a
-pestilential fever produced in a new-
- raised regiment, in quarters where re-
gular troops are always very healthy,
and where there is a constant ventilation
‘of the briskest kind.

It is peculiar to the animal poisons,
that they not only give rise to a disease
similar to their original, but that, how-
ever small the quantity applied, they
convert a large portion of the fluids to
their own nature. Several questions
arise on this subject. ' ' |

% i -DocS'
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1. Does contagion operate imme-
diately on the nervous or circulating
systems?  From the suddenness of the
attack, in many cases, after exposure,
it 18 cmm:tnonly, and I believe justly,
supposed to act immediately on the
NErvous system. |

2. Does it operate by contact only, or
ad distans 2 This question once - divided
the medmal schools; but from a variety
of facts, ‘and particularly from those
of Diemerbroek, I think it tolerably
‘evident, that the contagion of fever may
be propagated by an impression on the
olfactory nerves. It is usual for persons
to complain of an intolerable smell
~ about the sick, when they reccive in-
feetion.  This mode of _infection, in-
deed, is resolvable into contact.

3. Does contagion produce both pu-
tridity and contagious matter? This
question was never considered. by those

S 4 ‘who
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who made the essence of pestilential
fcvexs‘-,eonsist n - puﬁ-idity. - At present, i
we know that a patient, labouring under
a simple nervous fever, without any
symptoms of  putridity - who commu-
nicates the disease to two different per- -
" sons, may give to one a disease exactly
like his own, and to the other a putrid
fever. And the putrid symptoms com-
monly appearsso late, that they may he
properly referred to the constitution,
and reckoned accessary symptoms.

4. Does contagion assimilate all the
fluids to its own nature? I think there

are strong objections to the affirmative
of this question.

@ Because many phenomena, in the
‘symptoms and cure of fevers, point out
a spasmodic affection, or diseased action
of the extreme blood vessels, as the real
cause of fever. Ample proof of this
may be found in the books of Piens;

Hoftman,

Medical histories and reflections / Vol. | - page 274 sur 286


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?35596x01&p=274

mr NEW’ DISEASES, - 281

H@E&nan “and Dr. Cullen. This affec-
tion ‘is' supparted by the action of the
mjntagmn, ‘and perhaps 1 strengthened
ds’ore  contagion is- produced

all the fluids, then, were - convmted into
a contaglaus mass, no pat1ent could

recover from ' a’ fever of a fortnlght’ S
@onunuﬁnce A

T fvrar I ry T 1.-' ik Y [
jL. r2i1s : ";;.' L 3

A

- b Neither wauld a paﬂent after re-
covering © from 2 mervous fever, cease -

to infect others, till the whole mass of
hle ﬂmds Were cha,nged

“"¢ Nor would pestilential diseases be
SO Speedﬂy cured, as we often see them,
by throwing in a small quantity of
bark and wine, which can only be
supposed to act, by checking the mor-
bid state of the moving -fibres.  Ano-

ther question, connected with this,

~and illustrative of it, is, whether the

dead body of a person destroyed by a
plague or fever, be capable of commu-

nicatin o
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nicating infection. On this subject,

facts are wanting,  Rondeletius ' (as
quoted by Sennertus) asserted that he
had dissected bodies dead of the plague,
in presence of many of his pupils,
with perfect safety. Diemerbroek is
of opinion that the dead body may
infect, while it continues warm. If it
be true, that only a part of the animal
fluids is rendered contagious, when the
patient dies, the exhalation of poison
must be stopped by the extinction of
the disease. Many physicians of the
last century, and Diemerbroek among
the rest, however, believed that the
putrid dead body was more infectious
than the living patient.*®

5. It is an important' question,
whether the contagious matter can be

* Forestus thought the dead body less infectious, Hoffman. dé
venen. Corp. Human. tom, 1. p. 203, See Garmann De Cadavernm

Contagio, on this subject, from p. 363 to 371,
r

destroyed,_ |
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destroyed, as it isues from the body.
If, as Mr. St. John imagines, the poi-
son 'of fevers is a peculiar gas exhaled
from “the surface, some fortunate dis-
covery may ~possibly- furnish us with
the method ‘ of neutralizing it, so as to
prevent it ‘from infecting the patient’s
assistants; but experiments are, perhaps;
both too hazardous and too difficult, in
this case.suad} gl | -

- The sources of '-pesfilentiﬁl disorders,
‘then, of dysenteries, and some of the
‘worst cutaneous disorders, have been
sieges, camps, jails, and hospitals. The
plague itself appears to originate with
the crouded inhabitants of the miserable
villages in the east.

