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CONTINUED. {5

CHAPTER VI

' ON IMAGINATION, AND ITS DISEASES.

The expreffion imagination, often applied to phens-
mena which are quite diffevent from each other.
Of reverie. . Dijpropartion between the repre-

ﬁﬂzarwa Saculty of the mind and jadgmmf. It

. may be either born with a perfon, or grczdeﬂfa;’{y_
excited ; the accidental exciting caufes cloffed,
and enumerated. The great danger of a natural
difproportion between imagination and judgment

pointed ont, and explained. The accidental de-
rangemént of inlelleds which it occafions :H;gf
trated by :@(E'.r.

THE word imagination has been indifcri-

minately applied to many phenomena, and
- Vou. II. B operations
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27 ON IMAGINATION,

operations of the mind, which, although they
refemble each other in their general character,
are very different in their real nature. The
figures and phantoms of our dreams, the in-
chanting fcenery and pictures we form when
‘we build caftles in the air, the reprefentations
which occur in the deliria of fevers, and of in-
{anity, the fudden intrufion of thought, which
anger, jealoufy, fear, and other paffions give
birth to ; all thefe are confidered as the effe&s
of one faculty ; theyare called illufions of the
imaginatioﬁ. ~ But what is much worfe, and
obvioufly wrong in a philofophical light, is,
that many altive, voluntary, and complex ope-
ratmm. of the Underf’candmg, are alfo called by
the name of i 1mag1natmq,. as, for mﬂance, the
g;emus of a pamter, poet, fculptor m‘ novel
writer, &zc :
'It Enuﬁ bc fviden{ to any one who reflets
cven.but {lightly ‘on the fubject, that many of
thefe mental phenomena are effentially differ-
~_ ent from each other, and ought therefore to
be dmﬁrngmﬂmd by pccul;ar terms; but the
pmaerry of Janguage s I'm:h and the notions
- - 2 whlch
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AND ITS DISEASES. 3

which people form of them fo inaccurate, that
many obftacles' oppofe themfelves to ‘the ac-
complifhment of this very defirable objett.

The method of this work does not permit
me to enter fully into this fubje& ; buta fhort
analyfis becomes unavoidable, efpecially as
thofe points of analogy in which the various
kinds of imagination, as they are commonly

- called, happen to agree, muft be rendered ob-
vious "in -order to underftand many thmgs
‘which are to follow. ' :

It often happens‘-when- -our attention is re-
laxed while engaged in- any purfuits, that an
image, or thought, wholly foreign to it, ‘at

 leaft as it appears to us at the time, fhall ‘fre-
fent itfelf to our mind ; for inftance, in read-

- ing a book, or in the midft of converfation,
the image of an abfent friend, of fome abfent
fcene; or fome paft ation, or gx'pé&ed good,
thall-fuddenly prefent itfelf in fuch a manner
as to arreft our attention. Under fuch cir-
cumftances we often read on fora confiderable
time, but do not underftand aone word of the

B2 - booksg
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- 2 ON IMAGINATION; -

-book; and-the voices of thofe who converfe
_with us; reach'the edrs, and produce their full
corporeal €ffect there, but:the progréfs of the
impreflion is ftopped by that already prefent
-in-our mind. *A perfon in fuch a' flate is faid
18] 'bf.‘-:iﬂ'- a dr:'e&f;l; rcir_erig,,ﬂr abfent: fit; &cs
Hawever uncenn&&ed the fulzgeéi: ‘of our
-;-ever-m may be with that from which it ori-
_ginally fprung, yet there can be no doubt that
At came. _i,l_iim-'tﬁe_ mind on the fame principle
a:s' that on which zll old thoughtsfucceed each
other, I mean the principle of aflociation.
" The:intermediate fteps are not a’IWaf&iakcn
nwotice of, and hencc it often appears'a myftery
2o the abfent perﬁm Him{felf,; how fuch ideas
jhouid have prefenged themfelves. - Thxr truth
. of thisaffertion hasdbeen alra:ady proved in the
; {thp-tep en»ﬁttenﬂan arly i 10

- e

B ,gémgﬁx@vcry mdiwd,u,aP 1S fubjaﬁt ‘to; fuch'
-kl:‘id& @t} IHt;rﬂﬁ{)il as this, for it rarely’ ha;ppens
on. thc one hand that books, -or converfation;
oreven the: more Hﬁceﬁ'any -purfuits of our life,
30 bromrono Dasifnbou oo of 2ud  gare-

- piocd s

" E S )
g AATEST S

,-.,.—.' '--. --7.---e. "
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AND ITS DISEASES. 5

are {ufficient to command unabated attention ;
and on' the other hand, few people ftrive to
obtain" that “complete maftery over attention
which alone can prevent the wandering of the
mind ; but when attention is not forcibly di-
rected toone ‘objed, or feries of thoughts,
and any: 1d31.:a ‘is preffnted to the mind, with
which feveral orhers are aflociated, eat:h }ead- .
ing to a different fham of ideas, the p@wer of
'ccncatcmnan alone’ fhall miflead the rmnd
until fome accidental cucumﬁances agau’i_'- :

.L.brmg back the attention to'its former ob_] ects.
In many p&opl_e, partly from the original con-
formation of their mind, “partly from ‘neglect
of education, attention is fo little under con—
trol, that it cannot be ﬂrongfy directed to any
one fubjec,  except for a very thort time 5 the
character ‘of thoughtlefinefs, - ignorance, and
volatility, which this occafions, and its other
baneful ‘effeéts, have been already fpoken of
in the chapter on Attention. -

- As the {ubjedts of waking dreams are as va.
rious as the nations whicha perfon haseeverac<
quired, fo it is evident that the corporeal effeéts

of
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6 0% IMAGINATION,

of {uch a ftate of mind muit be as various as
human action itfelf, except in this refpect, that
they are either fooner reprefled, or fooner in-
terrupted by impreflions of external objelts.
If an abfent perfon imagines himfelf engaged
in controverly, his lips move as if in conver-
{ation ; if his fubject of thought be an object
of any paffion, asanger, jealoufy, :_nvy;_ hatred,
or love, his countenance ‘and geftures betray
the emotions natural to thefe paffions.

Such kinds of imagination feldom produce
any permanent mifchief; except when they
eccafion an incqrable _h.ibit of i,ri;attcn’tion, the
bad effe&s of which have been fully confidered.

- Between the various acts of imagination al-
luded toin the beginning of this chapter, there.
is evidently one very great diﬁin&iﬂn to be
made, Thf.‘}" may with much propnety be_'
divided into two great claffes.

The firft clafs is quite involuntary, the
“other, on the contrary, is fo far voluntary, that
the images which occur to the mind arife from

the
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the altive employment of feveral faculties.
The objedts of our dreams, the various things

~which are feen in the delirium of fevers, and
in infanity, and the _fpe&res which feem to
prefent themfelves before the eyes of many
young people, when left in the dark, and the
vifions of fome religious devotees, and be--
lievers in the immediate agency of {pirits, all
prefent themfelves involuntarily to the mind.
But the images which HoMer, SPenser,
KrorsTock, and Suakespear, give birth to,
and which are called produdions of the ima-
gination, are the effects of a voluntary exercife :
of various mental faculties, and not to be at-
tributed to any fingle one to u}hich the name
of imagination ought to be exclufively applied.
"The proof of this will follow in the next chap-
ter, in which genius is fpoken of,

Whether the images arife involuntarily, or
from the voluntary efforts of the mind, they
are all to be confidered as acts of the reprefen-

tative faculty,

Now
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3 ' ON IMAGINATION,

Now it may be obferved that the reprefen-
tative faculty of the mind is often difpropor-
tionately great in regard to the other faculties,
efpcé:iaily to that of judgment. = Such a cafe
is to be confidered as highly dangerous, ot
only inafmuch as it is the fource of many
errors in judgment, but alfo as it isa power-
ful genitrix of many permanent kinds of deli-
rium. ;

A difproportionate activity of the reprefen-

- tative faculty of the mind may ecither be born

with a perfon, or it may be acc1dentall}r exg
cited.

In both cafes the images of the mind make
a ftronger impreffion on the brain than that-
which the impreflions of external objeéts do,
and this is the fole caufe why people believe in
theu' reality. That this fuppofition is founded
in truth is proved by a great number of falts,
all of which tend to eftablith this general
axiom, that the belief in the reality of the
phantoms of the imagination arife either in.
confequence of caufes which prevent the im-
' : _p;rf:iﬁ_ons_
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preflions of external objeéts from reaching the
brain with 2 due degree of force, or elfe from
the images of the imagination having acquired
fuch a degree of force from frequent repeti-
tions, as to be fuperior in their effect tothofe
derived ab externmo. Many people, previousto
the attack of delirium, if they fhut their eyes
fo as to exclude the fight of external objelts,
immediately fee, as it were, a crowd of horrid
faces, and monfters of various fhapes, grinning
at them, or darting forward at them. As {oon
as they open their eyes all thefe phantoms
vanifh ; if they fall afleep they are greatly dif-
turbed by thefe apparitions, and have horrid
and fearful dreams. Every medical man cf
obfervation muft have taken notice that, pre-
vious to the commencement of a delirium,
the patient is often confcious of its _appraach.'
Before the images of his imagination become
fo vivid as, by their ation on the brain, to.
intirely obftruct the paffage of thofe of exter-
nal bodies, they only operate occafionally, and
the patient, therefore, being able to compare
their influence with thofe which arife from the
~_ people, and things around him, becomes con-
; et ~ {cious
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{cious of a difference between them. Thus -
patients when they firft begin to rave, in
fevers, only do fo when the room is darkened,
or when they fhut their eyes : upon opening
their eyes, or upon being allowed to fee a good
deal of light, the delirium goes off, and recol-
lecting what things théy.faw, and their influ-
ence, they often remark, of their ownaccord,
that they are fure they were wandering, or
yaving.

: It has bccnjuﬂ: now remarked, that a dif-
proportionate a&ivity of the reprefentative
faéuity may arife from accidental caufes.
Thefe are various: '

- 1ft. Difeafed arterial action, as occafioned
by it ' ' '
;a\. Fevers, and other acute difeafes. (See
~ Inguiry into the Phyfical Caufes of Delivium
3 z'# Book I.) . _ .
5. Common, and fpecific inflammation of
the brain. (744d.)
f.'Infoxicaticn. (i4:d.)
d. Certain poifons.  (Szz No, 4e 11 thé

Appendix.)
adly,
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AND ITS DISEASES- i1

2dly. Caufes which countera& the impref-
fion of external bodies. . -

a. Difeafed vifcera, &c. (See the chapter
on Hypochondriafis, Book 1.)

&, Sleep.

3dly. Caufes which exalt imagination, and
at the fame time deftroy judgment. '

a. The faculty of. ﬁﬁi_on too frequently
exercifed.  (To e difcuffed in ihe next
chapter.) :

4. Strong paflions. (See Book III.)

A perfon born with a difproportion between
the activity of his imagination and his judg-
ment, has a peculiarity of mental characer
which is eafily to be difcovered in very early
life, except a number of very happy circum-
ftances have concurred to diminith it.

Young people of this defcription are com-
monly endowed with great fenfibility of
nerves, fo that every impreflion ab exzerno, is

quickly
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quickly and forcibly conveyed to the mind,
and wvice verfa, the i‘ma&es- of the mind a&k
quickly, and with great force, on the corpo-
real parts. All aﬁ'ucmtmns of thought con-
nected with any vifual ob;e& or with paﬂ‘ages- :
of books, or fub*e&s of . converfatmn, ‘dre
~quickly brought. into thﬂ mind ; ‘and hence'
there is a chara&er f}f hfe fplrlt, and cIevEr-
nefs in their converfaﬂon whmh is not difco-
vered in other young people.. The livelinefs
~with whu:h all anrf::-'ﬁons are felt does not
allow time for the due exercife of judgment,
and therefore they generally draw _m‘iny erro- -
neous conclufions concerning things which
are eafily feen in their right light by other
people. They a& with precipitation, and:
confequently fall into many errors which a.
little forefight (judgment as to future events, )-
might have prevented. Then they are all
buftle, confufion, and folly, or all centri-:
tion and forrow, or elfe in actual defpair ; and
the motives of thefe violent commotions of
mind and bodily -action, are never propar;mn-.-
ate to the effects.

Thﬂi;’_-
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.=+ Theif feélingsare very acute ; pleafure, both
~ corporeal and: mental, generally throws them
into exceffive agitation, and bedily pain, if
their frame-be:tender ; and if they be very
young, often excites convulfions. They are
powerfully affected by all defires-and paffions,
and the moft trifling caufes of excitement, or
depreffion, overcome their judgment.
“*When fuch people have once entered on the
‘bufy fcenes of life, and their judgment 'has
not been firengthened by a judicious mode of
education, they are expofed to inceflant evils.
They do not take the beaten path - they wan-
der very eafily into the region of pofiibilities;
at times giving ear to the flighteft infpira-
tions of hope ; at other times fo intirely de-
prefled by ill-founded fears and terrors, that
~ thiey may be faid to be on the brink of defpair.
“A courteous {mile, and a kind and civil beha-
- wviour, from one who has it in his power to
ferve them,-'makes- them miftake him for a
patron. When they are difappointed, hate -
and anger quickly follow ; if they are often
overcome by difappointment, and do not fuc-
' ceed
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u

- ceed in the world, loud, ‘general clamours,
are pronnunced againft all mankind; the
common rivalfhip of men is conﬁ:rued into
malice and perfecution, and except accidental
favours of fortune remove the caufes of their
diftrefs and difappointment, mifanthropy
follows. : : ~ :

Should a perfon, born with fuch a dif-
proportion between his imaginary powers
and judgment, have this faculty of his mind
'H_nfortuna-teljé exalted by a ftore of images,
which, from their nature deftréy judgment,
fuch as horrid notions of fupernatural agenis,
a8 of devils, ghofts, hobgoblins, &c. as is
but too frequently the -cafe among young
people, and-alfo thofe of the lower orders,
the: moft melancholy effets refult. It would
be an eafy matter to fill many pages with il-
Juftrations of this pofition, as the records of
medicine are full of them.  But one ortwo
are fufficient to explain’ what is ‘meant. A |
Mr. Caarces Lenz, a ftudent of philofophy,
at the univerfity of Jena, relates the following
cafe from his pcrfonal knowledge of the fact.

« A young
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A young girl about nine or ten years old,
** had {pent her birth-day wirh feveral com-
‘¢ panions of her own age, in all the gaiety of
* youthful amufement. Her parents were of
““ a rigorous devout fe&, and had filled the
¢ child’s head with'a number of ftrange and
“ horrid notions about the devil, hell, and
*¢ eternal damnation. 1In the evening, as fhe
““was retiring to reft, the devil appeared to
¢ her, and threatened to devour her ; fhe gave
*¢ a loud fhriek, fled to the apartment where
*¢ her parents were, ‘and fel l; down, apparently
« dead, at their feet. A pﬂy’ﬁcian was called
- in, and the began to6 recover herfelfin a few
“ hours. 'She then related what had’ hap-
¢ pened, adding that fhe was fure fhe was to
* bedamned. This accident was immediately
« followed by a fevere and tedious nervous
T« cumpi&in‘t.” Pfychological Magazine, Vol.
1V. partI. p. 7o. : '

Cafe 2d. < In Kleifche, a fmall village in
¢ Germany, belonging to Mr. V. S. a maid- .
¢ fervant of that gentleman’s family was fent
*c a fhort league from home to buy fome meat.
- ' <« She.
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e She exccuted her orders corredtly, and as
cc fhe was returning in the evening, the thought
«« fhe fuddenly heard a great noife behind her,
~«¢ Jike the noife of many waggons. Upon
< turning round; fhe obferved a little grey
g< mah, not bigger than a child, who com-
<« manded her to go along with him. Shedid
¢ not, however, return any an{wer, but con-
« tinued to walk on. The little figure ac-
s« companied her, and frequently urged her to
“ go along with him. Upon reaching the -
e« outer court of her mafter’s refidence, the
¢ was met by the coachman, who afked her
¢ where {he had been; to which fhe returneda
<« very diftin¢t anfwer. He did not remark

£« the little n'na.n, but {he fill continued to de

- *¢ fo. As fhe was paffing the bridge, he fum-
¢« moned her for the laft time, and upon her
« refufing to anfwer: hlm, he. tnld her, with a
¢« menacing look, that fthe fhould be four days
¢ blind and dumb and having faid fo he dif-
e appeared.

7 The girl haftened to her apértmcnt, and

'-f“ threw herfelf on the bcj:d,‘-unablc to open
T ' « her
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< her eyes, or to pronounce a word. Sheap-
*« -peared to underfiand all that was fald but
¢ could not make any an{w er tu the queftmnsﬁ
i1 Whlch were pmpofad to her, exc:ept by ﬁgns. '
i Every thmg was. tr;qd for her recovery by
¢ the family mth whom the llvcd but all was
‘¢_in vain, She was mcapabie of fwa.llowmg ;.
« the mﬁdwmf:s ‘ﬂhlﬂh were nrdered for her..
At la[’r on the expiration of the fourth day,
¢ fhe aroft in tolerably good health, and nar-
«c ra!:ed Whﬂt had happened to hl:r.",: .P;[J"-J-E?".-
_.Mazg Voi IL.: part 2. p. 14. 7 Fen ot

e MY 31 ABL]

r4. - e s
i JU 1."'.;.....&_, o

In the Appendix fcveral nthe:r cafes,. fnme-_
what analogous o thefe, will ‘be found, and.
which are fufficient 10 point out the nature c}fj
this ﬁngnlar Llluﬁon.. (See Appendlx, No. 5.)
It muft occur to evcry perfon of reflection,
that muﬁ nf the idle ftories. conc.ernmg appan-
tions have no other fnundatmn than that whn:h

has been pointed out m the tWG precedmg
cafes.

" Thefe cafes have been brought forward to
prove the exiftence and infizence which fuch
a vivid reprefentative facuIty has in' predii-

 Voi. IIL. C pofing
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18 ON IMAGINATION.
pofing to delirium. The caufes which ecite
the delirium itfelf, commonly called in medi-
cal language, the occafional caufes, are exa&ly
the fame with thofe which produce temporary
illufion. The permanency of the difeafe de-
pends on the degree of predifpofition on the
- one hand ‘and the nature and force of thf.' €X- -
| c1t1ng or occafional caufes on the Ot‘ner._

It ought in c4hdB8E HE T _]IIfthC to this
. peculmr conftitution of mind to be remarked :
that it does not neceflarily follow that a dif-
proportion between the reprefentative faculty :
of the mind and Judgment fhall inevitably
lay the foundation fof fuch aberrations of in-
tellect as have been juft iow defcribed.  Ex-
c}:pt there is, unfortunately, a family taint, it
may be corre&ted, provided a _;udlcmus mode
of education be adopted “The great art in fuch’
cafes confifts in ﬁrengthenmg Judgment and
in cxcrcﬁing the memory in the corre@ enun-
- ciation of falts, It would lead me much out
of my prefent track to dwell on this fubject;
befides, it will be fully confidered in the cu-

rative part. e Wi
CHAP.
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CHAPTER VIL

ON GENIUS, AND THE MENTAL DISEASES
TO WHICH IT IS MOST EXPOSED.

Genins analyzed, and the influence of the various
faculties which conflitute it obferved. The ge-
neral principle explained upon which vepeated
and excelfive efforts of genius produce injury to
the individual. When a man of genius ought to
Slop bis fludies ; the [ymptoms which announce
danger mentioned. How it is to be accomplifloed.
How want of fleep arifes from intenfe fludy.
How bodily diforders arife ; cafes illuftrative of
this. How illufions of the imagination are be-
lieved in ; the natural laws of buman thought
deteymine us to believe in them when once they
acquire a certain degree of vividnefs. Two cafes
of fingular illufion mentioned. How the exer-
tions of genius terminate in delirium. The
particular kinds of fludy which are moft apt to
gecafion delirium flated. Various cafes brought

C a2  forward

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. Il - page 20 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=20

20 ON GENIUS,

ﬁr"ward to illufivate the aberrations of mmd Ia
which genius is expofed. |

I’\T all a&s of invention, we employ, firft,
abftraction, to feparate individual nnr.lons, or
parts of notions, from thofe with which they _
were formerly affociated in our mind; and,
fecondly, we give them a new arrangement, fo
as to form anew concrete. ~ Thus, in the repre-
fentation of a {phynx, the poet and the painter
abftra@, in idea, the head and the neck of a
beautiful woman from the reftof her forrn, and
combine them, in their thoughts with the
’body and tail of a lmnefs. “They alfo'abftra&
from blrds l:he ngs and talons, and add thefc
-to the ﬁgure and th_u\s ﬁgi?? birth to fuch a
monﬂer as nature never crf:zited and whjch
m .one pam{ of v1ew, might bc conﬁdcred as
Ihc oﬁ'sprmg of puze fancy 3 but every. parl:
is originally borrowed from various ob Je&s '
of nature, and have been. qft;;l_}_ feen, and in
this, refpect, therefore,. the. production is to -
be confidered as the effect of our experience.

~ -

We
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"~ We can modify the' reprefentations of our
mind in a great variety of ways, but it is
3-1“;3}'5 by means of gcqﬁir&d knowledge that
we are enabled to do fo. - We have feen very
tall men, and alfo children, and very little men;
it is, thcreforé, but extending, as it were,
our exPerxence to imaginc'a human figure
fo tall that its head might reach the clouds, or
fo dl_mlnutwc, that like one of SHAKESPEAR’S
elves, it might creep into an acorn-cup.
When the vivid thoughts of genius mount.
from earth to heaven ‘and fathion angels : after
human ‘ thape ; when ornaments of gold and’
filver, rubies and diamonds, and many gems,
are made to decorate the celeftial palace of
Him who created millions of worlds ; and__t_he
heated fancy of the poet relates the hiftory of
battles fought againft the Almighty, in which
“the warlike inftruments employed were fimi-
lar to thofe ufed by men ; no other proof
need be brought forward of the limits within
which imagination is bound, or the ftore-

houfe from which its images are borrowed.

In
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In works of genius, not only abftraction
and combination, but judgment alfo, is ab-
folutely neceffary. By means of this faculty .
we make a proper {clection of the materials
which the reprefentative faculty of the mind
yields. The ftream of ideasmuft be reftrained
left they break down the natural banks of rea-
fon ; ﬁ:_nr if judgment be not conftantly em-
ployed in cbmpoﬁt_ion, as much nonfenfe may
be cither fpoken or written by a man of ima-
eination, as is uttered by a perfon in the deli-
rium of a fever. 'Gcnius in the higheft dc—
gree in which it can exift, is the refult, then,
of the combined influence of feveral faculties -
of the human mmd

Men of gemus or imagination, as they are
often called, differ from each other accordmg
as one or other of thefe faculties predominates. .
If the reprefentative faculty overbalances the /
reft, the work produced will abound in many
new thoughts, and vaft conceptions, but the
acts of judgment will be few in comparifon.

It is faid of many produ&ioﬁs of _poétry
and the fine arts, that they do not exhibit any

genius.
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genius. A poem may be poetic as to the
arrangement of language, the corre@nefs of
vq:rﬁﬁ;ation, and even as to the ﬁgqfﬁs which
adorn it; the fubject alfo may be truly poetic,
but fill it.mqu be devoid of true genius, for
excepr it exhibits_ new combinations of
thought, which, at the fame time that they

" ftrike us as being new, do not fhock our Judg-
rnent by their extrava.gance, but appea.r as the
glowmg cmblems of probable em{’tences, or
prabable truths, there is no genius in fucha
compofition. Let it not be imagined that the
plain difcovery of truth is effential to genius;
it is enough that it exhibits fuch a novelt}r of
thought as to awaken new trams of ideas in

~ the minds of othcrs, and like tne torch t:-f
Promethcus, animate men whn were hcfurc
inanimate.

When the imagination is ardent and crea-
tive, but counterbalanced by ﬁrong and cor-
rect _;udgment every thought which is great,
and yet chafte, may beexpected. The neweft,
richeft, and moﬂ: unexpc&ed combinations,
arife copioufly like the luxuriant produce

of
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of a fertile foil, and Béing fubmitted to the
active and Iin'erring care of reafon, cannot fail
to give génei‘a_l"fatiﬂsfa&ig-n,_ ‘and become of
general ufe. The moft correct minds find a
pleafure in the ftudy and .conté_mf-)_laﬁ.on of
fuch works ; for, although many natural bodies
are difembodied, and fathioned into a thoufand
new fhapcs; and thofe things which have no
cor_pufcal exiftence, fuch as faith, piéty, and
h’truth, vice, hatred and error, are prafer_itéd to
us in various human forrhé, yet the . action and
lan guage and the charaéer and qualities which
are given them, are fo appropriate, that moft
men often find themfelves under a momentary i
delufion, as to the reality of the i images. Even
when the moft fanciful fubjefis prefent_them..
{elves to a poet, in whom an ardent and well-
ftored imagination is combined with a correct
judgment, they will afflume an _a_,ppearancé fo
natural, that though different from the obje&
of our fenfes, we feem as if we faw new fights,
heard new fentiments, and were tranfported
into new worlds and regions. This is the pe-
culzar eﬂ'f:ét of true genlus » and implies'a won-
derful
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derful ‘union of extraordinary powers in the
various faculties of the mind.

A procefs of the human mind, fo extremely
complicated as this one is, muft neceflarily be
greatly expofed to frequent diforder. As the
phenomena of the diforders to which it is fub-
ject are very remarkable, and have not been
accurately examined, I find it neceflary to
enter into a minute inveftigation of the mode
of their production. -

Although every part of the human body
which acts, and which fuffers a¢tion, may be
firengthened and improved by a due degree of
exercife, yet we know from experience that
when the exercife is continued too long, or is
made to confift of a repetition of violent ex-
ertion, much mifchief and danger generally
enfues; the texture of the part fuffers a confi-
derable though not an apparent change, and
great diforder and debility follow. '

This ~ phyfiological - obfervation applies

equally to the brain as to every other part of
' ' our
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our frame, whether we confiderita part a&lgg
on the mind by means of 1mpreﬂions denved_

from external objects, or as acted on by the
mind, as is the cafe in every effort of memory,
judgment, imagination, pafﬁon, &ec.

In the exercife of the body, as well as in
that of the mind, it is impoffible to fix any
general ftandard for all mankind, fo intirely
does this depend upon varmus c1reumﬁances ;
fuch as age, fex, temperament, ftate of bndﬂy'
health and habit, &c. But thereisa faithful :
monitor within us, in our own feelings, which
ought to warn us when any exertion of : the |
mental faculties is carried too far and Dught to 4
be difcontinued.  What I allude to is a fenfe |
of bodily fatigue and wearinefs, which always . |
feliews long-continued and exceflive atten-
tion ; to which may be added feelings, which
every perfon experiences on fuch occafions; -
a fort of fullnefs, tenfion, and uneaﬁnefs about
the forehead, often termmatmg in fevere head-
ach. This obfervation has not efcaped the
'I_ea.rned and ingenicjus_ Tissor. In his work |
on the health of in_en of learning, he fays,

¢ Quiconque

' L 5 b ot et o |
il S b s et s e i tae vl al i prw gbats drmelrlet sy —_n--h'l--_u::t#ﬂ‘
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““ Quiconque a penf¢ fortement une fois dans
¢ fxvie, afait cette experience fur foi méme,
“ et il n’y a point d’homme de lettres qui ne
¢ foit forti plufieurs fois de fon cabinet avec
“ un violent mal de téte, et beaucoup de cha-
« leur dans cette partie, ce qui depend de
“ Iétat de fatigue et d’echauffement dans
“ lequel la mielle du cerveau fe trouvc.’f
Sar la Sante de Gfm‘ des Letires, p.. 145.

- It is a melancholy truth, that in intenfe
ftudy fuch cdrpqr.e::ﬁ_ fceliﬁ_gs_ are fﬁldﬁm fuf-
ficient to brlealg' the affociations with which
the mind is occupied. . Indeed, the idea of

| intenfe fludy naturally fuppofes an infenfibi-
lity to every impreffion, except fuch as are
conneted with the prefent thoughts : and
therefore it at firft fight feems as if an impoffi-
bility were required, when it is faid that ftudy
ought to be broken off when thefe corporeal
feelings occur ; but this depcnds on our never
having connected any powerful idea with thefe
feelings, fuch, for inftance, as there béihg the
fignal of much danger; were this the cafe,
we ﬂmuld find thé operations of our mind in-

tirely
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tirely interrupted by it, as foon as the body
began' to fuffer even in a fmall degree.

The generality of men'of ftudy are not
fufficiently aware of the danger of long-pro-
tracted or violent éxertions of the mental fa-
culties, and therefore the cbrpo:_*eal" effects
which T have juft now 'Irm;ntionéd do not
awaken any thoughts powerful enough to di-
vert them from their purfuits ; or if they are.
powerful enough to interrupt the operations
of the mind for 2 1ittle,; yet, through a mif-
taken zeal,’ and, as if athamed of givihg vﬁray
to what they confider an effe¢t of indolence,
they' endeavour by a renewed effort of atten-
tion to regain the train of ideas which were

interr[lptéd. '

 As this work may probably fall into the
hands of fome in whom thefe dangerous habits
of intenfe ftudy have ﬁot‘yet produced much
mifchief, and who may be unacquainted with
the truth of the obfervations which have been
juft ‘made, I fhall rake a curfory view of the
s : immediate
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immediate; bad effects of  too intenfe applica-
tion pﬁ‘-mind,_ not only as the caufe of many
melancholy kinds of. occafional delirium, but
alfo as being often thf: fource of downnght
m:{'amt}". o Igoh 4rote £ sfusdrs o

o

LA

1T F i e - Sy b pvewy s —

tw Tik

~In.everyacion of the mental /faculties, the
action of the arteries of the: bram is mcrcafed
and a greaten quantlrj of blood, than ufual is

immediately tranfmitted to it ; a kind of fan-

guineous congeftion takes place in:the veﬂ’els_
of the whole, h¢ad as is cvmmt fmm the
fcnfﬁ of fullnefs, glddmeﬁs head-ach, a rednefs

of the face and -eyes, which are often felt
‘upon any unufual exertion of miﬁd- by. tﬁofe
Wf:akened b}r md1fpoﬁtmn the i.l‘ﬂi'ﬂ.blllt}f of
the blood-veffels of the braln, therefore, are
‘preternaturally ftimulated, in thf: ﬁrf’c place,
- by this increafed guantity ::-f blond and a ﬁau:c
of indirect debility of the brain foIIows. In
the next place,  as all, mental perceptmns,
and their correfpondmg fenforial impreffions
~become more vivid by repetition, and as all
fenforial impreffions capable of. bemg tranf..
‘mitted
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mitted to the'irritable parts of the body are to™
be confidered as flimuli to thefe parts; and
further, as all irritable partsialfo become more
dzfpofed to action by repetition, -and as ation
neceflarily exhaufts a great deal of the vital
principle, we fee the reafon why all exertions
of the mcntai facultles, when too’ long conti-
nued or too violent, produce fatigue, and
debilitate the corporeal part of the animal.

The bad effects of this corporeal affection
are often exhibited in a very powerful manner
on many of the vifcera effential to the healthy
ftate of our frame. The force of the heart
and arteries is dlmmlfhed and the various fe~
cretions, therefore, are often leffened; the ,j
excretions are often retained longer than they
ought to be, and, like ufelefs and foreign
bodies, they irritate, and caufe diforder in the
parts in which they are contained; refpiration
becomes flower, and eonfined, the dr'gazis/ of
digeftion are impaired, and digeftion and
chylification are injured ; hence a fenfe of lan-
guor, anxiety, dejeGtion of mind, peevifh-
nefs, {pafmodic aﬂ’eétmns and all the confe-

quences

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. Il - page 31 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=31

e

AND ITS DISEASES. =5

-
-
-
=
u

| quences of a debilitated fibre, and dlfordf:red
ftate of nerves enfue.

The difference between the exercife of the
body, and that of the mind, confifts in this ;
the former, although it alfo cxhaufts the
firength of the mufcular fibre, and the energy
of the nerves, yet proves the indireét caufe of
thefe principles being more quickly and per-
fectly reftored than they otherwife would be,
for, by fupporting the altivity of the heart,
and arterial fyftem, they lay the fource ofa

~ more quick and perfect fupply of the various -

- parts and principles which were wafted by
fatigue. But the over.exercife of the mind
~weakens the body both direzly and indivesily ;
dire@ly, by exhautting the principle of irrita-
bility, and the energy of the nerves; and in-
dire&ly, by allowing the heart and arterial
fyftem, and the ftomach and chylopoetic vif= -
cera, to become debilitated for want of 4 due
quantity of bodily exercife.

Another rich fource of mifchief is the effecs

which the a&ive employment of the powers of -
'  the
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the mind, which confpire in Fhv._e: procefs in
compofition, have on fome people, by- dimi=
nithing their natural quantity of fleep.

- One would naturally fuppofe, froma know= -

ledge of the laws of irritability, -that, when
once Budily fatigue was induced to a certain
giggrgc_,_ by corporeal exercife, or by exertion
of the mind, fleep would neﬁuraily;-f{;ﬂ'oﬁ;

But this only happens when the mind is but
little or not at all engaged. ~ After any firong

and long-continued exertion of thought, ima-
- gination, or memory, &c. the aflociations
which have been excited ftill continue to ack

for a confiderable time after the vnluntary-_;i:f; :

forts of attentiog have been given over ; juft
as when, after having fixed our eyes upon‘a
ftrong light for a confiderable time; and then

yplu;}'rari‘iy excluding the external obje&, by

fhutting them, the ﬁgui‘f: of _impfeﬂ"lci_n_ fill

i bt

continues upan . our retina, and keeps the

mental perception awake. Every perfon who
has been employed in any very active opcra;

tion of the mind, and has continued it much

beyond his ufual hour of fleep, muft have
' found
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~ found that it was impofiible to prevent the
aflociation of ideas which had been excited
from being renewed in his mind again and
again for fome hours afterwards, notwith-
ftanding every effort to break the chain of
thought. The celebrated BoerHAAVE men-
tions, that having irﬁprudently'indulged him-
felf inintenfe thought from morning till night,
on a fubject of a ferious nature, he did not
clofe his eyes for fix weeks after, during all
which time he was perfe&ly indifferent to
every thing. This ftate was fucceeded by
univerfal pain, which he confidered as a fign
of the animal [pirits being renewed, and re-
turning to their _wnnted channels, and dif-
fufing themf{elves over his whole body.

- In Zimmerman’s celebrated work on.E-x-
perience in Phyfic, there is a very remarkakle
cafe mentioned, which exhibits the powerful
and dangerous effects of intenfe ftudy. As it
is applicable to the. prefent fubjet, I add
a tranflation -of it. < A young gentleman,
“ anative of Switzerland, gave himfelf wholly
¢ up to the intenfe ftudy of metaphyfics. - In
Vor. I1. D . ¢ afhort
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¢« 3 fhort while he began to experience an
¢« inertnefs of mind, which he endeavoured to
«¢ fhake off by renewed efforts of application;
¢¢ this increafed the complaint; and he re-
¢« doubled his exertions. This kind of con-
« teft lafted fix months, during which the
« difeafe increafed fo faft, that both body and
< mind fuffered from it. The health of the
¢ body was foon reftored by proper remedies,
« but ‘the mind and fenfes became gradually
« more and more impaired, until they at laft
¢« were fubjugated by a complete ftupor.
« Without being blind, he appeared not to
a1 s without being deaf, he feemed not to
e hear ; without being dumb, he d1d not

«« {peak. In other refpects he flept, drank,
«« ate without relith, and without averfion,_
« without afking to eat, or without refufing
¢ to do fo. He was deemed incurable, and all
¢ remedies were laid afide ; this ftate conti=
¢« nued a whole year. At the end of this time
« fome one read a letter to him with a very
« Joud voice, he was ag1tatcd -and ‘emitted a
« murmuring complaint, and applied his hand
<« to his ear ; this was taken notice of, and
. %% the
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¢¢ the perfon read ftill louder ; he then gave a
“ cry, and exhibited figns of the moft acute
« {fuffering ; the experiment was again tried,
““ and his hearing was re-eftablifhed by pain.:
“ Every other fenfe was fucceflively excited on
“ a fimilar principle, and in proportion as he
. ¢ regained the ufe of them, the ftupidity ap~
““ peared to be diminithed ; but the proftration
*¢ of ftrength which followed, and the pain he
* {uftained brought him to the brink of the
r grave; at laft, nature, without the aid of me<
¢ dicine, -gaingd a complete viGtory. He res
5 coveradhis____wbnted powers, and is at this
“ day one of our firft philofophers.””  See
Tissot’s work already mentioned, for a number
of other very remarkable cafes of this nature.

The increafed action of the blood-vefels of
 the brain by keeping that organ in a conftant
degree of tenfion, and the fenforial imprefs
fion, from the intenfity of thought, becoming
remarkably vivid, aét like ftrong and powers
ful ftimuli, and induce a degree of excites
ment nearly approaching to phrenitis.

D 2 _ if
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If the caufes of this flate occur frequently,
areal'and permanent delirium is often the con-
fequence ; for the mind of a perfon then be-
comes intirely occupied by a certain clafs of
‘notions, which, from'the fenforial impreflions
acquire a degree of 'vividncfs that is unnatural
to any perception, . except thofe derived from
fome of the external fenfes. 5

When once' the objeds of thought have
acquired this degree of force, they obftru&® the
ufual impreflions derived from external ob-
Jjects, and this circumftance increafes the be-
lief in the exiftence of his illufion, -

a

~This very dangerous ftate of mind is always
increaled, ceteris paribus, in proportion as the
objects of ftudy are few in number ; for when
they are numerous, and do not belong. to one
{ubjeét only, the habit of calily paffing from
one:chain of affociated ideas to another in.
creafes ; and-thus all the faculties of the mind
have a more equal degree of exercife.

P 5
e -

Whether
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“ Whether or not this hypothefis be received
as a fatisfactory 'explanation- of the origin' of
this fingular aberration of ‘mind, the fact is
undoubted, that men who are too much ad=
dited to the exercife of that kind of: fidion
which is neceflary in the compofition of what
are called ‘works  of imagination, oftbn_’.p:&fs
altogether from. the real.world into an ideal
one, where theytake the infpirations of fancy
for exifting form, and illufions for real {ub-
ftance. Thofe fimple aéts.of judgment which
relate to the common occurrences of life; and
which  conftitute what .is well de-nomimﬁtgd
- common fenfe; being. much neglected by fuch
people, the aberrations of. reafon are feldom
rectified by themfelves, and indeed they do not
liften. with. pleafure to the reafomng of .others
on their ﬁtuation

: To many- people it appea:s to bc an in<
explicable. myftery how a perfon believes any
thing to ‘have a real exiftence which is. not
prefent (to. the external fenfes. 'Thisis ina
confiderable degree explained by what  has-
been- already advanced in feveral parts of the
: work ;
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work ; but there is another obfervation rela-
tive to the fame fubject which merits atten-
tion. It is this: that the figure of impreljion
which the vivid ideas produce on the brain
is, by a neceflary law of the animal ceconomy,
already explained, conveyed to the extremities
of thofe nerves of external fenfe by which the
object, had it been'a real one, would have
been naturally received. But when any im-
preflion is made upon that part of our nervous
fyftem, we always® refer it, by a {pecies of
judgment derived from our experience, 'to
fomething without us. When a perfon of a
full habit of body ftoops down, fo as to caufe
a flight congeftion of bloed in all the veffels
of the head, the blood-veflels of the- retina
partake of this turgidity, and the preternatu-
ral diftenfion produces an unufual impreflion
on that nerve. The perfon, therefore, believes
he fees 2 number of black fpots and filaments
béfore his eyes, and concludes ‘that they have
a real exiftence without him, until he is made
acquainted with the nature of the phenomer
non. When we prefs firongly with our finger
on our clofed eye, we'think we fee a luminous

{pot
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{pot before it.  Whence, then, is the difficulty
of {uppofing that the impreflion of any ideal
obje&, tranfmitted from the brain to that
nerve, fhould produce a fimilar convicion on
our mind ?

A few examples, illuftrative of this kind of
difeafe to which genius is fo much expofed,
remain to be added.-

The firft which I fhall mention is taken
from BownweT, the fecond is that of a juftly
celebrated author, diftinguithed for the bril-
Jiancy, richnefs, and elegance of his imagina-
tion ; I mean the immortal Tasso, -

“ I know a man,” fays Boﬁﬂﬁr,-_" of great
¢« refpectability, ftrict veracity, a found un-
“ derftanding, and a good memory, and fa-
« culty of judging, who, while quite awake,
¢« and without any external caufe whatever,
¢ fees, at times, various figures of men- and
« women, birds, chariots, buildings, &c.
¢ They appear to him to be in motion; he
« feces them approach towards him, recede

-

“ from
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« from him, and totally difappear. Manfions
< rife fuddenly before his eyes with all their
« external and approprlatﬂ decorations. At
« times the appearance of the paper in his
- ¢ room feems at once to be changed, and, in-
¢ ftead of the ufual figures whichareon it, a
“« number of fine landfcapes appear to his
« view. Some time after, not only all the
¢ landfcapes and paper, but the farniture alfo
< difappear,, and the bare walls prefent them-
¢ felves to his eyes. But I fhotild lofe myfelf
« in attempting--fo defcribe all thefe phenome-
¢ na ; my object being folely to mention them.
© ¢ Al thefe objeés appear to him in fuch per-
¢« fe@ion, and make as ftrong an impreflion on
“ himas real objects.”” Subtil, p. 314. BonneT
adds, that the operation for the catara had
been fuccefsfully performed on him feveral
years before this fingular delufion commenced,
At the time that B'qi\ms'r wrote the cafe, he
fays, that the left eye was almoft ufelefs, "owing
to the perfon’s having greatly weakened it by
too much reading, but the: nght one was to-
Ierably good. ' 3

The following is the cafe of Tassu.
(13 At
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« At Bifaccio, near Naples, Maxso had an
¢« opportunity of examining the fingular ef-
<« fects of TAasso’s melancholy, and often dif-
¢« puted with him concerning a familiar fpirit,
““which he pretended converfed with him
¢ Manso endeavoured in vain to perfuade his
¢ friend that the whole was the illufion of a
¢ difturbed imagination ; but the latter was
‘<« {Irenuous in-m:a.intaining the reality of what
¢« he afferted, and to convince Maxso, de-
¢ fired him to be prefent at one of the myfte- .
‘«¢_rious converfations. Manso had the com-
¢ plaifance to mect him next day, and while
<< they were engaged in difcourfe, ona fudden
¢ he obferved 'that Tasso kept his eyes fixed
¢« ona window, and remained, in a manner,
¢« immoveable: he called him by his name,
< but received noanfwer; at laft Tasso cried
« out, © There is the ‘friendly fpirit that is
¢ come to converfe with me; look! and vou
¢ will be convinced of the truth of all that I
¢ have faid. |

“ Manso ‘heard him with furprize; he

* Jooked, but faw nothing except the fun-
“ beams
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<« beams darting through the window ; he caft
e« his eyes all over the room, but could per-
¢« ceive nothing ; and was juft going to afk
« where the pretended {pirit was, when he
#¢ heard Tasso {peak with great earnefinefs,
_#< {ometimes putting queftions to the {pirit,
#< fometimes “giving anfwers;: delivering the
#t .whole in fuch a pleafing manner, and in
s fuch elevated expreflions, that he liftened
«¢ with admiration, and had not the leaft
<< inclination” to interrupt him. At laft the
5 uncomrﬁon' converl'ation..,ended with the
¢ departure of the {pirit, as appearcd' by
#¢ Tasso’s. words, who, turmng to MANSG
e« afked him if his doubts were removed.
«« Manso ‘was more amazed than ever; he
s fcarce knew what to think of his friend’s
¢ fituation, and ‘waved any further converfi-
#¢ tion onthe fubjc& * Hoovr’s Life of Tasso,

P 48.

o~

Since the peculiar ideas which in fuch peoplc |

gain that extraordmary force which has been
defcribed, generally arife from accidental’ cir-
-cumftances, fuch as the delight a perfon takes

n
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in one fubje of thought or ftudy rather than
another, it is evident that it becomes impoffi-
ble to enumerate the various ftrange notions
which they may entertain. . There is, how-
ever, one kind which demands particular at-
tention, not becaufe it is effentially different |
from the others, but 'becaﬁfe of the baneful
effect it produces in fociety, when unfertu-
nately it eccurs in men of learning : I allude
to the firm belief of fome men, who are per-
fuaded that they have been taken up into hea-
yen; admitted to the prefence of -thc-ﬂlmight}?,
and are, feleted from the multitude, ‘as the
happy means of . explaining’ the more myfteri-
ous parts.of religion. - The' learning of fuch
men enables them to defcribe; in the moft en-
ticing colours, the vifions which they are con-
vinced they have had ; and the enthufiafm
~_which naturally accompanies fuch a belief of
divine favor; gives them a degree of altivity
in propagating their opinions, which no other
caufe could perhaps produce. From the firft
moment that a perfen begins to doubt whether
fuch phantoms of the imagination be realities
or not, from that moment is the difeafe cors
' ' firmed ;
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firmed ; vanity and pride, which fuch people
~ generally poflefs in a.confiderable degree, pre-
difpofe them to the belief, for it is: furely not
unnatural to think that a perfon to whom is
manifefted fuch divine partiality, thould con=
fider himfelf as’infpired, or, at leaft, as fitted
to be the inftructor of mankind. SWEDENS
BORG, and others, have been varioufly confiz
dered. - By fome;, they are looked on as faints;
by others, as artful h}’PGCl‘itES,I who wifthed to
eftablifha fect from interefted motives. There
does not appear, however, any foundation for
the laft opinion. They themfelves are deluded;
and as they have the wants and common paf-
fions of men, and as their delirium is confined
to one particular train of ihnught, it is natural
to imagine that they thould, like other people,
yield to the influence of fuch fights, -and the
paﬁians ‘which they givebirth tos1uisa

“The dreams of SWEDENBGRG; whi’ch have
given birth to a new fe& in this country, are
not more fingular than thofe of a beautiful
Spanifh lady, who was the founder of a con-
vent, and who was fanctified after her deceafe: |

Ialhas
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I allude to that lovely, mild, and moft uncom-
mon fanaticift, St. THErEsa,  (See Appendix,
No. 6.)

