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s
THE SCIENCE OF THE PULSE. xliii

elevating the art of Sphygmica, by fixing its
principles upon the solid bases of experiment
and observation, and adapting the knowledge
of them to the progress of the human mind,
he leaves to the decision of the able and en-
lightened medieal republic, with the full con-
vietion, that if they do not realize his hopes,
they will at least appreciate his feeble efforts.

That the science of Sphygmica has a fa-
vourable influence upon the art of curing, and
is the guide of the medical practitioner by the
hedside of the patient, admits not of a doubt;
in proof of which it may be observed, that it is
the nature of all fevers of a malignant kind to.
conceal their true character, that their symp-
toms often appear disguised, that the real
cause of the disorders often lies hidden in the
human frame, and that it is scarcely possible
to conjecture the nature of the diathesis or
morbose tendeney. Now in these, and all si-
milarly obscure eases of fevers disguised under
false appearances, recourse must be had to
the pulse,-the oseillations of which sufficiently
demonstrate the true: state and condition of
the vital pnwars,'aemrding to which the dis-
ease attacking receives its peculiar form.

- One, among other proofs, which shews the
d:ﬂicul_ty of ascertaining and determining the
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THE SCIENCE OF THE PULSE, xlvii

much correctness  their corresponding prog-
nostics, upon the favourable or fatal termi-
nation “of such disorders, which as is well
known, are soon decided, by the skill or the
inexperience of the medical attendant. Galen
and many other eminent physicians notice in
their works, the favourable termination, which
justified the prognosties deduced by them
from the true knowledge of the pulse.

It is this knowledge which is of great as-
sistanee to the physician, in his treatment of
ataxic fevers, and of many other disorders of a
malignant nature ; all of which when ecom-
pounded or complicated, are generally accom-
panied by symptoms fallacious, or in no
degree regular or characteristic ; it becomes,
therefore, of the greatest consequence, not to
act precipitately, and although the informa-
tion afforded by pathological anatomy is use-
ful in general, it will be better not to rely too
much upon it in similar disorders, as these lat-
ter scarcely ever leave behind them any traces
of organic injury, either in the structure of
the organs themselves, or in their external
tissue : in which cases, it becomes necessary,
in order to ascertain the diagnosis, prognesis,
and the remedy, to found all our judgment
upon the state of the vital. puwera‘fwhmh is
deduced from that of the pulse. '+ 11 0
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HISTORY OF 3PHYGMICA. Ixxvii

subtiliter composuit, ul ad lectos aegri pulsuwm
species difficilius adgnoscas, quas separavit.”*
The rules laid down by Galen upon the
pulse, served as a guide to the physician Ae-
tius. This learned man flourished in Alexan-
dria, towards the close of the fifth century:
almost all his treatises upon practical medicine
and surgery were well received by the public,
although Aetius was indebted to Galen for the
greater part of his ideas. The changes intro-
duced by him may be redunced to those, of
- having brought into general practice the use
of cautery, actual and potential, in cases of
paralysis; of having circumseribed the efficacy
of medicine to the application of magnetism,
which he was the first to introduce, especially
in the cure of the gout; and lastly, of being
the author of several original and practical ob-
servations. With respect to Sphygmica, he
made no alterations, as he followed the path
traced out for him by Galen: his division of
the pulse into external and internal, may be
found deseribed and pointed out in the third
book of Galen’s work upon crises. The happy
results he gathered from his knowledge of the
pulse led him to conclude, that it is by means

* Hall. Op. cit. lib. vi. pag. 244.
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