It is a fact equally alarming and true,
~ that many persons in indigent circum-
stances, are exposed, in our great towns,
to such evils as T have shewn to be

productive of febrile contagion, and

probably

!
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probably of new diseases. The degree
of misery, existing even.in manufac:
turing towns; is only to be credited by
those who have witnessed it. The poor .
are indeed the first sufferers, but the 2
mischief does mnot always rest with
them. By secret avenues it reaches the
most opulent, and severely revenges
their neglect, or insensibility to thﬂ :
wretchedness surrounding them.

In all unhealthy seasons, and times of
public distress, the poorer members of
- the community are most deeply injured,
and most easily affected by the causes
of disease; -all the methods of guard-
ing against infection, or of destroying it
‘where it has once entered, are to 2
certain degree expensive, and require,
besides, an activity not to be expected
‘from the sullen indolence of the poor.
Their want of knowledge, and want of
~ foresight  also incapacitate them from
~any effectual struggles against epidemics.

In
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of an elegant house might produce
fevers, as well as garrets and cellars;*
besides, it will be readily admitted as
an efficient cause, by those who have
observed the changes in sores,or
stumps, occasioned by passions of the
mind. Dr. Hoffman gives an instance,
from his own knowledge, of death
produced by the bite of a man highly
enraged, in consequence of the poi
sonous nature of the saliva, '~ That the
poor perpetuate animal poisons, cannot
‘be doubted. When a fever .either

* Upon this passage, a writer in the Critical Review for December
1792, made the following remark; the candour, honesty, and pro=
priety of which, I leave to the censure of the reader, »

4¢ Among the remoter causes of fevers, Dr. Ferriar does not advert -

% to one distinction : it is not the confinement of clean healthy persons .

% that oceasions fc‘rﬂl‘h“ but the crowded small apartments of dirty
¢ ones, though depression of spirits undoubtedly - contributes to its
= power »e ]
21 1) =3
. In return for swera! obligations of this I-:md, which I have received
from the voriters i m this joumnal, so eminent for ifs scurrility, I shall
only say, in the wm-ds of Parsen Adams; ¢ Whoever they are; may
* God forgive them, and beztuw o them a little more sense, as well
LB as hn:m‘amt}‘. £t it g :

i : arisesi
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atises, or is introduced into’the house
of a poor person, every circumstance
favouring its progress, it generally‘ at-
tacks the famﬂy in succession : their
clothes, and the woollen and cotton
parts of their furniture .becoﬁ‘:ie infected,
retain the infection tenaciously, and are
~capable of communicating the disease
for a long time. These they ~can nei-
their afford to puﬁfy or destroy. Thus
their dwellings and persons 'continually
breathe 'cbntﬂgiqn; and where this is
the ‘situation, ‘not of one family only,
but of a very great number, it is hardly
possible to prevent the communication
of the disease to the families of the
rich, among whom it would never have
been produced

We are told by Diemerbroek, that it
~was a common practice in Italy and
France, when the plague appeared 3
any large town, to drive out the poor

immediately 3
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the welfare of the poor, and that'a,
minute and constant attention to their
wants, is not less an act of self-preser-
vation than of virtue. For we are not
only exposed now, to the ravages of
~ disorders, the poisons of which are
perpetuated in the abodes of misery,
but we are threatened with the rise of
new contagions, the danger of which
cannot’ be foretold, nor perhaps the
- remedies ‘easily ascertained. In this
the true danger of luxury consists;
which I think authors have too much
overlooked : the excesses of an indi-
~vidual, in their direct consequences;
affect only himself and his family:
but when voluptuous habits induce
him to withhold 'his real superfluities
- from the indigent, he contributes to
.~ the diseases and destruction of thou-
sands. '

Accident and misfortune have too

often done those services to mankind,
e B LB ~ which
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