A circumftance which tends to impofe on
the Judgment of many, in regard to fuch pa-
tients is, that the difeafe is rare, and happens
only to very uncommon characters ; it is not
fo rare, however, but that many cafes of it
occur : but it does not always happen that
thofe who are thus infpiréd can write an intel-
ligible defcription of what they have feen,
and this circumftance, therefore, muft necefla-
rily add to the high eftimation of thofe who
diftinguifh themfelves by an accurate account
of their celeftial vifions,

‘That SwepensorG, and Saint THERESA are
not the only perfons who have vifited heaven
while on earth, might be fufficiently proved by
many cafes. * The following is an extraordinary
one, becaufe it thews the influence of the be-
lief, without the defire of making converts.
It 'is written by the lady herfelf, who faw the
celeftial fights, and it was fent to the editors
bf 'fhErPfycholdgical' Magazine, by a refpeta-
Ghh : e ' ble
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ble clergyman of Augfburg, of the name of
MurLer, who accompanied it with a letter.
In this letter he fays, the woman who drew

up the following relation (a perfon in other

refpects of good underftanding) pﬂrﬁﬁs, moft
firenuoufly, that the faw and heard every thing
which fhe defcribes.

e She is of 2 tranqull fteady character, and
£ has no other kind of fuperftitious behcf.”__

he adds, that he has many other papers of

her’s relating to the {fame fubjec, which he
offers to fend to the editors of this magazme,
“ if they choofe to afk for them. _

The perfon alluded rto, comﬁencca her nar-
ration with 2 kind of confeffion of faith in the
<« Lord of Lords,” for the fingular and gracious
condefcenfion he has thewn her, and thcn fhe
begins the following account of what fhe has
{een and heard. b i

- ¢ In the fourth year of my life, when I was
¢ engaged only with .childith amufements; I
¢« took the folio bible in which my late fifter
, o« (who
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¢ (who was then in the fireet with her maid)
¢ had been reading. This book I took from
e the table, and rolled it with my hands and
¢« feet to a bank, where I had been fitring,
« and I then placed- my feet on it, that I
« might the 'more eafily drefs and undrefs my
¢ lietle doll. 1 3

¢ T had fcarcely taken my place above a
« minute, when Ihearda voice at my ear fay,
« Put the book where you foundit; but as
« ] did not fee any perfon, I did not do fo.
¢ The voice, however, repeated the mandate,
« that I fhould do it immediately, and, at the
e« fame time, I thought fomebody took hold
<« of my face. I inftantly obeyed, with fear
¢ and- trembling, but not bciﬁg able to lift
¢« the book upon the table, I called the fer- |
« yant maid-to come quickly and affift me,
¢« When fhe came, and faw that I was alone,
« and terrified, fhe fcolded me, as nobody
s _was there. ' ‘

¢¢ When I grew up in years, it was my moft

« earneft with, and greateft delight to know

(13 what
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«¢ what that book contained; and I am not
¢« athamed to confefs I have read it twice from
« beginning to end. The firft time, my un.
¢ derftanding being weak, 1 did not {fuffici-
“ ently comprehend it. But afterwards it
“* became more intelligible to me, by often
« hearing fermons, and reading religious
¢ books.

- “¢ In my feventh year my fifter and I were
¢« playing as children do, when (it was then
“ fummer) a great clear flame appeared to
« come in through the chamber door, in the
«« middle of which was a long, white light,
¢« about the fize of a child of fix weeks old :
¢¢ it remained about half an hour in the fame
¢¢ fitvation, near the ftove, and then went out
“ again by the room door ; the white light
R firft, and the flame after it. We found
“ nothing in the adjoining room but my fa-
<< ther and mother, who were employed: :
* they {faw nothing, and fcolded us accord-
ingly ; but it always remained in our me.
¢ mory. '

€C

770,
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t¢ 3%50. My hufband and I left Strafburg,
*¢ on account of the dearnefs of provifions.
« While we were on the road, there appeared
< to ine, about half paft five o’clock in the
«« morning, our blefled Saviour, in a dream;
« who fpoke half an hour with me ; I did not,
« however, pay attention to what he faid, fof
¢ joy prevented me, and I only thought of
¢ what I fhould fay to him. Afrer he had
«« done fpeaking, he difappeated. - :

« 1771 Inthe month of December, T con=
¢ ftantly received difagreeable letters from
¢ my hufband, who was then in Augfburg,

- < while I was at my native home. Thig
¢« condu@ on his part caufed me to take
¢ the refolution of defifting from prayer. I
¢« thought the Lord had forfaken me, and on
<< the Sunday c\icning following, I thanked -
*¢ God, once for all, and went to bed.

«« 1 awakened towards murning, but did
not knew what time it was. At once, it
appeared, to my great aftonithment, to be
“ broad day-light, and at my bedfide fat a

Vor. II. = ¢ heavenly

€c
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< heavenly human figure, in the fhape of a
“ man, about fixty years old, in.a blucith
« robe. His countenance was like the cleareft
¢« red and white cryftal, his hair bright.and
¢ fair; he looked at me with tendernefs, and
“ faid, Proceed, proceed, pr;arffd *. How am
“ 1 to explain that? thought I to myfelf.
“ Immediately it was explained to me by a
“ young perfon, alfo as beautiful as an angel,
¢ who fat on the oppofite fide of my bed;

. ¢ Proceed in prayer,” he faid, © proceed in
¢ faith, proceed in trials.’

« While théy thus fpoke to me, a light like
““ that refle¢ted .from the river Diele, feemed
“ to fhine in the apartment. - It moved up.
and down, and then difappeared, upon which
I felt as if fome perfon pulled out the hairs
¢ of my head, but the pain was to be borne.
“ The light came again, and the pain ceafed

AL

(11

® Halt an, halt ein, halt aus, 1 cznnéi_:_recuﬂe.&_ in the
Englifh language any three words between which there is
the fame fhade of difference as in thefe German ones, and

-which at the fame time are, as in the prefent inftance, to be
: confidered as nearly fynonimous.

“ intirely ;
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¢« intirely ; - it again difappeared, and I felt
« as if the fleth on my back was torn from
< the bones by pincers ; the light came again,
#¢.and -1 was!then -better. - It again went
« away, and I felt as if : my. thoulder: blades
“ weretorn from each e-ther -my heart; .alfo,
¢ felt; asif it were torn out of my. breaft, and
«¢_laid between my fhoulders,  where it died *.
<« I thought thefe muft be my laft ﬁ{omcnts 3
¢ -and I then beheld. theidevil befide the young
« angel. - He came from behind the bed, with
<¢ his back foremeoft. All that I faw of him,
“ however, was his arm, a tail about two
« fpans thick, which refembled a ferpent, and
« his neck, and the back part of his: head.
¢ I had not time to examine him minutely,
¢ for the ~angel puthed him away with his

«< elbow. -

® Although we have no information of the flate of this
-perfon’s health, it appears very probable, from this part of
the hiftory, that fhe was afflifted with épi-leéfy, or fome fimi-
lar convulfive diforder ; the aura epileptica in an enthu-
fiaftic mind like hers, might be referred toa divine light.
“The pulling of the hairs, and tearing of the flefh, are intelli-
gible enough,

E 2 | ¢ Th::

-
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¢ The light came again, and both perfons
« Jooked mournfully at it. The young per-
« fon then faid, < Lord, this is fufficient ;’
¢« and he repeated thefe words three times.
«« Whilft he repeated them, 1 looked at him,
« and beheld two large white wings on his
¢« fhoulders, and therefore I knew him to be
«« an angel of God. The light immediately
«« difappeared ; the two figures vanifhed ; and
« the day was fuc‘rdeﬁly_ converted into night;
. ¢ my heart was again reftored to its right
¢ place, the pain ceafed, and I araft:. It was
¢ then five o’clock in the morning. :

€ -1772.' “Previous to my leaving Landau, I
<« was again gracioufly favoured with a fight of
« our Saviour. It was about five o’clock in
«« the morning, and he was white in perfon
“ and in drefs. ' o

¢ 1773. After I left my native country, and

«« returned to my hufband; he made my life
-« f{obitter to me that I thought only of death.
« ] then formed a refolution extremely con-
« trary to my natural difpofition. I deter-
| - ‘e mined
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¢ mined to quarrel with him, and oppole
** him by violent means ; one of us muft die,
« I thought, or elfe my whole life will be
¢ fpent in this difgufting union ; and itis faid
¢ in the holy writings, that this life of mifery
¢®is not worth the happinefs we are to expect
‘¢ hereafter. = My forrows increafed, and 1
¢ went to bed in tears.

<t T awakened about four o’clock in the
“ morning, and imagined myfelf in my fa-
¢ ther’s houfe, on the river Diele. I looked
“ up into heaven, and {faw a Water-dog walk-
“ 1ng on the ﬁrmament.

£ As foon as it had pa_I_I'ed by, the {kies de-
¢ {cended to me, and my eyes were changed
“ on purpofe to fee new fights, for I faw
¢ many hundred thoufand miles. The man-
¢ fion of God ftood in the centre, lightly en-
¢ veloped in clear blue clouds, and furrounded
“ with a fplendor of fuch various colours as
¢ are unknown to the world below. In each
¢¢ colour ftood fome millions of men enrobed
““in garments of the {ame colour with that in

¢« which
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« which they ftood ; for inftance, thofe who
«« ftood in red, were clad in red, and thofe
< in the yellow, had robes of yellow ; and the
« faces of all thefe men were turned to the
¢ ‘manfion of the Almighty. And there came
«« out of the manfion a moft lovely female,
-« clothed in the brighteft luftre of heaven,
¢ and a crown on her head. She was accom-
¢ panied by three angels, one on her right
¢ hand, and one on her left, the third walked
¢ befide her, and pointed to the cmwd whn' :
- 'ﬁood in the fplendld colours.
¢ Ina minute the hcavens were clofed, and
“ again opened as formerly, but the woman
¢ .and angels were not to be feen: but our
¢ blefled Saviour came out of the manfion,
<« followed by a long train of attendants, and
¢ he defcended through all the fplendor I have
¢ défcribed. The Lord and his attendants all
¢« looked fmiIingly upon me. They were
¢ drefled in white, and wherever they went
¢ was a clear white. When he ‘approached
““ me near enough, that I could touch" his
“ foot, T was frightened, and awoke. "It was

% “tHen -
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e« then half paft four o’clock; I arofe, and
«« confidered that my prefent life was not to
¢« 'be compared with {uch joys.”

Somewhat analogous to this cafe is that of
the Rev. Joun Mason, aclergyman of Water-
Stratford, near Buckingham. This pious man
evinced a very found judgment on every fub-
jeé& but one, and that one was of fuch a nature -
as to make him be juftly ranked in the clafs of
celebrated vifionaries. 'He was perfectly per-
fuaded, in his own mind, that he was the Elias
who was deftined to announce the coming of
Jefus, who was to begin the Millennium at
Water-Stratford. |

<« Masox was obferved to {peak ratioﬁally
« on every fubjet that had no relation to his
« wild notions of religion. He died in 1695,
-« {oon after he fancied he had feen his Sa-
-« viour, fully convinced of the reality of the
¢ vifion, and of his own divine miffion.””
Granger’s Biographical Hiflory of England, Vol.
IV. p. 207.

It
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It is by no means’ eafy to difcover the Cir-
cumftances which firft give rife to the peculiar
imaginary objeds in the reality of which fuch
men believe.  In other cafes, however, it Is
evident enough, BENVED}UTO. Cirini, whofe
pname is well known to every man of tafte,
was endowed with an uncommonly vivid
imagination, as appears con{picuous in various
parts of the life he has writtén of himfelf,
Another predominant feature in his character
‘was vanity ; and to the powerful influence of
thefe two caufes I am inclined to believe that
fingular illufion was owing, which affected
him, and which caufed him to believe that he
was furrounded by a fort of glory,

¢« This refplendent light,”- he fays, ¢ is to

“ be feen over my thadow, till two o’clock in
‘¢ the afternoon, and it appears to the greateft
¢« advantage when the grafs' 1s moift with dew;
¢ it is likewife vifible in the evening, at fun-
¢« fet, This phenomenon I took notice of
* when I was at Paris, becaufe the air is ex-
¢« ceedingly clear in that climate, fo that I
*¢ could diftinguifh it there much plainer than

L1 1{1
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< in Italy, where the moifts are much more
¢ frequent; but I can fee it there, and fhew
e it to others, though not to fo much advan-
“ tage as in France.”

It muft be evident that when fuch an aber-
ration of mind as I have defcribed once pre-
~ vails, the perfon is at all times apt to overftep
the boundary of reafon, not only on every
fubjec conneéted with the prevailing notion,
but alfo from the influence which the paffions,
when accidentaly excited, muft have on his
conduct. Many of the murders and als of
fuicide which religious enthufiafts commit, are
fo many proofs of the truth of this pofition, |
That murder often {prings from this principle,
the aflaffination of Hexry IV. of France, the
maffacre of the Hugonots, and the many vic-
tims which fell a facrifice to the religious frenzy
of Mary, of England, fufficiently confirm.

Religious enthufiafm gives birth to two ir-
refiftible defires, both of which generally ter-
minate in fuicide : the one a deep melancholy,
the other a very ftrong defire of eternal hap-

' pinefs.
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'_pinefs. * The firft is, unfortunately, a i.rerg'
common cafe in this country, efpecially among
the lower orders of Methodifts. The pain
which accompanies this melancholy becomes
ini'npponable a ftate of defpair follows, and
fhe defire of relief which arifes ‘as a natural
cunfequence leads to the completion. of the
crime. ~ Of this, more will be faid in the
chapter on Grief. '

In the other -r:afé, there is no defpair’,_ the
perfon has an anxious longing fora happinefs
which he believes he is deftined to enjoy as -
foon as he departs from this world; he cannot
brook the delay, and therefore yields to:the
urgency of the internal impulfe.

Religious enthufiafrh has a third termina-
tion which is in abfolute frenzy, and in which-

~ the perfon, like all lunatics, yields to the paf-
fions which are accidentally excited in his
mind. The following cafe offers an aweful
warning to thofe who are entrufted with the
education of youth, how theyallow their ima-
ginations to be exalted .by"fubj ects which. are

altogether
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altogether beyond the reach of human under-
ftanding. It fhews the neceflity of confining
men of a warm fancy to fuch ftudies as give
exercife to reafon, rather than to wild and ex-
travagant fpeculation. Thé cafe is extracted
from Vol. VII. of the Pfychological Maga-
zine, and is written by Profeffor Gruner, of
the univerfity of Jena, a gentleman diftin-
gui{h;:d for his learning, and the excellence of
his numerous writings.  The profeflor fays,
that the facts which are related by him, are
taken partly from his own peérfonal knowledge

of the culprit, and partl}r fmm the reglﬁ:er of
the court of _]ui’uce.

s Amohg the ftudents of ‘theology at' the -
< univerfity of Leipfic, there was one of the
“ nameof Rav. ~ His ftudies were chiefly di-
¢ rected to the Revelations of St. John, in the
“reading of which he took much delight.
¢« He did not at firft choofe to venture -alone
in this labyrinth of holy: myftery, and he,
e unfortunately, felected as his guides, two'
- ° celebrated enthufiafts,  Bexcrr and CRU- '
“ zrus were his torch-bearers, | |

L4

¢ When
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« When his imagination became heated by
« the fublime pictures which were prefented
<« to his mind, he began to try if he himfelf
¢ could not develope the vifions of the holy
¢¢ faint. He thought himfelf happy in his
 « firft attempts, and his imagination being
¢ once on fire, he could not difcover that his
-« explanations were gratuitous and unfound-
« ed. He arrogated to himfelf the praife of '
" ¢ uncommon penetration ; and at laft he be-
«¢ lieved himfelf to be infpired. = The natural
. ¢ confequence was, that he could not endure
¢ thofé who differed from him in o-pinion; he
“ neglected the common duties of his fitua-
“ tion, and became paffionate and morofe.
« He thought himfelf fupeﬁor to the reft of
¢« mankind, becaufe the treafures he had found
“ in the facred writings feemed to be con-
« cealed from all but himfelf. It was not,
-« therefore, to the natural powers of .hi_s ¢
- ¢ underftanding, he imagined, to which he
¢ was indebted for thefe lights, but fome fu-
¢« pernatural gift with which he was endowed.
«« Every one knows, however, that it is the
¢ duty of him who is preternaturally enlight-
«« ened,
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« ened, to difperfe the rays of his wifdom as

¢« wide as poffible. No fooner did he find the

« divine call within him, than he preached his

¢ opinions openly. The laft fermon he ever

* delivered ended with thefe remarkable

<« words :* ¢ ‘He who believes not in witches,
¢ does not believe in the devil ; he who be-

¢ lieves not in the devil, does not believe in

« God ; he who believes not in God fhall be

¢ damned.” Upon this the magiftrates of
« the town wifhed to confine him in fome

« place of fafety, but at the entreaties of his

‘¢ father, he was permitted to remain under
« his cuftody. |

«« Rau began to be athamed of whathe had
¢ done, and refufed to go out of the houfe.
«« He at laft appeared, however, to grow bet-
« ter, and was prevailed upon to take fhort
« walks; and he expréifed to fome friends
«« who vifited him, a firong defire of being
¢ reftored to his wonted powers of mind, in
« order that he might recommence his ftu-
¢ dies,

13 Oﬂ
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« On the 4th of Auguft, 1779, being the
ec day after his friends vifired him,: the neigh-
.e¢ bours were much,.alarmed on hearing Rav
<< gbufe his father. .Upnn-__knqcki_ng; at the
~«¢ door, he opened' it, and allowed them to
-« come in ; the father lay on the floor, welter-
“« ing in his blood, murdered. by his fon,. who
“¢¢ had ftabbed him in fifteen different places,
-<c and had cut his throat. Rauv walked back-
-« wards and forwards to the window, agitated
< alternately by contrition, the confcioufnefs
«¢ of his crime, and ebullitions of infanity. At _
e<_one moment he accufed himfelf of having
¢« committed fo horrible and uppqrdbnable 2n
¢« offence: at another, he denied his having

« murdered his father, faying it was an old
« Jew, and a Turk, whom he had killed.

<« Upon being afked in the court of juftice
¢ what his name was, he anfwered, that he
-« believed he had never been baptized, neither
< did he confider the man whom he had killed
« as his true father, becaufe he did not re-
¢ femble him. Before he went out ,df.thc
¢ court, he faid_,'t‘hat he formerly had ftudied
F “ the
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<¢ the Revelations of St. John, but that now
<< he had nothing to do with them ; yet he
< never fhewed any marks of contrition while
¢ in prifon, nordid he utter any of his former
¢ opinjons,

* His condu@ was outrageous, and exhi-
¢ bited pridé_ and E:bntempt for all mankind.
¢ During a violent ftorm he broke -out into
< the following e:iclama.ti!pn: ¢ The wild
¢ prince is coming, I know the fellow well,

- < for I have heard him often.’

This is not a very commion cafe, but it is
by no means uncommon for. people whofe
Amagination has been exalted by fuch obje&s
of ftudy as give little or no exercife to judg-
.ment, to cunceivg-_'fucha firm convidtion ‘in
the reality of their thoughts, as to caufe them
to be jufdy_* confidered as delirious people.

~Tissor relates the following cafes: ¢ Jai
“ vu une femme qui avoit paru trés fenfée
“ julques al’age de vingt-cing ans, qui s’étant
“ par malheur attachéea la fecte de Hernbuttes
ou
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« ou Moraves, s’enflamma, fe pénétra teliea
e« ment de I’amour de Jéfus Chrift quelle ap-
« pelloit fon agneau, qu’elle ne put plus s’oc.
« cuper que de cette feul idée, et fans autre
«¢ caufe, devint imbecille dans-P’efpace de
¢« quelque mois; elle ne conferva d’autre fou-
« venir que celui de fon ami. Je la vis pref
<« que tous les jours pendant fix mois, et dans
« toutes les vifites que je lui fis, je mobtins.
¢ pour réponfe & mes queftions que ces feuls
¢« paroles, mon doux agnean qu’elle répéroit de
¢« demi heure en demi heure, les yeux baiffés.
« Elle vecut ainfi pendant fix mois, et mourut
<« enfuite de deperiffiement. Mais fans aller
¢ chercher des examples plus loin, nous avons
« vu etudier dans cette academie, il n’y ce
< pas long-tems, un jeune homme de merite
‘« qui s'erant mis dans la téte de decouvrir la
<« quadrature du circle, eft mort fou a I'horf:I_
¢ Dieu a Paris.””

The cafes of delirium which have been pro-

- duced by intenfe application to fuch fubjecs
--of.ﬂud}r as give an cxtraordinafy degree of
force to 1magination, are {o numerous, that

this
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this chapter might be eafily fwelled to rgore
than twice its extent by an enumeration of the
principal ones. But thofe which have been
brought forward are furely quite fufficient to
prove the melancholy truth of the hypotheﬁs
laid down, that reprefentations of the mind,
when frequentl}' renewed by acts of imagina-
non, at laft acquire a degree of vividnefs
which furpaﬂés thofe derived from external
objects ;. and. as the principal quality of a
mental perception; or -rEprﬂfenEatiﬂn, ﬁfh’-ich/
makes us believe in the reality of the object,
or objects which it reprefents, is the clearnefs
of its parts, it is not wonderful that men of
genius, who often confine their attention to
one branch of ftudy, fhould be more expofed
to fuc‘h illufions than any other clafs of pr:bple.

Before thefe kind of deliria occur, the bodily

health of the perfon generally fuffers, and this
dxfordered ftate of health is very fimilar to that

which arifes from a fﬁdentary life, and from

the effects of grief, whlch will be defcrlbed
hereafter.

Vol T F CHAP
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CHAPTER VIIL.

ON VOLITION, AND ITS DISEASES-

D ﬂmé?zafz 10 be obferved éf!'z;e:em the 1d€di’ wb;cb
excite bodily aftion, and a‘bqfe wbz:b z‘ermma!e .
“in fome mental operation. Motives qf &'zan,
& what they ave ; claffification of them. -Superi-
ority, of motives of ation, and their fenforial
" amprelffions over phyfical flimuli producing pain.
How far a perfon may be faid to be a free agent:
How one idea produces a complex bodily aliion.
How ﬁé:em! motives of voluntary allion operaie
efficacionfly at one and the fame. time,, and how
one train of thought only can be prefent fo the
snind.  The difeafes of -vaiz:mz Hefitation and
" futtering acconnted Jor and traced fo their
origin.  What circumflances are maﬂmy in
" order that 4 motive of aétion Jhould produce its
© full “corporeal effeét ; and whai bappens tbbemi
e ‘fb@fe are deficient. . qufi z!!z_n:ﬂ‘mfzw of the
“warions axioms laid dmn. :

TI—IERE are certain ideas which merely €X-
Cltf.: famc one or feveral of the mens:al facul-
I].ES
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ﬁeﬁ into action, and pmduce little or no effect
on the body ; there are others peculiarly ficted
to excite the principle called the will, and by
fo doing occafion the movement of .feveral
- parts of our cnrpnrcai frame. Thefe laft ideas
are mmmonly called motives of a&tion, by phi-
lofophical writers, * What are thefe. motives ?
In what refpe&t do they differ from thofe
which only give exercife to the faculties of the
mind, fuch as memar)r, Imagmanen, or _;udg— "
ment ? 5 g ylworisn Stom eshin

~‘The term motive of -action ‘is to be ¢onfi-
dered as a generic one, comprehending various
fpecies; for, although all ideas which are: fo
called may be reduced under one clafs; in re=
gard'to their general effe@, that is, . inafmuch
“as they all are ftimuli; ‘which excite ‘the will,
yet they d}.ﬁ'er from' each other in man}r par-
ticulagsnois s lons HEHRDB01

Obfervation teaches us that the WIH 1S €X=
cited

Fo ‘1ﬁ.
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1ft. ‘By corporeal fenfations of pleafure and
© pain. ' | :

- 2dly. By the paffions.

~3dly. By certain judgments, or conclu-
.-~ fions, which arife from the campari_ngi of
thoughts,

When we obferve the two laft claffes of
' caufes more narrowly, and refle on their na.
ture, we find reafon to believe that the pecu-
liar ideas of the paffions and judgments which
excite volition, all a¢t upon the principle of
pleafure or pain, that is, they are either agree-
able or difagreeable, . -occafioning deﬁnes or
averfions; for in fac it is always fome caufe
of defire or averfion which makes us }cum-_mit
a voluntary act. A complete proof of this
pofition cannot arife but by analyzing- human
action in general, and tracing it to its fource,
As this is attempted in the next chapter, it
may either be read at prefent, or the conclufion
muft, for the prefent moment be acceded to.

: One

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. Il - page 69 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=69

AND ITS DISEASES. 69

One would imagine that if the mind and
brain were one and the fame thing, as Dr.
PriesTLEY, and fome others fuppofe, it would
then follow that many phyfical caufes of pain
would overcome the agency of any thought,
inafmuch as bodily pain confifts in a forcible
diforganization of the elongations of the fub-
ftance of the brain itfelf; for this is an effect
we cannot fuppofe an idea’ capable of pro-
ducing.

It is well known, however, that the ideas
which conftitute our defires and averfions,
often overcome the moft cruel tortures which
can be inflicted on the body. A furgeon is
often ‘under the neceflity of feparating from
the body of a tender female, the moft acutely
fenfible part of her whole frame; many

~ confiderable nerves are divided, ftretched,
and often comprefled, yet a thought pre-
vents a fingle groan from being uttered,
Dr. Rosrrrson, in his Hiftory of America,
affures us that the trials which the candi-
dates for royalty, among feveral of the na-
tive'American tribes, {ubjeét themfelves to,
 confift
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confift in fuch tortures as a perfopi of this
country deems it almoft impoffible for the
‘human body to fuftain; they are l:;lgaten until
they are disfigured ; they are -ﬁ-ung,! and bitten

~ with poifonous infects, and expofed to fuffo-
cating vapours, till they are almﬁf‘c dead.
Some of them actually die during the trial ;
but, if they utter a groan, they are judged to
be unworthy of the command of -a-great and -
brave people.

- The conclufion to be drawn from thefe facs

~ is, that the fenforial impreflion which thought -
occafions, is often a more powerful fimulus
to volition than the fenforial impreflion; which

“arifes from the laceration of the nerves; but
the queftion 1is; what is the nature of this
power which produces ‘this fenforial impref-
fion. We fay it'is a ffronger one than the ex- |
ternal agent; our notion of greater or lefs
{trength is derived from the agency of phyfi-
cal caufes ; and having no abfolute knowledge
of mind, or of the nature of thought, we are
apt to give way to-our aflociated ideas, and
believe that ftrength is the fame thing fncs

gard
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gard to mind, as in regard to body ; and that,
therefore, the mental caufes of voluntary ac-
tion are nothing elfe than mechanical caufes ;
but this is evidently a petitio primcipii, a mere
fuppofition, derived from our limited know-
ledge of the agency of bodies, and our total
Want of knowledge of the nature of mind, and
of its principles and faculties. We muft
remain, fatisfied with é.vowing total ignorance
in,'regar,d-to this matter, and at the fame time
guard ourfelves againft admitting any hafty
conclufions drawn from a limited analogy.
In many cafes, deliberation precedes volun-
tary action ; this gives rife to the idea that
they are often related to each other as caufe is
to effe&t. = The common - conviction of man-
kind is, that we have a power of choofing
between motives, or a liberty of alting, as it
has been -called. _Every perfon who is but
flightly acquainted 'with metaphyfics knows
that this doctrine has been contefted - with
‘much ingénuit—y*, and often with much unbe-
coming acrimony. +This is not the place to
recite the arguments which are brought for-
ward in fuppart of the' oppofite fides of the
queftion ;
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queftion ; and I fhall therefore fimply ftate
my own epinion in a very few words.

Every man may be faid to have liberty of
action, inafmuch as he has the power of reflect-
- ing, or delfiberating on the motives which in-
. cline him to'do any thing, _as' well as on thofe
* which difincline him to do fo. Thisoperation
of the mind, which is called choofing, is no-
ihing elfe than a fpecies of judgment, or the
act of comparing perceptions. The caufes
which excite us to choofe, are always fenfa-
tions of pleafure or pain, or elfe they are de-
fires or averfions ; for no man can have his
will excited by things which do not intereft
him. - The effetts of habit do not belong to
this inquiry. When once we have determined
1in favour of any one motive, or in other words,
have drawn a certain conclufion, ‘then this
thought ( thelconcluﬁon) by a fecret influence,
- which is unknown to us, becomes the exciting
caufc. of volition, and we a& accordingly. -
Every motive which producesa voluntary act,
may be faid, in a figurative fenfe to have been
the moft powerful of all the other motives
which-were confidered at the fame time, and fo

far
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far we may be faid to a& from a neceffary im-
pulfe, but as we have the power of rejecting -
feveral motives in making our choice, fo far
we may alfo be faid to have a free will. To
return to our inveftigation.

The ﬁrﬂ thing to be developed is this : how
complicated bodily actions arife from a fingle
perception. It is of no confequence what in-

ftance we felect for the fake of example.

When a perfon reads aloud , the preception of
the words immediately excites our utterance of
them. The pronunciation of a letter isa com-
plex bodily action, in which various mufcles of
different parts are excited to contra@ by a fingle
thought. When a perfon is about to pronounce
a letter, the firft thing he does is to, take a
quick infpiration, and then throwing the muf-
cles of the larynx and glotis into action, and at
the fame time forcing out the air which he
had infpired, he produces a found; this found,
according as it is interrupted or modified by
the motion of the tongue, and lips, and other
parts of the mouth, becomes the fign or ex-
preflion of the letter; thus, in pronuuﬁcing

: | the
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the letter 7, the found is interrupted by the
appl_jcétinu of the tip of the tongue to the
palate,-and in : pronouncing the letter », the
peculiar found is formed by the quick and re-
peated application of a greater portion of the
point of the tongue to a greater portion of the
palate, &c. Now as in thefe inftances a great
number of different muicles which obey the

- will, are thrown into action, it may be afked,
How the rﬂprﬁﬂentation of a fingle letter in the
mind is fufficient to produce fuch a complica.-
ted bodily effect ?* Is it reafonable to fuppofe
‘that a fingle perception fhould produce feveral
{enforial - iﬁ]preﬂions, eachr of which is con-
veyed to different mufcles which are thrown
into action. ok

In order to throw fome light on this intri-
cate queftion, I would obferve, that although
in adults a number of complicated bodily ac-
tions feem to arife immediately from one per-
ception only, yet, in childhood, when thefe
actions were firft attempted to be performed,

- each particular act required a diftin& effort of
volition.

It
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It is impoffible for us to bring back to our
recolleétion the confcioufnefs of what paffed
in our minds when we ﬁrﬂ'-be-gan to imirate
the founds of our parents and nurfes; but if
any one, endowed with a common degree of
obfervation, will pay attention to the efforts
which a child makes when learning to pro-
nounce a letter which requires a complicated
action of the organs of fpeech, he will be, in
a great degree, convinced of the truth of the
above affertion ; or, what will probably bring
more convicion to his mind, will be to at-
tempt to perform any complicated bodily act
which is new to himfelf. Thus, when a per-
fon firft begins to play the violin, it requires
a diftinét effort of attention to hold it ina
proper pofition ; another to place the fingers,
another to draw the bow, another to pre{rent
the bow from {liding to the fingers, or {lip-
ping over the bridge. This has béen often
taken notice of ; the conclufion to be deduced
from it is, thatin all fuch cafes there is fome
peculiar procefs interpofed between the ori-
ginal mental perception, giving rife to the
voluntary act, and the action on the brain, by
i which
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which the mufﬁleé are m_ade to move. Tr
wrou[d appear as if volition ated by peculiar
impulfes, and prevented the mental percep-
tion from immediately terminating in a corref-
ponding fenforial impreffion, as the percep-
‘tions of recollection and imagination do.
When we recall to our mind any of cur friends,
the perception feems immediately to renew in
our eyes the figure of the perfon ; that is, the
Aenforial impreflion, correfponding to the
perception, is, by alaw of nature, tran{mitted
along the nerves through which the impreffion
‘was firft received. The perceptions, however,
which are to excite voluntary action, do not
feem to operate in this way, but through the
intervention of that principle of the mind,
which we call the wi//, and which acts by pe-
culiar impulfes of its own upon the brain, or
nervous. fluid. It may be faid, with juftice,
that thefe impulfes are fo many diftinét ftimuli,
the impreffions of each of which, when con-
veyed by the nerves to the various mufcles,
necefiarily throw them into a&tion.

A perfon

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. Il - page 77 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=77

AND ITS DISEASES. i

A perfon is always confcious of each of
thefe diftinct efforts, or impulfes of the will,
when he performs any new and unaccuftomed
combination of voluntary a&ion; as when a
perfon begins to play on any mufical inftru-

-ment, or to pronounce the words of a language
which he is learning, for the firft time.

- Afterwards, when by frequent repetition, a
kind of union or principle of concatenation
has been eftablifhed between all the motions
which are neceffary for the completion of the
act, we become lefs and lefs confcious of the

_ efforts employed, until at laft the whole chain
of bodily action feems to flow, as it were, from
the firft perception. Thefe obfervations ap;
ply to all voluntary adts whatever ; confciouf-
nefs and attention at firft accompany every -
new effort of volition ; thefe are gradually di-
minifhed in proportion as the bodily a&ions
are repeated, and at laft they feem unneceflary
to their prodution. 124

‘When once we have acquired this degree of

facility in performing any affemblage of bodily
| actions,
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attions, the mind is then opén to a new train
of thoughts, -or even motives of action, to
which it could not have attended before ; thus-
thofe who play with eafe on the piano forte, or.
fome other mufical inftruments, can play and
fpﬂak at ‘the fame time ; - but:in order to do: .
this they muft be well _at;quai_nlicd' with the
piece of mufic they perform, and the fubject
of their converfation mﬁ[’c not be fuchas to
require any great effort of attention; for in
this'cafe either the mental a,&mn -or the cor~
poreal one ceafes.

- Between the ideas which:  excite bodil_y;.ﬁc-:-
tion, and thofe which give exercife to the
mental faculties alone, there feems to be this
eflential difference, that feveral diftin& feries
- of the former may go forward at one and the
- fame time, each producing its peculiar bodily -
movements, without in any way obftructing
each other ; whereas it appears that we cannot
admit of more than one fubject of thought at
a time. A perfon may be impelled by one
train of ideas to walk, by another to perform
certain operations with his hands, ande’y a
: third
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third to fpeak; and all thefe a&s, each arifing
- from an impulfe of this mental principle cailed
volition, fhall go on at the fame time without
impeding each other; but no man can enter-
tain two f{ubjedts which excite memory, or
imagination; or judgment, at one and the fame
moment of time. :
©5 It was neceffary to fiate thefe facts in order
to _e:kpla.in the nature of certain very curious
difeafes, which arife from an irregular action
of this principle. T bl h e o - e b
.. When two . different {hades of the fame
thought arife:in quick fﬁccf;ﬂion, eachof which
neceflarily has a tendency to affect the fame fet
@f- nerves, the -_inHuen_ce of the one is partially de-
firoyed by that ;;f-thf: other,- and an incomplete
bodily action takes plaée. If a fudden thought '
makes a perfon'whoiis in the middle of a {peech
imagin.é' that there is a better expreilion for
his thbu'ghi;s"than that which heris about to
employ, the a&ion is immediately interrupted;
and he either flops, or -ftammers. ~When
| this
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this complaint is flight, it is called befitation,
when great, fammering.

- Every perfon is more or lefs expofed to the
firft of thefe affections. It may arife from va-
rious claffes of ideas, but moft commonly it
is the offspring of doubt. Doubt often arifes
from great timidity ; and where this feeling
is' ft"mng, “and natural to the conftitution of
fome people, hefitation becomes a very early
habit, In other cafes it arifes from accidental
“circumftances. There is one caufe which pro-
duces it accidentally in many yourfg people,
which cannot be too much reprobated: I mean
the injudicious feverity of fomé parents and
teachers.. The fear of pain, and the fear of
offending, and the fear of being found in' fault;
are often predominating features in the chaz
radters of young people, and moft cﬁmm{ml}i‘f

- in thofe who are endowed with what is figu-
ratively called great fenfibility of mind. Tf
fuch a youth, while he is repeating his tafk,
be regarded with a look, eor threatened, as if
it were expected he would fail, he cammnnl}r-
does fo from mere apprehenfion, and this

being
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being often repeated he acquires the habit of
hefitating. -Such a defe@, although it be a
real evil, is feldom confidered as a diféﬂfé_';
and, unfortunately, few parents are fuffici-
'e'ntl}f attentive to their children at the early
periods of life to obferve its approach. Many
others have it not in their pn’wef to do fo,
owing to their children being feparated from
them, and fhut up in feminaries, where the
feeds of many other mental diforders are fown.

The origin of the diftreffing habit called
ftammering, genemi]y occurs alfo in early life.
‘1t arifes either from a fi:.necit"s of doubt, or elfe
from imitation, for it is in no cafe to be corn-
fidered as natural to any conftitution,

A very fingular phénqmenoﬁ concerning this
impediment in fpeech is, that the hefitation is
generally confined to the pronunciation of a
few letters, and this is the caufe why its effects
are always heard and feen ; for if it concerned
‘whole words, a total ftop would be put to fpeech.
The perfon begins a concatenated chain of ac-
tions, or, to fpeak in plaiﬁ language, he E'egiﬁs.

Cto pronounce the words which correfpond to the

Vor. 1L G ' - thoughts

—

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. Il - page 82 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=82

85  ON VOLITION,
ih'éughi:s"that_-a:é prefent in his mind, he ar-
rives at one of the letters alluded to, and im-
mediately a doubt arifes in his mind how it
is to be pronou nced. I amat prefent {peaking
of theo orlgm of the complaint—he then begins
to pronounce ina different way, ‘and the doubt
‘again arifes ; he then returns back to the laft
pronounccd fyﬂable of the word, and repeats
it, but upon coming to the letter, the doubt
‘again arifes, and gives a different direction to
the fenforial impreffion, and he again attempts
"~ to{peak another letter. He cannot ftop, for he

is in the middle of a word, the pronunciation
-. of which he has been accuftomed to conclude,
and he therefore continues to ftruggle with i,
till at laft, owing to fome accidental caufes,
which it is not eafy to difcover, he accom-
plithes its proper utterance.

F . 1

Volition, now and then, fails to produce
its full corporeal effe®t, from various difeafed
ftates of the brain, or nerves, or from the

influence of fome: powerful fenforial impref-
fion, counteraéting thofe of volition. In palfy,

_and in the night-mare, 2 perfon is confcious
that he makes efforts of volition to moye cer-

tain
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tain parts of his frame, and yet cannot fucceed,
for the corporeal caufes which produce thefe
di_f_'cafeé_, prc_:_vént_ the impulfe from being con-
veyed to the p:&rté intended to be moved, and
confequently they cannot be ftimulated into
action by that principle.

In order that a motive of é&ioﬁ fhall pro=
duce its corporeal effect ‘with due force and
ceieruy, it is neceflary that the nervous fluid
be fecreted in due quantity. If this is not the
cafe, _thc_;mpreiﬁons which are made by the
| ,l action of this p_:iﬁéip1¢ are too much weakened
before they ‘reach the mufcular parts, and
_ henceafeeble motion nnly occurs. This is
i ’the reafon of that diftreffing md’olence which
many people who have Tong laboured un-
der . ftomachic complaints, or other dlfeafed
_wfcera or women afflicted with h}rﬁena fre-
_'quently are {ubject to.  Such people are con- |
ftantly. ag1tated between the defire of accom-
phﬂung many duties which they are confcmus
they ought to p;rform, ‘and the painful bodily
- languor which opprefles them. The__lnf:i'vuus
.G 2 = - fuid
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fluid being fecreted in fmall quantity, the fen-
{ation of fatigue is foon induced, and the body

therefore does not eafily obey the dictates of'
the will. ' ;

All motives of ation which arife immedi-
ately from external agents, act in general
- more powerfully than reflex thoughts or ideas,
' which are merely recalled to the mind. This
does not require any illuftration.

The longer any external obje& which yields

~ a motive of action acts upon us, the more for-
cibly, and the more eafily does it produce its
effeGts. Thereisa very remarkable cafe nar-
rated by the learned Dr. Herz, in Vol, VIII.
of the Pfychological Magazine, which may be
confidered as an illuftration of this pofition.

« In Auguft, 1785,” fays the Do&or, < 1

« was called to an officer of the artillery, a
““ man about’ forty years old, who, as I was
« informed, was feized with a palfy in confe-
- ¢ quence of cold, and violent anger. His

‘¢ tongue, hands, and feet, were lamed by the
¢ attack.

&¢ Hc
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¢ He was under the care of one of our firft
=« phyficans, at whofe defire I was confulted
*¢_concerning the propriety of applying elec-
« tricity. From the time that this remedy was
*¢ firft employed, until the following year, I
« never faw him ; but he then {ent for me
¢ again, as his own phyfician, he faid, had
<¢ deferted him.

«« I found him fo muthlreco?erétll.' ._s;.s' to
¢ have the complete ufe of his feét.; his hands
< alfo were ftronger; but in regard to his
¢ {peech, the following very remarkable cir-
“ cumftance was to be obferved. He was
« able to articulate diftinétly any words which
« either occurred to him fpuntanebuﬂ}r, or
“ when they were flowly and loudly repeated
“ to him. He ftrenuoufly exerted himfelf to
¢ {peak, but an unintelligible kind of mur-

- ¢ mur was all that could be heard. The ef-
¢ fort he made was violent, and terminated in
¢ a deep figh.

« On the other hand, he could read aloud ~°

¢ with facility, If a book, or any written
' : <« paper,

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. Il - page 86 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=86

86 '~ ON VOLITION,

or paper was h{ﬂd before his eyes, he read fo
« quick and dlﬁm&ly, that it was Impoﬁible
« to obferve that there was the ﬂlghteﬂ' faule
«_inhis organs of fpeech. But if the book or
s¢ paper were withdrawn, he was then totally
¢ incapable of pmnouncmg one of the words
¢¢ which he had read the inftant before. 1
¢ tried this experiment with him - repeatedly, .
¢ not oniy in the prefence of his wife, but of
¢ many ethcr_ people. The ﬂffe& was uni- -
¢« formly the {fame.”

D;'.-_ Hﬁkz, who juftly attﬁBﬁ;&s this ﬁngu-lif
: 'phenoiﬁénan to the fuperior ftrength, and to:
the lcmger duration of;mpre{ﬁons received by '
the eyes, mentions another cafe whlch fell un-
der his obf,ervatmn and which has a great
ﬁmliarity to the one alreadxr cited, A }ruung :
lady, who had falleninto a ftate o_f melancholy
in confequence of deep grief, ‘could not be
made to pronounce a word, either by means of
threats, or intreaties. But if a book was pre- -
i’enrcd to her, and fhe was requefted to read it,
~ dhe dld fo with the facility of a perfonin |
perfeét health., In fome cafes, the action of
the
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the will is totally checked by a difeafed ftate
of the brafn and nerves, as is the cafe in that
rare malady called catalepfy, of which the fol-
lowing is a very remarkable In[’cance. It is
cxtraétcd from the P_f}:c,bafogzmi Magazme Vol.

V. part 3, page I,

e A young lady, an attendant on the prin-
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cefs of , after having been confined to
her bed for a great length of timé, with a
violent nervous diforder, was at laft, to all
appearance, deprived of life. Her lips were.
quite pale, her face refembled the counte-

nance of a dead perfon, and her body grew
cold.

¢« She was rcrﬁmred from the room in
which fhe died, was laid in a coffin, and
the day of her funeral was fixed on. The
day arrived, and a_ck:ording to the cuftom
of the country, funeral fongs and hymns
were {ung before the door. Juft as the
people were about. to nail on the lid of
the coffin, a kind of perfpiration was ob-
ferved te appear on the furface of her body.
13 It

o 5
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£ It grew grcatcr every moment, and at laft
¢ a kind of convulfive motion was obferved
¢ in the hands and feet of the corpfe. A few
¢« minutes after, during which time freth figns
« of returning life appeared, fhe at once
¢ opened her eyes, and uttered a moft pitiable
ee ﬂi_rid«:,. Phyﬁcians' were quickly procured,
ec ﬁnd in the cﬁurfe of a few days fhe was con-
¢ fiderably reftored, and is probably ahve at

¢ this day.

- «¢ The defcription which fhe herfelf gave

« of her fituation is extremely remarkable,

_ ¢« and forms a curmus ‘and authentic addltmn
e o Pfychology. i

¢« She faid it feemed to her, as if in adream,

¢¢ that fhe was really dead ; yet {he was per-
¢« feltly confcious of all that happened around
« her in this dreadful ftate. She diftinély
¢ heard her friends {peaking and Iamenting
¢« her death at the fide of her coffin. - She
es felt them pull on the dead-clothes, and lay
¢ her in it. 'This feeling produced a mental
e anxiety which is indefériﬁahlc. She tried
GBS O
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“ to cry, but her foul was without power,
“_ and could mot act on her body. She had
“ the ' contradictory feeling as if fhe were
“in her own body, and yet not in it, at one
« and the fame time. It was equally impoffi-
*“ ble for her to ftretch out her arm, or to
¢ open her eyes, as to cry, although fhe con-
“ tinually endeavoured to do fo. - The inter-
« nal anguith of her mind was, however, at
« its utmoft height when the funeral hymns
¢ began to be fung, and when the lid of the
¢« coffin was -about to be nailed on. The
«c thought that fhe was be buried alive was the
¢ firft one which gave altivity to her foul, and
£¢ caufed it to operate on her cerporeal frame.’’
The relation of the above fa& is faid, by
the gentleman who fent the account of it to
the editors of the Magazine, to have been ob-_
tained from the moft refpectable witneffes.
Independently of the refleCtions which muft
naturally arife in the mind of every intelligent
‘phyfician, from the fingularity of the cafe,
there is an aweful warning to be drawn from
it, which regards every perfon; I mean the
danger
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da;ﬂggr which arifes: from too early burials in
the' cafe of fudden, or unexpecied. death.
This is a circumftance which has been often
taken notice -of; and'.wh'i{:h';-c_:crtaihly- receives
additional intereft from fuch cafes as the one
which has been juft mentioned.

No other difeafes can, in my opinitn, be
- juftly deemed difeafes of volition. - This de-
elaration will probably excite furprife ar_r_lﬂng‘
- the admirers of -the Zoonbmia-_,, in which work
all the fpafmodic and convulfive ﬂifordﬂrs-,.afé '
conﬁdcred-by Dr. Darwin as efforts of voli=
tion, and are ranked among the difeafes of this
faculty. Fo me it appears that all the fpaf-
modic difeafes arife from phyfical ftimuli, ap-
plied either to the brain itfelf, or to diftant
parts of the nervous fyftem, as in the cafe of
worms, or acrid matters in the ftomach and
inteflines, tumours, wounds, fraQured bones,
&ec. ; and, that the nervous impreflion of thefe
ftimuli, fo far from exciting the will, counter-
ads its efforts, and reprefles, as it were, its ac-
tion. The convulfions of epilepfy, and t.etanus.
for inftahee, are not, in my opinion, voluntary
: actions

P
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. altions excited for the purpofe of counteralt-
ing pleafufe or pain, as Dr. Darwin imagines,
but are involuntary acts of the external muf-
cles, produced by the tranfmiffion and irrita-
tion-of a powerful and unufual nervous im-
preflion ; and I therefore coincide with Sau-
vace, Vocer, Horrman, and Curien, ‘and
all former writers of i-épute, in confidering
thefe as difeafes which ought properly to be
called involuntary ones. It would require

- more time than what I deem at pi'eféﬂt con-
fiftent with the plan of this work, to place
Dr. Darwin’s hypothefis in a propef point
of view, and to thew the impropriety of his
claflification; perhaps this may be done at a
future time. |

= BOOK
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BOOK III.

ON THE
P 858 1T O N5,

CONSIDERED AS

CAUSES OF MENTAL DERANGEMENT,

"AND ON THEIR

MODIFICATIONS,

i AND
CORPOREAL EFFECTS.

Of all God’s works which do this world adorne,
There is no one more fair and excellent

Than is man’s boedy, bothe for poure and forme,
‘Whiles it is kept in fober government 3

But none than it more foule and indeéent,
Diftempered thro’ mifrule and paffions bace 3

It grows a monfter, and incontinent

Doth lofe its dignity and native grace.

Behold who lift both one and other in this place.

Faery Queen, Book I, Cantoix, § L
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CHAPTER 1.

ANALYsiS OF HUMAN ACTION, BEING AN
_INQUIRY INTO THE SOURCE OF
THE PASSIONS. : : =

In what circumflances “the objeZ of the phyfician
and pbyfiologif}, when z"?rgm'rfng into the nature
of 1he paffions, differs from that of the metaphy-
Sician and moralif.  Natural claffification of
all the involuntary as well as wvoluntary afions
of man. Al thefe aitions arife from pleafura- -
ble or painful feelings: ~Claffification of +the
parnful  feelings which urge us 1o the St

" clafs of voluntary attions. Enumeration of the
- pleafurable feelings which produce ‘the fame
effeit. Ennmeration of the painful and Pleafure-
able feelings which impel us-to the fecond and

- third claffes of. voluntary _aétions. - On the
“origin of defive’ and- averfion.  Definition.-of

- defire, and _of: averfion. Sem?zdary defives.
<~ What kind of defires and. a'zw:f 2ons conflitute paj-

f 2015. . ,.%ﬁ’?’f?zr:e. frf{wfffg animal de ¢fives - and
averfions, and paffions.  Upon what principles
do
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do ideas beget paffions 2 Digreffion CONCETning

mental pleafure and pain. General charafier of

thefe affeitions. The pleafurable and painfyl

feelings which arife from mental caufes are cor--
poreal feelings. They are felt al the precordia.

Why the beart is commonly confidered as the

agent of moral aétion. Claffification of the ideas

which create mental pleafure,  Claffification of
thofe which caufe mental pain.  Origin of the

motives of aftion. Difference between them and

the involuntary phyfical effeé?s of a paffion. Emo=

tions, what they are. Effefls which the paffions

produce on the body.  Effells which they pro- i
duce on the mind.

MAN is not a felf-active being whofe con-
duct depends intirely on impulfes which ori-
ginate within himfelf. He has, indeed, many
pleafurable, as well as painful feelings, which
impel him to commit various actions ; and in
refpect to thefe he may be faid to contain
within himfelf the fecret {prings of his own
conduct ; yet thefe are often exéited by exter-
nal caufes, and he is alfo under the influence
~of other external circumftances to which he
: ' either
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either fpontancoufly, or elfe is forced to yield
notwithftanding his efforts to the contrary.

That ne paffien can arife without previous
defire or averfion, and that no defire or aver-
fion can occur without a previous feeling of

_pleafure, or pain, are axioms the truth of
which will be"gr_ail-ted- as foon as they are {uffi-
ciently refle¢ted on.

- As alk human aétion may be faid to {pring
at firft from feelings of plealure or pain, and
as thefé depend on our organization, as well
as the agency of many external circumftances,
the plan which we muft purfue in our endea-
vours to difcover the fource of the paffions,
is evidently pointed out. The more immedi-
ate objects of our prefent exfﬁéncé muft be
conftantly held in view, and our internal ftruc-
ture and 'mconqrﬁy,bb}r which the wants of
animal life are to be obtained, muft be fully
underftood, and all the fources of painful and
pleafurable fenfations well known before we
can expeét to make a fuccefsful progrefs in’

Voii BE - L asdgEgoils, o i 4L gk

it

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. Il - page 96 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=96

B, | . ANALYSIS OF

fuch-an obfcure and intricate branch of {cien~
tific inquiry. :

It is, perhaps, owing to the very extenfive
knowledge of phyfical, as well as moral facts,
‘which is required in fuch an inveftigation, that
fo few fatisfattory treatifes have appeared on
the origin of the paffions, by thofe who have -
principally treated of them.

Moralifts and metaphyficians hayve written -
copioufly on the fubjeét, but they have con-
fined themfelves folely to the views of moral-
ifts'and metaphyficians, they have divided and
{ubdivided it, and made inquiries concerning
it, which are of no ufe whatever to a medi-
cal inquirer, except inafmuch as he himfelf

is concerned in the morals of the community
he lives in.

- The paffions are to be confidered, in 2 me-
dical point of view, asa part of our confti-
tution, which is to be examined with the eye
‘of anatural hiftorian, and the fpirit and im-
partiality of 2 philofopher. It is of no con-
S e g cern
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~Cern in this work whether paffions be efteemed -
natural or unnatural, or moral or immoral af-
fections. They are mere phenomena, the na~
tural caufes of which are to be inciuired into ;
they produce conftant effets on our corporeal
frame; and change the ftate of our health,
fometimes occafioning dreadful diftempers,
{fometimes freeing us from them; thefe facts
are to be carefully obferved, examined, and
enumerated. They produce beneficial and
injurious effects on the faculties of the mind,
fometimes exaltmg them, fometimes occafion-
ing temporary derangement, and permanent
ruin : the progrefs to thefe different ftates alfo
deferves ferious confideration. -

The followmg refearch, therefore, into thi s
‘interefting part of the animal cconomy, is
meant to be general, in regard to the various
c1rcumﬂ:ances which confpire to throw any
light on the orlgm of the paffions; but it
muft, from the nature of the prefent under-
taking, be principally confined to a phyfiolo-.
gical and medical point of view. Were I to en-
ter into 2 difcuffion of the moral effes of the
-paﬁ'tons, or of fome of the more abftract meta-

_ H 2 ~ phyfical
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phyfical que{hans whichare agltated cnncernmg
them, it would deftroy the connection whlch
theyhave with the preceding parts of this work.

Not only the involuntary, but alfo the vo-
luntary altions which almoft-all animals have
in common with each other, are directed to
one or other of the th g%&;ﬂmgmg objelts ; the
prefervation of thef wmtx'tﬁeﬁge,, the pro-

pagation of the cms ﬁaﬁi&& ﬁrefervatmn. !
of the young offsgri

_ extremely numerous;:
liar pr0pert1es and powers of varmus organs; -
fuch as the ation of the ftomach, and inteftines;
the action of  the lacteals, and lymphancs, or-
the abforbent fyftem ; the a&ion of the heart -
and arteries ; the action of the veflels which fe-
crete the groffer materials of our frame, {uch
as bony matter, mufcular flefh, fat, cellular
membrane, brain, nerves, membranes of va-
rious Kinds, ligaments, &c. and alfo thofe
which fecrete fluids to be abforbed, or to be
rejected, for inftance, the faliva, pancreatic

liquor,
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liquor, bile, and urine; an{i to thefe may be
added the action of the lungs, and the whole
{yftem of glands. - |

The involuntary actions which are necef-
fary to the propagation of the fpecies are the
action of the fptrmatic veflels, the peculiar
ation. in the teﬁlcies by which femen is
fecreted, and the partxcuiar action of the ova-

1ia; by Which the female rudlment Cif the fcf:l:us
is formed. oy s :

All the actions of the male parent which are
~conducive to the prefervation of the young off-
fpring, are voluntary ones, takmg the expref'..
fionina phyﬁuloglcal light ; butin the female
parent an mv.oluntary acion commences as
foon as the child is born, on the ¢ontinuance
and -.hqg_lth'y ftate of whi-ir:h, the life and well-
being of the infant, ina great meafure de-

pends : I allude to the fecretion of milk.

: : o ‘ 4 i
The ‘greater number of the involuntary
actions of man, as well as of other animals, -
is - carried on without any confcioufnefs of
what 1s going forward. The various parts are
endowed with a principle of action, called
25 i:rii;abi!ity,
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irrritability, which is independent of mind,
“and by which they are thrown into their natural
actions as long as the natural ftimuli are re-
gula:rly applied to them.

Although we have not any confcioufnefs of
- the involuntary actions themf{elves, {vhilc; they
continue in a ﬂ:atc of health, yetasthe ftimuli
‘which fupport them are all derived, direély or
iqdirc&ljr; from without us, and as thefe ftimuli
muft be procured by voluntary exertions, fo
we are urged to obtain them by very powerful
feclings. Thefe feelings conftitute the great-
fountain from which a vaft number not only
of ‘our defires and averfions, but alfo our paf=
~ fionsarife. They are of twokinds, being either
pleafurable, or painful ;; and it is a curious
circumftance in our ceconomy, that we are
generally urged not only by pleafure, but alfo
by pain, to fuch actions as are neceffary to the
accbmp]fﬂu‘tﬂcm of any of the three great ends -
already enumerated. Let us proceed to enu-
merate thefe feelings, which give birth to what
may properly be called primary defires, and
__pnint out the paffions which arife from them.
Bk )
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 In doing this the reader muft be fatisfied
with a mere detail, for it is impoffible to enter
into a complete hiftory of them, without in-
croaching too much on the general phyfiology !
of the human body. :

The feelings which give rife to the defires
which impel us to the performance of fuch
adtions as are neceffary for our own preferva-
tion, are of two kinds : they are either pain-
ful, or pleafurable.

The painful unes,'which are by far the moft
powerful, are '

- 1ft. The feeling of hunger,

2dly. The painful bodily anxiety which
arifes when our refpiration is impeded,
either by ‘mechanical means, or by a pri-
vation of good air,

3dly, The uncafy fenfation of extreme heat
or cold, '

4thly. The uneafy fenfation arifing from
the retention of various matters which

ought to be expelled the fyftem.
~ sthly,
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- sthly. The pain of confinement, or want
. of exermfc. |

6th1y The pain Df wearmefs and fat1gue.

7thl}r Thc pain of extcrnal m_;ury, or in-
ternal dlfeafe. | '_ *

By the ﬁr[t of thei’c a man is mlpeiled to ali
;he actions of -his life which have the fupply .
of food for an objet. . Thefe actions muft ne-
ceﬂ'&fily be various, according to 2 great.nu‘m;:
| ber of circumftances ; for althoughall men have _
the fame deﬁre arifing out of the fame bodily
feeling, yet the object is dlff'ercnt in different
countries, and the means of obtzumng it are
alfo various. The voluntary action, therefure
muft be modified by climate, by the various -
articles of diet which that climate ylelds by
the ‘perfon’s living in a favage ftate, orin fo-
" ciety, and by his being able tg obtain it mere
- eafily in qn_é way than anether. . Hence; the
various contrivances and practices of hunfing
among the Amencan, and African favages ; the
arts of fihing among the inhabitants of Groen..
iand the agncultural f’cat'e of the m1Id I—Im-

doos,

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 103 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=103

. HUMAN ACTION. 105,

dqﬁs, the various ;prufeiﬁuns, and means of
livelihood of men i:'i_civ-ilizcd fociety ; and the
robberies and depredations of the wandering
Arab. '

- The fecond kind of feeling neceffarily ex-
cites man to {elect a fituation in which he can
have a free fupply of ‘that element which he is

* ebliged to breathe. .

It caufes him to 'givé certain dimenﬁnns
and fnrms, to his habitation, and forces him
. to remoye many noxious bod:es from its nelgh-
bourhood. . The voluntary actions which
{pring from this defire muft, like thofe which
originate in the firft, be greatly ‘modified by
~docal circumftances, fuch as the hature of the
Chmate the materials whlch it yields,; &c._ ..
- The uneafy feeling which arifes from ex-
tremes of heat and cold, gives birth to the
neceflary arts and manufacures which {upply
mankind with cloathing, and Wwith -fhelter

agamﬁ the feverities of the winter’s cold, or
the fcorching heat of the {un._

The
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- The fourth kind of feeling excites defires,
the voluntary actions of which are very much
the fame in all men, and certainly require no -
comment. ' i

The fifth gives rife to defires which induce
us to take a due quantity of cxerCIfe, and to
ftrive againft conﬁncment.

The various arts and contrivances which
render fleep and reft more comfortable and
fecure, arife from the fixth.

The feventh gives birth to the arts and ac-
tions of felf-defence, and to thofe of avoid-
ing many phyfical caufes of injljr}f to which
we are conftantly expofed. It is the parent of
medicine and furgery.

The plcafurable ftimuli by which man, as
well as almoft all animals, are excited to the
{fame altions, are

1ft. The pleafures which the various articles
of food produce on the organs of taite.

2dly.

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 105 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=105

HUMAN ACT[UN. io7

adly. The plea.fure of breathing a pure at-
mofpherc. -

3dly. The pleafurable ff:elmg of the fkin
from moderate warmth.

4thly. The pleafure arifing from the being
relieved from matters which irritate when
confined and pent up.

sthly. The pleafure «arifing from various
exercifes. :

6thly. Relief from wearipefs and p-ain. :

The pain:ful corporeal feelings, by which -
;n-an, in common with other animals, is im-'
pelled to the propagation of the fpecies, arife

~ from the fullnefs and diftenfion of the {perma-
tic veflels, efpecially thofe which form the
epididemis. In the female fex jt feems to arife
from fome action in the ovaria. The pleafura-

- ble feelings which a& as additional motives for
the voluntary adions which arife out of this
defire, are the gratifications which are experi-
enced by the union of the fexes.

It
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It has been already obferved, that rnan does
~not feem to be urged by any corporeal feel.
ings to the prefervation of the offsprmg In
women, however, there isa very painful one
arifing from the diftenfion of  the breafts, in
the rehevmg themfelves from which they ex-
penence much pleafure. It is on this account
that the love which the motﬁ-&r_ has for the
young offspring is, in general, much greater -

than that of the male parent..

It is furely needlefs to obferve afrer what -
has been already faid, that all the actions of
the young animal {pring from the fame caufes.
A v;s:r'y flight examination of thefe muft 'ccinr
vince us of the truth of this aﬂ'ertmn “« Omne
<« ammal fimul atque natum fit, voluptatcm
¢ appetere, eaque gaudere ut fummo bono:
¢« dolorem afpernari ut fummum malum, et,
"'qu'antiam poﬂ'i-t,- a {e repellere.”” -Epicurus,
ap. Ciceron. de finibus, lib. 1. : | j

If one could {uppofe afomety of men fo
fitvated in this habitable world, that thefe va_
rious feelings could be eafily gratified, either

by
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by the pofleflion of what was pleafurable, or
the removal of what was painful, there ’wq_u_id
be reafon to conclude that human life would
-be uniformly ferene and pea;::eful, and free
from manyl paffions which arife from the im-
pediments which are placed in the way of our
natural wants. :

The law of this world, however, is, that
* man muft procure his food by t'he' {weat of his
brow. Obftacles have been placed between
him and the pbjeéts of his moft natural defires,
in order to urge him to the active employ-
ment of thofe facultics, on the perfection of
- which, our future happinefs, moft probably, de=
pends.  Many of thefe obftacles arife out of
the natural conftruction of the globe itfelf,
" many others are owing to the artificial confti-
tution -of the fociety in which we live; and
hence many new and p_owerftﬂ feelings which
agitate the human frame.

ON
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ON THE
ORIGIN axp NATURE or DESIRE,
Anp AVERSION ; '
AND ON THE

ORIGIN or PASSION.

“WHEN a perfon is deprived of food, of reff,
of exercife, of a companion’ of the oppofite
fex, or of any thing which is neceflary, either
for his own prefervation, or that of his young'
offspring, the painful, or uneafy fenfation that
accompanies fuch wants, brings into his mind,

~or to ufe the common expreflion, caufes him
to think of the objects by which fuch feelings
are to be relieved. He then defires to pofféfs
them, : ' ;

- We often forefee a number of impediments
which are plé.ced‘in the way of our defires,
and we are affected with a difagrecable feelfn-g‘.
in confequence of this forefight; to this we
give the name of averfion. '

That there cannot be any defire or averfion

without forefight, is an axiom which is laid
down
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down by many writers; an axiom; the truth
of which will become clearer the more clofely
we examine the paffions apart from each other; -
and which therefore will be elucidated in the
following chapters of this book.

In every defire we forefee an agreeable fome-
thing (the caufe of fome pleafurable fenfation,
~or mental perception, or both), ‘which by a
conftant and powerful effort of the mind we
endeavour to realize, '

In every fpecies of averfion we forefee a
difagreeable fomething (the caufe of fome pain-
ful fenfation, or mental perception, or both),

- which, by an effort of mind, we endeavour ta
avert from us, or, in other words, we E.i'idfa'—
vour to realize an oppofite fenfation. '

The effort of the mind employed in defire
and averfion, of which every perfon is con-
fcious, will be found, if narrowly examined, to
be a ftrong effort of attention, By it, the idea
of the thing defired is retained to the almoft
total exclufion of every other one, and by this
means the objects of our defires and averfions

; : often
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oftenacquire an_amazing_d.egrec of vividnels and
ftrength, confidering them as mental ftimuli,

- The bodily effcfls of our defires and aver-
fions are naturally produced by the clements
of which they are cbmpqﬂzd.' They arife in
the firft place from the objet forefeen, and in
the fecond place, from the exertion of atten-
tion employed. The corporeal effects which
the objec forefeen produces, are exactly fimilar
in kind to what the real obje would have
produccﬁ on our frame; the only differenceis
that t_h"ey are weaker in degree. '

When our animal defirés and averfions a_i'c-
oppofed, or not gratified, 'ﬁew déﬁ;eé and -
averfions arife, which are artended with pain-
ful and pleafurable feelings, that are totally
diftin& from thofe which gave birth to the
primary defire or averfion. The feelings which
éccompan}r thefe are felt about the prazcordia{,
and are, at times, ‘of fuch a powerful ﬁaturc.
‘as often to deftroy all the operations of cool
reafon, and to.throw the human frame into
the moft violent agitation and diforder. Thefe

ncw
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riew defires and averfions thus charadterized by
pleafurable or powerful feelingsat the prmcor-
dia are called paffions.

~ Animal defires and averfions are diftinguifh~
ed from paflions, in the firft place, by a differ-
ence in the feat of the corporeal feelings. The
feelings which accompany the former are only
felt in thofe parts of the body where the un-
eafly fenfation that gives rife to the defire ex-
ifts; the defire of food is artended with an.
uneafy fenfatmn in the ﬁomach called hunger 3
the defire of drink is attended with an uneafy.
{enfation in the mouth and threat, called
th'irf’c; the defire of repofe, with an univerfal
paiﬁ, or uneafinefs: throughout- the whole
_frame, called wearinefs;' but, however violent ;
thefe defires may be, they never produce the
peculiar feclings of any paffion. They may,
indeed, give birth to paffion, in an indire&
manner, and then the peculiar feelings at the
precordia are felt; if, for inftance, a perfon is
long deprived of food or drink, the circum-
ftance ma;;r excite the paffion called fear: or if
he is deprived of it by the violence of another
“"Vor. II. I perfon,
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perfon, it may excite the paffion of anger,
&c.; in all which cafes it is evident that the
‘mere animal deﬁrc operates in an indire®
manner,

- In the next place, all the defires and aver-
fions which are called paffions are diftinguifh-
ed from mere animal defires by the clearnefs
of the object forefeen, and by the objeét fore-
feen being both the one which gave rife to the
paffion, and alfo the one égainﬂ which, or to-
wards which, all the 'voluntar}r actions that
arife in the paffion are directed. A . perfon
who excites in us the paffions of anger, fear,
love, friendfhip, or charity, &¢c. is at once
the caufe and the obje& of our anger, fear,
love, friendthip, or charity; but the exciting
caufe of animal defire is always an obfcure
feeling, and quite diftin@& from the object

againft which, or towards which our will is
directed.

Before we proceed any further, let it be re-
marked that the word -emotion is often ufed,

~ mot only in converfanon, but alfo in philofo-

phical
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phical works, as an -equivalent expreflion fqr-
paffion. . At other times it is intended to de-

note the diforder which prevails in the mind;

and at others, the corporeal feelings about the
pracordia, which-are alfo often called feelings
of the heart.

It is well known that thé fame paflions may
arife from a mental caufe; as well as a corpo-
real one. Thus grief and anger may arife not

~ only from perfonal pain, but from i_deai pain.
Many paffions, indeed, arife folely from men-
tal caufes, as piety, charity, behevolence, &c.

Now a curious queftion occurs in confe-
quence of this Qbfer?atiﬂn : Upon what prin-
ciple do ideas ‘beget paffions? There is no
intr_i_nﬁcll qﬁglity in the word bonor, which
ought materially to _af‘ff:'& any one; yet we fee
that it fhall roufe a man to fuch a ftate of pal-
fion as to make him forgetful of one of the moft
powerful animal inﬂi'n&‘_s, that of {elf-prefer-
vation; and in the indulging of which paffion
he often forefees certain death,. = 7

12 R
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If paflions arife from abftract ideas, as well
as from the feelings which accompany animal = -
defires and averfions, there muft be 2 common
principle on.which they operate. - It is'worth
while to inveftigate this matter before we {peak

- of the general effects of the paffions..

ON
MENTAL PLEASURE axp PAIN,

AS ANOTHER GENERAL SOURCE OF PASSION.

IT has been eftablithed as an incontroverti-
ble truth, that a gréat in;iny_ of our pleafures
and pains.are by no -mc;_'a:ﬁs to be"conﬁdi-":red as

: the property of mind. It has been proired .
that they belong to our corporeal frame; .
that they take their origin in our nerves, and
.are felt in them alone ; and it has been added,
that the nervous feeling ought, in philofophi-
cal language, to be accurately diftinguifhed
from the confcioufnefs we have of fuch an af-
fection. ' e e S

Conmma
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Corporeal: pleafure, and:pain; always origi--
nate from phyfical caufes, a&ing immediately-
on the nerves ; fuch, for inftance, as the plea-
fure of gentle :Fi'i&io_n;_modﬁg}atet warmth, a
certain-degree of light, -variety, and .concord-
ance of found, and certain impreffions on the
organs of tafte, and fmell ;. _blows, cuts, :b_:urns,r_.
lacerations, and the pain from the corrofion-
of chemical agents, from the fharp-and acrid.
fanies of bad fores, &c.;: But: the pléafures:
and pains which are to be treated of at prefent,.
‘may be properly-faid: to -be ‘mental, inafmuch
as they do not arife from what are.commonly
confidered as phyfical-caufes, but from moral
or intellectual ones ; I mean ideas, - They are
either ideas which are forced upon us'by_ eX—
ternal objects, orby a trdin of affociated. ideas,
or they are the immediate production .of our,
own fancy, or of our tafte and 1earn1ng ;and at
other times, they are xdcas which are ;hc off-
I'prmg of the: fancy, ta&c zmd lea,rmng of others.

Thofe 1deas are plca{'urablc wh:ch l:he mind
loves, as.it were, to-dwell on, and whxch it

i iy ‘ac 1s.
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is anxious to retam for a certain Iength of
t.lm&- 5 : : -

Thofe ideas are painful which occafion the
fentiments of difguft, averfion, or diftrefs of
any kind. 'The profpe of attaining one’s
withes; the confideration of the advantages
which we expeft to derive from them, after
they ‘are ‘attained ; the train of ideas which

- {fucceed ‘each othei' in a lover’s mind, on re-
't:ewmg a kind letter from his miftrefs ; the
refle€tions which fucceed acts of benevolence,-
every gay infpiration of fancy, and every plea-
ﬁnt'.fpoft of imagination, are ci‘rc;i-mﬁﬁnces
which the mind dwells on with delight ; which
it quits with regret, and" which, if fuddeniy

 deprived of, it firives to recal. The profpe& -
of fome impending evﬂ! the difgippnintmen;
of a lorigiexpeéted wifh, the reflection arifing
from aéts of i_ngra.titude thewn towards us;
the confcioufnefs of our inability to rélievé'
the diftrefles of a.dear friend, or a perfon we
tenderly luvc, are fent;mcnts which occafion
the feelmgs called diftrefs, and from which we
are glad to be relieved.
; So
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So far are thefe pleafures and pains mental ;
but no farther; for the pleafurable and pain-
ful feelings which arife from mental caufes,
are not felt in the mind but in the body; they
undulate about the heart, and breaft, produ-
cing great and remarkable phyfical changes
there ; the influence of which is often extend-
ed throughout the vafcular and nervous parts.

of our whole frame.

In a moral fenfe, nothing can be purer, or
lefs fenfual than the approbation of a guiltlefs
confcience, the endearments of friendfhip, the .
pleafures arifing from the recital of all kind,
generous, noble, and benevolent ations ; and
the praife' of honeft men; butina philofop_hi;.
cal light, nBj ects muft be viewed ina different
manner from what they are ina moral one.

The internal gratifications, and uneafineffes,
which we call mental, are all felt about the
precordia ; and ftrictly fpeaking, therefore,
are fenfual, It-would appear that the fenfo-
rial impreflions, which all ideas belonging to
thefe caufes produce, are communicated by a
neceflary law of our ceconomy to thefe parts,

affecting
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affeding pértiéuiarly the heart, diaphragm, and
‘organs of refpiration, It is there that ‘the
Pleafuré or pain is experienced ; .nnthing can
" be a more convincing proof of this than the
common expreffions and actions of mankind
when under the influence of one or other of
thefe feelings. Ouxur beart, we fay, is rf!.‘i'e;at_éi '
from a load ; it is light ; it jumps for joy ; it is
oppreffed ; it is full ; it is veady to break ; it .
is touched with forrow ; and when a good actor
mearns to convey to an audience the feelings -
which fuch emotions produce, ‘it is not to his
head, the feat of miﬂd‘, that he applies  his
hands, but tohis cheft, which, if he be under
the influence of internal pleafure, he com=
preffés with both his hands, and with an €X-
préﬁ?&nﬁﬁf fatisfaGion; or, on the contrary,
if he be diftrefled, he beats it as if for the
anguifh it mgkes him f{uffer.
7" 'As the Héaf_t_is' fuppofed by the géﬂeriiity
of mankind to be feated where we experience
the feelings of mental pleafure‘and pain ; and
as thefe pleafures and pains ‘enter more or lefs
into the compofition of all our paffions, we
" fee

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 119 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=119

HUMAN ACTION, 121

fee the reafon of other remarkable’a@ions, and
modes of expreffion of men. :.That-”organ,"thé
heart, which ought rather to be confidered as
a great fufferer in our paffions, i's""cor_ﬁrnonly
regarded as the fotrce of moral a&ion. = Such
a man is {aid to have a good or bad heart ; and
when ‘certain favages mean‘to fatiate their re=
venge to the uatmoft, they are not content with
killing their adverfary, ‘but tear out the heart;
as the great obje& of their hatred; and gnaw
it; ‘ordrink its blood 5 a,nd if we were to judge,
from the nature of fome Englith oaths, a bar-
barian of - this country would do the fame
thing, did not his perfonal fears prevent him.

* The Tource of all thefe deeds, and expref-

fions, therefore, ‘evidently lies in" the corpo-

real fenfation, ‘communicated to the precors

ﬂla, and neighbouring parts, from the brain,

,m\ confequencr—: of the fenforial impreffions
made on it by the ideas; a circumftance cu-
rious in ‘itfelf, and which I hope juftifies the

d1greﬁiun which has been made.

The
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‘The ideas that are fitted to produce mental
fatisfaction, and uneafinefs, are {fo numerous,
and of fuch variety, that it is impoflible to
afecrta}n their number; and indeed there is an
obftacle independently of this, which renders
fuch an attempt impracticable; I mean, that
the fame fet of ideas feldom affect all mankind
alike; for the difpofitions of men in this re-
{pect are fo various, that fome are hardly roufed
from a flate of indifference, when others ex-
perience confiderable pleafure, or uneafinefs,

The caufe of this variety in the different
feelings which men have for intellectual plea-
fures, and pains, is a very curious fubjeét of
inquiry, and one well worth the attenrion of
philofophers; fince its {olution evidéntly leads
“to a difcovery of the caufes of that aftonifhing
difference in the taftes, fympathies, and cer-
tain purfuits which we obferve among them.

- In fome people it-evid_ent]y arifes from the
original conftitution of their nerves, including
the occult caufe of this energy, whatever that
may be. . :

A very

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 121 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=121

. HUMAN ACTION. 123

A very ftriking circumftance which relates
to this inquiry is, that people who are endowed
with much phyfical, or nervous i'enﬁblhty, _
are, for the moft part alfo, more powerfully

affe@ed by mental pleafures and pains, than
the phlegmatic race, whofe nerves are only
made to feel by means of firong imprefiions.

 Whether this difference which we obferve in
the corporeal fenfibility of men, arifes froma
difference in the ftruure of the nerves, or in
the fecretion of the nervous fluid, is a queftion
which cannot be decided for want of abfolute
proof, as has already been taken nuticr: of in
the chapter on Senfation. '

I proceed to the cunﬁdémt_ion of other
queftions intimately conneéted wirh the pre-
{ent fubjedt, but which from their *vefji ab.
ftract nature, and from bordermg too much on
fpeculative phllofophy, mu& be dlfm:ﬁed in
an unﬁmﬁled ﬁate.

- Upon taking a gcncralllllénd comprehenfive

view of all the ideas which create mental plea-
' {ure,
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fure, it appears that theyall bclong to the two
fullowmg claffes : '

c-

1ft. Such 1dcas as reprefent the plcai’ures of
the fenfes. bis esritasiy dninsm
" 2dly. Such objets and thoughts as arc ac-
tually conducive to our well-being and hap-
pinefs, or -thofe which are efteemed fuch by

HSs104) 35 L nagr e vaa diiant |

Mental pam on the cher hand ai‘ifes frnm

Iﬂf Such 1deasas reprcfcnt the pams of tht
bodv

_ 2dly. Such objects and thoughts as are ac-
tually def’trué"twe of our prace; and happlnefs,

Many of thf:ﬂ: cau{'es awaken defire, or
averﬁon, in a dlre& manner, l:hat 15 by im-
mediately prefenting to our minds the objects
of our defire or. averﬁnn whereas others do
I‘o in an 1nd1re& manner, that is, through the

medium
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medium of fome of the mental faculties.
Hence it follows that we have pleafures and
pains arifing from acs of memory, of imagi-
nation, and of judgment. Thefe will be ex-
amined afterwards, in the chapters on Joy and
Grief, - T

Having now traced the d;'igin of human
paflions, to-a few general principles; and hav.
ing pointed out the diftinction between them
and animal defire and averfion, we proceed to
take a view of their effeéts on the mind '#ﬁd
body, and to fhew which of them tends ‘to
produce mental diforder, and how they do
this.

GENERAL EFFECTS
OF THE

PASSIONS.

THE emotions of our mind which arife
from the deﬁr;, or averfion peculiar, to each
paffion, . generally terminate in a fpecies of

Judgment,
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judgment, which forms the motive of the voluns
tary actions that take place, and which actions
conftitute the moral effeéts of the paffion. The
emotions of the mind, on the other hand, or :
thoughts which arife in our mind from the
immediate perception, or forefight of the ob-
jec which caufes the paffion, produce fenfo.
rial impreffions which are fent, independently
‘of volition, to various parts of our frame, and

- throw them into more or lefs diforder. ~ Thefe
may" be faid to be the animal effects of the
paflion. A fingle inftance is fufficient to-elu-
cidate this pofition. ' '

Confider the actions of a Per[bn furprizéd by
fome object of terror. Suppofe, for inftance,
a traveller Coming {uddenly upon, and alarm-
ing an hungry and ferocious animal, fuch as
a tyger, or lion. The voluntary actions of this
perfon would be various, according to circum-
ftances, that is, they would be varied by his lo-
cal fituation, by the danger he forefees, and by
his avoiding or preventing it. If he were fuffi-
ciently armed he would probably put himfelf in

' ' a pofture
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2 pofture of defence; if not, he would ufe
ftratagem, or attempt to fly.

 Thefe determinations of his are fo many

judgments, in which the crowd of thoughts,

which at firft ruth into his mind, terminate.

They may or may not take place, according

to circumftances ; but whether they do or

not, the —animal, or involuntary effeds,
arifing from the fudden perception of the ob-
jedts of the paffion, are conftantly the fame,

provided the perfon confiders the objet as an

- object of terror. His heart is thrown into-
greater and morﬁ:violent'a&i{;ﬁn than ufual ;

but the arterial fyftem, fo far from corref

ponding with it in a general fenfe, is cither

rendered torpid at its extremities, or elfe is

affeCted with a fpafm., A fudden palenefs

{preads itfelf over his '-countenance, his lips

lofe the coral tint, and the whole body of the

man feems to thrink into a fmaller compafs ;

a tremor agitates.his whole frame, and he feels

as if he had fuffered a great diminution of

ftrength.  Such are a few of the effes of
fudden terror, and they are conftant and in-

voluntary,
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voluntary, and the only variety they fuffer is
in degrée, or duration. The caufes why they
vary in force and duration fhall be inquired
into afterwards. '

. Now as the effets of any particular paffion
on the organs of involuntary action differ in
degree only, it is evident that their exciting

~caufe alfo differs only in this refpe&t; and as
the effects of the paffion on the will are differ~
ent, not'only in different people, but in the.
fame perfon ﬁc‘cording as he is placed in differ-
ent circumftances, it appears evident that

~ paflion is a very complicated aﬁe&iqn. The

- corporeal effects of paffion arife from the fen~
{orial impreflions of the obje® forefeen, from
the pain or pleafure which excite volition,. |
from the ftraining of attention, and alfo from
the voluntary ads. :

Many of the pleafurable or painful fenfo-
rial impreffions are fent to the prar:cordia.-
Thefe, in common language, are generally
called emotions. When they are powerful,
they withdraw the attention of the perfon from

all.
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all objedts except thofe which are more imme-
diately connected with the paffion, and in con-
fequence of doing fo, deftroy, in a remarkable
degree, the operations of reafon, For what
does the expreffion, to be aGtuated by reafon,
mean, as applied to our actions? Is it not the
pofleffing the power of attention in fuch a de-
gree as to beable to compare, with each other,
the ultimate effects which our actions may
produce, not only on ourfelves but alfo on

that of every other perfon, and every thing
with which they arein any way related, and to
regulate our conduct accordingly. He who can
take the moft coniprehenﬁvc view of thefe va-
rious objects of thoughts, and can regulate his
actions accordingly, will 'alwajs appear to be
the moft reafonable, as well as the wifeft man.
But this operation of human underftanding re-
quires, not only, an attentive examination of
each idea, butalfo an eafy tranfition of attention
from one fubje& of thought te anuthér; events
totally incompatible with paffion, in which
one powerful idea is conftantly prefent, and in
“which our attention isalfo fixed by our corpa-
real feelings, Sria

Your. II. K When
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"When that degree of attention which is
‘neceffary for every a& of judgment, is fo much
‘weakened as not tﬂ-bc-cﬁpablefcf reftraining the
flow of ideas, and directing them in a certain
channel, imagination then takes the lead, anda
croud of images, connected with the prevailing
‘thoughts, offer themfelves {pontancoudly, asit
were, to the mind. In'this way our defires
‘and averfions ‘are greatly heightened, and our
‘hopes and fears, anger, jealoufy, love, hatred,
‘and ' envy, confiderably augmented. Now,
 ‘confidering all ideas as ftimuli, it'may eafily
‘be ‘conceived how ‘much volition muft be
“excited 'by motives, the force ‘of which is
“fo ‘much increafed beyond the common ftand-
‘ard. ‘Doubtlefs, 'thefe are ‘much ‘modified
by education, habit, age, fex, temperament,
-and ‘climiate. Hence it follows, that except
“we are perfectly acquainted with the mental
“chara&er - 6f a perfon, ‘it is impoffible ‘to
“predict ‘with ‘any degree of certainty, how he
‘will ‘a& when “under the -influence of -any
i’ﬁartiéulalr' paflion ; “and -even -then it is hardly
‘poflible ‘to do - fo, “as ke ‘may nét “forefee all
the accidental circumftances which have -an
Lo : - .1linfluence
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influence on his actions at the time he is
under the paffion. To illuftrate thefe obferva-
tions, let us dwell a little longer on the cafe
already mentioned.

As foon as the fight of the dangerous
animal meets the eyes of the perfon who
has roufed him, his firft a&ions, whoever he

- be, are generally thofe which accompany the
inftinctive impulfe of felf-prefervation; he
fhrinks back, and his hands are brought more
or lefs forward. This a&ion is performed fo
quickly that it feems to be totally independent
of volition, and by many, -indeed, it is com-
monly called an involuntary a&. It is called
fo becaufe we are not confcious of the motive
which impells us to aét ; and we are not con-
{cious of the motive, becaufe no refleétion, or
comparifon has preceded it. It is in general, -
however, foon checked by a new chain of
ideas, ‘and by*many acts of judgment. I fay
in general; for it happens, now and then,
‘when the whole play of the mental faculties,
as it were, are deftroyed by the impreffion of
the dreadful -object, and no poffibility of ef-

- Kz cape
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cape appears, that volition being then with-
out a ftimulus, a perfon drops down on the
carth as if {fuddenly bereft of all his animal
powers.  But when refletion takes place,
numberlefs ideas E;‘Dwd into the mind, all of
which are connefted, however, with the defire
of felf-prefervation. He menaces, or carefles,
he flies, or ftands ftill, he attacks, or ufes
ftratagem, according. to the cihick.judgments |
he forms of his fituation, and of the nature of :
the animal, and of his means of defence or
efcape. Now, it is probable, that no two men
would form exactly the fame j udgment in fimi-
lar fituations ; for the notions which have been
inftilled into. our minds by education, by fex
alfo, and by temperament; by our habits,
and nervous idiofyncrafy, will alwa}'s modify
them.

It would form a moft interefting part of the
hiftory of human actions, if a'very compre-
henfive view were taken of thofe fubjects, and
if they were philofophically examined as fo
many caufes which modify the voluntary acts

' £ G of
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of the paffions ; for in this cafe fome general
principles might be detected, which would
enable us to foretel, with certainty, how any
man would a& when under the influence of
any paffion, and when under fuch circum-
ftances and fituation as fhould be known. In
this work inquiry is inadmiffible, fince the
moral effects of the paffions throw no light on
the difeafes of the mind.

One of the moft remarkable, among the
multitude of general eﬂ'c&é,'-whiéh the paffions
produce on the corporeal part of our fyftem,
is a change of temperature. All thofe which
arife from ftrong defire, increafe the heat of the
body; and thofe which are the offspring of aver-
fion, occafion fudden chills, and often a fen-
fation of intenfe cold. Thefe effe@s evince
great changes in the fanguiferous fyftem ; . for
whenever heat is evolved in greater or lefler
quantity than ufual, it is generally found to

correfpond with an increafed or diminithed
circulation.

| That
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That the fanguiferous fyftem does fuftain
great and fudden changes from the influence
of the paffions, is a fact which common ob.
fervation is fufficient to prove. In all thofe
which are the %}H'spring of defire, it is accele~
rated; and in all thofe which {pring from
averfion it is flower. 1n fudden joy, in eager
‘hope, in the expeétations of love, in the en-
deafments of friendfhip, the pulfe beats quick,
the face glows, and the eyes gliften: in grief
“and forrow, extreme anger, hatred, jealoufy,
and envy, the blood ftagnates about the heart,
a chilling cold fpreads itfelf over the whole
furface of the body, the blood. forfakes the
cheeks, and a tremor enfues, |

- It is by no means eafy to affign even a plau-
fible reafon for the production of thefe phe-
-nomena. It has been proved (fee chapter on
the Mind) that a difference in the phyfical
properties of bodies always implies a difference
in the mixture of the elementary parts of
which they are compofed. If a body gradually
exhibits a feries of phenomena which are not
natural to it, it.is a prefumptive proof either
- that
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that the mechanical attraction, or the chemical
compofition of the body, is undergoing fome
phyfical change. It has been proved that all.
phyfical and chemical ftimnli derange the or-
ganization of parts to which they are applied,
(fee chapter on Irritability,) and it is proba-
ble that the motion of irritable bodies which
arife from the a&ion of phyfical ftimuli, i,;‘,'ff
nothing elfe than the re-arrangement ofi%it
clementary particles. Now, if ifle heat of the
body depends for its fteadinefs of temperature .
on a certain permanency- in the proportion and
number of the elements, of which the blood is
compofed, as well as on the compofition of
the air which we breathe, as every experiment
which has yet been made on the fubje&- tends.
to prove, it follows, that whenever fuch
phyfical caufes are applied, as change ecither
in a dire& or indire@& manner, the compo-
fition of the blood, the temperature of the
body will undergo correfponding changes.
The altion which the ideas produce on the
nervous principle isa phyfical effef ; the fen-
forial impreffions which are excited by them
are to be confidered as much a mechanical de-

rangement

(".
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'rangement of the fine pérticlcs' of which it is
compofed, as if the impreffions had arifen
from a folid body applied to fome of the nerves
of our fkin ; but as all nervous impreffions a&
on the heart and arteries, and other irritable
parts of our frame, as fo many flimuli, and
as it has been proved that all fimuli irritate,
either by atually deranging for a time the or-
ganization of the irritable part to which they

- are applied, and as every change in the ac-
tion of blood-veflels, confidered as irritable
parts, prodlices a correfponding change in the
ftate of the fluids, we therefore fee the con-
catenated feries of caufes and effe@s which
are interpofed between the action of ideas, and |
the fluthes of heat and cold, which many of
them occafion. The particular ideas which
give birth to fuch phenomena have been de-
fined in the differtation on corporeal and on
mental pleafure and pain.

Although all the nerves of the human body
are fimilar in ftrufture, as far as relates to the
coarfer ingredients of which they are compo-
fed, yet, as we find from experience that they

do
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: do not all convey fimilar impreflions; this’
gi#es rife to the fufpicion that the fine matter
which is fecreted in them, and which furrounds
the medullary particles to which we~have
given the name of fentient principle, is a little
different in each nerve. Now this fuppofition

_explains, in a certain degree, why fome fenfo-
rial impreffions, no imatter whether the conti-
nuation of external nervous ones, or thofle
which immediately arife from a chain of affo-
ciated 'i.deas, aft on one clafs of nerves rather
than another; and I;h.is accordingly explains’
why every paflion affe@s one part of our
corporeaf frame more than another; for as
fome ideas are to be conceived as being ftimuli
which are better adapted to aét on one fet of
nerves rather than another, their ultimate cor-
poreal effe¢ts muft neceflarily be determined
more- to thofe irritable organs of our body
which are fupplied by fuch nerves rather than
to others. Fear is apt to occafion a diarrheea
and incontinence of urine; anger affeéts the
functions of the liver; grief diforders the fto-
mach, and affeéts the lachrymal gland ; fud-
den terror, when without hope, produces an

almoft
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- almoft complete palfy ; and hope itfelf, when
the attainment of the objeét is near, affets
the organs of refpiration, and caufes a quick
and powerful diftribution of blood throughout.
the whole body. .. '

. It has been remarked, that all defires and
averfions, and confequently all our paffions,
are attended with pleafurable or painful feel-
ings-at the pracordia. It remains to be ob-
{erved, that many of thefe have a Vei‘y remark-
able reflex aétion on the mind. |

They are to be confidered independently of
their origin, as fo many cafes of corporeal
pleafure or pain, the impreffions of which are-
tran{mitted to the brain. .

"T'he corporeal pleafure or pain which accom-
panies our paffions, always tend to difengage
attention from objeés of abftract thought, and
they confequently tend to deftroy the reftraint
which the mind muft be kept in while exer-
cifing the operation of judgment: Hence the
will yields to other defires and avezfions which
arife - from the corporeal fenfatidns, and is

often
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often thrown into the moft violent and ungo-
vernable excitement. The voluntary aftions
of a perfon, therefore, who is under the influ-
ence of a ftrong paffion, is, in this refpe&,
like thofe of a maniac.

When the fenforial impreﬁiuns, which arife
from the primair}r defire, or averfion, that
give birth to the paffion, and thofe which arife
from the corporeal pleafure or pain felt at the
precordia are violent, they a& on the brain
in the fame manner as the phyfical ftimuli
mentioned in the chapter on Delirium ; and
they confequently induce this ftate of mind,
and become common exciting caufes of infa-
nity. If there be a ftrong hereditary predif-
pofition, the delirium often continues for a
confiderable length of time if there be no
predifpofition, it generally fubfides very foon ;

- but if the exciting paffion be often renewed, a
predifpofition feems now and then to be acci-
dentally formed, and thus, in thofe who have
no original or hereditary taint, downright in-
fanity may arife from violent paffions ; a fa@& -

which now remains to be proved by particu-
lar inftances, . '
CHAP.
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CHAPTER 1II.

ON JOoY, ITS MoniEICATic}NS, AND EFFECTS ;
" BEING A CONTINUATION OF THE SUBJECT
OF MENTAL PLEASURE.

Mental pleafures differ in intenfity, and in their
caufes. Expreffions by which we diftinguifh the
various degrees of mental pleafure. Expreffions
by which we denote a wvariety in their canfes.
The fources from which the ideas that give birth

20 the various kinds of joy, enumerated, and exa-
mined. Upon what principle works of [cience,

 and abfiralZ truth give pleafure. Divifion of
the pleafurable paffions into two claffes: their
charaler.  The phenomena of laughing and
leaping for joy accounted for. The <various
canfes of 'Jqugba‘er claffed, and the general prin-
ciples on which they produce their effelts ex-

. plained.  The phyfical effeits of joyful ideass
How it ails on the [yfiemn at large. The nature
of the various fubordinate changes which it pro-

duces deferibed, and accounted for. The effeds
of.
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of joy on the mind. Iis effelfs on attention, '
memory, imagination, and judgment. In what
way various pleafurable ideas beget infanity.
Of the effedls of wvanity and pride. The corpo-
veal effells of _/?raﬂg_ and fudden joy. Upon.
what principle it produces epilepfy, fainting,
and death itfelf.

TI—IE- various mental pleafures which man
experiences, differ more :ﬁ'om éach_ other,
in their caufes, and their intenfity, thanin |
their general influence on the mind or body. |
We employ a few terms to denote the differ-
ent degrees of mental enjoyment which we
experience, and we alfo'di{’cinguiﬂz, by means
of different appellations, the different kinds
of joy that arife from different objects or
caufes; and hence we are apt to conclude, that
there are a variety of pleafurable paffions.
The words znward fatisfuiZion, delight; joy, ec~
Safy of pleafure, and fupreme blifs, are the chief
expreflions which we employ to denote the
different degrees of mental pleafure. The
firft fignifies a much lefs degree of pleafure
: than
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. than the fecond, and the fecond not fo much
as the third ; and the third not {fo much as the
fourth. A perfon is faid to be. tranfported
with joy, but not with fatisfation. ‘Ei{treme
_de’light produces emotions fuperior to either,

An ecftacy of pleafure fignifies a fudden and
powerful. emotion, in which both mind and
body feem to partake of the higheft degree.uf'.
enjoyment. If any higher degree of pleafure
than this can be imagined, it may well deferve
the name of fupreme blifs. |

The objects which excite joyful emotions
are various ; and according to the variety of
the objects, they produce diftin& defires, and
'con{fequentl}r diftin¢t phenomena in the moral
world. On this account moralifts have con-
fidered fuch modifications of joy as diftin&
‘paflions ; but in this work there is no neceflity
for {peaking of the moral qualities of thefe af-
fections ; and as the influence which the great- :
eft number of them have on the mind and body
is very fimilar, confidered in a medical fenfe,
T fhall treat of them in the aggregate.

There
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"There is one, indeed, which, independently
of its general effects, by which it is allied to
the clafs of mental joys, ‘has alfo effects pecu-
liar to itfelf. Thefe entitle it to a particular
confideration. The paffion alluded to is one
to which we all willingly fubmit, and are fond
of cherifhing ; I mean love. ‘

- Joy, in its ftrict fenfe, is a Iterm-applied to
denote a pleafurable feeling, or fatisfaction,
arifing from {ome prefent event.

When joy arifes in confequence of paft
events or actions, it is called content, or Jelf~
JSatisfattion. When it arifes from the profpe&
of fome future good, it is called hope. The
~pleafure or joy we take in the welfareand hap-
pinefs of a perfon to whom we lie under obli-
_gations, and the confequent defire of promo-
ting'hi_s'welfare and happinefs, is called grat/-
‘tude. The pleafurable or joyful feelings which
arife in our breafts from the conftioufnefs of
our being willing to affift the unfortunate, is
called compaffion. The fympathetic pain which

' Fratse arifes
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arifes from the diftrefs and fuﬁ'eﬁngs of the
objecs of our compaffion, might probably juf.
tify a perfon claffing compaffion with menta]
pain, or uneafinefs, or at leaft cqnﬁdering-itfag '
2 mixt paffion. - The pleafure we feel from
the 1dea we entertain of a perfon’s fuperior
qual_ities, 1s called ad}rzz'mfz'qu, and regard ;
that which we experience on account of
his amiable qualities, effeern. The mixture
of the fentiments of efteem, regard, and ad-
miration, form the bafis of friendfhip, and
what is called platonic love.

As the definitions which have been given of
fome of thefe terms, may not appear fatisfac-
tory to many on account of their concifenefs,

it may be proper to dwell a little longer on
them.

‘Content, and felf-{atisfaction, are 'I'pecies of
Joy, both of which arife from paft events;
and thefe events are almoft always the ren_mvﬁ_l
of .ment_al or corpnfeal_ pain. Content majr'
be faid to reign in the human breaft when the

pain
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pain which has attended fome ungratified de-
fire, or defires, is removed. It has no refer-
ence to the caufe of the removal : but /z/f- |
ﬁf:lgﬁz&zim denotes its having been procured
by ourfelves. .When painful doubts which
hung over us for fome time, and which con-
_cerned our fortune, or our pﬂrfonal' fate, are
once removed, we experience the agreeable
feelings of content. When a man of a gene-
rous turn of mind has doné anotheran injury,
he is not content until he has made due repa=
ration for it ; after he has done that, a fecret-
pleafure pervades his whole frame, to whu:h
we give the name uf felf-fatisfaétion. -

. That hope ccnﬁ-f’cs in an expected pleafure,
arifing from the profpe&-of fome future
good, ‘ fcarcely ftands in need of illuftration.
The criminal who is almeft driven to defpazr
by the difcovery of his crimes, and the ver-
di& of a jury, feels a lively, although 2
limited pleafure, if through the wifdom or
lenity of the judge he is recommended to
mercy ; he hnpes the recommendation will
be attended to; and although he fuffers a fe=

“Vor. II, 5 L cret
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cret dread from the uncertainty of his fate,
it is not without a mixture of pleafure, fince
there is a chante that he may be faved from
£h¢ moft fearful event to which human nature
is expofed. If he __is-_réfpited, the profpe& :
brightens, and a greater degree of pleafure
fills his bofom. - |

"It is faid by thofe who have drawn hafty.
conclufions from a few fa¢ts ill obferved,
that gratitude fprings from felfithnefs. What °
is that kind of felfithnefs which makes a man.
who has been fhipwrecked, preferve, witha
kind of facred care, the raft on which he
faved his life? As felf-preférvation is the
moft powerful inftin& which animates his
“frame, and as every thing which contributes
to it, gives him pleafure, the fight of the
piece of wood recals to his mind both the
“= danger he was in, and the means of his e'fcape.
It occafions pleafure upon the priﬁciplc of fh:;
affociation of ideas: as an object of pleafure
he preferves it, and fo far it is connected with
felf ; but there is furély a great difference be-
tween this fecling and felfifhnefs, as commonly |
and
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~and properly underftood, which, were it the
fole fource of his a&ions, would reduce him
below the level of a beaft. The pleafure %
perfon receives on feeing his benefactor, does
not arife from the cxpe&ation of future fer-
vices he may render him, but the good he has
already received from him, It may not be in his
powgr to aflift him any further; ftill he loves
him ; He rejoices when he hears of his fucceﬁ -
or happinefs ; he is grieved at the misfortunes
which happen to him ;* he hates his enemies ;
he loves his friends. A fenfe of duty ought,
indeed, to teach him not to hate any man’s
enemies, or love any man’s friends, except
they really merit fuch feritiments ; gratitude,

therefore, is not the offspring of reflection;
or reafon; but felfifhnefs alts conﬁantiy on
the fame plan, and demands much refle&ion
and thought it would prompt 2 man to
be ungrateful rather than grateful, becaufe he
could oftener promote his intereft by paying
a cautious court to the enemies of his bene-
factor or friend, than by chenihmg a dlﬂlkc
againft them.

L g That

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 146 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=146

143 » ON JOY,

- That compaffion, admiration, regard, and
efteem, are pleafures which arife from the
fources to which they have been referred re-

. quires no explanation, but the affertion will be
illuftrated by the inveftigation of other caufes
- of mental pleafure,

In generalizing the principles on which all -
ideas, which create the feclings of mental
pleafure, act, it may berecoilected, that they

~were faid to be two in number. 1ft. Such
JE}eas as reprefented the pleafures of the fenfes; _
or, 2dly. Sich ideas and thoughts as contribu-
ted to, or were fuppofed to contribute to, our
welfare and happinefs. Now thefe ideas may’
fpring from various fources; they may be
yielded by external objects; they may be re-
ealled, they may be created by an effort of
imagination, or by judgment ; and hence we
find many authors, efpecially poets, defcribing
the pleafures of memory, imagination, and -
judgment. Memory is 2 ' fource of joy when
it recals the varied feener}r of our ecarly years, .
fuch as the focieties and places in which our
happleﬁ moments were fpent; the fports in

e S = which
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- _which we excelled ; and many innocent faults
and follies which we committed. We recollec
with pleafure, circumftances which formerly
excited in our breaft emotions of friendfhip,
love, efteem, benevolence, and all the kind
and fmiling paffions. '

Moft of the pleafures we derive from peru=
fing works of tafte, learning, and fancy, will
~ alfo be found to refolve themfelves into one
- or other of the two fources mentioned.  Ho-
MER’s defcription of the girdle of Venus, and
of the Elyfian fields ; MirTox’s defcription
of Eve; Spenser’s defcription of the refi-
dence nf Acrafy, < where pleafure dwells in
¢ fenfual delights,” are all gay pictures, in
which the chief ﬂbjE&S that gratify the fenfes.
are brought. into the mind, and the fenforial
impreffions of which pervade our frame in the
- fame manner as the impreflions of the objects
themfelves, had théy been real, would: have
done; the only difference being in degree.

‘There 'is a kind - of mental pleafure which,

if only flightly examined, might be fuppofed
to
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to depend on a diftin¢t kind of principle from
that which gives birth to joy; I mean that
which men of {cience derive from the perufal
' of works of pure reafon, or of works of {cience
when they are well executed. An algebréiﬁ;
a mathematician, a natural philnfdphar;' all
feel a fecret -Plcai'ure in the perufal of works
which either throw-new light on the fubjet
of their ftudy, or which givea perfﬁ:icunus;
full, and true account of the prefent flate of
it. ~ Can fuch pleafures be faid to belong
either to the gratifications of fenfe, or of paf-
fion? '

“Fhe moft abftract of all fubjects, the un-
adorned offspring of cool reafon, if well
treated, will afford pleafure toa perfon who
is fufficiently acquainted with the fcience ta
which it belpngs. Of what kind is this plea-

fure? I anfwer in few words, it is of a mixed
kind : agreeable, pure, and lafting, It con-
fifts, on the one hand, of fentiments which
arife from the fenfe of a ﬁzpérior degree of
ptr,feg?tion of mind in another, to what we are
accuftomed to find in mankind ; a [pecies of

| J0F
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joy to which we give the names of regard,
admiration, and efteem. And, independently
of ‘thefe moral - affections, it yields us real
pleafure, inafmuch as it tends to fatisfy one -
or more of the artificial wants which have
arifen from our education, or _purfuits in lifes
and for fimilar analogical reafons, the uneafi-
nefs we feel on reading an ill-written work,
‘or in perufing fome modern productions, in
which ignorance and prefumption are more
" evident than tafte or learning, may all be re-
ferred to the clafs of mental pains..

Such are the terms by which we exprefs the
more remarkable varieties of the fources of
‘mental pleafure; but {urely it need not be re-
marked, that our pleafurable as well as pain-
ful feelings, are too numerous, and too vari-
oufly modified, to be defcribed by words.
They are, at times, the refult of the peculiar
or conftitutional fufceptibility of feeling of our
nerves; a fufceptibility conftantly changing
by age, by education, by diet, climate, exer-
cife, health, or difeafe ; at other times they
are the refult of certain accidental fituations in

' I fdciat}»‘,' :

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 150 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=150

¥52 ~ ON JOY, -

fociety, occafioned by various relationfhips,
connections, and unexpected occurrences of
life. o it

All the pleafurable paffions may be ufefully
divided by the phyfiologift into two. claffes,
viz. the tranquil, or ferene ones; and the
lively or exhilarating ones; admiration; ef~
teem, regard, fr:endfhlp, content, -and com-
paffion, are calm and ferene; lively ‘hope,
mirth, gaiety, and the many namelefs mental
pleafures, the qm;kn_cfs and violence of whofe

 impulfe make us laugh, leap, and fing, are
lively and exhilarating. - - : -

The phenomena of laughing, and Ieapmg»
for joy, only accompany that kind which we
call mirth, and which, in a moral fenfe, may
faid to be the loweft kind of joy.

No great or lafting pleafure ever creates
laughter ; a fine picture, or flatue, the agree- -
able fcenery of nature, the grandeur of the

~ Alps, and Appenines; the pleafures of efteem,
regard, fricnd{hip, and content, never caufe
us to laugh; a placid ﬁmlt, indeed, is often
produced
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produced by thefe ‘objects, but this is totally
diftin& from the convulfion of laughter.

This phenomenon almoft always takes its
origin from {light, tranfitory, and fudden
occafions. '

It appgaré to me, that the ideas which (S
cite it, almoft always owe their effe&, on the
one hand, to the fuddennefs and violence of
their phyfical impulfe on the brain, by which
the internal nervous impreffions are fent with

- force to the diaphragm, and other organs of
refpiration : and on the other hand, to fome-
thing peculiar in the impreflions themfelves,
correfponding - with the mental perceptions
which excite them. All moral caufes which
make us laugh, occafion a fudden tranfition
from one feries of ideas, to others which are not
only diflimilar, but contradi®ory to the for-
mer. This kind of contradiGion is either, 1ft.
A contradiftion between words'and their more
obvious meanings, or, 2dly. A c_ﬁﬁtradirﬁ:joﬁ
between the fentiment which the words con
vey, and certain peculiar modes of thinking.

s 3dly. It
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3dly. It confifts in ac&ions which are contra.
dictory, inafmuch as they are apt to occafion
two very oppofite emotions at one and the
fame moment of time. - Inftances of the firft
kind are frequently met with in puns, efpeci.
ally bad ones, or jews de mots, lively repar.
tees, anecdotes, and the hiftory of certain
equivocal toafts, that go round with the glafs,
‘Of the fecond kind are the adventures of Don
“Quixote, the relations of a Baron Munchaufcn,;
'cert'ain. fat-y‘rii:al:caricatures, and all -ex-trava:-.'
gant but harmlefs exaggerations of truth. To
the third clafs belong a vaft variety of objedts,
fuch as the tricks and geftures of ftage-fools,
and clowns, in pantomimic entertainments,
whofe faces and geftures difplay the moft fud-
den tranfitions - from {erioufnefs to a broad
grin; frnm'trying to laughter, from awkward-
obfequioufnefs and ceremony, to excefles of
familiarity, and difrefpe®; from terror and
apprchenﬁnn, to foolith intimaey and fecu-
rity. There are a number of other caufes of
laughter which are apparently of a very differ~
ent nature, and, doubtlefs, of a fingular kind,
fince, when they are confidered abftractedly,

| they,
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they ought to produce a very different moral
effc@; but the fuddénefs with which the
contradictory parts of thefe caufes firike us,
produce a degree of irritation which is not
to be withftood. The misfortunes of others,
even thofe which are often attended with
~ ferious confequences, are what are alluded’
te. We are all inclined to laugh when a per-
fon from inattention knocks his head againft
a p;.){t, or wall, or tumbles down awkwardly;
‘what {urprizes us much more is, thatmany (I
am almoft tempted to fay moft people) now
and then have been inclined to laugh when a
perfon has firft- begun to relate fome misfortune
- which happened, cither to himfelf or to an-
other. Nay, a more unaccountable circum-
ftance of this kind is, that'many- people, when
they have to tell us of the death of another per=
fon, feel themfelves often inclined to laugh at
the moment when they firft begin to fpeak of
it. It is by no means eafyto difcoverthe true
explanation of this circumftance, for it cannot

be conc_ei‘.fed to be owing to a want of fenfi- .
bility, fince it often happens to thofe poffef-
fed of the moft humane and feelin g hearts, It
= : aEPfﬂfs
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appears to me to be more owiﬁg to the con-
tradi&ion which exifts between the ideas pre.
fent in the narrator’s mind, and- thofe which
the face of the perfon, to whom he is about

to relate the circumitance, awaken in him; or.

it may arife from the narrator’s mind having

been occupied the moment before with other

thoughts of a very oppofite nature ; for it never
~ happens to any onc who has been thinking
ferioufly on the event for fome time before,
and who is prepared to relate it.  The reafon
why moft people are inclined to laugh whena

perfon firft begins to give fome melancholy
account of himfelf, generally arifes from the

{erious countenance, and grimace which he af-

{umes qn' the occafion, and which, for the mdffi:

part, are in complete  contradiction with our’

own feelings at the time; but as all ferious
impreflions, when they are tran{mitted to muf-
_cular parts, are to be confidered as phyfical
ftimuli to them ; -and as a quick repetition of

fimuli produces a quick repetition of action, :

and unequal ftimuli produce unequal action,
hence the laughter muft be excited, and necel-

farily confifts in fhort, violent, and rapid con-

tractions
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tractions of the diaphragm, interrupting the
natural expiration, and preventing, for a con~
fiderable time, the taking in a frefh quantity of
air, or of breath, toufe the common expreﬂion.

Tt is evident, from what has been faid, that -
laughter is, for the moft part, 2n affection of
the body, arifing from certain thoughts which
occur without the intervention of the will;
that is, the thoughts which produce laughter
do not neceflarily excite volition ; a perfon, .
indeed, may laugh voluntarily, inafmuch as he
can voluntarily dire¢t the impulfes of this-
principle to the diaphragm and abdominal

-mufcles : but as to lqapipg, dﬁncin‘g, and
{inging for joy, thefe, always, are to be con--
fidered as veluntary ats, -although, indeed,_
we are not always confcious that they are fo;

.for the fuddennefs and force of the impreflions
which excite them is fo great, that no deh—-

beratmn takes place.

The phyﬁcal effect ({enforial 1mpreﬁionsj,
which all joyful ideas produce on the brain,
feems, then, to be that of a dire® ftimulus, not
only to the whole of the nervous fyftem, but

2 _ ~ alio
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alfo to the fanguiferous one. Great joy offen
caufes the heart to beat with fuch force ang
velocity, that a violent palpitation enfues,
which may be eafily felt by applying the hand
to the breaft of the perfon who is under the
influence of the gay emotion.

Although fuch effe@®s are not obferved in
weaker kinds of joy, yet the adtion of the
heart is generally increafed by it, from what~

ever caufe it proceeds, as may be difcovered
from the increafe of quicknefs in the pulfe,
and from the increafed luftre of the eyes.

The heat of the body, and the various fe-
cretions and excretions, are known to corref-
pond, in general, with the a&ion of the ar-
terial {yftem, and hence we can eafily conceive

“the truth of what Dr. Rosinson * afferts, .
‘when he tells us that, from experiments made
by him, both the heat of the body, and per-
{piration, are conﬁderably Incrcafed by Jnyful
emotions. :

* Rosixson on Food.

The
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“The adion of the heart and arteries being
increafed, more blood than ufual is fent into
the mufcles, in common with all the other
parts of our frame; and hence the feeling of
increafed vigour and adtivity which is experi-
enced by people who are animated by joy. A -
greater quantity of blood is alfo fent to the
head, the face glows, the eyes fparkle, the

‘cryftal tear ftarts forward between the eye--
lathes, and a flood of tears often follows,
Wherher this uncommon flow of tears be ow-
ing to an increafe of fecretion, in cnﬁfequenc_e
of a peculiar determination of blood to the
lachrymal gland, or whether it arifes from the
mere compreffion of the mulfcles of the eye
on that body, or if both circumftances con-’
fpire to its produttion, I do not pretend to
decide. : '

- The increafed action of the heart and arte
rial fyftem neceffarily affects the organs of
- refpiration. A perfon under the influence of -
- Joy, therefore, breathes fuller and quicker
than ufual, and the breaft is faid to h-f:aw: with
pleafure. T
: Although
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Although the fenforial impreffions of joy
feem to be principally determined to the hearf
and fanguiferous fyftem, yet its influence is
extended to.many other vifcera of our frame,
Moderate and continued joy, mirth, and -
gaicty, all increafe the healthy alion of the
ﬂbmar;:h and -in-te&ineg, and feem to augment
the fecretion of bile, pancreatic'ju-ice, and the
activity of the abforbent veffels.

In fa&, whatever. increafes in 2 moderate
degree the action of the heart and arteries,
muft neccﬁ‘érily produce tonic effects on every

- vifcus, and on the v;.zhole_-of our frame.  Every’
practitioner in phyfic muft have repeatedly
obferved how much tranquillity and content of
mind, affeGtions which bélang fo the clafs of

~ mental pleafures, or joys, contribute to good.

- - ‘health, This is more remarkably the cafe with .
thofe who labour under chronic complaints of
the ftomach, liver, and inteftines, occafioned;
or at leaft kept up by various caufes. of mental
inquictude ; foras the ferene and milder joys
produce only a moderate increafe of nervous
excitement, and arterial acion, they may,.

' like
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like all ftimuli of moderate firength, be con-
tinued for a lon_g- time, not only -.withnut
inconvenience, but with great ad*ﬁr;tntagé iR
the cure of chronic com_plaints; Like whole-
fome food, or exercife, in moderate quantity,
they gently inct‘eafe' the action of the whole
I'y{’cem of veffels, “promoting abforption of
ch}rle, fecretion of new folids, formation of
blood, and the ejeétment of ufelefs and excre=
mentitious “matters. - “Hence, alfo, the: good
effe@s which mufic, and agreeable company,
travelling, and the perufal of many works
of genius, have in various kinds of ‘melan-
choly, hypochondriafis, dyfpepfia, apepfia,

chlorofis, hyfteria, and other chronic difeafes,
in which ‘languor and debility of bedy, and
dejection of mind form a ‘principal part. .

Avrexanper Trarriaxus, lib, xli. p. 17,

- mentions a remarkable cafe of melancholy
entirely cured by means of joy. InPecuLIN,
lib. iii. Obf. 27. is to be found the cafe of
a perfon, called Peyreske, who was cured of
aphonia and palfy by reading fome favourire
agreeable authors ; and one CON RINEUS relates
Vor. II. - M : the
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the cafe of a man béing cured of a tertian
fever by the fame means. Lorry, de Melan.
cholia, Tom. I. p. 37. defcribes the cafe of a
- perfon cured of a conftriction of the pylorus,
and inceflant vomiting, by means of joy. In
Herpanus Obf. Med. Chirurg. Cont. 1. Obf.
79- ErmuirLer Opera, Tom. II. p. 11, and _
95. various other fimilar cafes occur.
It need hardly be remarked that fome peo-
_ Plc are much more dlfpofed to be affected by
- fuch paflions than others. People of a fans
guine temperament, and, of what is called a
cheerful difpoﬁtioh, have a ftrong feeling for
the emotions of pleafure and joy, and as power-
ful an antipathy for all difagreeable and painful
ones. . Their averfion for the laft kind of paf-
fions, and ftrong defire for the firft, although
they difpofe them to become pleafant and agree-
“able companions, continually expofe them to
the rifk of committing a number of moral
tran{greffions ; for the obfervance of our moral -
duties requires reftraint, and a fevere watch
over ousfelves; pamful habits to be gained,
| | terrible
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terrible anueI’ts to be made, by one of a fan-

guine temperament.

In regard to the effedts which joy and its
varieties have on the mind Stfelf, 1 would ob=
ferve, that it feems to difpofe all its faculties
for eafy and ready a&tion, ftimulating it, as it
were, in the fame way as it does the brain.
When the mind is under the influence of plea-
fure or joy, every tafk feems caly; every labour
light. But let us take a feparate view of each
of the faculties as affeted by this general ftate
of mind.

© Attention is- cmplnyed with more energy,
sand feems to fharpen all the fenfes.  People
under the impreiﬁ(;n of- gaiety, and thofe of ‘a
cheerful difpofition, hear and fee with more
‘than ufual quicknefs ; their eyes are turn-
ed with celerity towards every object; their
ears are open to every found, their actionsare
quicker, and all bedily ereling more acute
than ufual. But attention, although exerted
with more energy, is not exercifed with
conftancy under the emotions of mirth and:
M2 gaiety,
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gaicty, as is _prqvcd by its effets on the
memory, the faculty of the mind the moft
dependent on attention ; for the objelts that
are thus examined, although they make a
lively impreflion, are, yet, not long recol-
le¢ted. Bodies are not examined a {ufficient
length of time to be deeply fixed in the
. mind, and the remembrance of them, there-
fore, foon fades. The recollection, however,
of paft events, goes on eafily under the im-
preflions of joy, efpecially the recolle@on of-
- fuch things as are naturally aflociated with the
thoughts which are prefent to the fancy. -

Under the impreflions of joyful emotions
judgment is quick, but on that very account .
it is not always correct. In a man, however,
who is naturally endowed with a corre& judg- -
ment, I believe that its decifions are not only
quicker, but alfo more accurate when he is
animated by joy, than otherwife. |

The imagination, taking it in its moft com-
prehenfive ‘meaning, is the faculty of the
mind the moft affected by this paffion, and its

various:

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 163 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=163

AND ITS EFFECTS. 165

various modifications; many gair fcenes,
thoughts, and altions, are again rcﬁrefehtedin'
the mind by the influence of this playful fa-
culty; and fiction, taking its materials from paft
events, prefent circumftances, future pﬁrﬁlits,.
‘and the expected gratification of new defires,
cheats the underftanding with the view of many
good and very defirable profpects, which, alas !
are {eldom re:a;Iizcd. We build many delight-
ful caftles in the air, which vanifh the moment
they are conftruted. Our fortune and fame
- are reprefented to us with all the brilliant or-
naments of fuccefs, and we lay the fcheme of
undertakings which are greatly above our
- firength or power ; we anticipate the pleafure
they are calculated to yield ; the illufion va-
nifhes, and we are difappointed ; and thus the
houfe of joy becomes the habitation of mourn--
ing and pain.

Of all pleafurable paffions, hope is the one
which gives the greateft exercife to the ima-
gination, as is naturally to be fuppofed, its
object being that of future expedtation. Of

21l the pleafurable paffions it is the one which
' lays
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lays the foundation for the greateﬁ uneaﬁnefs :
and mental injury ; for as it is often more un-
 reafonable than reafonable, we are expofed to
frequent caufes of difappointment and grief.
This is particularly the cafe with the hopes
attendant on vanity and pride, efpeciallyl when
they have been fortuitoufly raifed, or extra-
- vagantly flattered. The ftate of pride, and the
ftate of vanity, are fpecies of pleafure, or
mental gratification, founded on 2n erroneous
judgment of a perfon’s own fuperiority to the
reft of mankind, or to a great number of men.
This is a fixed and conftant idea in the mind

of thofe who are under the influence of fuch
paffions, and in the pofleflion of which they

feel great pleafure; but the h0pes and r:xpe&-
ations which are built on fuch unreafonable

- ideas of fuperiority, necefﬁrily'expnfe a per,
fon to frequent and crueldifappointments; and
therefore the fudden tranfitions from the eager .
hope of almoft certain fuccefs, to birter dif-

_appointment, from the gratiﬁéations of felf-
love, to the pain of humiliation, give fuch
fhocks to the mental fabric of men as feldom
fail to reduce it to a flate of toral ruin;

therefore,
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_therefore, pride and vanity are frequent caufes
of infanity, efpecially with thofe who are
not endowed with much fortitude, and refo-
lutionn ; more efpeciaily where judgment is
weak. It is impoflible to enumerate all the
different kinds of pride or vanity, which give
birth to infanity, In every fociety, however,
in which riches and family honour are confi-.
dered as circumftances that raife a man above
the level of his fellow creatures, infa.nity muft
frequently occur; and hence the reafon why
we oftener find this difeafe arifing among men
who have become fuddenly rich, and in titled
families, efpecially new ones, particularly '_
where a judicious education has not been in-
ftituted, than among any otherr defcription of
men. Every powerful idea, whether plea-
furable, or the contrary, when too frequently
prefented to the mind, tends to deftroy that
fpecies of judgment which we call common
fenfe ; and by its dire operation on the brain
to deftroy the healthy funions of that organ ;
and, independently of the mifchief which fuch .
powerful defire thus produces, another fource
of mental mifchief arifes from the pain which

follows.
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follows from the -ﬂUﬂ-RICCOmpliﬂlment of 111;1'.
reafonable withes to which they gave birth.

“The pride of riches, then, and of family
 diftin&ion, and alfo all other kinds of pride
whatever, without exception, fuch as that
arifing from power, from office, or from a no~
tion of fuperior piety, may give birth to two
very oppofite kinds of infanity, I mean mania,
and melancholy. The fame thing may be faid
of vanity, and all its varieties: for when the
notions which produce this paffion are con-
frantly prefent to the mind, a great train ‘of
irnaginary happinefs is produced, that in-
creafes_ﬁntil the ijerfnn is, as it were, abfo-
lutely intoxicated. As often as thefe thoughts
occur, the blood rufhes with impetuofity to
the head; the fentient principle is fecreted
in preternatural quantity, and the excitement
is at-laft fo often renewed, and increafes to
fuch a degree, as to occafion an impetuous and
permanent delirium. -~ But when the expe@a-
tions, and high defires, which pride and vanity
naturally fuggef’c; are blafted ; when thefe pal-
fions are affailed by poverty, negle, con-
- tempt,

i
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tempt, and hatred, and are unequal to the
conteft, they now and then terminate in de-
{pair, or in fettled melancholy. The progrefs
to thefe unhappy ftates of human mifery will

- be defcribed in the chapter on Grief. 1t may
be femembered,_ hﬁwcver, at prefent, that the
mania, and melancholy, which fpring from
pride and vanity, do not differ eflfentially from:
the mania and melancholy which arife from
phyfical caufes. Many authors confider pride
as the moft frequent caufe of infanity ; but,
alas! it is only one of the frequent caufes,
ﬁmny proofs of which have been already ad-
duced, and manjr others follow.

As all ideas, produ&ive of joy, and 1ts mo-
difications, a& like dire& ftimuli to the ner-
vous and irritable fibre, and as it is the effen-
tial property of all fireng ftimuli quickly to
exhauft the principles on which the properties -
and energies of the living folids depend, we :
fee the reafon why exceflive joy may become
very prejudical to the fun@ions of the body.
It leaves a languor and laffitude after it, like -
the effects of intoxication from firong wine,

or
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or {pirits; and in many cafes it has been
known to exhauft the two principles of life
fo much as to induce fwooning and fainting,
‘The debilitating effet of extreme joy was ob-
ferved by Sancrorrus, and by him afcﬁbtd
to a portion of the nervous fluid being forced
out along with the perfpirable matter. Dr.
Parsoxns, in his Phyfiology, afcribes it to the
great determination of blood to the head, by
‘which the heart and arteries are deprived of
their ufual ftimulus. If the ideas and their.
impreflions, which originally. excited the paf._
fion of joy, continue to a&t with great force,.
after a perfon is almoft exhaufted by their firft
action, dreadful effe@®s often -enfue. I have
“known a temporary delirium arife from this
caufe. *© Van .Swicten, Tom. IIL. p. 414 '
mentions his ‘having feen epilepfy pmduced in
_ this manner; and the fame thing is mentioned
by his teacher BotrRHAAVE, de Morbis Nervos
yum, lib. ix. cap. 12. :

- Asall fimuli a& more powerfully in prﬁ-'
portion to the quantity of the principle called
nervous energy, and the printiple of irritabi-

lity
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lity redundant in the fyftem, and as forrow
and grief, and what are called the deprefling
paffions, allow thefe principles to be accumu-
lated, we fee one reafon why fudden tranfi-

tions from extreme grief to extreme joy, are -
at all times dangerous, and often mortal.
The cafe of the Roman matron, mentioned by
Livy, lib. xxii. and taken notice of in the
chapter preceding the laft; is a remarkable in-
france of. this kind. Various other caufes are
mentioned by different authors. ¢ In the

%€ year 1544, the Jewifh pirate, Sinamus Tar- -
r’dRU_s, was lying in a port of the Red Seﬁ,
- called Arfenoe, and was preparing for war,
being then engaged in one with the Portuguefe,
;While he was there, he received the unex-
pected ntelligence that his fon, who in the
fiege of Tunis had been made prifoner by
BarBARossa, and by him doomed to flavery,
was fuddenly ranfomed, and coming to his
aid with feven-thips, well armed: the joyful
news was too much for him; he was immedi-
ately ftruck as if with an apoplexy, and ex-
pired on the fpot.  Innumerable other inftan-
ces of a fimilar kind are to be met with, not
only
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only in modern but in ancient writers. The
greater part of thefe are fo well known te men
of general reading; that I fhall merely add,
lift of the authorities from which they are
taken. Varerius Maximus, lib. ix, cap.
12. relates the cafe of two women matrons
who died of joy on feeing their fons return
fafe from battle at the lake Thrafes. One died.
while embracing her fon ; the other was fud-
denly furprized by the fight of her fon while
the was deeply lamenting his death, In Har-
1er’s Phyfiology, Vol. V. p. 581, feveral other
cafes, and their authorities, are ftated ; .and in
'TI—IORESBY s Natural Hiftory of Leeds p. 625,
there is-another remarkable cafe.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER IIl.

O¥ GRIEF, AND MELANCHOLY ; THEIR
 MODIFICATIONS, AND EFFECTS.

Mental pain differs in degree as well as in the
objeits from which it Springs; the different
appellations. by which thefe are difiinguifbed
Srom each other. General corpoveal effells of
grief and forrow deferibed.  Inguiry into the
origin and nature of fobbing and fighing. Exa.

~ erination of the general principle wpon which
grief produces its peculiar corporeal - effects.
How grief produces fyncope. What confequen-
<es enfue when this is violent or frequent. How
deep grief often produces the phenomenon of fleep.
How it terminates in confirmed melauncholy.
Difficuity of giving a good hifforical account of

- melancholy.  Defeription of the origin and pro-

_ &refs of melancholy.  Its progrefs 1o Suicide
defcribed.  The nature of defpair examined.
How tedium vite occafions murdey. The ef-
Jets of religious melancholy ; a cgfe. Hew

| defpair-
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defpair may canfe the murder of an 0bjed of af-
Sfeition. When melancholy arifes from particya
lar caufes, it is often confidered as a difting
kind of infanity. Tranfilion from melancholy fo
Jury. How far the notion of predifpofition is
‘fo be embraced in order to underfland the nature
of melancholy.  Marks of predifpofi Gtion to me-
* lancholy. The predifpofition may either be born
with a perfon, or accidentally excited. In what =
- manner it is excited. |

MENTAL pain, like mental pleafure, re-
ceives 'diﬁ"erent ai::pellations according as it
differs in degree of violence ; or as it fpnngs :
from different caufes. '

As the fcale of unhappinefs, which _reachés
from the firft {fenfations of diftrefs to the very
hmght of defpair, is uninterrupted; as there
are no exact limits by which greater or lefler
degrees of mental pain are to be accurately
diftinguifhed from each other, the terms we
employ to denote them muft neceffarily be
vague. The expreffions which are made ufe

of
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of to denote a difference in the degree of men-
tal {uffering are thele; diftrefs, forrow, deep
ﬁmw, grief;, melancholy, exceffive grief, angui/b,
and defpair ; for whatever the particular caufe
is which excites the painful emotion, one or
other of thefe expreflions is generally employed -
to fignify the degree of mental fuffering‘_whiéh‘
the perfon experiences; for inftance, a perfon
may be difirefled, ﬁrrawfz;l; grieved, melancholy,
and driven to de/pair by a paft event, which
he forefees will affeft his happinefs; or by a
prefent event, or by one which is to come,

We are alfo apt to confider every variety of
gnef which arifes from a diftin& caufe, as a
diftin¢t or feparate paffion ; and, accordingly,
we give them different names.

- Although they may be confidered as differ-
ing from each other-in kind, yer as they may
alfo differ in degree, the affected perfon may

make ufe of any of the above terms to denote
his feehngs.

The
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The forrow and grief which we experience
on account of any paft event, which arofe
from fome a& of our own, and which we con_
ceive to have been blameable, may be calledl
the pain of repentance, or .tontrition;.-g
higher degree of this kind of pain is called
‘remorfe, of all painful feelings the moft in-
tolerable. - When it does not arife from our ;
own a&ions, but from fome unforefeen acci-
dent, -it is fimply called forrow, grief, &c_._

We have no diftin& appellations for the

painful emotions we experience on account of
- a prefent event, which interrupts our happi-
nefs, except it be fudden and frightful; in
‘which cafe we apply the word zerror. Thofe
kinds of forrow that arife from fome fiiture
event, which we forefee will affect our happi-
- nefs, belong to the paffion of fear, ‘and its mo=
- @ifications, anicly, apprebenfion, and dread. .

Independently of thefe different painful
emotions, we have others which accompany
the paflions, in which averfion principally
prevails, fuch as anger, hatred, envy, jealoufy,

' and
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and thame, for in all’ of thefe we fuﬁ'tr more
or lc:{'s mf:ntal d,lﬂrcfs

- Sorrow and 'grief, are terms which are often
indifcriminately applied - to many kinds of
~ painful emotions ; and hence it appears that
they cannot, with propriety, be confidered as
‘diftin& paffions.  Indeed, forrow fcarcely has
a claim to be clafled with the paffions, as that
word is commonly employed, for in many
cafes of forrow, and anguifh, the will is not_
excited into aclion by any diftiné objet. But,
in the painfual paflions, fricly fo called, fuch
as anger and rage, _ jealoufy and envy, there
is always an obje& of averfion which excites
volition into powerful action,

In the prefent chapter it is my intention to
treat of grief and its modifications as géner&l
affeGtions of mind ; but as fome of the i pam- '
ful pa.ﬁions have effefts on the body which are

peculiar to themfelves, I thall, afterwards, take
thefe into feparate confideration.

Nooidl.qils e N The
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~The general” corporeal effet of all the mo-
difications of grief and forrow, is a torpor in
every irritable part, efpecially in the circu-
Tating and abforbent fyftem ; hence the.pale-
nefs of ‘the countenance, the coldnefs of the
. extremities,  the contraction and fhrinking of
the! fkin; and- general - furface of “the body ;
the {mallnefs and® flownefs of the: pulfe, the :
want of appetite, ‘thé deficiency -of ‘mufcular
force; and the fenfe of general languar, which
: mverfpreads the whole frame.

«._As the ac{’cion of the ex-tremc branches of the
arterial {yftem is greatly difnihiihhd,: the heart,
and aorta; ‘and its larger veflels, and the whole
{yftem of the pulmonary artery, become:loaded
 and diftended with blood. The pamful fenfe
of fullnefs:which’this occafions, gives rife to a -
¢ommon.expreflion} 'which is, in fome df:gree,'
' 'defcriptive’ of what: really exifts;  in {orrow.
the ‘heart is'faid to.be full, and in deep forrow
 iclis often faid to bei/iketo burft. 1 A fenfe  of
oppreffion anduanxicty; “a laborious and Mlow:
refpiration, and the remarkable phenomena
- of fobbing and fighing, naturally arife from
. this ftate of torpor, and rctarded"c:’irf::ulation._
: Sobbing
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- Sobbing and ﬁ'gﬁing'aré peculiar to certain
degrees and kinds of mental pain ; as _laughtér-,
jumping, and dancing, are peculiar to certain
kinds of joy: Theyare not, however; of fo in>
tricatea nature as laughter. The way in which
they are to be accounted for, is this: as the
blood is accumulated in a much greater degree
“than lft['ua.l, in the large trunk of the pulmonary
artery, -and in the aorta, it is not ,fo.qui;:ki}r

oxygenated as it ought to be; for the'healthy
oxjrgenatit;n of the blood carinot take place ex-
cept it be circulated- ',.}rith a certain, degree -of

. quicknefs ; but as it is the nature of our con-
ftitution that an obfcure pain fhould arife
‘when the actions which are neceffary for our
‘prefervation are neglected, or impeded, and
as this pain ' generally operates as a ftimulus
to excite thefe actions, fo in this cafe the pre-
ternatural accnm,u_lét_ion of blood about the
heart produces an uneafy fenfe of _fﬁllnefs,-to
relieve which, we take a deep and quick in-
{piration ; and this conftitutes the firft part of
fighing : but the debility arifing from the
primary aétion of gi‘iﬁf being great, the breath
is not retained, and flowly thrown out as in
e Niz~ giis ordinary
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;:irdinary refpiration, but on the contrary, the
whole quﬁntity feems fuddenly to efcape, and
hence the act of fighing is completed.” By
this means, the 1un}gs’ being greatly diﬁended
with air, the large branches of the pulmonary
veins are comprefled, and a great quantity of
blood is confequently forced out of the lﬁngs.
The blood is thereby oxygenated, and the

congeftion which had taken place on the
right fide of the heart, relieved. The oxy-
genation of the blood is the ultimate end
of fighing, as, indeed, it is of every a& of
infpiration; the exciting caufe is a phyfical
one, namely, the diftention of the larger

blood-veflels of the pulmonary fyftem: figh-
ing, therefore, may take place in every cafe
of continued grief, or forrow, from whatever

caufe thefe proceed. It alfo often takes 'placr: |
from bodily caufes, which produce a diminu-
tion of ftrength, or torpor' in the wﬁqlc frame,
efpecially in the organs of refpiration; and
therefore we find that it is 2 common attend-
ant on almoft every cafe of chronic weaknefs,
-fuchas the various ﬁomachi_c complaints which
- _¢come under the denomination of dyfpepfia;
amenorrhea alfo, and hyfteria, hfdrothurax.
péripneumonia
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peripneumnni#. notha, all produce fighing ;
but fobbing is the peculiar effect of certain
kinds of mental pain only. When the pain
to which we apply the name of grief is pow-
erful, and recent, and the ideas which give
rife to it are of fuch a nature as to fall on
the mind by repeated concuflions, as it were,
the fenforial impreflions of thefe ideas are
tranfmitted to the diaphragm with the fame
kind of forcible repetition as the ideas a&
on the brain.” Thefe impreflions, when théy
arrive at the extremities of the nerves fup-
plying the diaphragm, act like phyfical ftimu-
li to th;u: mufc_le_; and throw it into an inter-
rupted, convulfive a&ion. On the one hand,
therefore, the mechanical- ftimulus, aﬁﬁng
from the diftention of the pulmonary artcry'
and vein, together with the want of oxygena-
tion of the blood, which are circumftances
common to all kinds of grief, are caufes which
produce the.ac of deep infpiration, and figh-
ing; and on the other hand, the peculiar mode-
in which the painful ideas act caufes the ex-
ternal air to be often interrupted, and thus the
phenomena of fobbing are fuperadded to thofe
of fighing, .

Upon

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 180 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=180

182 ON GRIEF AND MELANCHOLY,

- Upon what general phyfiological principle:
do griéf and forrow aé, fo as to produce the
various phenomﬂna before mentmned ?--a oan

- The-'cniﬁmon way of EaiC{:du'ntiing_"fGr them
is, by faying that grief and forrow, and"the‘if-'
mddiﬁc’ﬁfib’ns,' are deprefling, or debilita-ting’
paflions ; ‘and hence fhey always occafion a

- diminifhed a&tion which' muft be followed by’
general Eérp’i:ﬁ' and languor.’ But this ‘is ‘ot
explaining any thing ; 3 for the queftion is; in
what wa}r do they produce this deprefﬁorfl of

~ vital energy,- this fenfe’ of univerfal weaknefs|
ané languor 2 > In the chapter on Irnl:abihfty Ji:
endeavum—ed to confirm “the opinion of the
late Dr. Joun BRown, ~that debility may be
produced by ‘very oppofite kinds of caufes:
firft, d‘ii*eé‘tl'y,' by withdr&wihg or diminifhing
the quantity of natural ftimuli which fupport :
all a&xon and, ﬁ;aﬂd@, by the aftion of too
great ftimulants ; by which the whole body, or
the parts on which their action is exerted, are -
left ina flate which is very properly called ndi-

174 dﬁéﬁ!ﬁ.{y Itis to be recollected that the
ftimuli which produce indirect debility areof
two kinds, cne of which evidently excites ac-

® thII
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%ion inthe vafcular. fyftem, ‘the other exhaufts
E principles of " life . quickly, butin al very
obfcure manner, without any evident previous
1increafe of vafcularadionnwhatevers - The de-
bilitating - powers-of grief {tem .to-operate
in this laft -mentioned manner ; sthey -exhauft
the irritability of the fyftem:without a pre-
vious increafe of vafcular a&ion. When a
perfon is fuddenly informed of fome melan-
choly event that deeply aifeffi:s ‘hiss life, -for-
tune, or fame, his: whole ﬁreng;th feems -at
once to leave him ; the muﬁ:les ‘which: fupport
him are all relaxed;i~and he' feéls- asbif - his
knees gavelway.undcr,hlm- In many cafes he
aBually finks ‘down. In- fome people the
fenforial’ fmpreﬁign ‘exhaufts. the: drritability
- fo’ completely as to ‘caufe the a&ion of the
hearr-and arteries, “and. organs of refpiration
to ceafe,.-and: the perfon then falls into a
{woon, as it is called. The irritability is
Mlowly:and: .fcan.tily':r_-regé;ined' during this
fwoon, and thercfore it often contirlues a- great
length of time. = When it is fufficiently accu-
mulated-in the fyftem to render the/perfon
{enfible of the common external ftimuli; fuch

= as
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as heat and light, he'awakens from the torpid
{tate in which hc.’liy,'_buzfth'en the melancholy '
-thought” may again :recur to his mind, in
which ‘cafer-it again produces a renewal of
‘the fyncope. - This effeét may take place re.
peatedly, and ultimately lay the foundation
for many chronic complaints of the nervous -
kind®  noific aslugisv s -

- Caufes of deep grief,’ when not clearly fore,
feen, may, in certain habits, exhauft the irri-
tability and  power of the nerves fo muchas
to produccall the phenomena of fleep.. This

fleep is generally of the comatofe kind, or

mixed with catalepfy. Of both thefe kinds
of infenfibility, I have feen very remarkable
inftances; in which this ftate of torpor has
continued feveral days, during which the per-
fon has not taken any food whatever, - -

- When grief or forrow continue permanent
for a great length of time, they occafion much

- - diforder, both in mind and body, from which
the difeafe called melancholy originates. But
it is to be obferved, that, although i it'is ge-
nerally
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nerally confidered as a difeafe of the mind,
‘and appears for the moft part to arife from
mental, or moral caufes ; yet it certainly feems
at times to arife from an hereditary fault of
the conftitution, for it often pervades feveral
‘branches of one and the fame family : it be-
comes, then, a matter of doubt, how we ought
to proceed in our inqui'ry. If wefollow the pro=
grefs of grief until it terminates in melancholy
and delirium, we may appear to be rﬁf:rely_ give
ing a hiftory of that paffion; and if, on the
other hand, we break off at this place, and be-
gin a defcription of melancholy, confidered
as a diftinct difeafe, and as it arifes from
conftitutional and’corporeal caufes, we mdy
be blamed for want of method, and for having
left the hiftory of Grief incomplete. Tt is
worthy of -remark, that when melancholy
takes it fource in conftitutional and corporeal
caufes, yet toa fuperficial obferver it always
appears to be the effet of occafional grief and
forrow ; for the moft ftriking chara®er of the
difeafe is dejection of mind, or conftant fad-
nefs, and in fat the aberiation’ of reafon
which fo frequently nccursiin'thiscom'plﬁiht_
_ Js generally the immediate offspring, of melan-

L

choly
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choly ideas;, and again,- as/ deep: grief when
greatly augmented, terminates-in defpair, and
as-the  ideas:which-difturb thé: happinefs of 3
‘melancholy  patient roften” do ithe: fame, ‘and,
alfo, as -defpair; whether itiarjfes.-=ffﬁm':g:rjé£.. :
accidentally excited, or from the difeafe-called
mﬂaucholy, generally terminates.in a fimilar
- manner, .1t 18 sevident that! by itracing ami‘ 5
ﬁmﬂung the hiftory of Melancholy, we. alfq,
complete, <ina, great. meafure; -the hiftory of
Grief. T arﬁ;ﬁbopp to thew, then, the progrefs .
of grief and melancholy, as they tefminate in
- defpair, fuicide,;and murder ; but-it is tobe =
recollected that, thefe are far from:being:the :
confiant effécts ﬂlther of grief or; melancholy;
they are only. @ccaﬁnnal ones, though, un-
'fortunately, they.. happen but ‘too frequently.
Grief, however ‘great, may gradually fubfide;
a.nd melanchqu, in certain’ con&nutmns, never
produces greater.. ‘mifchief thanc dejection of
mind, and gradual decay, or confumption of :
bﬂdﬂy firength, whlch the patient fuftains for
many years,. art.d then dies exhaufted. Now;,
as-grief and mclanchnly have ivarious. termi=
natu:uns, it becomes; nﬁcaﬂ‘ary to. take a full
1gefio sisibs aiai 5dy yiles viﬂﬂ :

3‘*!
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- view of one before we proceed to another, ‘and
therefore, after having difplayed  the ‘nature
of the delirium which now'and then arifes in
melancholy, we fhall return to the other ‘ter-
minations of the paflion, and give a complete
hiftory of the mental charaer of this. com-
plaint. After having done this, the ‘attention
muft be turned to the corporeal caufes.

.l -

When any caufe of deep grief and forrow
1s prefent to the mind, it frequently gains
fuch a force as almoft totally o exclude all
thoughts except thofe which, upon the prin-
ciple of affociation, are conneded with it.
As the attention is ftrongly excited byit, a
perfon feels an irkfomenefs when much ex-
‘poled to impreflions on his exterrial fenfes ;
for although thefe impreffions. do'not_ produce
a clear reprefentation in the mind, inafmuch
as the attention of the perfon cannot be dlrf:&_.
ed for a fuﬁimcnt lengrh of time to thf:m yet

| N L

they nece’ifaniy reach rhf; mmd and as. it

were, 1rr1té1e;r. Thfrc 1s RO cat}fc thch pre-
vents the cxternal unpreﬂinn from bemg con-
-veytd to thc bram, and when i 11; pmduces a fen-

2O R

{orial
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forial imp,reﬁibn there, it operatesin aflight de.
gree on attention, {o as to withdraw it for a fe.
cond or two, but the attention is immediately
afterwards re-excited by the prevailing ideas;
and thus when a melancholy perfon is expofed
to ftrong 1mpre£i’uns on the external fenfes, he
-experiences an- uneaﬁnefs or mental irritation
which is much more 1nfupportabie than grief
: 1tfeIf he therefore avoids for:lety, and the
converfation of his friends ; he loves quiet,
{olitude, and darknefs, and in thefe he broods :
in filence on the thoughts which feem to him |
fo materially to affe& his intereft or happinefs.

* The melancholic perfon, for fimilar reafons,
avoids bodily exercife ; and thus, - that which
is a firft effe® of the debilitating powers of
thefe mental affections becomes an agent of
greater debility. Indeed, this is altogether
the charadér and nature of every pamful‘
paffion. Every ‘effet becomes an active
caufe of a new feries of baneful confcqucnces. :
‘The lofs of vital energy which is occa-
fioned by grief, or forrow, and th; wgnt"b‘f
exercife, capfe a deficiency of 'ﬁﬁpﬂite and of

e - the
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- the powers of concoction and chylification.
Nor is this to be wondered at when we reflect
on the torpor which pervades the whole frame,
and the great alteration which grief occafions
in the circulatory {yftem. The want of action
in the veffels of the fkin occafions a fympa-
thetic affection of the ftorhach. There is a
fingular affetion of this organ which is almoft
peculiar to grief ; it confifts in a violent pain,
which is commonly felt at the pit of the

 fromach, and is often fo great as to caufe the

| perfun to emit deep and involuntary groans,
b:_‘ moanings; when it is very violent it ge-
nerally terminates in a regular hyfterical fit, or
' in convulfions, or in a mild and low delirium,
which feldom continues above twelve hours.

Of this fingular affection I have lately met
with feveral cafes, all of them proceeding from
deep grief. This pain might eafily be mif-
taken, in fome cafes, for gaftritis, or inflam-
mation of the ftomach, if a perfon was not
very attentive to all the {ymptoms; for it
often is permanent for fome days, duoring
the whole of which time the patient vomits
whatever is fwallowed. Now the conftant

' and
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‘and acute pain, and the vomiting on taking
food, might eafily deceive a practitioner. ¢
may be diﬁingtfi.ﬂled, however, from gaftritis
by  the pulfe, the ftate of the {kin, and the
general expreffion of the countenance; for thé’
pulfe is feldom quick, and the fkin is generally
cold, and, toadiferning eye, the difeafe may
often be read 1n the looks of the patient.

-~ As a phyfician, however, like every other
man, may be decelved in the’ 3udgments he. .
forms from any txpreﬁ'ion of countenance, ef-
pecially as bodily pain often caufes the features
to affume the look of dejection, ‘and forrow;
he muft not truft to it alm_ie. - 1 have feen this

- kind df'ga_f’trqrdynia,.in two inftances, _’fnllo_ﬁéd '
by an hemorrhage from the ftomach, lungs,
~and uterus.. . This painful affe@ion from gricf
is alm'_aﬁ .pf;_éuliar to females, for, on their de-
~ licate’ frame, mental caufes of everj' kind

operate, in general, much more powerfully
than on men. |

~As_grief -anﬂ forrow, and. their modifica-
t.wns, caufe a preternatural accumulation of
B : blood
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blood in' the larger blood-veflels, owing; ina
great “degree, to the torpor and inirritability
of the heart and arterial fyftem; and" as ‘the
_vcﬂ'els of the liver are, from’ their ﬁz:: and
fituation, liable’ ‘to be ‘mitich”affe@eéd by all
fuch changes, ‘it is natural to’ imagine’ that °
the fundions 'of this vifcus'fhould be greatly
changed, owing to the untifual load of blood
which is.thrown on it; and the unufual flow-

nefs with which it is circulated, There can
be no doubt that the bile, in many melancholic
patients, is cdmpl'f:tc’l}r'-'altered*from what it is
in health. : “In-a great number ‘it has ‘been
found of a deep green celaur in others of ‘a
dark brown and in others of a brownifh black.
In many, efpcmally in thofe in whom it is
found of a dark colour,”it has been obferved
“to be: preternaturally thick “and tenacious”
This circumftance is taken notice of,‘not ‘only
by HirrocraTes and GarEx, but is very par-
ticularly defcribed by the celebrated Bosgr:
- Haave, who fays, that the black bile of -me-
lancholic patients is of a thick -ccrnﬁ[’te-ﬁce,_
like pitch. But this affertion is not exadly

true;; for although the bile is often changed

. in
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in its qualities, yet I have met wi_th_ many,

in whofe alvine evacuations there were ng

:ippca:anccs which indicated any fuch aiter; :

ation to have taken place ; and I am inclined

to believe that when it does occur in melan.
choly patientls, it is always to be ponﬁdei*.c_d
as the confequence of the difeafe, and not
as ?he'cau'fe, which the Greek phyficians fup.
pofed it to be. That fuch bile produces
mifchief when once it is formed, cannot be
doubted; and as difeafes of the abdominal
vifcera, more efpecially thofe of the fromach
and liver, occafion feelings of anxiety, and
the feelings of anxiety occafion dejection
of mind, ‘it will; doubtlefs, tend to aggravate
the primary complaint. The ftomach be-
comes difordered, the acion of the inteftines
becomes irregular, the fecretion of . bile is al-

- tered, and the patient is troubled with flatu-
lency, fyxﬁpa_thct_icdhead-ach, vertigo, -and
many other diftrefling fympmms; Logrry, de
Melancholia, Tom. I. p. 180, and Bactrivy,
Prax. Med. lib. i. cap. xiv. f. 4, and Fr.
Horeman, Med. Syft. Tom. IV. p. 377
narrate cafes of jaundice, and dropfy, arifing

3 : % - from~
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from laﬁ_g;coqtinped gr_'ief. AL_].:;'K- TRALLIEN,
lib. i. p.-16. mentions a cafe of palfy, and
Bo~erus a cale of aphama, Med: Sept, lib. ii.
fec. xviii. cap. iv.

The ,faulty flate of the ftomach a:nd intef=

~ tines, and the negie&iof food and exercife, foont
caufe a great change in.the countenance of .
the patient: The whole fat is abforbed, and
the face grows thin and  emaciated, and its
mufcles weak and relaxed ; the ddipofé fup-
port of the eye-ball is gradually ditinifhed ;
and hence the funken eye, and hollow focket:
The. bloom of health difappears, and the
whole countenance grows pale and dejected.

Together with thefe phyfiognomicil znfig=
nia of grief, there is another which feems to
ftrike all painters, but which is neither a con=
ftant or peculiar attendant on this paffion, for
it is common to many others; I mean the
eye-brows being drawn together, and a little
‘downward at the fame time, as if the perfon
frowned. This a&ion of thefe patts arifes
- whenever attention is deeply engaged with any

idea; and as I have already faid, is by no -

Vor. 11, O means .
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means peculiar to grief, 1t is, furely; needlefs
to nb{'erve, that if thefe diforders are not cor-

~ re@ed, the ftrength and health uf the perfun
muft ultimately give way. :

~This difordered ftate of bodily health, as it
is afource of many painful feelings, neceffarily
augMEnts the unhappinefs of the fufferer, and
gives him'a ftrong difrelifh fot life; for what
can attach a man to the world if it be not the
“enjoyments he dérives from his exiftence, ‘or
elfe a firong fenfe of moral duty. No man,
however, who is opprefled with grief, and who
is conftantly preyed’ on by mental and bodily
pain, can be fuppofed capable of exercifing
‘his judgment at ‘all times correétly; a frefh
‘misfortune, imaginary or real, excites an i
refiftible’ defire of relief tired out, hnpcie{s,‘
difmayed by the threatcmng afpect of many a
bur{hng cloud ;- “difcerning nothing;. which :
ever way he. looks, bita drearyand comfort-
Tefs life; how can he be fuppofed capable of
| takmg a clear; calm, 4nd comprehenfive view
- .of the nblxgatmns he owes his Creator, or fo--
ciety 3 or of reflecting on the fudden viciffi-
e : ' tudes
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tudes which daily occur in human life, and
on which every man may fafely form fome
hope, even in the moft diftrefled fituation?
The wretchednefs of life, is the only picture
prefent to the mind of one in whom grief has
terminated in fuch a ftate of deep melan-
choly ; the only objefts of comparifon are
the mifery of exiftence, on the one hand, and
the relief he can obtain by withdrawing him-
felf from it on the other.

sy

What if fome little payne the paffage have,
That makes frayle flefh to fear the better wave ?
Is not {hort payne well borne that bri;mgs long eafe,

. And layes the foule to {leep in quiet grave ? &
Sleep after toyle, port after flormy feas, :
Eafe after warre, death afier life, doth greatly pleafe.

% ] : ' SPENSER.

=3

Such is the picture of that ftate of mind °
which is called defpair, and which caufesa
man to form the refolution of fuicide. It may

- be confidered as a delirium, inafmuch as it is
impoffible for the perfon to ufe his judgment
corre@tly ; and yet, in a philofophical point
of view, it may be contended that our judg.

(8] 2 : - ment
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ment is never more corret. Judging arifes
from the comparing of thoughts ; and every
objeét that employs judgment: has its"ail-lied
ideas, which are the obje&s of comparifon:
but if no other thoughts can come into a

- man’s mind than the wretchednefs of his life,
and the relief he is likely to obtain by death;
and that his feeling of wretchenefs is aug-
mented by frefh misfortunes, ‘and bodily difs
order, it cannot be expected that the judgment
will be the fame as in a man who is influenced
by ftrong religious and moral principles, and
who confiders at the fame time, that an act
of fuicide is a crime of the higheft nature,
becaufe it 1s a violence offered to the eﬂab-t .
lithed laws and evident end of human exift-
ence, as an injury done to fociety by the bad
example it fets, and as an injuftice to his

family, by the dtfgrace which it imparts to
themo g .

The ideas which drive a per['on to defpalr,
and to the determination which has been men-
tmngd are as various as-the fources of human
afiliGtion ; thedread of poverty and want, the

£ = : ~ hopes,
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hopes, in which we often injudicioufly place
too much of our happinefs, intirely blafted ;
cither honeft or falfe pride humbled by public
or private contempt ; ambitious views fud-
denly and unexpecedly dlfappomted and
added to thefe, the pains of the body ; -fuch is
the general character of the motives which
lead to the commiffion of fuicide. Thefe are
real motives, the ideal ones are not lefs nume-
rous; ‘for when once an idea, by its being
often prefented to the mind, has gained fuch
a degree of force and vividaefs as to command
belief, it is of ne confequence as to its effects;
whether it originated in a real or an imaginary
- caufe. There are two very common ideal
fources of defpair, that terminate in fuicide,
which may be mentioned here, ‘though they -
have already come under our obfervation: the -
one is religious defpondency, -or a belief that
4 perfon is forfaken by the Almighty, or is an
‘object ‘of his' anger and’ cannot be forgiven’
and the fecond ‘is the idea “that a perfon is fo
‘much bereft” of underftanding as to be totally
unfit for the dlfcharge of> the:common duties
of hfc. Thr: firft of thefe is often accidentally
' excited
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excited by the 1n_}ud1c10us I had almoft i'z,ld :
criminal, mifreprefentation of the intentions of
the Almighty towards individuals, which many ‘
Methodiftical orators paint in fuch'language
as cannot fail to ftrike terror into weak minds,
to the great injury of fociety, and the ru_ir'ruﬁ.
private tranquillity.

The other difeafed ideas, which it has been
faid terminate, at times, in defj patr;. are the
notions that a perfon is deprived of the pew-
ers of reafon, and, confequently, muft fink
into poverty, and become a burthen to his
friends. 1 have to obferve, that fuch ideas fel.
dom originate but in thofe who have fome he-

 reditary difpofition to melancholy, and whofe
nervous {yftem n_:laly therefore be fuppofed tobe
<cafily _difordfred,: {o as‘to yield obfcure, p’ain‘-'
Aful. impreflions. They may, doubtlefs, alfo
arife gr;ém_-imprudt_:nt over-ftraining : of the fa-
culties, as-happensin men who havefpent the
greatelt part of their life in intenfe ftudy ; for

in ;'ﬁlch cafes the frame becomes Weaken&d and
difedfed for.want of exercife; and the mind
-bcmg too much excluded from gay, agrecable
D152 1mprtﬂ'ion5:
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impreffions, the nervous principle alfo being
greatly exhaufted, difeafed feclings, and dii-
cafed ideas are thcreb}r apt to be produced.

Inftead of taking up much time in endea-
vouring to draw a piture of the general train
of thoughts, which fucceed each other in the
mind of a perfon who is-affected by this melan-
choly and painful impreffion, I fhall. extract
and tranflate a few paflages from the journal of

a fcl-f-_mu-rdéreg: of this defeription, which are
contained in Vol.I. of the Pfychological
Magazine, which, -with afew exceP;iogjs;,.;&e_
pending on difference of fituation, country,
and educdtion, may be confidered as a gene-
ral portrait of what paffes in the minds of
all fuch men, for fome time 'prev:i_ous‘ to the
accomplithment of the horrid deed. |

¢ It has pleafed the Almighty to weaken
~*“ my underftanding, to undermine m}r reafon, °
¢ and to render me unfit for the di[chargﬂ of
‘¢ my duty. My blood rolls in billows and
“ torrents of defpair—It muft have. wvent—
* How? I poffefs a place to which I am a
¢« difhonor,
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«< difhonor, mafmu::h as I am incapable of

€ dlfchargmw it pmperl}r—l prevent fome

« better man from .doing it more juftice,

<« This piece of bread, wh1ch I lament is alj
~ « that T have to fupport myfelf and family,
~ “ even this I do not merit; I eat it in fin, .
«¢and yet I live ! Killing thought ! whicha

<« confcience, hitherto uncorrupted, infpires—

< 1 have a wife, alfo, and my child reproaches

* me with its exiftence, But you do’ not

¢¢ know, my dear friends, that if my unhappy

«-life is' not fpeedily ended, my weak "head

<< will require all your care, and I fhall be-

¢ come a burthen rather than an‘afliftanceto '

#¢ you. It is better that I yield myfelf a timely

¢ facrifice to misfortune, than by permi;ting' |

e ;;he delufion te continue lbngﬂf; I confume

f¢ the laft farthing of my wife’s inheritance—

e It is the duty of every one to do that which

¢¢ his fituation” réquirés—-—'fcafdn' commands
* (¢ it—religion approves.. My lif:,’ fuch as it -
4% 1s, 1s a2 mere animal life, devoid of reafon:
“ in my mind, a life which ftands in oppofi-
¢ tion to duty is moral death, and worfe than
¢¢ that which is natural, In_fas.fquf of the few

¢ whofe
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«¢“whofe life T 'cannot render happy, it is at
- #¢ leaft my duty not to become an oppreffion.
<« I ought to relieve them from a weight
¢« which, fooner or later, cannot fail to crufh
¢ them.?” |

It would be tedious, and it is quite unne-
ceflary to tranflate more of this journal, fince
it is all in the fame ftrain as the above. Mr.
Grave, an Aulic counfellor, and government
minifter, at Infterberg, who fent the papers
to the editors of the Magazine, {ays, ‘that the
unfortunate man fent his wife to church, on
Sunday, May 13th, ‘1983, and after writing
an addition to his journal, he' took a pair of
fciffars and: cut his throat, but did not kill
h1mfelf He then opened the -arteries of the
wrift, and again- failed in deftroying himfelf;:
he ftaggered to the window, and faw his wife
returning home, upon which héfeized a knife
ufed for kill-ifng of deer, and- ftabbed himfelf
in' the heart. -~ He: was lying weltering in
blood, when his wife came in, but was not
quite dead. Mr. Grave adds; that he was
2 man of undefﬁanding, and of a lively wit.

He
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He pofleffed a great deal of theoretical learn.
ing. His heart was incorruptibly honeft,
Like every calm and determined felf-mur.
derer, he was pmud; but his’p_ri.d_e was not
the pri&e of rank, of riches, or of learning;
but that divine pride which arifes from a con-
{cioufnefs of incoffuPtible honcf’_cy; and of
being pofiefied of good powers of mind. The
- office he held was that of affiftant judge, ina
fmall and lately inftituted college of juftice,
at Infterberg.  His mother ‘had. been ' once
deranged in her mind. 55
Another very common termination of de-
fpair is in murder. A perfon may be deter-
mined to this a& by a variety of thpughts:; e S
melancholic perfon may falfely ‘imagine that -
his relations and friends are combined to " ruin -
him, or kill him; his fears and anger point
: thém out as objeéts of revenge ; if it proceeds
from poverty, he may confider the deftruion
of his wife and children as a means of libera-
ting thcn} from pain. A perfon driven- to
defpair by difappointment, .or perfecution, is
ftimulated to murder, in general, from a kind
. of
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of paffion approaching to the nature of re-
venge, as is the cafe of many difappointed
lovers. But there is another very frequent

caufe of murder in fuch people, I meana
ftrong inclination: which they have to termi-
nate their own exiftence. That a man whofe
health of body and energy of mind are greatly
weakened and difturbed, and who has no other

thought which engages his attention but his
own miférable fituation, and who in addition
to fuch circumftances has probably to contend
with poverty, obfcurity, difappointment, and
neglect, fhould ar laft give way to the force of
his defire for death, and lofe all command of
mind, and puta voluntary end to his exiftence,
are circumftances which do not require any fur-
ther elucidation or that 2 man driven to de-
{pair by.a rﬁpetman of misfortunes; and who
yields to the idea that he is entirely cut off from
every hope of relief, thould do the fame thing,
isalfo fuﬂiczently intelligible ; butit 1s.a matter
of curious inquiry to attempt a difcovery of
thofe aéts of judgrnehr, which p'rornpt fuch
~miferable men, whofe only object is to efcape
from life, to transfer the a& of cruelty from
their
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their own perfons to thofe of others. The ge.
nerality of people are fatisfied in averyeafy way
concerning this fingular phenomenon. They
fa‘y’fuc‘h men are mad ; what ne ccﬁity, then, ‘
is there for any further inquiry into the rcafon
'of their actions ? ? - To which I anfwer, thatas
no madman ever commits a voluntary .ac .
s without a motive, the queftion of curiofity is,
What~ motive it is which pfompﬁs fuch a per-
fon to dc[’cruy an innocent being, and perhaps
the one he is moft fond of, while the princi-
pal defire in his mind, and which, ‘in a great
degree, occafions his erroneous’ judgment, is
thf: with of putting a pf:rmd to his own exift-
ence; for I hope T need not repeat, that it is
of fuch men only that the prefent queﬁmn 1S,
The fac itfelf is too notoriois to-be denied 5
the firft phenomenon by which defpazr, ar:ﬁng.
from a defire of ¢afe’ from’ pain’ thrnugh the

medium of death, ethblts 1tfclf IS often the
murdt‘r of - another; dneiissar e lInsi Rl ol

* Let not this expreﬂicn he. canfoundf.d w1th a rz:gﬁ:rza :

‘able afly as'is too frcquﬂntly ths cafe'in common convcrfa- :
tlﬂﬂr ] - v sk - 4

In
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In many inftances it evidently {prings from
an erroncous judgment in regard to the nature
of crimes. A perfon bent on death thinks it
lefs eriminal to deftroy another than to com-
mit fuicide. ‘The idea in his mind is, that he
is forcibly put to death in the one cafe, where-
as in the other he countera&s the laws of na-
ture ; and in general this notion is combined
with very falfe religious opinions. The two
following cafes which put this matter ina clear -
point of view, and exhibit the whole train of -
thoughts which impel people to' fuch afls, are
both of them tranflated from the Plychologi=
cal Magazine, The firft is related in Vol. III,
part 3, p. 35, and the other in Vol. I. part 2.
p: 10. -

Cafe I. - ¢ A young woman, Marcarer K,
23 years old, was fent to the houfe of cor—
rection, in Onolzbach, in Sep. 17:¢, on

“ account of various mifdemeanours which
fhe had committed. She was received, as
fuch perfons ufually are, with blows and
“ ftripes. One of the blows of the whip
“ made ufe of for this cruel purpofe wound-

L11 cd

L 11

£<

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 204 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=204

206  ON GRIEF AND MELANCHOLY,

¢c ed her feverely in the left breaft, and gave

e her the moft acute pain. This treatment
« made fo deep an impreffion on her mind,

* that the began to deteft life, and in order

“ to get rid of it {he determined to commit
<« murder. She thought that by fo doing the

¢ would have time allowed her for repentance,

¢¢ which fhe knew ﬂie could not have were

<« fhe to deftroy herfelf,

¢ She premeditated her defign in cold
<< blood, and accomplifhed it on another wo-
- ¢ man in the following manner:

¢ One Sunday the complained of being ill,
¢ and requefted to be excufed from attf:ndin_g'_
€ divine fervice. A fimple and half.fatuitous
¢ girl, of the name of Meberin, was allowed
° to attend her. Marcarer K. convinced

- ¢ this girl that there was no hope of their
¢ being .reli'eired-from their prefent miferable
* fituation but by their both confenting to
¢ die; and {he propofed to Meperix to kill
- her firft. . The girl was foon reconciled to
¢ the propofition, and the only condition fhe
- ¥ ' ] "rnadc-l
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¢ made was that her companion fhould not
¢ hurt her. She ftretched herfelf out, and
« the murderefs accomplithed the horrid
¢ crime by cutring the girl’s throat. Mepz-
“ riN {uftained the blow with perfeét re-
“ fignation, and died foon after.” I inter-.
rﬁpt the relation at this part merely to fay,
that I omit tranflating thofe paflages in the
'nriginal which defcribe the cruelties that were
infli¢ted on this unhappy woman on her firft
reception in the houfe of correttion, and
which occafioned her crime. They only prove
with what inhumanity many of the keepers of
fuch places abufe their power. I proceed to
tranflate that part of her examination which
throws light on the ftate of her mind.

"¢« Upon being afked, in the court of Juftice,
“ what could induce her to commit {o horrid a
- “ deedas the murder of her fellow prifoner, fhe -
“ anfwered, fear for the fharp blows, and pain
« fhe knew fhe had to fuftain in the houfe of
“ corre@tion. She thought. within herfelf, If
“ I take away my own life, my foul is loft for
“ ever; but if I murder another, although in
' ¢ that
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« that cafe I alfo muft forfeit my life, fill §
ge Ihz_ill have time to repent, and God wilj
¢¢ pardon me. When the was afked if fhe had
-#¢ no hatred againft the deceafed, orif fhe had
¢ ever received any ill-ufage from- her, the
¢ anfwered, ¢ That the deceafed -had never
¢ done her anf injury ; and if any thing vexed
¢ her (the deceafed), fhe always came to her
¢ to make hcr complamts '

e Upon being afked if fhe flept quietly
°¢ after having committed fo horrid an ac,
¢¢ {he an{wered, that ¢ fhe prayed to God be-
« fore going to bed, and flept well, and when
£ fhe awoke, fhe again prayed :

¢ She appcared perfe&ly’calm' and collected
¢ during her trial, and until the nature of her
¢ crime was explained to her; and when fhe
s underftood that fo far from her having taken
¢ the road to happinefs, fhe had drawn the
¢ eternal wrath of God upon herfelf' fhe wept
£e bltterly. H e . o

"y

"~

¢« The
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¢ The phyfician who attended her afcribed
¢ the crime to defpair, and tedium vite; but
¢ the law would not underftand the hint.””

¢ Daniin VOELRNER was born in Fried-
¢ land, fix (German) miles from Koningf-
““ burg, in Pruffia. He loft his father when
“ he was fourteen years old, about which
¢ time he was put apprentice to a‘ﬂmemaker.
¢ After his apprenticethip was ﬁniﬂ‘xtd, he
¢ went to Dantzic, with a view of profecuting
«< his trade ; but before he could get work
_« enough to fupport himfelf, his travelling
¢ cheft, containing all his tools, was ftolen -
«¢. from him.
¢« As it was not poffible for him to work
¢ without thefe, he enlifted himfelf for fix-
¢ teen years in the fervice of his Danith Ma-
© % jefty, and was fent to Copenhagen.

“Although, according to his own account,
¢ he experienced ma-ny ‘hardfhips from his
¢ officers, yet he completed his fixteen years -
«duty ; after which he refolved to vifit his

Vor. I1. P ““ native
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< native home ; but on his journey thither
¢« he met with a d'iﬁ:hé.rg'ed' foldier, whofe
« name was Vormawn, and who was a free.
¢« man, and fhoemaker, in Meyburgh, on the .
« borders of Mecklenburg'. He engaged
¢ himfelf with this man, but the bufinefs did
¢ not pleafe him, and he quitted it the fame
« day he began it, He went to an alehoufe,
« and enlifted himfelf in the cavalry, and on
* the 11th of March, 1753, was dranghted
¢t into the reglmcnt of Winterfheim. '

- 553 wnuld_ appear, that froni- this period to
“ May 23d, murderous ideas fprang up in his
 mind ; and, unhappily, it alfo appeared
¢ that thefe owed their origin to religious
« enthufiafm. His ideas of the happinefs of
¢« a future life were of the moft vivid kind,
¢ fince they terminated in wearinefs of life,
¢¢ and in the deﬁre of throwing off his mortal
« burthen. ' The only way which prefented
« itfelf to his mind to obtain this defirable
“ end was to forfeit his life by murder; after’
e the accomphﬁlment of which a&, he ima-

¢ gined
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« gined he would have time enough to make
¢ his peacc with God

¢ According to the teftimony of his com-
«¢ rade and bedfellow, TrHoMAS GEIMRO:Ti-;,
 this man lived a pious life, finging religi-
¢ ous hymns, and reading g’odlf,r books, one
 of which he offered his companion, for his
¢ edification. He often admonithed Grrm-
«« RoTH to become devout, adding, that he
¢ himfelf had been very wild in his youth,
*¢ but that he now was in the right way.

"< One night, when in bed, the idea of
¢ teazing VOELKNER 2 little, on account of
& his extravagant piety, occurred to GEIM~
¢ rorH; he faid, he looked upon it to be a
“ thing unreafonable in fome people to aét fo
* uncommonly devout a part, as if witha
¢ view of making it appear that they alone
< merited happinefs hereafter. Upon which
¢ VorrLkner anfwered, it was extremely un-
** juft in him to think fo, and immediately
 began to cry out, I maft, Twill b¢ bappy here=
* after. Thefe words he repeatedly uttered

P2 « with
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«¢ with aloud and harfh voice, toffing his legs
¢ and arms about in a violent manner, and
¢ ftarting from one part of the bed to ano.
 ther, After this idea of his being deter-
« 'fﬁinc_d, with all his might, to become hap-
¢ py had dwelt fome time in his mind, he
< broke forth in forrowful complaints about
« his paft life, and began to exclaim, I an
< come to this at laft ; I am come to this at laff,;
¢ which words he repeated three or four times. |
¢« Upon his companion afking him to what
“ he was come ? he anfwered the fame thing.

- According to VOELKNER’S own teftimony,
- he had long entertained the idea of murder-
¢ ing a child, becaufe he thought that after

¢ having confefled, and made his peace with -

- «« God, he would foon reach that place, and
< that happy life for which he fighed. Three

< weeks previous to the a&, he fuffered

<« indefcribable anxicty, and uneafinefs. It

¢ appeared to him as if he was obliged to

<¢ kill fome one. On fome nights he flept

 well, on others not at all; but the idea

o of
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< ‘of murdering fome one always returned with
¢ the light of day.

“'¢¢ Three days before he committed the

- < crime, he went to the church-yard; and
¢ played with the children who were there,
£ .mtendmg, if he had an opportumt}', to kill
«¢_one of them. 1 :

weaEAY laﬂ?, on the 23d of May, in the even-

« ing, he accomplithed his horrid purpofe.
« A little girl, who had a companion at the
«« houfe where VoELKNER was quartered, came
¢ that evening'to pay her a vifit. The landlord
-« of the houfe, and his comrade, were both
£ gur;e out about an hour before. VoELkNER
« invited the two little girls to his room, and
« divided between them his fupper ; immedi-
« ately after which, placing his hand on the
<« forehead of one of them, he bent her head
“« back, and with a knife, which he had
« {harpened on purpofe a day or two before,
¢« he cut her throat. He then went to the
¢« guard-houfe, furrendered himfelf, told what
¢ he had done, and acknowledged that it now
; ¢ caufed
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¢ caufed him much regret. He was im.
« mediately taken to prifon, where he flept.
¢« calmly the whole night, for he acknow.
¢¢ Jedged that the uncommon unﬁa-ﬁ-l'lﬂfsa he
¢ had experienced for three weeks before

< ceafed upon his committing the act,

¢« During his examination he anfwered like
¢ a reafonable man, and exprefled himfelf |
¢ with precifion, behaving himfelf decently,
« both in word and deed. He narrated the
¢« principal 'ci;cumﬂanc&s of his life, and faid
< he knew perfectly well what confequences
“ were to be expected from fuch an action,
« and that he would be obliged to anfwer it
¢« with his blood. But this thought was,
¢ at that time, by no means difagreeable to
o Rl

"It would appear that’ murder may, in cer-
tain cafes, proceed in a melancholic perfon,
and ‘as an effect of. defpair, from tendernefs
towards the vi&im; the idea which infpires
this horrid determination of mind is, that of

faving the beloved objeét from the fame caufes
of
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of painful ‘diftrefs and afli&ion ‘which prey
on the {pirits of the infane -perfon. Such a
refolution as this feldom takes place until 2
kind of delirium occurs; but this delirium
is-always of fhort duration, and occafioned by
one or more painful ideas, which are diffipated
by the act; and hence, to the generality of
people, - the ‘patient appears aftet the act has
been committed, as one who has the ufe of
- reafon. Itis not like the delirium of maniacs,
which arifes from a difeafed action of  the
blood-veflels of the brain, and is totally in=
“dependent of any mental caufe, and is, alfo,
permanent for a confiderable length of time,
but it is a temporary lofs of judgmient, or °
rather, it is a fudden erroneous judgment,
from the action or renewal of painful theuglgts.

Catuerive Havuscerin, forty-five years
old, was an inhabitant of the village of
Donauworth,  She had been twelve years
married to a man of a fevere and unfeeling
temper; and, excepting a fever, and fome
flight irregularities in regard to her men-

' ftrual
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ftrual  difcharge, was a tolerably healthy
womarn. ) SE TR s 1 mriv

~ About the end of the year 1785, fhe was
* dete@ted in  ftealing milk in the village
where fhe lived. She folicited, in the moft
earneft manner, that the circumftance might
be concealed from her hufband, whom the
dreaded, and fhe obtained a promife to that
purpofe but it was not obferved. At firft
he was told of it in an obfcure way, but
he afterwards difcovered the whole truth.

_ It appeared from the teftimony of feveral
* witnefles that the detection of her fraud had - |
made a deep 1mprcfﬁon on her mind, not
only on account of her good name, but alfo
on account of the treatment fhe was likely
to receive from her hufband, and that in -
confequence of this, the became low and
melancholy, It appears alfo, from the re-
giftered account of her trial, that fhe had
confeffed, and yet (what is very uncommon
with Catholics), it did not relieve her mind,
for fhe prayed often without knowing what
' ’ {he
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fhe f2id ; and fhe had been frequently feized

with violent head-achs, during which fhe was
not confcious of what the did.

It was the 1ft of December, 1786, before
fhe learnt with certainty that her tyrannical
hufband was' acquainted with the theft the
had committed. He had often threatened,
before that time, to kill her if the report
proved true; and he now beat her feverely.
In the court of juftice, however, fhe did
not feem to have any recolle@ion of the
ill-treatment fh@ had received. '

Upon being afked how often her hufband
had beaten her, fhe anfwered, fhe did not
_kn:::W4 ‘her hufband knew, ‘the herfelf had

- No memory.

- After this treatment, fhe went to béd,'
trembling for fear, and dreading worfe ufage
the next day. Her daughter; a little girl
about feven years old, came to her bedfide,
and prayed with her. She had formed the
refolution of leaving her hufband, and afked

her
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her daughter if the would ftay with her father,
This, the girl refufed to do, as fhe was afraid
of him.  After praying devoutly, early in
the morning, the left. her huiband’s houfe,
and took her daughter along with her, and -
alfo her infant, which was only two months
and a half old. - As fhe was about to départ,
the again afked her daughter if fhe would not
rather live with her father ; but the girl an-
fwered the would rather die. The thoughts
which this anfwer occafioned in the mether’s
mind, the mifery and diftrefs which furrounded
her, the fear of what ._migh!:.r happen to her
children in cafe fhe died, and, at the fame
time, her own ardent wifh to finith her exift-
ence, all thefe things caufed her to form the
barbarous refolution of drowning them.

The infant fhe took in her arms, and being
arrived at the border of the Danube, fhe
caufed her daughter to kneel down and pray
to God to deferve a good death. She then
tied the infant in the arms of the girl, bléﬁed' :
them by making the fign of the crofs on them,
and threw both into the river. She afterwards

' retirned
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returned to the village and told what the had
done. Pfychological Magazine, Vol V1. part 3.
P. 47- A [i1oln : sud

Grief and melancholy do not always termi-
 pate cither in a gradual atrophy, or in defpair.
They may be preceded, and are often followed
by, a ftate of fury, as has already been ob-
ferved in the chapter on Delirium ; and, in-
dependently of this, it may terminate in that
mild kind of delirium in which fome imagi~
nary object of thought, accidentally excited,
commands a perfon’s firm belief. |

The termination of melancholy in furious
delirium, or in a flate of mania, is, perhaps,
one of its moft common changes. Previous 8
to the commencement of this violently difor-
dered ftate of the brain, the patient is gene-
rally obferved to be more abfent and me-
lancholy than ufual; he is more filent, alfo,

- but yet there is fomething wild and alarm- .
ing in his looks. He is, at times, greatly
difturbed by his thoughts, and always ap-
pears more or lefs confufed, juft as if there

? was
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was a bf:girining" intoxication, which derang‘ed:
not only the impreflions of external obje&s, '
but alfo the fenforial ones which arife frnm |
hls ideas.

‘Why mf—:lancholy thould, 'in one cafc_, ter-
mmate in, or at leaftalternate, with a fiateof
farious delirium, having all the true character
‘of mania, and, in another cafe, be fuéceedi:d' '
by a very mild aberration of rea{'an, in which
not only the thoughts, but the a&ions of the’
man are 1noﬁ'cnﬁvc, as in the cafe which fol-
lows, is certainly a very interefting fubje& of
inquiry ; but at the fame time, a very intricate
one to develope. The phyfical conftitution
of the patient {_ﬁnught always to be taken 'Jintd
éfthunt ; and it is, perhaps, of all caufes the
one which has the moft influence in producing
one or other of thefe events juft' now men-
tioned, efpecially when they are excited by
mental caufes. The difpofition to irafcibilitjr' -
of temper, and to good humour are born with
'pe_,ﬂple ; for we fee thefe two extremes of men-
tal charater evidently marked in the conduék

~of different infants, long before education
: can
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can have produced any effe& on them. Edu-
cation, indeed, may correct and iinpru_vc, and
alfo hurt and {poil what nature has done;
accordingly we find, on the one hand, that by
means of a judicious controul, violence of
temper may be foftened; and, on the other
hand, a natural amiablenefs of temper may be
rendered rough and offenfive by example, or
by unwife management ; but ftill the natural
character fhall, at times, break forth. No fet
of men have greater opportunities of obferv-
ing this than phyficians, who fee mankind
under the influence of fuch caufes as muft ne-
ceflarily deftroy the effe@s of artificial habits,
Thofe whofe nerves are difpofed from birth
for the eafy reception of pleaful‘:able {enfations,
in whom all the acions of the different {ets of
veflels go on with freedom, and who confe-
quently are of a cheerful difpofition and ami-
able temper, preferve the natural charaer of
that difpofition in every difeafe. If they fuf-
fer either from corporeal or mental caufes, ;
they for the moft part exhibit much patience
and refignation; or if they do exprefs the
pain which they experience, it is in gentle
: 2 -terms,

=
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terms, fuch as always beget more pity and
fympathy in the breaft of the by-flanders,
than the impetuous and often unreafﬁniblé
Eﬂﬁlplaints of thofe whofe difpofition is fo
much oppofed to this; for this other clafs of
men are born with nerves acutely fenfible, and,
eafily irritated, and hence they are conftantly
expofed to caufes of inquietude and pain,
‘While children they are fra&iohs,rill-tempered,
and unruly, and although the offenfive points
of fuch a character may be worn down by a_
judicious mode of education, and they may
be taught a confiderable degree of felf-com-
mand, yet when under fuch impreffions as de-
firoy the degree of attention which is neceffary
in every a& of judgment, the natural pheno-
mena of pain break forth, and they become
peevifh, quarrelfome, and unreafonable; and
this conduét is always augmented by the inju-

- dicious conceffions, or compliarice of their
attendants and friends. |

- The individuals of both thefe claffes may,
doubtlefs, be feized with mania, and that of
an impetuous and ungovernable kind, the

' only
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only difference being in degree; the onebeing
much more unruly than the other; but the
violence of temper which occurs in this dif-
eafe never takes place except the mania ori-
ginate from corporeal caufes, and in fuch as
are ftrongly predifpofed to infanity. Corpo-
real, or phyfical caufes may occafion fuch an
uncommon degree of increafed arterial a&ion
in the brain of the one as well as that of the
other, as fhall be produétive of this violently
deranged ftate; but when mental caufes of

diftrefs operate on thefe two clafles of people,
their effects are generally very different; for
mental pain, like corporeal pain, is borne
with much more eafe by the one than by the
other, and accordingly we find that when
melancholy is thus produced in them, it af-
fumes a different chara@er: in the one cafe,
it is not long borne, if the caufes of grief be
fevere or frequent, without producing defpair
and its attendants; or elfe it terminates in a
furious delirium ; but in the othes cafe, the
caufes of mental pain, although acute, and
often irremediable, thall be fuftained with great
~ Ppatience, and when the judgment at laft begins
- to
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to fail, and a delirium enfues, it is generally
of a mild, though of an equally obftinate kind
as to its removal. Of the firft kind of dﬁli._.;
rium fucceeding melancholy from mental
caufes, fome cafes have already been adduced,
of the other, or milder kind of delirium, fuc-
‘ceeding melancholy from mental caufes, the
following appears to me to be a ftriking in-
ftance. "

« Curistian Gracerr, one of the Gens
“ d’arms of Berlin, was of a harmlefs and
«c quiet difpofition, but rather of a fuper-
¢ ftitious turn of mind. He frequently un-
< derwent harth military difcipline, on ac- .
<« count of a natural ftiffnefs in his joints;
¢ which prevented him from maréhi’ng and
< performing the other parts of his duty. Ia
¢¢ addition to the pain and humiliation which
< this occafioned, he fuffered much from
¢ poverty, and a multiplicity of unfortunate '
« events, which occurred in his family and
¢¢ houfehold affairs.  Thefe circumftances
« foon induced fuch anxiety, as often canfed
¢ him to pafs many fleeplefs nights; and

' « which

N
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¢ which anxiety of mind, according to his
¢ own report, could not be diffipated but by
“ the perufal of pious books. In reading
¢ the Bible, he was firuck with the book of
« Datiel, and was fo fach pleafed with it,
 that it became his favourite ftudy; and
from that time the idea of miracles fo
ftrongly poffeffed his imagination, that he |

“ began to believe that he himfelf could per-

¢ form fome. He was perfuaded, for in-

< ftance, that his power was fuch, that if he
~ % were to plant an apple tree with a view of
its becoming a cherry tree, it would bear
“ cherries! He was difcharged from the
< king’s fervice, and fent to the workhoufe,
<« where he condu&ed himfelf calmly, or-
« derly, and induftrioufly, for two years,
« never doing any thing which betrayed in-
“ fanity. It was then refolved to fend him to
“ his family, and Dr. Prur, before dlfrmﬂing
¢ him, exammcd him.

(13

[ 14

- €€

-« He anfwered every queftion 'properly,
“ except when the {fubjet concerned mira-
“ cles; but in regard to thefe he retained his
~ Vour. II. Q. « old
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<« old notions, adding, however, at the fame
« time, that if he found; upon trial, after
~ « he was at home, that the event did Imt-
e« correfpond with his expe&ation, he would
¢ readily relinquifhgithe thought, and be.
¢ lieve he had been miftaken. ‘One error-
i of his mind he had already removed in this
¢ way; for there.was an old woman whom
¢ he, at one time, confidered as a witch, but
¢ whom he aftefw-a:rds difcovered upon trial
“ to be no fuch' thing.”” - His great_deﬁre-éfas
to be allowed to return home to his wife and
family, which was granted him. |

Enough has been faid to pmnt out what=
kind of 1deas create grief; how grief and other
1f.r:strnﬂ;nes of mental pain, when long continued,
diforder the fun@ions of thc body, and, alfo,
how, by conftantly preferving one chain of
thought, they caufe falfe judgments to arife;
how thefe diforders of body and mind create
the difeafe called melancholy, and, likewife,.
how this.diforder may termiﬁate in tedium
vitz, {uicide, murder, mania, and mild deli-
rium, It now remains to fpeak _‘of melancholf__
- as

¥
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as arifing from a peculiar idiufyﬁcrafy' of the
folids and fluids.

In thofe who, by the peculiar organization
of their frame, are greatly difpofed to this
complaint, a number of difeafed affeGtions

~ generally exhibit themfelves before the age of
thirty, or thirty-five. ‘The moft common
{ymptoms are head-achs, frequent atracks of
- giddynefs, fudden confufion of ideas, a great
difpofition to anger; violent agitations when
irritated, and uncommon {enfibility of nerves,
whereby they are apt to be carried to as great
excefles from caufes of joy, as from caufes of
grief. But before thefe fymptoms occur fo
frequently as to excite attention in’ the friends
or by-ftanders, the difpofition to melancholy
may often be ﬂifcer_ﬁed by external figns,
which are conftant in certain individuals.
Thefe _ﬁgﬁs conftitute the external charaéter
of what the ancients called the melancholic
temperament, and are as follows : a lean and
dty frame, the very reverfe of the plump,
fucculcnt, and flefhy appearance of a perfon
in guod health, efpecially one of the fanguine

Q.2 tempera,.
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tcmpera.mcnt fmall and rxgld mulcles, the
interftices between which are not filled u
with fat, a fallow {kin, and complexion which
is frequently of a brownith yellow colour,
with little or no admixture of red, deep blac_l»:
fiff hair, eyes funk, hollow fockets, large
veins, efpecially in the hands and arms; and

- a conftant expréflion of. d&jt&ioh. ~ Such are
the characters of the melancholic temperament -
which are mentioned by the ancients, and co.
pied by all fucceeding writers. . It is, how-
ever, to be obferved, that thefe figns do not
always appear in early life, even whete there
is a ftrong tendency to melancholic infanity.
They are rather to be confidered-as the effe@s
of the difeafe, after it has continued for fome
years. Of many melancholic patients who
have fallen under my care, both as out-pa-
tients of the Wef’fminﬁer Infirmary, and in
private pfa&ice', feveral have had the remains

- of the external charaters of the fanguine tem-

perament, that is, they have had fair, or reddifh I

hair, a fair but rather pale complexum, bl
€53, and fine ﬂun. -

:&ftcr
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After the age of thirty, fometimgs much
earlier in life, if they have been born of me-
Iancholic parents, thc{}: people begin to have
indefcribable fenfations of anxiety, and in-

- ternal uneafinefs, of which they can give no
good account, but which have fo powerful ; an
effet on them as to make them withdraw
thtmfeIVﬁs from fociety, and abandon them-
felves to tears, and qthef aliections of grief.

I have known this happen to young men of
my acquaintance,  who were not moﬁe than
19 years of age. They are always fubjeét to

.~ impreflions of fear ; and many imaginary. ob-
cts of terror and diftrefs are conflantly pre-
dﬂ: to their mind. - Some are {eized with an

- aﬁ'e&mn of phrenzy in early life ; others con-
tinue free from it until confiderably advanced;
and others are never affetted with any furious
delirium, but pafs their days in conftant de-
_fp@ndency.

In thofe who are cqnﬂiiu_t_iunally inclined
1o ~melancholy, and who have had frequent
Q.ttacks of it, for it often {fubfides, and r:cﬁirns
again, much diforder at laft takes place in_

2 - various
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-various fun&ions of the -bndy. Thefe are fimi-
lar to the diforders which are occafioned in
almoft every perfon by long-_continued grief,
fuch as a depraved appetite, being cither
much impaired, or almoft totally abolithed
while melancholy prevails, and a keen and
ravenous appetite, when it is abfent. - They
are troubled with flatulency, with acute pains .
in the hypochondriac regions, with hmmor-.--. |
rhoids, and irregularities in the alvine dif-
charge. Thefe bodily affections, however,
are not to be met with in Levery cafe of melan-
cholia, for many fhall have all the mental
chara&ers of the complaint for feveral years
and yet have no remarkable diforder in
~ corporeal part of their fyftem. The funétions
of the liver are thofe which are moft com-
monly changed, for the bile is feldom found
to have its natural.qualitic's in thofe who have
long laboured under this diforder, - It is often
. vomited of a deep gréen colour, and acrid
quality ; and before it is evacuated in this
way, it occafions head-ach, fluthings of heat
in the face, and a fenfe of burning heat in .
the hands, accompanied with a metallic tafte
. : n

N

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 229 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=229

" AND THEIR BEFFECTS. = 23%

in the mouth, refembling that which a piece
of brafs or copper imparts to the palate.” In
{ome others the bile produces diforders in' the
inteftines, and gives a kind of pitchy confift-
ence to the ftools, as-has been already taken
notice of; but thefe phenomena “are by no
means conftant or neceflary attendants of me-
lancholy. = The general mental chara&er of
the complaint, when it arifes from -'.ﬂrbn'_g
- ‘hereditary predifpofition, is- this: frequent
feelings: of anxiety, gricf and defpondency,
“a defire of doing well, but an incapability of
fteadily purfuing any laudable exertions, on
-account of painful internal fenfations, and in-
‘voluntary alts of judgment, founded on falfé
or erroneous thoughts, which, however, com-
‘mand a firm conviction in their mind ;- they
~have, alfo, a ftrong defire of relief; “and. fympa
‘toms of defpair, or t2dium vite, “ini confes
‘quence of finding that no relief can be' ob2
tained from the conftant mifery under which
-they labour. - It is Aurely  needlefs-16' 28d;
that in the delirium-of defpair they may eom.
mit any of the rath a&s which attend this
dtate. A fingle cafe will put this in a clearer

LY

point
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point of view than can be defcribed in gene-
ral terms. ¢ D. SevBrLi was admitted into
< the Orphan Hofpital, at Potfdam, when he
¢« was four years old, and remained there
« until he was twenty. - He was brought up
«« by trade to be a {hoemaker, and was, ac-
¢ cordmg to the teftimony of all who knew
< him, a quiet, induftrious, and plous man ;
¢« rather fimple, and timorous, and more in-
“¢ clined to grief than to joy. Even in his
¢« early years hefrequently fell into a ftate of
*¢ melancholy, in which he behaved himfelf
« ftrangely, and hence he obtained, among his
“ companions, the nickname of the mad Sey-
¢ bell. He was exceedingly plethoric, and
¢ {ubject.to fuddenﬁbullitiuns and determina-
< tions of the blood to the héad, which were
¢ always-accompanied with great reftleflnefs
*¢ and anxiety, and which were augmented:or
¢¢ diminifhed according as the commotion ‘in
¢ the fanguiferous fyftem ~was- increafed ‘or
¢ deflened. ' In his later years this diforder
i 2 ta:-rm_ina.ted-iin-_tru:.melza,nchul_y.' 51 |

s« ‘He
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~ ¢ He had not learnt his profeflion fuffici-
e ently well to fupport himfelf by it, and he
¢ was not fortunate enough to pleafe the va--
s rious mafters into whofe fervice he went;
“ hence his mind was filled with difpleafure
“ on account of his own inferiority and want
« of talents; and a conftant dread preyed on
« his fpirits, left he thould be turned out of
« all employment, and be rendered deftitute.
< Under this apprehenfion, he one day fud-
<« denly, and without any caufe being given,
« left the houfe of a Mr. Counfellor OrssrELD,
«¢ of Pot{dam ; in the fervice of Captain Vox
< WinTerFIELD, he attempted to fhoot him-
« felf ; and, while with Mr, Wrssman, he
- < threw ‘himfelf out of 2 three pair of ﬂ:au'e
* window.
o« From December 1772, to January, 1481,
he lived in a flaté of great .poverty, {fupport-
“¢ ing himfelf by fewing, the profits of which
< ‘were hardly fufficient ito fupply shis moft
urgent wants. He had alfo a few debrs,
* which he was anxious to difcharge, but
“ being ‘without the means of ‘doing fo, he
« could

. L

{4 4
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«¢ could not gratify this with. Tortured by
¢ conftant anxiety and diftrefs, which he en-
¢ deavoured in vain to alleviate by pra.ye-f;
<¢ tormented by the -foréﬂght of {pending an
“ unhappy and miferable exiftence 5 fearful
¢ left he fhould be arrefted on account of his
¢« debts, “which were really inconfiderable,
<« and prepoflefled with the idea that his af-
¢ flictions would not be terminated but by his
<¢ death, the unlucky thought fprung up in

~ % his mind of accelerating that wifhed-for
¢ event by murdering a child.  The child"
« whom he felected, as the inftrument by
«¢ which he was to attain heaven, he loved to
L e.xcefé, as he himfelf avowed, and as its Tpa'-
« rents teftified, who faid that he had raught '
¢« the child many prayers, and feveral paflages

¢ of the Bible. 3

¢¢ The ftrong love which he entertained for-

- #¢ this little obje&f of his regard, was once the
«¢ caufe of its life being faved, when he had
¢« previoufly determined in his mind to take it
<€ away ; but oneday afterwards beiqg fuddenly
< feized: with a furious delirium, he quickly
i ¢« murdered
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s murderedit. He tried to conceal the body,
¢ and yet the moment after, he went out of
¢« the houfe and told what he had done.’’

That a certain peculiarity of difordered
conftitution, _which, by conftantly yielding a
‘number of difeafed and -painful {enfations,
predifpofes to. melancholy, may be accident-
ally created, as well as born with a perfon, is

~a fa&t founded on daily experienélre. Many
profeflions give -birth to it, and it alfo often
arifes from the injuries which a diffolute life, -
and various exceffes in diet and drink occafion.;
_ Thoemakers, who not only live a fedentary life,
- but fit conftantly -bent, and fuftaining an
- Injurious preflure on the ftomach, taylors,
bakers, and glafs-blowers, who are exhaufted
by intenfe heat, fevere work, and hard drink-
ing, and men of letters, who neglect all ex-
ercife, and live too much retired, are the
moft frequently expofed to occafional fymp-
‘toms of this dreadful malady; but even in
thefe men whofe health is much deranged,
‘true melancholy feldom arifes, except mental
~caufes of grief and diftrefs join themfelves to
’ 5 the
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the corporeal ones, and this conflitutes one
of the charaters which dlﬁmgulfhes Melan.
cholia wera from Hypochondriafis. 'The former
may be faid to be always excited by mental
caufes, and - confifts in various phenomena of
grief, defpondency, and defpair ; whereas the
Iatter moft commonly arifes from corporeal
caufes, and its mental phenomeni confift of
* erroncous ideas entertained about their own
make or body. Thefe two difeafes are, mdeed
often united in the fame {ubjeét, and then th;:
mental character is feldom conftant; for, at
~ times, the ftrange illufions of hypochondri-
afis prevail, and at other times the defponden-
cy and defpair of melancholy. = Melancholic
patients feldom live long. They often ter-
minate their own exiftence in the attacks of
the diforder ; but even when carefully watch-
.ed, and every care is taken of them, thé}r
never attain old age. Many die before thirty
or forty, and few live beyond fixty; but a2
_ great deal of diverfity in this refpect arifes
" from the difference of the time of life when
thﬂy are firft feized with the Cumplaint. See
| ~GREDING’S
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Grepinc’s Aphorifms, at the end of this
work. ; s

- It has been already explained how repeated
caufes of mental pain thall, at times, give
birth to the pfédifpaﬁtion to melancholy,
and if frequently renewed, fhall at laft induce
it. ‘Thefe caufes, although wvery numerous,
may all be reduced under a few general heads,
er claffes; and, accordingly, as the difeafe
éri;ginates from one or other of thefe, it may
receive its denomination from that fource. It
is upon this principle that Savvaces and his
copyers make fo many different kinds of me-
Tancholy.

1In order to render the hiftory of this humi-
liating and painful difeafe tolerably complete,
it will be neceflary to make a few obfervations
on the various fpecies of melancholy ‘which
are defcribed by Savvaces.

The firft which is mentioned by Sauvaces;
he denominates Meloncholia Vulgaris, or com=
mon: melancholy (Nofol. Method, Tom. 2.

P. 251,
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p- 251. edit. Amftel. 1768.) He does not
give any general charaer of it, but relates a
number of cafes which he thinks are to be re.

ferred-to it; though the greater number of
thefe, in my opinion, ought to be claffed un.
der the head of Hypochondriafis. The firft
cafe is that of a phyfician, who, after he was.
cured of a fever, imagined that he was Poi-
.fqncd- by the .apothecary. This cafe is too.
briefly. related to authorize any very decided
opinion concerning it. It may have been a
cafe of real mania, fuch as now and then occurs
after fevers, efpecially where there is. much
predifpofition to the _cmi-lplaint, or it may
have been a cafe of melancholy. The next
is that of a rich man, who imagined him{felf
reduced to the greateft poverty, and would
not {tir out of bed for fear of wearing out his
clothes : in every other refpect he was a rea-
fonable man. This is, doubtlefs, a cafe of
real melancholy. Almoft all the other cafes
which are mentioned by _SAUVAGES, as inftan-
ces of the melancholia vulgaris, -are evidently
cafes of hypochondriafis ; fuch, for inftance;
is that of the man .who belicved . him~
felf
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felf a dunghill cock, and occupied himfelf in

crowing, and imitating the noife which that
- animal makes when it flaps its wings; fuch,
alfo, is the cafe of the man who believed
his légs to be made of ftraw: and of him
who being .afraid left Atlas might grow tired
of fupporting the world, imagined he would
throw it upon him ; and, laftly, all thofe of
whom Sapvaces fpeaks, who imaging‘:d_ that
their heads were made of glafs, and thofe who
fancied they were wholly compofed of ice, all
‘of which cafes he defcribes as common melan-

- choly, are in fa& fo many inftances of frue
hypochondriafis, :

The fecond fpecies of melancholy men-
tioned by this celebrated writexl_',' is the Melan-
“cholia- Amatoria, or Erotomania.  Sentimental
love, 'undoubtedly,- when in a certain degree,-
may juftly be confidered as a {pecies of melan-
choly. The defcription of this difeafe will

fall under our obfervation in the chapter on
Love, £ raaay

e O
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The third is the Melancholia Religiofa of our
countryman CHEvNE, the origin and hiftory
- of which has been defcribed. i

- The fourth f{pecies of Sauvaces, is the
Melancholia Argantis, or Maladie Imaginaire of
the Fi‘t‘_nch; as for inftance, when a man be-
lieves, without any, reafonable caufe, thatheis
affeced W_itii the venereal difeafe, or with
the itch, and is miferable in confequence of -
fuch a thought. Dr. Darwin makes three
diftin¢t Kinds of this fpecies of melancholy;
. Syphilis imaginaria ; 2. Pfora imaginariﬁj-;
- 3. Tabes imaginaria. To me, however, it
~appears to be much more agreeable_td the
ptinciples of Nofology to clafs thefe imagi-
nary difeafes with hypochondriafis ; for, in
fact, they almoft all proceed from difeafed cor-
poreal feelings, ‘of a very obfcure kind; and
1t is not more extraordinary that a man fhould
- imagine his body to be covered with the itch,
or that he is {yphilitic, confumptive, or im=
p‘é_tf:_nt, than that his legs are made of ftraw,
or his head of glafs ; nor do I think that there
R
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is any real difference in the nature of thefe
difeafes, for I have endeavoured to prove that
the notion which is prefent in the mind of
hypochondriacs, and which appears to the by=
ftander to be the caufe of their mifery, is al-
ways accidentally excited, and if it be re-
moved by ftratagem, fome other idea, totally

different, but quite as erroneous, may take its
place. See chapter on Hypochondriafis.

The Melancholia Moria, which "is the sth
I'peci_ésl of Sauvacss, is an hallucination of
a peculiar Kind, which has been already taken
notice of. Savvaces illuftrates it by the fol-
lowing celebrated cafe :

- Fuit humo ignobilis Afsis,
Qui fi credebat miros audire trageedos,
In vacuo laetus feflor, planforque theatro,

Hic ubi cognatorum opibus, curifque refe@us,
Expulit helleboro morbum, _biiemque meracos
Et redit ad fefe : pol me occidiftis amici,:
Non {ervafles, zit, cui fic extorta voluptas,

Et demptus per vim mentis gratiflimus error:

“This delirium, or rather hallucination, is

the effet of a difproportionate aiivity in the
Vor. II. R repre-
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reprefentative faculty of the mind, and can-
not with ftri¢t propriety be claffed with me.
lancholy, imafmuch as the illufive ideas are
often fources of pleafure to the patient, Some
people are born with 2 ftrong predifpofition
to this difeafe; others have it gradually
brought en by a fondnefs for fuch ftudies as
give too much employment to the faculty of
fiction, ~or Iimagination.  See chapter on
- Genius. | ;

- The 6th fpecies of Sauvvaces is the Melau-
cholia Attonita, which does not appear to differ
from the more common kinds of melancholy,
except in mere degree, Sauvaces relates a
cafe of it from his own knowledge; after .
which he gives the following dcfcrlptmn of
the diforder. ¢ In this fpecies, the patient
« neither moves from place to pléc e, norchan-
“¢ ges his pofture; if he be feated, he never ri=
¢ fes up; if flanding; he never fits; if lying,
< henevergetsup. N either does he mo?éj-hi.s
« feet except they be puthed afide by a bye-
cc ﬁa_nc_l;r ;. he does not fhun the prefence of
“« men ;. if afked a queftion he does not 3n-

€« Jwer,
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« fwer, and yet he appears to underftand what
«« is faid; he does not yield to admonition,
¢« por does he pay any attention to objeéts of
« fight or touch; he feems immerfed in
«« profound thought, and totally occupied
“ by foreign matters; at times he is more
«« awake: if food be put to his mouth he eats;
¢« and if liquor be prefented he drinks. This
¢ rare difeafe has never been feen by SenNER-
¢ Tys, but Janus, Phyfician tothe Erecror of
¢ Saxony, once faw it in a man about thirty
« yearsold, who was terrified with the th'nught
¢ that the Deity had condemned him, This
¢ man laboured under it during four monthsin
¢ theautumnand winter, and atlaft was gradu-
« ally reftored to his right undefftanding.”” See
Sauvac. Nofolog. Method. Tom. 2. edit:
Amfteld. 1763, p. 256. |

The 7th fpecies which Sauvaces defcribes, *
is the Melancholia Ervabunda of Beiriniand
- Montarti. The patient, in this fpecies of
melancholy, is faid to bein a ftate of conftant
motion, and at the fame time totally abforbed
in thought, fo as to be perfectly unconfcious
R 2 where,
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where he is going, or what he is doing. He

is faid to be the moft “timorous of all melan-

cholic patients ; flying from the fociety of

men, frequenting folitary: and difmal places,

fuch as fepulchres and church-yards. His

body is defcribed.as being always emaciated

and dry, his eyes funk in hollow fockets, his -
tears'dried up, his thirft exceflive, his tongue

parched, and his colour of a citron yelluw.

SAUVAGES, l..c. Tom. 2. p.2356.

If there be in reality fuch a kind of melan-

- choly as this, which, however, is a circum=
ftance that may be excufably doubted, fince
neither Sauvaces him{elf, nor any author fince
his day, has pretended to have feen it; yet
would - n ot confider it as a diftiné fpecies,
but folely as a variety; arifing from the inten-

ity of the melancholic thoughts. '

The 8th {pecies which Savvaces defcribes;
he denominates Melancholia Saltans, a difeafe
defcribed by Mezeray, in his hiftory of
Cuarves V. It was faid to rage in HorLaND,
as an e_pidemié, in the year 1373. Thofe who

were
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were affected with it tore off their cloaths,
and ran quite naked up and down the ftreets;,
.thfough villages and in the churches; until ar
laft, being entirely fpent, they fell breathlefs
on the ground. Many of them fwelled until
they burft, except they were bound in chains.
The difeafe was often communicated to the
fpectators, and was fuppofed to originate from
the patient’s being “poffefled by evil fpirits,
and, accordingly, was cured by exorcifms !

Now, granting that there even was fome |
foundation for fuch an exaggerated ftory as
this, it is evident the difeafe has no ‘claim to
be claffed with melancholy. It has not any
onc character of that difeafe. = The hiftory of
many very fingular kinds of fpafmodic dif-
cafes, allied to the nature of Saint Vitus*
Dance, are on record. The accounts which’
are given of thefe are often rendered remark—
able by a fondnefs of the narrator for exciting
wonder; and hence implicit faith is feldom to

-. be given to all that is faid concerning them;
The Melancholia Saltans 1 mﬁ_;fé?grf to have
been of this kind. ' '

The
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- The next, or gth {pecies, defcribed by
Savvaces, is equally fabulous, in my opi-
nion, as the laft; the following is his account
of it, which I give i_n his own words. He
calls it Melancholia Hippantbropica, and takes
the relation from the edifying letters (lettres
edifiantes) of a Jefuit called L& CompTx,

¢ Sinenfis quidam perfuafus fuerat a facerdo-
tibus feu Bonzis, fore ut fua anima migratura
eflet poft mortem in corpus veredi, -jufla Im-
peratoris in Elifios compos tranflaturi; eum
proinde hortabantur ad re¢té currendum, ab-
ftinendum a motfy, calcitratione, &c. Bon'us
ille fenex turbulentos fomnos vix 'capi'ebat‘,
cum fe ephippio inftrutum et freeno, jam ad
“veredarii flagrum profeGturum credebat ; aft ex-
pergefactus fudore diffluens, num equus effet
an homo dubitabat. Converfus in Chriftia-
. nam religionem refipuit.’’ |

The Melandabolia Scytharum of HiprocRATE S,
which SAUVAGES enumerates as the roth fpe-
cies, was a cafe of real melancholy from impo-
tency of a particular kind, |

= The
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“The tith {pecies of Sauvaces is the Me-

lancholia  Anglica, or tediwm wvite, which has
been already fully defcribed in this chapter,

The 12th fpecies of the fame author is thé
Melancholia Zoantbropia; but this Melancholia
Zoanthropia is a cafe of mere hypochondriafis,
and by no means a very unfrequent one.

The patient cither imagines himfelf an ani-
mal, and imitates the manners of it, or elfe
he thinks he has animals or monftérs within
him; and this is the Principa_l; fea.tu-rc of the
complaint. Raviin, in his Maladies Vapo-
renfes, mentions the cafe of a number of young
nuns, all belonging to one convent, who
thought that; ata -particular time- every day,
they were turned into cats; and DonaTus is
faid, by Sauvaces; to have been a witnefs of

. the following curious facts. ¢ Duoslycanthro=
“ pos fe vidiffe teftatur Donatys ab Alto-=
“ marl qui per avia vagabantur, cadavera
*“ humana, aut partes eorum fecum gcﬁaﬁtc.s';

de catero luridos, ficcos, aduftos, fitientes
cos depingit, ut locomoriam: ompino refes |

fant, Sauvacss, l. ¢, Tom, 2. p. 259.

“The

£c
(14

£c
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The 1 3th fpecies of Savvaczs is the Melas..
cholia Entbufiaflica of Pavrus cenita. This
is a mere variety of that fingular hallucination

defcribed in the chapter on Genius. The fol-
lowing is the defcription and illuftration of
the complaint, as given by this diftinguifhed
Nofologift,

¢ Melancholia Enthufiaftica Pavrr FciNiTaA,
Entb@@afmus /EcRr1 mrrzfﬂf aﬁd!z‘. C.

£e deam vero etiam putant fe ab aliquibus
poteftatibus majoribus impeti, et futura pre-
dicere, velut numine afflati, quos etiam priva-
- tim numine afflatos nominat Pavrus ZEGENITA.
Paracersus exiftimabat fe in acinacis capulo
fuum azoth; fui genium fuum gerere. Muli~
eres fatidice, quibus ftipat errabant Geben-
nenfes fanatici, e ceelitiis afflatas putabant,
futura  praedicere, abfcondita cagnnfcerc fe
jactitabant ; has vero prophetias non priusede-
bant quamepilepfi® paroxyfmum fimulatum
Paﬁ'ae forent; itaque humi proftrate, mirum
in modum fe exagitabant et ad fe rever{z fu-u
tura pradicebant.”” Tom, 2. P- 259

Now
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Now it is evident, from this defcription,
that Sauvvacrs miftakes fome of the parti-
cular illufions which have been mentioned in
the chapter on Genius, for Melancholy.

The 14th and laft {pecies of Savuvaces is the
Melancholia Phroutis of HIpPOoCRATES. :

This is by no means an uncommon variety
of true melancholy, or rather, it is 2 common
combination of melancholy and hypochon-
driafis; as is evident from the following de-
fcription of the patient’s health. <« Vifcera
veluti {pinarum aculeis pungi videntur, anxi-
etudo ipfum invadit, lucem ct homines refu-
git, tenebrasamat, metus corripit, feptum -
tranfverfum exteriore parte intumefcer, ad
contactum dolet, - expavefcit, in fomnis urri-
culamenta et formidanda cernit quandoque et

mortuos : morbus hic interdum plurimos vere.
prehendit.”

CHA P-
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ON fEAR;

CHAPTER IV.

ON FEAR, ITS MODIFICATIONS AND EFFECTS,

Fear cannot take place without forefight. Iy
whal the predifpofition to fear confifts, How
it is increafed by experience. The difference
~letween apprebﬂg/’ won, dread, and terror. Upon
 what Pprinciples the cffelts of fear aré to be X~
Plained. Tbg_ primary mrpgrmf effeéts of fear
deferibed, and cafes illuflrative of thefe velated.

_ The primary corporeal effeés of terror deferibed,
Upon what principle permanent difeafes, o the
jeca;sdar_y corpoveal effells of fear and I'f?"ﬁ?."‘,-
are produced.  Cafes illuftrative of the difeafes,
Why terror, which is p modification of " fear,
appears, at times, to alf as a powerful flimulns.
Fear peculiar to certain confitutions Jrom mere
organizalion. ?:'E'?E timorous difpofition defcribed.
Its effells on the mental faculties. - How it
pred; jpey?:'s to infanity. Cafes x!!xg/z’m!:w of
ibis
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- this pofition.  The fear of poverly, of eternal
damuation, and of death, common caufes of in-
Janity will people who are born of a timorons
difpofition.  Fear may be affociated with other
palfions.  Iis ¢haraéier in confequence of this,

Tue painful emotions of apprehenfion,
fear, and dread are never excited in the hu-
man breaft but through the medium of fore-
fight; for, although they may arife from
prefent calamities, as well as from paft events,
yet it is not the uneafinefs which the calamity
itfelf occafions that we call fear, but that
which arifes from what we think will follow,

The predifpofing caufe of fear is to be
fought for in the general intereft which we
take in every thing that regards our own exift-
ence; like moft of our paffions, it may be
confidered as a modification of felf-love: the
number of our fears is increafed by our expe-
rience, and by analogy; and, in this way,
knowledge and reafon become, at times, the

| 4 enemics
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enemies of human happinefs. The mere oc.
‘cupations of the prefent moment with difﬁc'ult}r
command our whole attention; and, whil§
engaged in the various purfuits of the day,
our mind feems often to fteal away from
us, and haftening to the ‘borders of futurjty
takes a rapid glimpfe of events which are to
happen. Happy for us if the profpect it dif-
covers be cheerful and gay; for fanguine G
peclation and hope then arife, and thefe begct
confidence, and confidence overcomes diftrefs
and refifts the approach of fear. When, how-
ever, on the other hand, our knowledge of
human affairs thews us that many of the p:f:-
fent, or paft, events of our life, are likely to bc
followed by calamitous confequences ; when we
fee the thick and dark clouds of misfor tune ga- '
thering faft around our head, hope and confi-
~dence vanith, and leave us to the torments of
a paffion, the effe@s of which I am now to dt‘:—-
Icribe. But firft let it be obferved, that al-
thou'gh the words apprebﬂgﬁa}z, dread and teryor,
are to be juftly confidered as expreflions which
. dcnn';c a modiﬁcation_ of fear, yet they imply

a con-
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a confiderable difference, not only as to thé
caufe of fuch emotions, but alfo as to our own
{enfations.

Terror arifes from the fudden and unexpect-
ed view of fome great impending danger, as
when an affaflin attacks us, or when we are
furprized by the appearance of a furious or
ferocious animal; but apprehenfion is occa-
fioned by an indiftin& profpecét of fome dif-
tant and very uncertain evil, When the mer-
chant, a great part of whofe fortune is ex-
poled to the joint dangers of the winds and
the ocean, is awakened in the middle of the
night with the loud roarings of a terrible
tempeft, apprebenfion inftantly arifes in his
mind; and his imagination, by reprefenting
to him what may happen, fhall caufe appre-
henfion to terminate in dread, ;

As every human event may be viewed from
a number of different points, and the train of
affociated ideas is different according to what-
ever fide we look from, we fee the reafon why
fome men fhall regard with indifference certain

- objedts
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objeéts which oceafion dread and terror it the
breafts of others. An Englifh failor has been
accuftomed to confider a thark as a dangeroug
animal, from which he is fafe only while in 5
different element ; if he falls overboard, ang
is really purfued by one, he almoft dies the
premature death of fear before his enemy
reaches him; but what does the favage in fuch
a fituation? he has been taught to confider the
horrid animal as one which may be kept at bay
by a dexterous attack, or which may be eluded
by ftratagem; and he alls accordingly, and
often efcapes from, or vanquithes the mon-
fter. How differently does the approach of
death affet different people! The thoughts,
which the aflociation of ideas brings into the
mind of fome, when they look forward to this
laft and moft aweful event, fill them with a
dread and horror which they are unable to
paint in fuitable language; while others, not
~only look calmly forward to the termination
of their exiftence, but feem to anticipaté'it;
with a degree of inward fatisfactionand plea="
fure, : ' '

-Thc
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The effeCts of fear are to be accounted for,
partly on the principle of a certain powerful
ftimulus (hope) being wi;hdraw_n, partly by
the fpecific action of the ideas reprefenting
the objet or obje&s of averfion, and pai'tly-
from the reaction of the bodily emotion and
diforder on the mind.

The corporeal effe@ts of fear muft firft be
taken notice of. The force of every action of
the human body, not only the voluntary, but
alfo the involuntary ones, is wonderfully di-
minifhed by the fudden influence of this paf-
fion; the heart does not contract with fufficient
encrgy to expel the whole of its contents, and
the pulfe therefore becomes fmall and quick;
the action of the arteries correfponds with that
of the heart, and hence there is a want of free
circulation in the remote branches ; this is
evident from the chillnefs which is felt all
over the body, from the palenefs of the

cheeks and lips, and the contra&mn of the
ikin,
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As the blood is naturally accumulated in the -'
large veflels which are in the neighbour.:
hood of the heart, a painful fenfe of fulnefs;
oppreflion, and anxiety is felt there. Now,
when once the irritability of the heart and
arteries becomes redundant during the pre.
vious diminifthed action, which occurs on the
firft impreffion of fear, and the blood is accu-
mulated in its neighbourhood, it at laft excites
a preternatural increafe of action; and of this
we have a clear proof in the frequent alterna~
tions of heat and cold, and in the irregularity
‘of the pulfe with which a perfon, who has'
been frightened, is affe&ed. ' e i

The fecreting and excretory arteries lofe
their contractile force, and hence a great flow
of their contents is generally a cunfequéﬁcef
of fear. ‘The fweat ftarts out in large drops”
on the forehead and face, and, upon the fame
principle, the perfon is often: afflicted both®
with a diabetes and a diarrheea. The urine’
which is voided by people who are under the
impréﬂion of fear is generally pale coloured,
and always fmall in quantity ; but the defire

of
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of voiding it is extremely frequent. As fear
diminifhes - mufcular force, it muft neceflarily
affect the {phincter of the bladder; in fuch a
cafe; a very fmall quantity of water is fufficient
to caufe this mufcle to yield a little, and it is
this circumftance which produces the defire.
Whether the diarrhcea may not depend, in a
great degree, on a fimilar principle, is alfo
doubtful ; the fa¢t itfelf is perfe@ly well au-
thenticated, for many authors of refpectability
take notice of ir. ¢ It is well known,”’ fays
Unzer,  that Aratus, the Greek general,
¢ was always feized with a purging previous
_‘"to the commencement of a battle, and it
“ never cealed until the engagement took
f: place.> Dern drzt. B..3. bl 342: :

BonzeTus relates the cafe of a lady who was
‘always feized with a vomiting and purging on
the approach of a ftorm, and which conti-
nued during the whole time it lafted. Pecn-
LIN, in the third book of his Obfcrvations‘ \
affures us, that a friend of his, a certain pro-
fefior, Titrus, was of fuch a timid difpoﬁ*
tion, that he was always afflied with a tran-

Vou. 11, : S fitory
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fitory diarrhcea before he began a le&ui-é; and
the fame author relates the cafe of a German
prince, on whom any difagreeable tidings had
‘a fimilar effect. _ One of the foreign mini.
fters at his court, who would not believe that
fuch an effe@ could be produced by fear, was,
however, convinced of his ‘error by a firata.
gem of the court fool. The prince was then
at war, and oneday, while the ambaffador was
at dinner with him, the fool came running in,
“with a countenance full of difmay, and aﬂ‘crt«éa; -
that the enemy were approaching the refidence.
The effe which the alarm occafioned in the
bowels of the prince foon became very ‘evi.
- dent to the minifter. Prcurin, O¥ferv. xviii.
lib. iii, ; : :

2 A much more remarkable corporeal effest,
both of fear and terror, and one which is
perfectly well authenticated, is the effet it

_ produces-on tl"if_ hair of the head, changing it
%ty fuddenly to a grey colour, BorsLLT re-
Iates the cafe of a French gentleman, who was
thrown into prifon, and on whom fear operated

- fopewerfully, as to change his hair completely

grey
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grey in the l::uurfe of the night. Soonafter he
was releafed his hair regamed its former co-
lour. Cenrt.i. O4. 37. Many other cafes
of this kind are mentioned by Donarus and
ScariGer. This phenomenon is afcribed by
Dr. Darwin to the torpor of the fmall vef-
{els which circulate the fluids deftined to nou-
_ 7ifh the hair, juft as the catara& is owing to
the torpor of the veflels which fupply the
chryftalline lens with fluids. It is evident,
from this circumftance, that many other
caufes of debility, befides fear, may produce
it; thus it frequently takes place in men who
have lived a life of excefs; it alfo dccurs, now
and then, in confequence of fevers, and al-
ways in confequence of the debility of old

age,

The corporeal effects of terror great!y re~
{emble thofe of fear, for terror is nothing elfe
than great and fudden fear: greatnefs in de-
gree, and fuddennefs as to the impreffion, are
eflential circumftances in its production.

-—

S 2 ' When

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 258 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=258

260 ©N FEAR,

When a perfon is fuddenly terrified, the -
motion of the heart is generally (fuickened; a
kind of {pafmodic contra&ion feizes all the
arteries, efpecially the extreme ones, caufing
an accumulation of blood in the larger vef.
fels. The fudden and forcible diftention of
the heart makes it move on its bafis, and pro.

- duces that peculiar fenfation which moft peo-
ple endeavour to exprefs by faying that their
heart feems to jump to their throat. A kind
of {pafm feems to feize the mufcles about the
glottis, for refpiration is always fuddenly in-
terrupted, but this is of very fhort duration.
A death-like palenefs over{preads the counte-
nance, the features fhrink, the legs and whole
body are thrown into a ftate of tremor, and

- the arms hang motionlefs. In fome cafes, the .
debility which is produced is fo great, as to
render it impoffible for the perfon to fupport
himfelf in an erec pofture, and he, therefore,

| falls down, apparently fenfelefs and fpeech-
lei's, on the ground. In this way the ftrongeft
man is often deprived, in a few feconds, of
almoft the whole of his natural ftrength.

| Thefe
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- Thefe primary effe&ts of fear and terror
“often become the immediate caufes of many
ferious difeafes.

Fear and terror, like moft of the painful
- pafliens, may produce difeafes upon one of the
three following principles:

1ft. By the violence of the fenforial im-
preflions, which, upon being tranfmitred to
the nerves, acts like powerful fimuli to the
mulcles.

adly. By promoting an unnatural determi-
‘mation of blood to certain parts of the body,
rather than to others.

'3d1f. By exhaufting the fentient principle,
and producing a ftate of great debility.

1ft. Violent fenforial impreflions may a&
like tumors in the brain, or fplinters-of the
fkull, or extravafations of blood, and produce
difeafes upon a fimilar principle; but, as the
fenforial impreflions are feldom caufes of per-

manent
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manent preflure, like the former, but a& ‘by,
frequently recurring, or by repetitions, we
fee the recafon why they generally produce |
fpafmodic difeafes. The moft common mor-
bid effects of the -iinpré(ﬁqns of fear or terror,
therefore, are convulfions, epilepfy, and, now
and then, that very rare difeafe called cata<

lepfy.

Convulfions. PLATER relates the following
cafe, in his O4/. lib. i. p. 36. ¢ Some young
° girls- went, one day, a little way out of
“ town, to fee a perfon who had been ex-
¢ ecuted, and who was hung in chains.
“ One of thenr threw feveral ftones at the
 gibbet, and, at laft, firuck the body with
< fuch violence as to make it move; at
¢ which the girl was fo much terrified, that
« fhe imagined the dead perfon was alive,
¢ came down from the gibbet, and ran after
‘¢ her. She haftened home, and not being

< able to cenquer the idea, fell into ftrong
s convulfions, and died,

Epilep/ye
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Epiiepfy. Of fegr and terror producing
this diforder, many inftances are on record.
Scuenk1usin his Obferv. Medic. lib. i. p-128.
relates, . with much apparent grief, the cafe
of his own wife, as a melancholy inftance
of the fatal effeéts of this paflion.  She was
of 3 healthy and robuft conftitution;, and was
in the laft month of her pregnancy, when,
unfortunately, a fire broke out in the neigh-
bouring houfe. The flames which fhe fan.
from the window, and which appeared to be
in the upper part of the houfe the inhabited,
together with the many vivid {parks of burn-

- ing materials which floated in the atmofphere,
and “which were flying in every djre&ion,
caufed her to conceive fuch extreme terror,
that fthe was feized with fevere epilepfy, which

- returning  frequently, occafioned her death
in twelve hours. Van SwiETEN, in the third
volume of his Commentaries on Borruaave’s
Aphorifms, p. 415, relates a cafe which
demonftrates, in a very remarkable degree,
the effeét of the denforial impreflions of
terror. A boy was fo much frightened by a
dog leaping on him, that he was feized with

cp_ilepfy 3
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epilepiy ; .and when, at any time -afterwards,
he faw a large dog, or heard one barking, the
paroxylm always returned,

Catalepfy. < Grorci GroxaTzKI, 2 Polith
foldier, deferted from his regiment in the
harveft of the year 1677. - He was difco-
¢ vered, a few days afterwards, drinking and
¢¢ making merry in a common alehoufe. The
<« moment he was apprehended, he was fo
<< much terrified, that he gave a.loud fhriek,
<« and immediately was deprived of the power
< of fpce&h. When brought to a court mar-
~fe tial, it was.impoffible to make him articu-

€

€

£¢ Jate a word; nay, he then became as im-
“ moveable as a ftatue, and appeared not te
¢ be confcious of any thing which was going
f.e¢ forward. In the prifon to which he was
¢ conducted he neither ate nor drank ; neither
<¢ did ‘he make any water, nor go to ftool.
- :#¢ The officers and the prief’[s at firft threaten-
«“ ed him, -and afterwards endeavoured to
¢ footh and calm him; but all their efforts
< were in vain, He remained fenfelefs and
¢ immoveable, ‘His irons were ftruck off,
¢¢ and
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«* and he was taken out of the prifon, but he
<< did not move. Twenty days and nights
« were pafled in this way, during which he
¢ took no kind of nourifhment, nor had any
& natural evacuation; he then gradually funk
* and died.”” Bonrrus, Medic. Septentrion,
tib, i, fec. xvi. cap. 6. '

2dly. The difeafes which arife from the
- preternatural determination of blood to cer-
tain parts of the body, are wvarious. . The
cafes, which prove this affértion to be true,
‘are fo numerous, and fo little interefting in
point of novelty, that I deem it unneceflary
to introduce particular relations of them: a
fimple catalogue of them, and the authorities,
will be quite {ufficient,

a. Hemorrhages of various kinds, efpe-
clally Haem:aptoe and Menorrhagia, of which
Hirpanus, in his Cent. i. 0B3f. 18. and
Trarrzs, in his Vorforge der Miitler, p. 311,
and ScurrimamMmer, in his Opers, tom. iii.
par. cccIf. relate feveral cafes.

b, Apoplexy.
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b Apapi&x_y. See Becrzer Cultrovor, Wf.m, |
de Ira, p. 795 |

¢. Sudden fuppreﬁion of the Menfes,
BAGLI‘FI,_ 53? ;

d. Sudden fuppreflion of the Milk., Mora
- Tox, La MottE, and Rivin de Pefte. '

-~

v v

e. ¢ Vires ad wvenerem ﬂeﬁc‘{ﬁ};ﬂﬁ: Jrangitt
Harrsri Phyf. tom. 1. p. 534. Laufan.
ney 4t0. 1769. Of this effe® of fear many
very curious cafes are related by MonTacxg,
in his Effays,

S Paljy. MoRrcELL Donartus, p. 640.

gdly. Fear and terror exhauft the fentient
power and irritability fo completely as, in
fome cafes, to occafien great chronic weak-
nefs, intermittent fevers, and even death it-
felf; of which effecs various cafes are men-
tioned by Pecurin, Van Swreren, Marcus
Doxatus, De Med. Hif. Mirab. p- 285
RuoDEs, Oéfgr*v. Medscine, Ant. 1. Obf. 45.
- and
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and many others. There is one cafe men-
tioned by Pecmriv, which is very curious
from the object which imprefled the terror. A
'lady of quality, he fays, who, in the year1681,
had feveral times feen, without alarm, the won-

~ derful comet which then appeared, was one
night tempted to examine it by means of a tele-

~fcope; the fight of it, however, in this way,

' terrified her fo much, that the was, with diffi—
culty, carried fafely home, and the impreffion
remaining, fhedied in a few days afterwards.
Lib, iii. Obf, 23. - |

This is the proper place to remark, that
terror has been confidered, by many authors,
as a diftin&t paffion from fear. They rank
fear among the deprefling pa[ﬁons, and terror

~among thofe which excite the animal {yftem
to a preternatural degree of force and action.
There is no doubt that many "cafes feem to
prove the fact, that people, when fuddenly
terrified, make exertions, and execute actions,

which -f:ein much above their natural
ftrength,
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- In regard to this obfervation, I would re.
mark, that if the word fear be folely applied
to the painful forefight of fome diftant evil,
no proof can poflibly arife of its being effen.
tially different, in itsiprimary-effe&s,_from_ |
terror.  On the other hand, every thing feems

- to announce a very great fimilarity of aQicn
in both ; the action of the heart and arteries
is firft greatly and irregularly excited in each
of them, and then a proftration of firength
and altered ftate of feeling follow. In ter-
ror, however, the will is generally excited,
becaufe the danger is immediately prefent, and |
the defire of felf-prefervation is powérfully
roufed; but, as in fear the danger is at a dif-
tance, there are no ideas which excite volition,
and the mufcles of voluntary a&ion remain
pailive, and partake of the general torpor of
the body. If there be no room for hope when
ﬁperfnn is terrified, terror then ads like the
moft powerful fear, becaufe there are then no

.1deas which can excite volition; no cxértidn
of firength is obferved; on the contrary, the
perfon often falls down fpeechlefs, or dies, of
experiences fome lingering illnefs. :
| ‘There
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There is a certain ftate of the brain and
nerves, which, inafmuch as it lays the founs
dation for a conftant feries of painful fenfa-
tions, often predifpofes, ina fingular manner,
to the impreffions of fear, and may be faid to
conflitute the peculiar diathefis of the timorous
difpofition. It isalways connected with gene- .
ral debility of body, and it pofiibly confifts in
a want of nourithment in the nerves, or, in
other words, in a deficient fecretion of me-
dullary nervous matter ; and alfo in a fcanty -
fecretion of the fine fluid which is the medium
through which all nervous impreffions are con-
veyed.

Every perfon, who is endowed with a fpirit
of obfervation, muft have remarked, that
certain individuals, when -compared with
others, are extremely difpofed to be frightened -
by very flight caufes. Some people are ti-
morous from the moment of their birth, and
continue to be fo throughout the whole of their
lives; others are rendered fo by difeafe and va-
rious accidental caufes, as well corporeal as
mental,

In
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. In both cafes want of firength and energy
are to be obferved, and whatever increafes the
debility of the perfon augments the timorouf,
niefs of his difpofition. The medullary mattep
of the nerves not being fecreted in due abun.
dance, thefe organsare deficient in that degr&:
of folidity which is neceffary to .modify all
impreflions received by them, fo that they
generally produce a powerful effeét on the va-
rious irritable parts of the human frame to
- which they are tranfmitted, making the muf
cles contract as if they were convulfed. Such
people are frightened at their own fhadow, -

When this peculiarity of conftitution arifes
from accidental caufes, as from hyfteria, long
attacks of dyfpepfia, and certain other chro-
nic difeafes, it is generally capable of_-‘being
either perfeétly _curcd, or at leaft very much-
te&tified, by means of firengthening remedies
judicioufly exhibited, together with a bracing

- goed air, exercife and fociety. But when it
is born with a perfon, it may be confidered as
one of the moft ferious evils which aﬂ'c&é the
happinefs and tranquillity of human exiftence

; i
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It may certainly be corre&ed, to 2 great de-
gree, by a continued and patient -empln}rrﬁtnt
of fuch things as firengthen both mind and
bocy, that is, by properly exercifing thefe
two parts of our {yftem, by avoiding every
thing which can produce difturbances in them,
and gradually accuftoming the perfon to fuch
caufes of alarm as hée muft inevitably meet with
in _the courfe of his life. .It unfortunately
happens, however, that there are but few pa=
rents, and ftill fewer teachers, who are capa-
ble of conduéting fuch a mode of educatmn, .
or who, indeed, have time for it. .

The effect which fuch a petuliarity of frame
has on the mind of the perfon is too friking
to efcape the obfervation of moft people.
Every obje& which is not familiar to the
young perfon occafions apprehenfion, fear, or
Uread ; the tameft, the moft harmlefs and moft
common of all animals, or the firft approach
of a firanger, frighten them exceflively.
When they grow up this difpofition generally
increafes, and often augments to fuch a de-
gree as to lay a ready foundation for delirium.

: 4 GREDING,
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Greping; in his excellent effay on the virtues
and ufe of the Veratrum Album, relates fgve.
ral cafes of epilepfy, complicated with infa- -
nity and with melancholy, which arofe fmm

{light caufes of fear. <« 1. C.V: a young

<« man, 23 years of age was, in his eighth
¢ year, {uddenly frightened by a dng, the
«« impreflion . recurred . often, and ufed to
« awaken him in the night, being then always
¢ tormented with the idea of his being at-
« tacked by the animal. He was at firft
« feized with epilepfy, the paroxyfms of
e which occurred every half year, but which, .

- ¢¢ after fome ftime, returned every month,
¢« He was al{o affli&ed with borborygmi, want
<< of appetite, and violent head-ach which

-« difturbed his reft; Wweaknefs of underftand-
¢ ing and real delirium enfued, and conti-
s¢ nued for feveral days together, which {fymp-

¢ toms, after they had continued three years, -
<« were followed by vertigo.”

1f thofe who are of a very timorous difpofi-.
tion, no matter whether it be born with
them or accidentally formed, have their minds -
" filled
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filled with many of the firange and horrid no-
tions whichare commonamong ignorant people,
they may be confidered as always bordering on
a ftate of infanity or epilepfy from mental
caufes; for accidental circumftances may give
rife to fuch imaginary obje&s of terror as to-
tally to deftroy judgment. < I. C. B. a mi-
¢ ner, aged 34, of a fhort ftature, having a
¢ great round head, and being of a mufcular
¢¢ flethy make, was brought into our work-
¢ houfe, on the sth of February, 1770, on
¢¢ account of an obftinate melancholy, which
¢¢ had commenced in the autumn of the year
¢ 1769, 1in confequence of terror from an
<€ imaginary caufe. When he was afked con-
¢ cerning it, he gave the following account
¢ of himfelf; he faid that, until the laft au-
¢ tumn, he had always enjoyed good health;
¢ but one day during that feafon, as he was
¢ entering the fmelting-houfe alone, a horrid,
¢ big, black human figure fuddenly jumped
¢« on his thoulders, which' terrified him fo
“ much as to occafion his prefent diforder.””
Greping, 1. 1. p. 35.

Nor 1L T It
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It is eafily to be i:ﬁagined, that the powers
of reafon are naturally weakened by habirua]
fear; for, as in every operation of judgment
the attention muft be confined, for a certain
time, -to the various ideas to be cmﬁpared and
from which the conclufions are to. be drawn, -
and as.the- Impreﬂions of fear produce power.
ful uneafy feelings in our bodily frame, and as
all powerful corporeal feehngs generally with-
draw attention from objeéts of cool reafon, fo
an habitual weaknefs of underftanding, or in-
correctnefs of judgment is at laft the refult.

But when the operations of judgment are
thus influenced, by the recurrence of dreadful
thoughts, as much mental derangement may
follow as if real caufes of fear had operated.
It is in this way that many rich people become

infane from the mere apprehenfions of pover-
ty. The inftability of human affairs, and the
confequent precarioufnefs of fortune, and anin-
judicious anxiety about the mere expenditure.
of property, areamong the firft mental caufes
which give birth to the frequent returns of
this kind of dread. It often arifes, alfo, in
' men
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imen who have been engaged in an a&ive and
lucrative buﬁnefs and who inj judiciou {ly retire -
from it; for fuch people, from the nature of
their education, having but few refources
within themfelves, continue to be much occu=
pied about their worldly affairs; and as the
conftant fpending of money is to them the
fource of many painful thoughts, and, alfo,"
as they are deprived of the pleafure they
formerly received from the profits of their
profeflion, fo this kind of melancholy dread,
or apprehenfion, is very apt to arife in their
minds. - : J

A perfon of a very timofous difpofition is
almoft inceffantly expofed to many unavoida-
ble caufes of pain; folitude, the darknefs of
the night, a long journey which muft be exe~
cuted, the common rivalthip and enmity of -
mankind, the caufes of anxiety peculiar to the
various purfuits of life, are all rich fources of
conftant apprehenfion, and hence fuch people
are very apt, ata certain period of their lives,
to fink into a ftate of fettled melancholy, ' It
is {urely needlefs to obferve, that if any real
and prefling calamity threatens them, from

7 o which
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which they think they cannot efcape, defpair
natumlly follows ; from which fuicide or mur.
der may refult, accordingly as circumftances
fhall determine; as an elucidation of which
pofition, the cafe of CATHARINE HAUSLERIN
narrated in the prccedmg chapter, may be
- confuited.

The fear of eternal damnation, alfo, or re.
ligious defpondency, and the fear of death,
are to be enumerated among the varieties of the
paffion we are {peaking of, which give birth
to fuch melancholy and delirium as terminate
in defpair. The firft is extremely common
among the lower clafs of Methodifts in this
country, and among the Moravians in Ger-
many. Such perfons are aweful leffons of the
imbecillity of human reafon ; they fall vi@ims
to the dreadful oratory either of enthufiaftic
preachers, or elfe of hypocritical ones. :

When fear is mixt with other paffions, thefe,
as might be naturally expected, produce 'pcri:u-.
liar effects. Fear and wonder are common
aflociations ; the gloomy and aweful appear=

: - _ance
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ance of the {ky before the burfting of a thun-
der ftorm, the looking down from a high pre-
cipice, the fight of a ftupendous catara&l, or
the conflagration of a city, are circumftances
which produce on our minds the united effeéts
of fear and wonder. The countenance betmj&: ‘
the mixt effect by the ftaring of the eye, the
open mouth, the palenefs of the fkin and a
cold and creeping fenfation which overfpreads

“it, and by the relaxatmn of the features of
the face,

On the mind the united effeés of fear and
wonder are a total want of command over the
flow of our ideas; and hence one of the moft

" common confequences of fuch impreflions is -
Vertigo.

Fear is faid to be often affociated with hope.
The truth, however, would be better exprcﬁ'ed
by faymg, that they often follow each otherin
rapid fucceffion; for, firictly fpeaking, fear i is
a negative of hope. When hope and fear are

~ concatenated, fo as to fucceed each other

quickly, they generally produce much agita-
tion
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tion in our frame, efpecially if they be power.
ful; for the impreffions of the one are painful,
and thofe of the other pleafurable; and the
fucceffion of fuch oppofite effeéts tends .;;g ;
produce diﬂ"f:irent actions in the heart and arte
“ries, and yet neither of thefe is permanent ; the
‘whole body is thrown into a ftate of tremor
and general ﬁgitatien, fluthings of heat and
cold ra_pidly fucceed each other, the bfea‘.thin’g
is at one moment quick and full, and the next
moment languid and opprefled; and this ftate
continues until either the hope or -fear becomes
prcdornmant and the ymptoms then take thr;,
chara&ﬂr from the prevailing paffion. '

Fear may be cum.bi‘ncd'qr concatenated with
other affe¢tions of the mind; but although'
thefe are interefting in a pfychological. point

~of view, yet they are very little fo in a medi-
cal one, and hence they have no titleto a piaetj':
in this work.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER V.

ON ANGER AND THE OFFENSIVE PASSIONS, AND-
- THEIR EFFECTS.

Anger a modification-of. the inflin? of Jelf-prefers
wation. - Of w.lrdz it is compofed. MEPI do not
commit injuries for the pleafure of enjoying the
misfortune of others, as afferted by Hrive-
TIUS. By what circumflances a man is royfed
to anger. Difference between angey and re-
Seniment.  Digreffion concerning the qﬁ?&: crf
anger, batred, and revenge in fociety. Effests

- of anger on the ndividual. Corporeal effe?s de-
Jeribed.  Analogy of anger fo delivinm. The
difeafes enumerated to which this paffion gives
birth. Anger does not produce infanity ; but the
predi j}xy’ tion to mania ﬂrafzg{y difpofes 1o this
- paffion.

ANGER is one of the moft powerful means
with which nature has endowed us for refift-
ing injury. It may be confidered as a modifi-

cation
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cation of the inftin¢t of felf-prefervation which
all animals have in common with man, ¢
arifes from our averfion to pain. We are im.
pelled by it, as if by an involuntary force, to
acts of the greateft violence ; and in order -to
enable us to perform them, are made to feel ag
if we were fuddenly endowed with a preterna- -
tural degree of ftrength; every mufcle of vo.
luntary a&ion is thrown into a ftate of half
contraction, and the irritation is felt at the
moft diffant parts of our extremities,

Every age, fex, and temperament experi-
ence the force of this deftructive paﬁ'ion the
child and the aged perfon, the ftrong and the
infirm, the phlegmatic and melancholic, the
philofopher as well as the peafant; the fmalleft
infect returns injury i-'or.inj ury; the bee ftings
when irritated, and the viper bites whatever
gives it pain.

Like every other paffion, it is compofed of a
certain feries of mental perceptions, and of cer-
tain defires which fpring from thefe, The

' | objects
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objects which give birth to the mental percep-
tions are fuch, as either immediately affe&t us
with pain, corporeal or mental, or which we
forefee will affect us with pain if not avoided; -
the defire is that of wéakening, removing, or

deftroying the obje& which threatens us with
fuch injury. |

If the principle of fellow-feeling or fym-
pathy tends to make wus kind, benevolent,
compaffionate and charitable; the principle of
felf-prefervation and its worft kind of modifi-
cation, felfithnefs, by making us defirous of
attaining every obje¢t which can promote our
own happinefs, often occafions us to be unjuft,
paflionate, revengeful and oppreffive.

Let it not be imagined, that what HerLve-
T1Us has faid can be generally true; that there
are men who do injury to their fellow creatures
from no other motive than that of enjoying
the misfortunes of others, ¢ 1l eft des hom-
* mes malheureufement nés, qui, enemis du
¢ bonheur d’autrui, defirent les grandes places,

€ non
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¢« non pour jouir des avantages qu’elles pro.
¢ curent, mais pour gouter le feul plaifir deg
¢« infortunés, puur tormenter les hommes, et
. «¢ jouir de leur malheurs.”” ~ Difc. iii. chap,
12.  However unreafonable and wanton the
actions of fuch men may appear to fome peq..'- :
ple; it is certain that they arife from the fame
principle which prompts other men to award
injury.; they confider, (falfely indeed) that
the ats of violence which they cnmmit_:éf;
neceflary to fecure their happinefs, welfare,
or {elf-prefervation ; and being, from a faulty
organization of nerves, more powerfully actu-
ated by thefe motives than what the generality
of other men are, they do not examine with
{ufhicient caution the various ties which bind
them to fociety ; and which when violated
are more likely to defeat than promote the
great object they have in view; their pow-
er of judging is weak, and the:y therefore
eafily yield to the firft fuggeftions of the
painful principle which governs them; 2
timorous man, who has either real or imagi-
nary enemies, and who has power in his
hands, will always act in a ryrannical, cruel,
and
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and unjuft manner towards them, becaufe he

is conftantly under the impreflion of their

doing him harm, or of their oppofing his

wifhes. If he can remove them by any means

confiftent with his own fafety, he will do fo 5

the painful impreflions of the prefent moment.
do not permit him to look forward to future

confequences, and he therefore generally de-

feats' his own purpofes by his extreme vio-

lence; a brave man, on the other hand, feels
a confidence in his own power, and often

totally difregards men whom he knows to be

his enemies, becaufe he thinks he can at any

time overcome them,

+ In order to prove, fatisfadtorily, that no
man is roufed to an offenfive ftate of paffion,
but by circumftances which either evidently
affect his welfare, or prefervation, or which
feem to him to do fo, a flight analyfis of the
nature of the principal exciting caufes of an-
ger, hatred, and revenge, will be fufficient.

The moft common caufe of anger is when

& man receives a real injury, or fuppofes he
~ has
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has received one;' for the ‘pain he fuffers,
whether bodily, or mental, makes him feel the
moft lively defire of removing the caufe of jt,
The emotions which he feels about the pre.
cordia in confequence of fuch pain, and the
defire which is the confequence of this feeling,
are the principal fources of the moft torment.
ing uncafinefs, and are the fame in every perfon,
if we except a differencein degree.. The ads
of volition which arife from the defire are
modified by the intervention of various afloci-
ated ideas, which give a very different character

. to the different acts, and they therefore redeive
different names. If a perfon, at the time of
his receiving an injury, yields to the defire of
removing the caufe of it, and returns pain for
pain, but that folely with the view of making
the other perfon defift, by caufing him to ex-
perience the fame uneafinefs which he has oc-
cafioned, this is confidered, by the laws of his
country, and by men at large, as reafonable,
and, in many cafes, commendable anger. But _
if, aft?r a perfon has defifted from injuring us,
we cherifh the recollection of it, and confider.
him as an object of averfion, and if that avers
it ; fion
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fion prompts us to injure him at any favoura-
ble opportunity, this is called re'{entment,
and revenge; and we are properly faid to be
actuated by a vindi&ive fpirit.

Refentment and a fpirit of vengeance ope-
rate differently according as they are, or are
not combined with other defires. If the vin-
di&tive perfon wifhes to make another on whom
he means to take revenge, feel his power, he
finds a pleafure in the thought of making hig
enemy know that the vengeance proceeds
from him.

¢ Ma vengeance eft perdue
% 5%l ignore en mourant, que c’eft moi, qui le tue*

If the vindiGive perfon is endowed with
true courage, he attacks his enemy openly,
and by putting him on his guard, gives him a
chance of his life : if on the gther hand, per-
fonal fear operates ftrongly on him, and he
withes at the fame time to be fecure of the
vengeance he means to take, he feizes an op-
: ' 2. - portunity
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portunity of executing his purpofe when h;g
encmy thinks-himfelf fafe from harm.

To attempt a complete enumeration of alf
the various caufes which occafion hatred,
anger, and revenge, would be a vain. endea~.
vour, not only on account of their multipli-
city, and the various fhades of dlﬂ’erence which
exift among them, but alfo on account of the
great diverfity that we obferve them pmducé'
on different men : in fome, a very flight caufe
feems to produce great turbulence of fpmts,_
and ebullition of blood ; in others, the difor-
ders of the body and mind never rife to any
alarming degree; in fome they continue long

after the exciting caufes have been withdrawn ;
in others they gradually fubfide, like the agita-
tion of the waters, after the ftorm has ceafed =
to blow. |

Among- favage and uncultivated nations,
the moft common exciting caufes of anger,
hatred, and revenge, are the animal defires;
and the remembrance of paft injuries ; among
civilized nations they. are more numerous:
for in addition to thefe may be enumerated-

avarice,
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avarice, pride, bigotry, fuperftition, love,

friendfhip, the defire of conqueft, and the

defire of fame. From thefe fources fpring

acts of heroifm, and bravery, fecret ven-

- geance, murders, cruelty, and oppreflion, ac-
cording as accidental and incidental circum-

ftances fhall determine. Of all thefe caufes,

thofe which have been the moft pernicious to

the human race, bigotry, ambition, avarice,

‘and the defire of conqueft, are the moft pro-
minent ; for thefe have terminated, and may

again terminate in the deftruétion of thoufands
“of our fellow creatures, in the maflacre of
whole fe&ts, in rebellion and civil wars, in the

extermination of an inoffenfive and generous

people, and in the unjuft {ubjugation of inde-

pendent ftates, kingdoms, and emp_irés. The

flaughter of the Hugonots in the time of

Cuarcres IX. of France, and of the Proteftants

in England, under the reign of Mary; the

bloody hatred and enmity of the adherents of

the houfes of York and Lancafter ; the cruel

cunqﬁeﬁs of the Spaniards in South America,

in which the love of gold feemed to have

given a metallic - hardnefs to the human

heart,
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heart, are {o many inftances in fuppors -
of the obfervation. To the repeated ope.
ration of fuch caufes, allo, we are to afcribe
the horrid characters and difpofitions of
a Caricura, a Ricuarp III. PHivip the
Cruel, a Duke of Alva, &c. As a medicg]
writer, I find myfelf obliged to quit this field
of inquiry, and return to the effects of this
paflion on the individual. Thefe are either-
corporeal, or mental; but before fpeaking of
them, it becomes neceflary to remark, that
~anger muft be divided, as to its effects, into
“two claffes. The character of each may be
taken from the external phenomena ; in the one
cafe, .the face glows with heai:, and is fluthed
with blood ; it may be called burning anger;
in the other, a deadly pale and livid hue over-
fpreads the face, the features thrink, and the
ikin is corrugated ; this is pale rage.

As foon as the firft of thefe is excited, the

- impreflions are directed to the heart and arte-
ries, and they are excited to a prerﬁmatural
degree of action; the blood is propelled with
violence to the furface of the body, and it
circulates
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circulates with force and rapidity through the
{mallet and moft extreme arteries ; and hence
the burning heat which charactetizes this fort
of paffion. The face becomes flufhed, the
eyes fparklinig, and inflamed, and the breath-
ing convulfedand irregular ; the blood, there-
fore, cannor return teadily to the heast, the
veins in the face and neck fwell, grow tumid,
and feem ready to burft. The excitement
-which arifes in the mufcles from the increafed
quantity of blood that circulates through
them, throws them into a commencement of
~contraction, and the feeling which arifes from
this prompts us almoft as much as the ideas
themfelves do, to give them full a&ion.

In this ftate of general diforder of the fyf-
tem, itis impoflible the-mind can receive any
‘impreflions but thofe arifing from the paffion s
it 1s alfo impeffible to liften to the general
Jjudgments which govern men at large, and
the veluntary actions, therefore, become tiuite
‘unreafonable; and  often injurious to others ;
Sorif all fellow-feeling, and the recolle@ion
of principles are deftroyed by the influence of

Vor. II. U pain,
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pain, the defire ‘of removing the ‘caufe of it
becomes fo great that the means are not always
well chofen. Anger, when very violent, may
therefore be faid to be a real delirium,’ not only
on account of the painful ideas deftroying judg..
ment, butalfo on account of the preternatural-
Iy increafed acion of the veffels of the brain,
« Ira furor brevis ¢fi.”>° Let no improper or
falfe conclufion be drawn from this philofo-
phical fa&. Let no mancondemn the punifh-
ment-which fociety inflicts on thofe who yicld
to any criminal impulfe of this paffion'; it may
appear to be cruel in regard to the individual,
but it is judicious inregard to fociety; for it is
by reftraint that the fury of the maniac is quel-
led;; it is by oppofing fear to anger, that anger
isto befubdued. If the terror of public fhame
‘and punifhment be affociated in ‘the mind
‘with -the 'exceffes of anger, the one will not
arife without the other, the poifon and the
-antidote will ‘be infeparable; and thehand
that would at times have been prempted to
‘take away ‘the life of a fellow citizen, will

‘be arrefted by  the fudden and aﬂ“ﬂtiatcd_
.thuught of his own:danger. 1 05

ming o <The
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~The more immediate corporeal effects- of

this paffion which have beern mentioned, often -
become the caufe of much injury, and great
danger to the individual. The violence with
which the blood is propellcd tothe head, as well
as to various other delicate organs of the human
frame, and the difficulty of its return, which is
ewing -to the difordered ftate of refpiration,
often produce fuch an accumulation of blood
as to oécaﬁﬁn-apoplexy. «« A burger of Bern,
¢ in Switzerland, of the name of RusT, an
«.excellent and pious man, about fifty years
« old, of a bad habit of body, and fubject
“ to coﬁivcnéfs,__ happened to quarrel with
¢ another perfon at an entertainment. In the
¢ heat of the affray he received a flight blow on
¢ the face, which increafed the paflionfo much
¢ that he fell down apparently, dead, and re-~
¢ mained a confiderable time in this ftate.
-« Upon recovering himfelf he went home,
“« and complai}led much of head-ach ; never-
< thelefs he ate a little foup, which he foon
¢ vomited, togéther with the other contents
“ of his ftomach. ' He then went to bed, and
5. ﬂcpt tolerably well until one o’clock next
U2 ¢ morning,
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« morning, when he was firuck with an apo-
¢« plectic firoke, of which he died the fame
¢« day.” Herpanus, Cent. vi. Obferv. xi.

In other cafes, the blood havinga tolerably
free return, does not produce any congeftion
but the irritation from the painful ideas, ang
the quicknefs of circulation, produce delirium,
MorGacnt, Epiff. xxxvii. ‘and epilepfy, pro-
fufe hemorrhages from the ears, nofe, and
ungs, have alfo frequently occurred, Confult
Prcuriw, Lib.iii. Obf. 25. Fas. Herpanus,
O%f. Med. Chirur. Cent. i. OBf. 18. and Hors-
maN, Tom. IV. part 2. p. 477, where he relates'
a cafe of profufe hzmorrhage from the he-

morrhoidal veins, in confequence of the
fame paffion.

- One of the moft fingular effeéts of anger is
on the liver and its appendages. In fome
- conftitutions, efpecially thofe which are greatly
difpofed to bilious complaints, a violent fit
of anger is often fufficient to produce a very
difeafed fecretion of bile, altermg itina fhort
3 _ : time,
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time, not only 'in'quzntity, but alfo in quality.
The only principle on which this curious phe- -
nomenon feems to depend, is the well-known
fympathy which exifts between the brain and
liver; we find the fame phenomenon take place,

- whenan injury is received on the head, efpeci-
ally fuch an injury as produces a great deter=-
mination of blood 1o’ that part: ' The fact itfelf
is well eftablifhed, and has been obferved
by various authors of the firft authority. The
‘moft common complaints ‘produced by this
difeafed- fecretion of bile, are violent! colic
pains, and bilicu‘s"diarrhnea Sce Horrman,
Med. S_yﬁ Tom, IV. partii. p:2¢5. and
part iii. ‘p. 2503 -alfo Turrervs, Lib, ii. cap.
20. Pecurin, alfo, in his O3/, Lib. iii. 033’25.
mentions a curicus cafe of an apothecary
 who was of fuch a paflionate and irafcible
< difpofition, ‘that if he had no one to quar-
¢ rel with, would grow angry by himfelf ;>
and hence it happened that he was often af.
flicted with the moft excruciating' colic, and :
atJaft with a real tympany, of which he died.

O 73id In
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In fome cafes, jaundice has {fuddenly arifen
after a violent fit of 'a'ngér_-. - "This may’ happen
in: confequence of a {pafm affeCting that part
of the duodenum into which the dutus com-
munis cholidicus empties itfelf, or by a fpa}:_
'modic'cbntra&ion of the du& onlf, or by the
propulﬁ{m of a b111ary calculus into the du&us :
communis, ‘if any prcvmuﬂy cx1ﬁed in the .
.gnll-bladdcr. .

2idA - paﬂ'ion'fo cextremely violent as this,
which adsi like a powerful ftimulus to the
whole fyftem, muft foon-exhauft the irritability.
of every veffel in the human body; accord-
ingly we find that not only the greateft difor-i'
ders occur in'the various vifcera when it is ex-
'cefﬁve, but . -that the whole firength is often
{o completely exhaufted-as to be followed by

& obﬁinate---fainting,-- convulfions, and I"dcath
itfelf. bi

If anger a& in the way mentioned; it is
~evident that it may, at times, effe vcry fur-
prizing cures. In all cafes of paralyfis the
irritability of the mufcles of the parts affeted

are
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are generally accumulated, while rthe, veffels
- which fecrete the nervous fluid are in a ftate.
of torpor, and do. n{}t perform thcn' oﬂice pm-
perly; the caufe of the difeafe is lefs fre-
quent in the.head than.is commonly fufpected.
~ If the fentient pfig_ciple; ~or mervous fluid,.
is only fcantily fecreted, the ffnforial im-
preffions-of volition cannot be conveyed to the
mufcles of ‘the paralytic part, and. therefore
thefe mufcles. do. not obey the didtates of.
tﬁe will. ‘At a certain period of the com-.
"plamt however, whf:n hes blopd veflels -of
the nerves begin to be a little rc-excned the
fenforial impreflions of any violent paﬂian,
fuch as anger, fhall be fo great as to pafs
along the nerves, and by ating as a topical
~ ftimulus in its paffage, fhall re-excite thefe
veflels into a ftronger degree of action, and
thus cure the diforder. It is in this way that
the fudden cure of palfy, by anger, may be
accounted for, many cafes of which are men.
tioned by TuLpius and Varerius Maximus,
and of _.wflich other inftances are recorded in
the Afa Hafunienfa.

Anger
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Anger féldorh terminates. in permanent in.
fanity; except there be ftforg predifpofition
to the eomplaint, but 6n the other hand thap
difeafed ftate of thé brain which lays the
foundation of mania, ftrongly predifpofes to
this paffion. All the figns which chara&erize
vhaniacal delirium, aré nearly fimilar in kind
to thofe of exceflive rage; the expreffions and
geftures are always violent and offenfive, the
ations injurious, the eyes red and i’nﬂarﬁéd,
thé countenance flufhed, fwollen, and diftorted,
and thé perfon ungovcrnable, See cbaprer m:
Dﬁ‘famfk. ' |

CHAT
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CHAPTER VL
ON LOVE, II.s_;;nD.IFICA'I‘mES Aﬁn EFFECTS.

Love is a mixed paﬂ' Gon,  Of wbat it 75 compofed.
Analyfis of its_ elementary parts. Of animal
defire.  OF luft.  Why women are move moral

~ than men.  Of the corporeal effells of this defire
when refirained, The opinion that animal defire
is dove, and rba! Jove is the fame in all amma!.r,
proved to be ervoneous,  The opinion that Iove
is a pure [entiment of the mind equally falfe.
What the moral qualities are which excite love.
Whether learning in women 15 prejudicial to
love 2 The moff romantic love may arife fuddenly.
How this happens 2 The fingularities of many
love-matcbes accounted for. -~ The-effesls of fitc-
cefsful love on body and mind deferibed.  How

benevolence, kindnefs, and -generofity, are the
gspring of love.  The effelZs of unfuccefsful

- love, and di tfappointed love, on mind and body.
How it may terminate in ﬁzma’e. In what
cafes unfuccefsful love terminates in infanity.
A cafe. How it may terminate in murder. A

;zz_'fef milar to Mr, HACK.MAN S»
Molt.
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' 1. ;
Mot facred fyre, that burneft mightily
In living brefts, ykindled firft above
-  Emong th’ eternal {pheres and lamping {ky,
And thence poure.d into men, which men call love f
Not that fame which doth bafe 2ffeftions move
_In brutifh mindes, and filthy luft inflame, ;
" But that fweet fit that doth true beauty love,
And choleth virtue for his deareft dame, 3
“rhe.ncc fprmg a'll rmble deéds and never d}rmg fame:
WA L II'
“Well did antiquity a gﬂd thee decme—— ¢
& : B i FaaUQufcrz.

\UNTIL the agc nf puberty, true lovr: is
ncver felt in the human breaﬁ: and the famhty
mth whlch we are. afﬁ:&ed w1th thls paﬁion :
ganetally dcca}?s in. propnrtmn as we advance
beyond the meridian of life; for the fondnefles
and attachments of children of different fexes;
and the ifr'cgular defires of old peuptc _are not
of its nature; the.firft want the inclinations .
which are natural to the paffion, the fecond
h‘&ve nothing but falfe defires, arifing from
the dzforderlv 1nﬂucnce of a cnrrupt ftore of
loufe 1deas. ' A=

N

"Tove isa mixed paffion, founded on the

one hand, on the natural deﬁre of the fexes,
‘ and
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and -on the other hand, on defires which, al=
though not fo ungovernable as this, are more
lafting in kind, and purer in their obje& ; they
are commonly called fentiments of the heart.
The union of the fexes is the work of nature,
and is a law which all men, in common with
all animals, obey; the union of mind is not-
only peculiarto-man, but is not even general
among mankind ; for it appears to be the off-
{pring of civilization and culture:. by the firfk
mentioned defire, the great objedt ‘of animal
life is completed ;'fby; the fccmjd,’ the fphfi‘c +
of happinefs is increafed and promoted:.

Of all the paffions which fubjugate human -
reafon, this is, doubtlefs, the moft irrefiftible
in its attacks, the moft infidious in its pro-
grefs, and the moft powerful in its 'eﬂ'ﬂéts;F
ambition, ' pride, felf-love, p_a_rgntal and filial
affection cannot enter into competition with
it; it refifts them all, i:onquers them, and has
even made a facrifice of friendfhip and bro-
therly love. But it is not the obje& of this
work to fpeak of the effe@s which the pal-
DBAY; fions

P I, - S —
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fions produce on fociety, but to analyze them,
and defcribe their influence on the individual,
Now, in order to do this in a {cientific man.
ner, it becomes neceffary to ‘trace the origin -
and the nature of its conftituent parts; and
firtt, then, of the defire of the fexes as one uf
the elements of love. -

As mankind may be confidered as being at
all tirmes expofed to animal defire, from the
ftate of puberty until debilitated by age or ex~
cefs, I mean when compared with the reft of
the animal world, in whom, in general, the
inftinct occurs at certain periods only; it is
probable that this is the reafon why our de-
fires are lefs violent than thofe of the brute

 creation, No fooner is the 1mpreffion felt by
them than the means of grétifying it are
fought after with a degree of ardour which
borders on fury. The whole frame of the ani-
mal feems to be atuated with new force and
vigour, its motions are quick and rapid, its
eyes gliften, and its nerves feem to circulatﬁ
fire; food is negletted, fences are:broken

down, the beafts of prey become more favage
and .
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and dangerous than ever, they range through
the forefts and ficlds, plunging into the deepeft
rivers, and traverfing rocks and mountains,
to meet the objects deftined to quell the im-
pulfe by which they are propelled.

Tempore non alio catulorum oblita lecena,
: Sa:vi_f:nr erravit campis; nec funera vulgd
Tam multa informes urfi, ftragemque dedére
Per fylvas: tum fevus aper, tum peflima tigris:
Heu! malé tum Lybiz folis erratur in agris.
Nonne vides ut tota tremor pertentet equorum
Corpora, fi tantiim notas odor attulit auras?
Ac neque eas jam frena virfim, neque verbera fzeva;
Non feopuli, rupefque cavze, atque cbje@a retardant
Flumina correptos undi torquentia montes.
Iple ruit, dentefque fabellicus exacuit fis,
Et pede profubigit terram, fricat arbore coftas,
Atque hinc, atque illinc humeros ad vulnera durat.
_ Vircin. Georg. lib. 3.

Although in man, as well as in other ani
mals, the defire arifes out of a cerporeal feel-
ing, yet we do not aét in blind obedience to
it as they do. A number of caufes may give
2 different direGion to our will, the impulfes
of which, under fuch circumftances, always
counteract and often overcome thofe of animal

2 defire,
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defire. TIn women, efpecially, in whom ideas
of the immorality, danger, and ftate of de-
gradation attending the loofe indulgence of
fuch paflions are early and ftrongly inculcated;
 the defire no fooner arifes to a certain degree,
than by the laws of affociation of ideas, fome
of thefe thoughts prefent themfelves to their
minds and refcue them from danger. The
early habits of reﬁramt to which they are ac-
cuftomed by a _]udlmous education facilitate
this ready change of thought, and thus tend
to diminith all the impi*eiﬁ'}ms of loofe defire,
and preferve the honor of the fex. The mo-
ral education of young men being greatly dif-
- ferent, in this refpect; from that of the oppo-
fite fex, and their defires bemg ftronger from
the phyfical conftitution of their frame, it
rarely happens that they do not foon yu:ld to
the force of the internal 1mpulfe. 4

In regard to the influence which this defire
has-over the individual, as much depends‘on
his -conftitution as on education; for as the
phyfical conftitution of no two menis ahkc,
and as this defire depends, in the firft inftance;

iy on
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on the action of certain veflels which are not
under the’ government of his will, it is evident
that there muft bea veri,r great'diverﬁi:}"amﬂng
men . in this refpeét; fome burn- like fire,
others are natur-ally cold as ice; and between
thefe two extremes, every vanety, in refpect
of degree, 'is to be met with. It is by no

~means incumbent on ‘me, and certamly it ‘is
not my intention- to dwell on thefe varieties.
The one extreme already defcribed conftitutes
luft, the other that peculiar difeafe which
phyficians call’ Anaphrodifia.”

In order to demonftrate how much luft de-
pends on the mere organization of man, and
efpecially on the aQion of a certain fet of vel- |
fels and glands, it may be mentioned, that
circumftances which in the generality of peo-
ple damp animal defire the moft powerfully,

- produce very little effet on a luftful perfon ;
fatigue of body, and a low ‘diet, the moft
-powerful of all corre@ors, feldom produce
miuch effe@; as to medicines, they are feldom
employed without- danger. If a perfon of
fuch a conftitution i Is ftrictly educated, and is
853 powerfully

L CFET Al S
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powetfully refirained by principles of moral;.
ty, a conteft often arifes between mind ang
body, which now and then terminates in men.
tal ruin of in alingering death.. Szanr, inhis

© Theoria Vera, afcribes thé.ozigin- of many cafes
of infanity to an unnatural check being given

_ to certain: natural defires, and ZimMerMar,
in his book on Experience, _-,r_nentiﬁns. a re-

~ markable cafe of 2 Marguis pe Renty, whe
refolved to abflain from all cennexion with
women; and who fell a viétim to the experi=
ment, GarLen remarks, that thofe who fhin
~every indulgence of love gencrail'y- grow lan-
- guid and heavy ; fome are much deprefled and
uncommonly melancholy, and they at lafk
lofe their appetite and powers of digefting,
De locis et affetiis, Lib. iv. cap. 6. FRANE,
- the prefent Profeffor of the Clinical Inftitution
at Vienna, in his truly q‘iegan-_,t and learned
work, entitled 2 Syflers of Medical Polity, re- I
lates the cgfe-of a lady of his acquaintance, ﬂf
a warm and amorous conftitution, who was

- unfortunately married to a very debilitated and
impotent man; and who ﬂmough ﬂne,(ifﬁe#
betrayed, unawares; by her Jooks and gel-
' turcs
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tures, the fecret fire which confumed her, yet
from ftrong moral principles refifted all cri- -
minal gratiﬁcation. After a long firuggle her

. health at laft gave way; a flow fever feized her
and releafed her from her fuﬂ’enngs.

It muft be confefled that fuch cafes as thefe
are by no means common, nor will any one
confider them, it is to be hoped, as circum-
ftances which either recommend, or juftify
the criminal indulgence to which this defire
often gives rife; for it is an undeniable truth,
that thefe may, in general, be refifted, net

only with impunity, but with benefit to the
individual.

Such is the nature and the chara&_er of that

_ defire by which man, in common with all

animals, is impelled to propagate his fpecies.
The favage, unendowed with any ideas but
thofe which are conn_ﬂ._éfi:éd with his ewn exift-

cnce, and thofe which arife from the “impref-
fions of pleafure or pain to which his bbdy is

fubjed, is governed by this inftint as he i
governed by hunger or thirft; he knows no .

' Vor. II. £l ~ other
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other tie which binds him to one of the oppo-
fite fex. Ido not fpeak of all thofe whom
we denominate favages; for many of thefe,
from the increafe of population, are forced to
live in fociety, and begin to acquire the no-
'ticu;s which are common to fociety in general ;
but where no other law than that of force has
any influence, we find the women reduced to
the moft abjed ftate of flavery, and either
fhut up for the occafional gratification of
fenfual pleafures, or elfe are indifcriminately
ufed by any one who feels 2 momentary in-
clination for them. If among certain favage
tribes a feleGtion of any female is made, the
preference arifes cither from perfonal beauty
alone, or from motives of intereft. The WO-
men are always flaves, and are -obliged to do
the moft laborious and meaneft offices; no
fenfe of gratitude is ever felt for the pleafures
they beftow; no ai:t_émpt is' made to remder
them fervice, or augment their happinefs ; nei-
ther is value fet on any other endearment& than
thofe to Wthh luft prompts. :

Many
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Many authors, from the earlieft tiiﬁes,.hive
dignified this kind of defire with the name of
love. i

Omne adeo genus in terris hominumque, feratumque;
Et genus =quoreum, pecudes, piftzque volucres
In furias ignemque runnt :  Amor dmuibus idem.

This fentiment Vircrr borrowed from cer-
-tain Greek philofophers ; but among that en
lightened people, another fe&, equally refpect-
able and learned, entertained an abftract opi-
nion of love, which was the véry‘ oppofite of
this; they conceived it to confift intirely
in a fecret fympathy of foul, which was
free from all Gﬂrpﬂrﬁa;_]' defire. At the head
of this clafs of philofophers was the divine
Prato. Love, according to his notion, was
a pure pleafure, derived from the perfetion
of mind. Thefe two oppofite opinions have -

- flowed down the fiream of time, through the
regions of {cience, to our days; and of the
philofophers of the prefent day, there are
fome who, like the ancients, degrade the paf-
fion to the rank of a mere animal defire, ‘while
others make it confift in mental pleafures

A 2 only,
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only. Thefe conclufions, however,  are not
drawn from the real nature of love, but from
falfe theory, .or moral prejudice. The admi-
ration of the mind, alone, does not conftitute
love, inafmuch as the fex of the individual is
of no account in fuch an affeCtion; and on
the other hand, the admiration of the perfonal
charms of the oppofite fex, as it has for its
object mere animal gratification, is mere ani-
mal defire. -

When we inquire into the nature of the
moral qualities which, in combination w1th per-
{onal charms, give birth tothe emotmns of love,
we readily difcover that they are not the
higher qualities of mind. It is not on account
of a fuperior memory, imagination, or judg-
ment, that either a man or woman is beloved.
Thefe,_ doubtlefs, may occafion the fentiments
of refpect, but they do not excite the fond
affections of which we are treating. In regard
to the female fex, it is certain that a woman
endowed with an extenfive and retentive me-
mory like that of CYRUS with the erudition
of a G1BBOY, Or theludgrnent of a MANSFIELD,

: gt will
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will rather avert than promote love by means
of fuch endowments; forthere is a fpecies of
awe connefted with the admiration of thefe,
which damps and often forbids the familiari-
ties to which this paffion gives birth, apd in
which its moft lafting pleafures confift. Let
not the fair fex believe, as is too commonly
the cafe, that men are jealous of learning in
them, Men only regret that learning fome-
times tends to deftroy the ferhale character,
and to rob it of many of the fofter and more
endearing qualities for which the fex is pre-
eminently diftinguithed. It is a lamentable
truth, that the qualities of the heart, as they
are commonly called, often fuffer by the cul-
ture of the head. Affability, an amiable,®
uniform, and cheerful temper, elevated fen-
timents uninjured by affectation, decency
and elegance of manners, a corre&, but not
a mafculine judgment, a quick and pleafant
wit, a humane and gentle difpofition, a feel-
ing heart, fympathizingwith' all the gay and
kinder paffions, as well as with grief and pain ;
thefe are the principal moral charms which,

when joined with perfonal beaury in the fair
| ' fex,
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fex, fafcinata almoft every heart. But fhe{'e
often fuffer by intenfe ftudy, and by the re.
_moval of what are called prejudices of rehgmn
and morality’; and hence a certain degree of
.erud;t:on, and ftrength of mind in an equal
degree, are-often hurtful to love, On the
other hand, T hope it is almoft hnneceﬁ“ary for
me to add that, although the admiration of
the higher powers of the underftanding in wo-
men feldom enters into the compofition of this
pafiion, yet the negle& of thefe faculties is
often a reafon why the common exciting caufes
fail to produce their proper effet ; for as every -
thing'whi_ch is likely to'create averfion, or éven

- indifference, is a fatal poifon to this paffion,
and as ignorance, and want of fenfe, cannot
give birth to any other fentiments than thefe,
their influence may be eafily dwmﬂd

As love is to be confidered as 2 complex
fyftem of defires, made up of animal defire
and the defires which create and confirm
friendfliip, ‘the firft muft caufe us to fet
a certain value on perfonal charms in <the
perfon we love, and the fecond  induce
us to feck for amiable, ufeful, and laft-

ing
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ing moral qualities. = Perfonal advantages,
then, muft be of equal ufe to both fexes, in
. promoting this paffion; but the moral quali-
ties which one fex values in another, may be
different, inafmuch as the opinions of people
are different ; and as the wants of the two
{exes which make them defite a friend alfo
differ in many refpects.  Both {exes require
an indulgent companion, and therefore ami-
“ablenefs of temper, affability, gentlerrefs, and
good humour, are moral qualities which they
both fet a value on ; but the female requires a
protector, and therefore loves in a man all the
qualities which fit him for fuch an office; fthe.
- admires him for his _.perfonal-éourage, his for-
titude, and ftrength of mind, fuperior learning
and abilities, and for every endowment which
raifes him above the common herd of man-
kind, As a man does not want a protectrefs
in 2 woman, he does not admire a female en-
dowed with a mafculine body or mafculine
mind.-

It may be afked, if true love confifts in the -
united influence of the moral qualities men-
-tioned,
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tioned, and perfonal beauty, how it happeng
- that it fo often arifes at firft fight ?

'As to the fadt, it muft be granted, tha
many people have become deeply enamoured
the firt moment they have beheld a certain
objeét; and fo truly have they been in love as
not to be confcious of having been governed
by any fenfual motive whatever, but have re-
_ga_rdéd the beloved perfon with all the idola-
try which charadterizes the pureft and moft
romantic affe@ion. If unacquainfed with the
perfon, (for acquaintance is not neceffary to
{uch love) a fecret adoration is, in fuch cafes,
often filently maintained for a great length of
time, until occafion by frequently prc‘ﬁ:l;lti!ig :
the'object, or imagination by often renewing
the picture, inflames the paffion to fuch a de-
gree, as to make the perfon incapable of a&-
ing as good fenfe would otherwife dictate. -
Such lovers; except accident ftrangely favours
them, muft generally be unfuccefsful, for they
fcldom wait until they fhall have taken fuch
Jteps as to fecure a conqueft.. Now, in re-
gard to fuch people, ‘a curious queftion arifes,

' | | which
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which is, upon what principle is this fudden
and romantic admiration to be explained?
They have not, from any perfonal acquaint-
ance, had any proof of the moral qualities-of
the perfon they love, and yet their love is as
- much founded on a fuppofed mﬂral beauty as
on perfonal charms.

The true explanation feems to be this.
Every perfon is endowed, to a certain degrec,
with phyfiognomical {cience, founded on the
caft of features of thofe who reared us in our
infancy, and of thofe who have been our aflo-
ciates through life. We think that experience
has uniformly fhewn us, that a certain caft of
features betrays a certain moral chara&er; and
this kind of judgment becomes fo habitual
to us, that we all form prepofieflions, either in
favour or againft other people, at firft fight,
If a perfon, then, of either fex, fhall appear
to one of the oppofite with an expreffion of

" countenance which fhall be characteriftic to
this one of the moral qualities which he or
fhe moft efteems, and confequently witha®
countenance which awakens the moft lively

emotions
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emotions of pleafure, and, in addition to thefe,
the perfon has_evcry advantage of external form

- which can pleafe the fenfes, it is evident thai;
the paflion may be immediately awakened; and
when it is awakened in this kind of \ﬁy, it
will be equally powerful and equally pure,
though not fo reafonable 2s that which is the
offspring of long acquaintance. It may be fur-
ther remarked, that as there has not been any
experience of the perfon’s real character, there
is confequently nothing which can tend to di-
minith the favourable impreffion which was
at. firft made. That great obferver of hu-
man-nature, our immortal SHA.KESPEAR, has,
acknowledged the influence and fréquenb -
operation of this principle, by making many
of his moft exalted lovers 'fuddénly- fall into
the moft romantic love, fuch, for inftance, as |
Rofalind and Orlando, and Romeo and Juliet.

This occult principle is, doubtlefs, the
principal reafen why we fee fo much diverfity
of tafte, as it is called, which is daily exhi-.
bited in love matches. As itis not an obje
of underfianding, there is, ccnfequentiy, no
common principle of convicion for the judg-

. - ment;
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ment; and it is, therefore, abfurd, and the very
height of, human prefumption, to pretend to
decide concerning the reafonablenefs of the
affections of another perfon.

In the artificial fiate of polifhed fociety many
defires arife, the emotions of which may ecca-
fionally fuperfede thofe which are moft natural
to man. The fingularities which thefe pro-
duce in love occur frequently; for if the gra-
tification of fuch defires is more ardently
fought for than the others which are natural,
they will certainly become powerful motives
in the cheice of a companion. There is one
principle, indeed, which all mankind acknow-
ledge to be a fufficient caufe of fexual attach-
‘ment: I mean perfonal charms, or a combi-

" mation of beauty and elegance of form; be-
caufe all mankind being poflcfied of animal

" defire, 'they can eafily enter into the feelings
of another, and judge of their effeéts when
excited by fuch caufes; but when the princi-
pal fource of affeGtion is derived either from
real or fuppofed moral qualities, there cannot,
@s has been already explained, be any bafis
~for
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for general agreement; for the fame morg}
qualities are difﬁtrently valued by dxﬁ'ertnt

peopic.

The moft difficult part of this fubje& re.
mains to be treated; namely, the effects which
this wonderful paffion produces on the mmd
and body. | JEv

As it is compofed‘of {everal defires, and as .
all defires act as powerful ftimuli, hence we
find that, whether love be reciprocal or not,
‘one of its conftant features, in regard to mind,
is a certain degree of inquietude, arifing from
the _extraordinar'}'r exercife or excitement which
it gives to feveral of the mental faculties. It
is fuperior to efery._other defire, and its objed,

therefore, is conftantly prefent to the fancys
‘hence the fleeplefs nights which lovers pafs,
hence their negle¢t of health and the more
ufual concerns of life, their abftrattion from
fociety, their foolifh conduct on many occa-
fions, and their numerous .and extravagant

yeveries, | :
- When
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When once love is admitted, and the fenti-
ments of the beloved objeét are not known,
the body partakes of the diforder of the mind s
the ‘pulfe is generally accelerated, and the
action of the heart becomes irregular; for the
rapid changes of the thoughts from hope to
doubt, and from fancied fuccefs to fancied
difappointment, produce oppofite effe¢ts on
the circulation of bloed, and flathes of heat
are fucceeded by chilly fits or partial fweats.
The ufual bodily feelings do not excite the at-
tention as they formerly did, and the appetite
for food is, therefore, often apparently dimi-
nithed; but the real fa& is, the fenfation of

hunger does not reach the mind, and the food
is neglected. |

‘We naturally defire the prefervation of that
which yields us pleafure; and hence benevo-
lence, kindnefs, and generofity affociate
themfelves to love. In the defires which
ferve for a bafis of thefe laft-mentioned paf-
fions all idea of felf appears to be forgotten ;
friends, fortune, the opinion of the world,
and life itfelf, are at the command of one

being ; .
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being; and we, thercfore, are'capable ufb't'ing
either ennobled or debafed by the perfon we
love. Thisis peculiarly the cafe with _wcrmen;
who are very apt to embrace the fentiments of
their hufbands if they continue to love them,
The dependence of a lover is much more
ftrongly felt by the female than by the male
fex, and hence the facrifices which they make
are commonly much greater, and more gene
rous than thofe of men. I mean where wo-
men really love; for it is certain that neceflity
and intereft more frequently determine their
choice than thofe of men. e

Succefsful love is almoft exa&ly fimilar to
joy in its operation on the mind and body.
"The circulation, refpiration, and the heat are
i.ncreaftd, every action and movement becnnllﬂ-
livelier and more eafily performed, and an in-
creale of animation feems to' {pread itfelf
throughout the whole frame. Although rranﬁ: :
tory doubts and terrors fHill haunt the mind,
yet they are not fo frequent but that the blifs
of fuccefs infpires an almoft conftant flow of
pleafure, A minute défcription, therefore,

% of
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of this kind of love need not be given here.
Unfuccefsful love and difappointed love may
terminate in the fame manner, as moft
caufes of mental pain; the impreflions (if the
- object ‘which excited them be removed or
avoided) gradually lofe their force ; and judg-
ment being therefore no longer fettered,
they will at laft be totally defiroyed. Butin
certain conftitutions, or even where the ob-
je& is frequently feen, or‘the remembrance °
cherithed and renewed, inftead of being op-
pofed, deep melancholy neceffarily arifes,
which, In fome cafes; fhall gradually under-
mine the health of the perfon, -and' eccafion
- all the {ymptoms of a flow remitting fever,
and, at laft, terminate in complete a_trbph}'
and wafting. In other cafes, however, in
which mental irritation is impatiently borne,
 defpair may fudd:nl}r arife, and this may ter-
minate fatally in the various ways which have -
been defcribed in the chapter on Grief.  _

Difappointed 1ove and unfuccefsful love are -
- often faid to occafion infanity; but this is an
effect which I believe to be 2:much rarer event
' ' than
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than what the world at large -imagines: nof
that the pain of difappointed love is not as
‘great as that of any other caufe of grief, but
becaufe grief itfelf feldom terminates in per- .
‘manentdelirium, except therebe a confiderable
degree of predifpofition to aberration of rea-
fon. One circumftance, which has evidently
tended to give birth to the opinion that loveisa
common caufe of madnefs is, that when infanity
is about to break forth, both the exalted ftaté of
the imagination and the increafed fenfibility of
the body, difpofe to this paffion; and it fre-
quently happens, that the very firft fymptom
by which the difeafe thews itfelf, is the per=
fon’s fancying himfelf to be violently in love.
‘As fuch a pafiion is more frequently ynreafon-
able in regard to its object than reafonable, fo
it naturally is oppofed, or not attended to,
and the refufal or difappointment, if it can be
{o called, pmduces a paroxy{m of mania. In
the sth Vol. of the Pfych. Mag. part 2, art. 4»
there is a cafe related, which, were it not t00
long, might be wholly inferted here as an elu-
cidation of this pofition. - The _fol]opviﬁg,

however, isa concife account of it, A young
' man
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'fnan; a Mr. H. haviﬁg'*ffequeﬁt d;;poftuh‘itics
of vifiting an actrefs of the Caffel ftage, who
was more admired for her perfonal charms than
theatrical talents, bécame at laft fo defperately
~in love with her, that he offered her his hand
in marriage, and made her a valuable prefent
of jewels at the time he declared thisinrention,
The lady, however, had other engagements or
other views. She refufed his offer, and re-
turned the gift. Like a truly defperate lover,
Mr. H. flew to his miftrefs, fell on his knees,
~and implored' her to be more - favorable to
his w:ifhes, and to reverfe the cruel  de-
‘cree fhe had pronounced. ~ But “fhé re-
mained inflexibie. During the warmth of
the argument in which they were engaged, a
man, high in rank and power, who was in the
habit of paying the lady occafional vifits, un-
expectedly entered the aparrment.  Mr. H.

~ was extremely agitated and frightened at his
appearance, and fled from the houfe’ as
Pale: as death. At the door he met one
of the fervants of the fortunate lover, and
addreffing ~ him with much civility, he re-
quefted that he would not mention his name
Vor. II. ¢ - : to
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to his mafter; but the fervant told him that 11;
would be of little confequence, as he was well
known to him. -On learning this he became
-_(juitt_, delirious threw himfelf at the feet of
the fervant, and begged of him, in the moft
earneft manner, to ufe his influence with his
_mafter to obtain mercy; adding a great deal
more nonfenfe fuggefted by the _hurrjr of his
fpirits. He then ran home in violent agi-
tation of mind, and paffed the might in
‘drinking. - Such ‘moral and ’Phyﬁczi_l violence
could not be long withftood, either by mind
or body. - He threw himfelf on the -_B_ed, fell
afleep,ibut awakened foon afterwards in a vie-
lent delirium; in which he talked alternately
of ‘his fuppofed tranfgreffion, of the fear of
‘being pﬁ-nithd,: -and of his miftrefs. - In the
courfe of a few days the fury of the parc@xy'f;ii B
was abated, but -the delirym c_uﬁtinued;,_' and
was at laft- converted into.a cafe‘ of complete
hydrophobia ; of which he Lﬁed on the fifthor
fixth day.. | - ' '

- Sudden tranfitions from jﬂj?-tl} grief are, of ;

| all caufes of mental pain; thofe which give
“ the
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the greateft fhock to human fortitude and hu-
man reafon. What words fhall paint the an-
guith of a lover, who, after having been
buoyed up in his expe&tations of happinefs,
by the repeated avowal of confent in his
miftrefs, is unexpeéedly informed by her,
that fthe withdraws herfelf from her engage-
ment! Whartif he hears that no reafonable feru-
pleis productive of this fudden change, butthat |

another man, more fortunate than himfelf, is
likely to poffefs her?

Let no frozen heart pafs judgment on the
conduct of one expof&d to a fimilar misfor-
tune. If the feelings be acute, and the judg-

- ment not very ftrong, a thought arifes which
appears to be the effet of fudden delirium;
the pain that is felt prompts to the removal of

: its: caufe; and murder follows. This is not to
be confidered as the act of love, however, but
‘a [udden impulfe of Jealoufy or revenge.
Compare the ftory of Mr. Hackman and
Mifs Rak with the following one, and it will
be feen that, in the moral as well as the phy-
fical world, fimilar caufes always produce

X 2 _ fimilar
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fimilar effe@s. The cafe is extracted from th::
Pfych. Mag. Vol. 5. part 2. p. 47.

In W——, a fmall village of Saxony, there
lived a poor but honeft and upright Curate,
who for many years had enjoyed, without

- alloy, the tranquil pleafures of domeftic hap-‘
pinefs. He had a wife and an only daughter.
Content within the fphere in which they were
placed, and unacquainted with the turbulent
paffions of the fathionable world, their days
flowed quietly on in an uniform courfe of un-
difturbed felicity, * The mother and daughter
took a joint care of all the domeftic concerns,
and ftrove, by every confiderate a&t of atten-
tion and love, to dirninii__h the burthén which
the duties of the good old man i'mpofed on
him. Lovuisa (this was the name of his
daughter) was in the ftriGeft fenfe of the
words, the child after his own heart. He was
unhappy if fhe was abfent even for a few hours, |
and fhe was therefore his conftant attendant.
Louisa was about eighteen years old, but 'ha,d
not yet experienced the inquietudes of that

paffion which often exhibits itfelf in very early
' lfe
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life in the great world, and her principles and
mode of thinking were too noble and good to
infpire her parents with even the flighteft ap-

prehenfions as to the wanderings of her heart
—But hear the ftory.

It is the cuftom, in that country, for the
cavalry to be quartered, during the time of
peace, in different villages, where it is main-
tained at the expence of the peafantry. Many
of thefe foldiers are riotous young men, who,
by virtue of their profeflion and uniform, have
an entrance into the houfes of all the peafan-
try, and even of the curates and fchoolmafters,
One of them, a handfome but giddy young

man, was quartered at W——, where he foon
made the acquaintance of the good old
parfon. :

The young foldier had more culture of
mind than is commonly met with in fuch a
clafs of men. He pleafed the curate; they
met frequently, and often fat up till paft mid-
night, entertaining themfelves with the hifto-
ries of battles and warlike atchievements, of

which
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which each of them knew an abundance of
anecdotes. = ; :

Loutsa found great entertainment in the
company of the warrior, and like OTnErL0%s
miftrefs, the ftory of his life, the battles,
fieges, fortunes that he had. paft, the hair~
breadth *fcapes, the moving accidents by flood
and field o’ercame her heart.” Love had takes

- poficfiion of her bofom before fhe was aware
of its approach.  The progrefs of this paffion,
when once admitted into the human breaft, is
as fwift as an arrow. She bluthed when he

- took her by the hand, and was unh'appy when
he left her.  The foldier could not refift the
beautiful girl, his heart was formed for Iove'
they therefore foon came to an explanation,
but carefully concealed their mutual attach-
ment from the parents of Loursa; for they-
were juftly afraid that pru;dential mot'i?’es_l_

. would caufe them to oppofe it. They bound
themfelves to each other, however, by an
-oath which at the fame time that it fhewed
the ftrength of their affeGtion, exhibited the

- moft romantic turn of mind. They promifed

to
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to marry each other as foon as he fhould attain
the rank of Sexj‘eant-Major and agreed that

- the one fhould deftroy the other who ﬁrﬁ failed
in the engagement.

Thus matters ftood when, contrary to the
hopes of the lovers, a lawyer from a neigh-
bouring town applied to the father of Loursa
for the hand of his daughter. He was well
received, and his views promoted by the old
people; but when his intention was declared
to the unfortunate girl, fhe fell in the arms of-
her father as if ftruck with lightning, and
upon her rccovery fhe wept bitterly, and in-
treated him not to encouragc the addreffes of
this new laver. S

‘Her parents, being ‘ignorant of the ‘true
caufe of her averfion, ‘thought that time alone
would -overcome it, and they therefore gave
their folemn promife to the lawyer, and re-
folved to employ every means in their power
to fecond his wifhes. ' Loutsa, however, re-
{ifted every argument and remained %rue to her
promife; but her parents at laft, growing tired

' ' of
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of her oppofition, determined to employ II:m:ir:
a‘uthority'. The means F_hat were made ufe of are
not known, but they were attended with fuc-.
cefs. The young foldier foon received the
intelligence, and fmm'_that moment deﬁfted'
from vifiting the parfonage. His refolution
‘was taken—without the girl he could not
live. '

A thort time before the marriage day a ball
was given in W.
To this he reforted, unable any longer to refift

, in honour of the pair. -

the defire of fecing his Loursa. He concealed
himfelf among the {pectators until he faw her
" dance; this roufed him to a ftate of fury; he
ran home, took a pair of piftols which were
loaded, and waited until the party broke upa
It was a dark night, but he difcerned the un-
happy gi:_-l and her intended bridegroom walk-
ing hand in hand. He ftept up to her,and in
a low voice requefted that fhe would indulge
him with a moment’s converfation. She dif-
engaged her arm from that of the lawyer, in-
treated him to walk on, afluring him the would
_immediately return ;. but alas! it was the laft
: o minute
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thinute of her exiftence: a piftol fhot was
heard, and when her friends reached the place,
fhe was feen lying weltering in blood at the
feet of her murderer, Now-art thou mine
again! cried the foldier, I will come imme-
diately ; and with thefe words he difappeared,
favoured by the obfcurity of the night: but he
- did not fly to efcape. Hedelivered himfelf to
the officers of juftice who were neareft the
place, and defired to be inftantly executed ;
which event indeed foon followed. '

“ Ceatera, de genere hoc longum’ft fi dicere coner.™
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CONCLUSION.

1. THE phenemena of Delirium arife when
difeafed perceptions are miftaken for realities.

2. Difeafed perceptions arife from phyfical
or corporeal caufes, and from moral or mental
caufes.

5 Curporeal caufes produce delirium, by
exmting fuch a derangement in the brain as
prevents external nervous impreflions from
exercifing their natural influence on the mind s
and hence delirious people either miftake ex-
ternal objects, or do not attend to them.

4. Every altered ftate of brain which does
nat:. amount to a certain degree of deftructive
preflure, excites, by the laws of thought, 3

g : : mental
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mental perception, but as the fenforial impref-
fions of difeafed -action are different from
thofe which are derived from external objects,
fo the-images which are excited in the repre-
fentative faculty are alfo different. Burt no-
thing can be reprefented in the mind which
has not formerly been received through the
medium of the external fenfes, or concluded
by the operations of reafoning; and therefore;
all the ideas of delirious people, however dif-
ferent they may 'app_ear to be from én}r thing
which has formerly been feen, heard, touched,
tafted, fmelt or concluded, are only new
affemblages or combinations of .prim" fenfa-
tions and thoughts. The reprefentations of
delirium, therefore, are in this refpect, like
thofe of the faculty of fi&ion. '

4. Corporeal caufes of delirium are of two
kinds. The firft a& by altering the aétion of

the arteries of the brain and nerves; the fecond
by yielding morbid impreflions, which either
impair, or prevent the tranfm_iﬂimj of natural
external nervous impreffions, in their progrefs.
te the mind. -

5- The

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 330 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=330

CONCLUSION. 333

3. The firft clafs of corporeal caufes pro-
duce mania and the delirium of fevers; the :
fecond, hypochondriafis and the delirium of
nervous or hyfterical patients.

- 6. As it has been proved, that in mania
there is every appearance of a morbidly in-
creafed action of the veflels of the brain, more
efpecially of thofe which fecrete the nervous
fluid ; and as all increafe and every .aItcrat:Li)n,
in the nature of this fluid, muft increafe and
alter fenfibility, and confequeﬁtly caufe the
{enforial impreffions to act with unnatural vio-
lence, fo the moft ftriking features of mania
may be accounted for; as, for inftance, the
want of fleep, conflant raving, and fury.

7. Although it happens that mania fhall
appear, at times, to arife from the influence
of violent paffions, or from overftraining the
faculty of fiction, yet this feldom occurs ex-
cept there be much predifpofition to the com-
plaint; and as in fuch cafes, and indeed in
every cafe, infanity does not occur with-
put its being accompanied by marks of

' a difs
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a difeafed action of the veffels of the brain; 5
it may be concluded, that the proximate cé.ufe
of mania is always to be fought for in this
ftate of brain.

8. The ideas ‘or thoughts which appear to
_create the mental difturbance of a PEI{D;I la-
bouring under ‘mania, throw no light either
on the origin or nature of the complaint; and
this circumftance forms a very remarkable
diftinétion between maniacal delirium, and
the delirium of hypochondriafis and melan-
choly; for, in thefe laft difeafes, a perfon ac-
quainted with the human mind, efpecially with
the nature of mental perception, may often
recelve confiderable light from fuch fources.

9. When the increafed aétion of _th_'e arte-
ies of the brain fubfide, a morbidly weakened

- action of thefe veflels is the confequence, the
nature of which it is not eafy to alcertain,
but it is the caufe of another delirium ; which
delirium has a very different moral character
from that alluded to above; for the patient,
inftead of being furious, is gay and focial,
: but
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but is ftill not governed by external ahjaft&, _
or reafonable concluﬁnns. 5

10. Among the moral or mental caufes
which produce delirium, grief and fear, and
- their modifications, are the moft frequent ; for,
although every wvariety of pride and ;ra-.ni!,:-y,
ambition, aﬁd feveral other paffions which
belong to the modifications of joy, feem at
times to produce delirium, yet they feldom
do fo except by expofing a perfon to the fre-
quent operation of mental pain, fuch asarifes
‘from neglet, difappointment, contempt, and
~ many other kinds of painful humiliation.

11. The painful thoughts produce deje&ion

- and defpondency in the fame way that corpo-

real - pain aéts; namely, by exhaufting the

energy of the brain and nerves, or, in other
words, by inducing a torpor in thefe veffels.

32. The torpor and diminithed fecretion of
nervous fluid occafion an infenfibility to ex-
ternal objects, and to the fenfations which ac-
_cniﬁpany all natural wants or defires; hence

- the

L
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the conftant engagement of the mind with
ideal objets of pain, the folitude, anxiety,
and defpair of fuch patients.

13. There are, then, three dittin& ‘kinds
of delirium, which belong to the order of dif-
eafes called Vefanize. Thefe may be’ denomi.
nated, 1ft. Munia Suribunda; 2dly. Mams mz-
753 and 3d1y Melancholia,

14. Mania 'f.g;rz'émda varies - according to
the phyfical caufes which excite it.

15. Mania mitis varies according to its
moral character. |

16. Melancholia, according to the paffions *
which give birth to it, or the phyfical caufes
which induce it. -

17. Independently of thefe diforders which
difturb every faculty of the human mind, _:fnd |
all the external fenfes, or rather the impref-
fions received by the external fenfes, thereare

~others which only derange particular '-fa;culties:';
o the .
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the acion of the mind being, in other refpects,
in a healthy ftate. Thefe which might be
called partial difeafes of the mind are of two
kinds, 1ft. Illufions; and.2d. Weakneffes of
the Mental Faculties.

"OF ILLUSIONS.
E

18. .Illuﬁons arife from corporeal caufes
and from mental caufes, '

19. Corporeal caufes and mental caufes
produce illufions upon the fame general prin-
ciple that the phantoms which occur in deli-
rium produce a conviction of their reality;
namely, by occafioning fuch impreflions as
deftroy, or greatly diminith the influence of
external objects. It may be added here, by
way of remembrancer, that the proper influ-
ence of all impreflions, a4 externo, is excited
on the fhculty'of attention; and that when a -

- fufficient degree of attention to any obje& is
not given, erroncous judgment arifes.

Vor. I1. - Z 20. The
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0. The impreflions of corporeal caufes
which produce illufion do not diforder the

. healthy action of the whole brain, or its arte-
ries; and, therefore, all external objects, affo-
ciations of ideas, and operations of mind, the
 fenforial impreffions of which do not fall ¢n
the fame part of the brain as that which re-
ceives the difeafed impreflion, produce their
natural effects; and the perfon, therefore, ap-
pears to think and alt like a reafonable man,

except on fuch fubje&ts as have a relation to
the illufion.

21. Corporeal impreﬂi_ons, producing illu~
fion, generally arife in parts of the nervous
fyﬁcm which are at a diftance from the brain; .

, for inftance, in the various vifcera of thf:
abdomen or pelvis. '

22. But all fenfations arifing from fuch
" caufes, whether healthy or difeafed, are gene-
rally referred, by a {pecies of judgment, to %
the place where they are felt: and, therefore,
hypochondriacs entertain falfe notions concern-
* ing their own frame;

23 THE
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23. The impreflions of difeafed vifcera,
fuch as the ftomach, inteftines, uterus, liver,
pancreas, &c. do not reach the brain until
the healthy action of the nerves has been im-
paired. R _

24. This injured ftate of nerves is to be
-confidered as particularly affefting the fmall
arteries, which are deftined to fecrete nervous
matter ; but as the eafy tranfmiffion of nervous
impreffions depends on the due proportion of
folid, as well as fuid matter, ﬁrhich enters in-
to the compofition of thefe organs, it fnlluws,
that the {enfations muﬂ: be greatly dﬂ'ordered
and, confequently, wc find that, i in hypuchon-
driafis, the nerves themfelves are Frultful

fources of painful feeling.

25. Hypochondriafis, therefqr?, is c}iieﬁ'}r
characterized by efroneous notions relating fo
the patient’s own frame, and by painful corpo-
real feeling.

26. Illufions, from moral or mental caufes,

' __anfe either from an hﬁredltary over-activity of
Za . the

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 337 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=337

34_0 CONCLUSION,

the faculty of fiction, or from direéting atten-
tion too much to imaginary objecs, or from the
influence of paflions ; by which means the fen.
forial impreflions of fuch obje@&s become
ftronger than thofe of external obje&s, and
their exiftence, therefore, is at laft more rea-.
dily believed in than that of GbJ ects of exter-
nal fenfe.

27. In no inftance, whatever, do moral
caufes feem to produce real illufion, in fuch
people as have no predifpofition to the difeafe,

- until the healthy ftate of the brain has been
difordered, by the unequal exercife given to it
by particular obje&ts of ftudy or of paffion.
It may, therefore, be reafonably imagined,
that the hereditary difpofition itfelf confifts :
in a morbid fenfibility of that part of the
brain which receives the impreffions from the -
imagination, or faculty of fiction; and that
‘the diforder, ftrictly fpeakmg, does not exlﬁ
in the mind. |

“"58. 'Where the difpofition to fuch a difeafe

is. cither born with a perfon, or artificially
el - produced
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produced by particular obje&s of ftudy, the
paflions may become exciting cgufes of 1LLy-
SION.

29. As to the weakneffes of the mental fa-
culties, thefe feem to depend intirely on a
weak, er debilitated ftate of brain; whereby
the fenforial impreflions, which arife from the

operations of mind, are not of {ufficient.
ftrength and vivacity.

30. Each faculty of the mind is fubje& to
fuch impediments, and, confequently, may '
appear to be weakened.

31. Upon thefe dedutions is founded the
following arrangement of mental difeafes.

Remark. In the following table the genera
and fpecies alone are mentioned ; the varieties .
are extremely numerous, and, if they were to
be defined, would fwell the volume beyond all

: rcafonai?lc bounds. -

GENERA
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GENERA AND SPECIES
4 g .
AND THEIR SYMPTDMS.

- Clafs. Nevroses. Order VEesaniz,

G. 1. Deririom. General derangement of the
mental faculties, in which dlfeafcd

pcrceptmns are ml,l’caken for rcahtms-

with incoherent language, and unruly
. conduct.

Spec:ﬁr : :
1. Mania ﬂmﬁunda. Dahrlum with cone
ftant raving, audacity, and fury.

2. Mania mitis. Delirium, with raving, <
and appearance of galety and plea-
I'ure.

3+ Melancholia.  Delirium, with dejec-
- tion, defpondency, and defpair.

G. 3. HavrucinaTio, or Irnrusion. Error

of mind, in which ideal obje&sare
- miftaken for realities; or, in which
real
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real objells are falfely reprefented
without general derangement of the
mental faculties.

Specm s A,
H_ypacbandan is. Error refpecting a
perfon’s own health or form,
with anxiety, apprehenfion, and
dread ﬂatulency, dyfpepﬁa, palpi-
_tatmn, tremor, and ft;nff: of pain.

2. Demonomania. Firm belief in the

immediate communication with

- {pirits, or perfuafion of the power

of working miracles, without o- |

ther fymptoms of general derange-
ment of mind.

3. Vertige. Apparentrotatory motion of
external objects, and fenfe of un-
dulation in the ground, with abo-
lithed attention and thought.

4 Somnambulifmus ?

G. 3. AMEn-
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G. 3. AMEN'TIA. Diminithed qucr of the
mental fa.cu,lties,_

Species.

1. Fatuitas. Imbecillity of all the facul.

~ ties of the human” mind, parti-

- gularly thofe concerned in affo-
ciating and comparing ideas;
accompanied with want of lan-

" guage,- a ftupid look, and general
bodily weaknefs. g

2. Memoria imminuta. Difficulty of re-
calling thoughts, and incorreéinefs
as to recognizing objects formerly
perceived.

3« Perceptio immmuta. Difficulty of form-
_ing diftinét reprefentations,

4. Vis idearum affociands imminuta. Defi-
ciency, or total incapability of
arranging one’s thoughts; giving

figns of confufion of intelle&.

. Vis
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MEDICAL APHORISMS,
. - oN - :
',; MELANCHOLY,

AND

- VARIOUS OTHER DISEASES

CONNECTED WITH IT.

BY
: FOHN ERNEST GREDING;
Formerly Phyfician to the Workhoufe at Waldheim.

Extralled and tranflated from his Mifcellaneous Writings.

s o

I"

IN REGARD TO THE DURATION OF THE DISEASE.

1, M‘ALNIA and melancholy have continued
| - half a year with fome; with others they have
| remained forty years and upwards; among
| whom one patient only, in this workhoufe,

attained the age of eighty-five years*.

* Ap. N1erzk1 fays, in his Elements of Uni-

werfal Pathology, 1766, 8. p. 416, Mania is a
; chrenic
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chronic and violent delirium. The blood ¢f
a maniac alwaysappears te be in violent agita.
tion, and is determined with great force to the
brain: hence the eyes appear of a blood red
colour, and the countenance pale; the extre-
mities of the hand and feet are {o warm that
the greateft cold is not felt, nor does any bad
confequence flow from their being expofed to
it. In the looks of ‘a madman fomething da-
ring is to be dlfcovered and his actions are
either wilful or cruel. If maniacsare attacked
with convulfions, the paroxylms ceafe, and
are followed by an almoft total infenfibility, er
extraordinary proftration of firength, In'the
dame work, he defines Melancholy to be a
chronic delirium; and afferts, that thofe are
moft expofed to it who have long laboured un-
der Hypochondriafis and Hyfteria, and thofe
whofe abdominal vifcera have been injured,
whofe mefenteric glands are hard, and in
whom the healthy fecretions are fuppreffed:
thofe who are eafily fubdued by paffion, who
over-exert their mental faculties, who are
born of melancholic parents, who have too
thick blood, which through various caufes is
accumulated in the head. Such patients have
cold feet and hands, their countenance is pale,
and they are fubject to palpitation of the heart
< ; - =, and
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and to a fenfation of anxiety. Their refpira-
tion is deep and' laborious, they are troubled
with head-ach and giddinefs, their cheeks and
lips red, their eyes full of tears, and their
{leep difturbed. Their ations accord with
their ideas,which are either horrible or agree-
able; their natural fecretions are either totally
fupprefled or go on with difficulty: when a

vein is opened a black blood flows flowly out
of it.

Upon infpecting their dead bodies, the vef-
fels of the head are found diftended with dark
coloured blood, and the ferum is difcovered
to have been effufed between the membranes
of the brain. Some parts of the brain are ele-
vated, hard and dry, and the gall is uncom-
monly thick and black.

- Axn. Caarcres Lorry, de Melancholia et
Morbis Melancholicis, 1765, 8. tom. 1. p.2. fays,
“ Melancholy is that imbecillity of the mind
which arifes from a vitiated fiate of the
body, in which we are powerfully affe&ed
by objects which are either without us, or
afe the effeéts of imagination ; fo thar it is
impoflible to refift the ideas which {pring
from them, or to withdraw our thoughts

from

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 347 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=347

352 - APPENDIX.

from them.”” He affligns three caufes for
this difeafe. The firft he afcribes to the leek
green bile; the fecond to an acrid mucus, and

the third to a mixture of all the humours with
the blood, -

Mecker, in his Awnatomico-phyfiological Re-
Jearehes into the caufes of the various kinds of
infanity which have their feat in the body, (See
Memoire de 1’Academic Royale des Sciences.
et Belles Lettres, Année 1764, a Berlin, 1766)
fays he has difcovered, by the moft careful
and accurate experiments, that the fpecific
gravity of the brain of a maniac, or melan-
cholic patient, is very different from the {pe-
cific gravity of the brain of a fane petfon.
A cube of f{ix lines of the brain of a healthy
man, weighed one drachm and four, or
at the moft, fix grains, (fome difference,
however, is obferved to arife from the dif-
ferent diftention of the blood vellels).
But in maniacs, and melancholic patients,
the brain is generally harder, drier, and more
elaftic, and weighs {pecifically feven drachms.
( Memoires de 1’ Academie de Berlin, tom. xx. :

- 75-) In addition to this generally difeafed
'ﬂate of brain, (namely, the increafed hard-
- - 1 sy
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fiefs, drynefs, and elafticity), particular or
local alterations may alfo occur; as for in-
ftance, the formation of ftony matter in any
part of the brain. Such difeafes arife either
from a congeftion of lymph, or from fharp
blood, and great determination of it to
the head; or from compreflion of the brain,
or from pus irritating the brain, or from an
‘irritation of the nerves called par wvegum.
waithﬁaﬂding what has been {aid, the brain
of maniacs and melancholic patients, has often
been found not to be ha}der, dryer, or more

~ elaftic than ufual. (See Adverfar. Med. Prasl.
Lipfiz, 176q9. 8. vol. ii. p. iii. pag. 534
el [eq.) - o

GerRARD VAN SWIETEN. Commentar. in Herm.
Boerbaave Aphorifmos de cognofcendis et curandis
- Morbis, Lug.Batav.1753, 4. tomiii. p. z19. de
 Mania, et p. 459. de Melancholia. Lzop. AvEN-
BRUGGER, Medicine Doiloris, quondam in No-
Jocomio Cefareo Regio, Nationum Hifpanico, et
Militari Medic: primarii, Experimentum nafcens de
Remedio fpecifico, fub figno fpecifico, in Mania vi-
rorum, Yienn®, 1766. 8. Tuo. WILLIS opera
omnia, a Gerard Blafio, Amftelod. 1682, 4. p.
167. 179. Joun Bapr. MorGaGNI de Sedib.
- et Caufis Morborum per Anatomen. indagatis libri
Yor. I1. Aa - quingue,

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 349 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=349

354_ APPENDIX.

quingue Venet. 1762, Jon. C. BeuTEL, de Mania,
Jenz, 1648: § xxix. Frankifbe Sammlungen won
Anmerkungen aus der Naturlebre, Arzneigelaby-
beit, Oekonomie und den damit verwandten Wiflenw .
(fchaften, th. §. Nurnburg, 1760, 8. p. 23,294.
Hervan Boeruaviy, Preleét. Acad. de Morbis
Nervorum a Fac. v. Eems.. Lugd. Batav. 1761.
tom. ii. p. 444 et 445. Medicina dogmatica tres
- Morbos particulares Delivium Verliginem et Tuf-
fim aphoriftice conferiptos exhibens AufZ. T. DE
Gorris, Harderov. 1741, 4P 55 6 G

5. There have been only two, who as ex=
perience teftifies, have died mad when young.
The one, who was very much-deranged and
furious, and was born of a melancholic, mo-
ther*, died in his nineteenth year; the other,
who had been afliGed with infanity for fix
years -uninterruptedly, finithed his life in his
twenty-fixth year.** '

“* Lorry loco citat, 2 part. cap. 3. p. 284.
appears to have fpoken rather too rathly, when
he afferts that no man was ever born mad or
melancholic; for it is very well known, that
many are idiots from birth, of whom there
are too many in our workhoufe at Waldheim ;

-' 15 i
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and, independently of this, I myfelf know a
cafe of a child having been abfolutely born
mad. A woman about forty years old, of a
full and plethoric habit of body, who con-
ftantly laughed and did the ftrangeft things,
but who, independently of thefe circumftan-
ces, enjoyed the very beft health, fell, about
twelve or fourteen years ago, after a fevere and
tedious labour, in which fhe was delivered of
a daughter, inso very ' great ~weaknefs of
underftanding.  This gradually increafed,
and; during the laft war, fhe one day entered
the foreft, in company with her daughter, to
fell a tree: owing' to her want of forefight,
the tree ftruck her daughter, and deftroyed
her in a fhocking manner. A fhort time be-
fore her hufband’s death fhe became pregnant,
and, on the 20th of January, 1763, was brought
to bed, without any afliftance, of 2 male child’
who was raving mad. When he was brought
to our workhoufe, which was on the 24th, he
poflefled fo much ftrength in his legs and arms,
that four women could, at tim&g, with diffi-
culty reftrain him. Thefe paroxy{ms either
~ended with an indefcribable laughter, for
which no evident reafon could be obferved,
or elfe he tore in anger every thing near him, '
cloaths, linen, bed furniture, and even thread
2 : Argg seigiis when
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when he could get hold of it. -We durft not
allow him to be alone, otherwife he would get

- on the benches and tables, and even attempt
to climb up the walls, Afterwards, howe-
ver, when he began to have teeth, he fell into -
a general wafting or decline, and died,

*# J. N. ZimMerMAN, in his work on Ex-
perience in Medicine, Zurich, 1768, 8. p. 263.
mentions the cafe of an infane woman, who,
a few hours before her death, became perfeét-
ly fenfible and wonderfully eloquent; and,
therefore, he confiders the fudden return of
reafon in a melancholic p_erfon'as a forerunner
of infanity. See alfo Cur. GorrL. Lubwic.
de Plethorie di ﬁran:az:, Lipfiz, 1766, 4.

p-9-§s.

3- Thofe who are afflicted with epilepfy
feldom attain an advanced ﬁge ; fome have
terminated their exiftence in their nineteenth
yéa,r, others, who were not attacked by the
fame difeafe till they were advanced in life,
havc': lived until the age of fifty or fixty*.

* Herman BOERHAAVE fays, in his Aphe-
nfms, that epzlep['y is a total abolition of con-
{cioufnefs,
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fcioufnefs, and an incapability of receiving
impreflions through the means of the external
fenfes, accompanied with powerful and invo-
luntary convulfions of all or moft of the
mufcles. See Ger. V. Swierexn, 1. c. 3 part.
P- 391. Jon. Oosterp. Scunacur, Inflitutiones -
Medicine praftice ad anditorum potiffimum ufus in
epiloinen redatle el evulgate. Traj. ad Rhehum,
1767, 4. p. 64. fays, epilepfy is a convulfive
motion of moft of the mufcles of the body,
together with a fudden projection of the body
on the earth, and a temporary “abolition of
cunfcmufncf& fo that a perfon is deprived of
the ufe not only of his internal, but alfo of
‘his external fenfes. The cure, he fays, de-
pends on three things: 1ft. The approaching
paroxyfm is to be avoided ; 2dly; the prefent
one muft be alleviated; and 3dly, aII returns
mult be prevented.

E. L. P. Housser Differtation fur les parties
Jenfibles du Corps Animal; Se. Laufanne, 1770, 8.
derives the origin of this complaint, not only
from a difordered ftate of the various vifcera
which are neceflary for the concoétion of food
and chylification, but alfo from a preternatu-
rally infpiffated ftate of the fluids; which two
caufes are fo intimately conneéted, that the
one always lays the foundation of the other;

' when,
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when, thérefore, there is no proof that the
difeafe arifes from any other caufe, as from 3
bad formation of the head ora ftony concre-
“tion in the brain, or from extravafated blood,
recourfe muft be had to mercury as the beft
refolvent. Bourer confidered the pituitary
gland as the feat of the diforder, becaufe he
once found it in the body of a perfon who had
laboured under this complaint, as big as an
egg, and nearly two thirds filled with pus.
See allo Hiffoire des Maladies de Si. Domingue,
par Mons. Pourpe DrsporTEs, Paris, 1770,
tom. il. p. 209. A~NT. pE Hagn, pars quinta
vationis modendi in Nofocomia prattico, €3¢, Vien-
nee Auftri@, 1763. 8. Diff. de Uftione Cranii in
Epilepfir pres. A. F. Derto, dudore; Jo. Pa.
Iv. Ruporpn. Erlang, 1768. 4. Alfo Max.
Locurr1 Obfervationes pragiicas circa Luens Vere-
veam, Epilipfium et Maniam, tria movborum generain
Nofocomio ad St. Marcum, pre aliis maxime olvia,
&e. Viennz Auftriz, 1762. 8. and Taow.
WiLrss, Opera ommia, a Gerarp. BListo. 'p.'
traflatus primus de Morbis convylfivis, cap.i. p.
40. Jo. Baprist Morcacni, de Sedibus ot
Caufis Morborum, €5¢. tom. i. epift. ix. p. 133,

4. Thofe alfo who are born idiﬁts feldom

attain an old age, as experience proves. Some
have
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have lived to the age of nineteen; one perfon
only died when forty-one, another lived to the

; age of fifty-four, and another lived to the age
of fifty-nine*,

* MeckeL, in his Anatomical Obfervations
on Scirrhus Tumours and Uleers of the Brain,
(Hifforre de I Acad. Royale des Sciences et Belles
Letires, Anne 1760. & Berlin, 1761, 4.) men-
tions the cafe of a fatuitous female, and afcribes
the caufe of the difeafe to a {cirrhous gland
which he found in the brain. He thinks that
the nervous fluid was obftruced in the long
and debilitated veflels of the left fide of the

- brain, and in the medullary ones of the right
fide, which Were'compreﬂ'ed; the convulfions
were produced, according to him, by the irri-
tation of a fharp acrid ferum. See Tuowm.

- WiLiis de Auima Brutorum, p.ii. cap. xiii,

P 137

I1.

OF THE MANNER OF THEIR DEATH.

1. THE greater number of infane people
fall into a ftate of atrophy or decay towards
the clofe of their life; for it has been found,

that
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that of one hundred maniacs fixty-eight died
in this way; of twenty-fix epileptic ma.
niacs there were thirteen; of fixteen epi-
leptic idiots only four; of twenty who
were purely epileptical, there were eleven;
and of twenty-four melancholic, there were
twenty; and laftly, of thirty idiots, there were
twenty-one who died of this kind of con-
fumption.

2. Hydrothorax appears to be the difeafe to
which they are moft fubject; for we have
found, that of one hundred - -maniacs there
were feventy fix; of twenty-ﬁx eplleptlc ma-
niacs nine; of fixteen epileptic ideots ten;
of twenty purely epileptical, eight; of
twenty~four melancholic patients, there were
twenty ; and laftly, of thirty purely idiotical
there were eighteen, in whom the thorax was
found full, either on one ﬁde-qr in both of a
fluid which was either of the common .}'v:llow
colour, or of a bloody colour; and, now and

then, of a fluid whu:h was extremely ﬁmkmg
a.nd qffenﬁve.

______

Yet,
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- 3- Yet, notwithftanding thefe appearances,
Dyfpncea and. Afthma are more rarely met
with among fuch people, than what might be
reafonably fuppofed; of one hundred maniacs,
as experience has thewn us, there were only
fixteen who laboured under fuch difeafes; and
of twenty-fix epileptic maniacs there was not
one who had any fymptom of dyfpneea. Of
fixteen epileptic idiots there were, however,
five; of twenty purely epileptic, four; of
twenty four melancholic twelve; and laftly,

of thirty idiots eleven, who laboured under
thefe complaints.

4. Confumption, from an ulcerated ftate of ~
 the lungs, appears to be another difeafe, which
often terminates the exiftence of infane peo-
ple; for it has been found, that of one hun-
dred maniacs there were forty who laboured
under Phthifis pulmonalis ;- of twenty_fix epi-
’Ie_ptic maniacs, eight; of fixteen epileptic
idiots, four; of twenty purely epileptic pa-
tients, feven; of twenty-four melancholic per-
fons; twenty; and laftly, of thirty idiots, there
were fifteen confumptive. The lungs of all

thele
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thefe were found to have feveral ulcers ; fome
having a great number, others fewer. One
may fairly conclude, that of four fuch patients,
three are completely confumptive, and of
thefe the grcat'c: number are melancholic pa-
tients, ' : iR '

5. Maniacs and mclanéhnly lunatics, who
in general are much troubled with coftivenefs
in the commencement and progrefs of ;heir'
~malady, are, in the end of their days, of all
other people the leaft frequently affected by
it; for, among the whole number of the in-
fane, there were only three maniacs who were
affected by it, and of thefe there was one who
had it only occafionally. Among a hundred
maniacs, there were thirty who laboured un-
der a diarrhea. Of twenty-fix epileptic ma-
niacs, there were five; of fixteen epileptic
idiots, four; of twenty purely epileptic, fix;
and of twenty-four idiots, eleven; all of
whom had this complaint. - -

6. Afcites is by no means a common com-

plaint with fuch patients. - Among the whole
: number,
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number, there were only forty-five who had
either water or purulent marter in the abdo=
men; and in many of thefe the quantity was
very {mall, and did not deferve to be confi-
dered as conftituting dropfy. Of one hundred
maniacs there were only ten who had this dif-
cafe, and in feven of thefe the ferous fluid had
a very oﬂ'enﬁvc fmell. In the three others, it
was fmall in quantity and of the natural gua-
lity. Of twenty-fix epileptic maniacs, there
were four in whom a quart (eine kanne) was
found. The other three had very little fuid
in the abdomen. ~Of the fixteen epileptic
idiots, there were two; of the twenty epilep-
.tIC, three; of the twenty-four melancholic
ones, fixteen; and of thirty idiots ten, who
laboured under this complaint.

7. Few infane pec)ple die in convulfions;
for it has been remarked, that of one hundred

maniacs, there were only ﬁx who died of ge-
neral convulfions; of twenty fix epileptic
idiots, fourteen; of twenty purely epileptic,
ten; of twenty-four méIanchoiic, not one;

and

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 359 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=359

364_ APPENDIX.,

and of thirty idiots, only two, to whom
this happened *.

* Ant. pE HaAEN, Rationis medend; in Nofo-
comio pratico, part 3. Vendob. 17760. 8. p. 198,
fays, that the nature of convulfions confifts of
an alternate apoplexy and preternatural mo-
tion ; for the caufes of the difeafe are {uddenly
{ent to the brain, and occafion contractions of
the mufcles; but, in the moment that the brain
becomes more loaded, they are thrown into
the very oppofite flate. Comment. fecund.
-de  Motibus  Cerebri,,  Auflore Lorry, i
Memoires de Matematigue et de Phyfigue,
prefentés a I Acadamie Royale des  Sciences,
&e. tom. iii. Paris, 1760. 4. Nofoligia Metho-
dica fiftens Morborum claffes, genera et [pecies,
Juxta Sydenbam mentem et Botanicorum . ordinem »
Aud. F.B. b Sauvacss, 1763. Jo. Oost
SCHACHT; [ ¢. p. 64. ' '

8. If convulfions are rare occurrences
~among the infane, fudden deaths are ftill more
fo. Among one hundred maniacs, there have
been but ten who have died fuddeii'l);#nd un-
expectedly. Among twenty-fix epileptic ma--
' niacs,
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niacs, there have been four; and among fix-
teen epileptic idiots, two; of twenty purely
epileptic patients, there have been three; of
twenty-four melancholic perfons, eight; and
of thirty idiots, only three; who have de-
parted this world in this way *.

¥

* Lorry, in his work already mentioned,
fays, he has not been able to difcover any other
caufe for fuch an event than the divifion and-
preflure of the medulla {pinalis, efpecially in
that part which, in new-born animals, is be-
tween the third and fourth vertebral procefs,
but which, in adults, lies between the firft
and third. : -

Jo. Baprrist. MORGAGNI de Sedibus et Caufis
Morborum, per anatomen indigatis quingue, Ve-
_net, 1762. p. 10. fzg. Ger. VaAN. SWIETEN, iz
the work mentioned, tom. iii. § 1077. p. 427.

9. Infane people are as feldom artacked
with rheumatifm or gout, or any other pain-
ful diforder, as they are with convulfions or
fudden deaths. Of one hundred maniacs,
there were eight; of twenty-fix epileptic ma-

niacs,
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niacs, not one; of -fixteen epileptic idiots,
three; of twenty epileptic patients, none; of
twenty-four melancholic perfons, four; and
of ‘thirty idiots, three, who were -'aﬁe&ed by |
fuch complaints,

10. All the other difeafes are ftill more rare
~ than thefe; for it has been foﬁnd, that in all
the number of years in which many malignant
epidemics have prevaile& no more than five
infane people have fallen victims to them; and,
indeed, of thefe five two only can, with cer-
tainty, be pronounced to have died of fuch
complaints. One died of a continued fever,
and another of a catarrhal one conjoined with
exceflive delirium., ;
©11. A caries of the bones is a circumftance
which is almoft never to be met with among
- fuch patients; for, of all the number, three
only were affected by it. Ha.rdf:ned and en-
larged glands; fwellmgs and the cancer, arc
full as rare; for, of thefe, two only have died
from fuch affettions. One of thefe hada ﬁro-—
fuff: hamorrhage, from an injury he received,
‘and
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and another experienced,a fhort time before his
~ death, a profufe hemorrhage from the re¢tum.

- 12. In the whole number of our patients,
‘two only have died of mortification; two loft
their lives from encyfted tumors, and one
from a fteatome and foul ulcer, which occu-
pied the whole of the right leg, A ftone in
‘the bladder, and 2 total inability of retaining
the urine have only been once obferved.

1.
ON THE SIZE OF THE HEAD.

- IT does not appear that either too large or

too {mall a head contributes to the produdtion

of this difeafe; for it has been obferved, that
in a number of one hundred mad people, there
were only four whofe heads were too large,
and only two with heads of the very {malleft
kind. Among twenty-fix epileptic infane peo-
ple, there were four: and among fixteen epi-
leptic idiots, two; whofe heads appeared too
fmall. Among twenty epileptic, and four
and twenty melanchalic patients, there were
l NOonc ;
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none; and among thirty idiots, two; with
very {mall heads. Six only had large ones*,
The heads of all the others were of an ozdj_
‘nary fize. ' )

% HgrMm. Borrmaave, in his work,  De
Morbis Nervorum, Lugd. Bat. 15761. 8. p. 1205
afks this queftion: Have not idiots larger
arteries in the brain than other people? It isat
leaft found, that they have larger heads; but
‘this cannot be confidered as being generally
true. - :

iI.

OF THE STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS OF THE

SKULL OF INSANE PEOPLE.

IT is very remarkable, that the fkulls of
the greater number of fuch patients are com-
monly very thick ; nay, fome have been found _
of a moft extraordinary dégree of thicknefs. -
Among two hundred and fixteen patients of
this defcription, whofe bodies were infpected
after death, there were found oné hundred
and fixty-feven whofe fkulls were unufually,

e | thick,
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thick, and only thirty-eight thin ones; among
which laft number there was one which was
much thicker on the right fide than on the

" left. But in particular it was obferved, that
among one hundred raving' madmen, feventy-
eight had very thick fkulls, and twenty very
thin ones; among which fkulls there was one
quite foft. Among twenty-fix cpileptic raving
madmen, there were nineteen found with very
thick fkulls, and four very thin ; ‘among fix-
teen epileptic idiots there were fourteen, and .

* among twenty epileptic patients, fixteen who
had wvery thick fkulls; among whom there
was one dilcovered, one {fide of whofe
fkull was thick and the other thin. Among
twenty-four melancholic patients, there were
eighteen with very thin {kulls; and laftly,
among thirty idiots, twenty-two with very
thick, and fix with very thin fkulls. - All the
others had fkulls of a natural thicknefs.

Vor. IL. Bobsuaas ol 1L
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II1.
ON THE SHAPE or THE SKULL.

§ & EXPERIENCE has pmved that the
fiulls of almoft all infane" people are of a'na- -

‘tural fhape; for fixteen ‘only have had fmall
and contraiﬂ%eél foreheads; comprefled temples,
and large and- expanded’ ocerputs. © A'few ap=
peared to “have the head too long and com-
prefled at the temples. ' Some had a head al-
moft round, or of a fquare fhape; thefe were
epileptic idiots. . Two others, who were epi-
leptic madmen, had: fmall heads, which were
quite circular, but of a natural degree of
firength*. S Fue

“* In ERN. PLATTNER’S Specimine [fecundo de
Vi Corporis in Memoria, &c. Lipfiee; 1767, 4»
p- 11. A number of cafes of the preternatu-
ral formation of the head are to be found;
fome had the os_frontis and the os occipitis VEXy
flat and comprefled; others, in whom the os
- frontis was only abour fix fingers broad, had
the brain quite thrivelled up, but broad in the

front, and fo contra&ed towards the back part
' of
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of the head that it was fcarccly bigger than a2
common quill. - .

2. Befide thefe preternatural cafes, many
other particulars have been dete@®ed in the
ikgils of ._{"u_;h patients. In fome the bones were
quite blue, or appeared as if full of blue
ﬁrcﬁé—ké?.l' -The parietal bones of: feveral -Epi_-
leptic idiots: were found to be ,ur_lcommonlyf

 thin towards the anterior and upper angle, 1

the mlddlc of which thin fpot a {mall hole
was difcovered.  Another epileptic ~ pa-
tient had that portion of the {kull, which fur-
rounds the union of the fagital and coronal
{utures fo deprefled, in confequence of a blow
the had received in her early youth, that it
formed a tumor on the infide of the head as
large as a walnut**, In the fkulls of fome
other idiots there was not the flighteft trace of
a future l.j'o be difcovered**#. And in the fkull
of a raving m.a.dnian, aged thirty-five, the os
ﬁ'a#fz:_f was divided down to the nofe by the .
fagital {uture, as is now and then obferved in
children. '

-Bb 2 R Heru.
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% Herm. BOERHAAVE de Mordis Nervorum ;
a Jo. van Egwms, Lugd Bat. 1761. p. 16,17,
Seab o,

~ ** Herwm. Borruaave, L. c. p. 4Iandp 10.
GERARD. VON SWIETEN, loco. cit, I part. §267
P. 432. and alfo § 244. p. 398, 390. where,
among other cafes, he rc:lates a fingular one of -
a woman, who loft near the half of her {kull

by an accident. She was a beggar, and
carried the piece of fkull with her from houfe
to houfe. If the finger was gently prefled on
the dura maier, the fcreamed aloud, and faid
the faw a thoufa.nd lights.

**% V, SWIETEN, I part.§7 p- 10. §255 |
p- 416. and § 267. p. 434. relates the cafe of
child about eight years old, in whofe fkull
there were no traces of the fagital and coro-
nal future, either on the external or internal
furface. This eircumftance has alfo been met
with by Huxavrp, (Acad. des Sciences, I’an

1734. Hift. p. 59.) who, on this account, does -
not confider it as a rare occurrence,

t 3. Not only a number of fingular variations
in the form and qualities of the fkull of fuch
patients are frequently obferved, but we alfo

: | fee
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fee a great number of holes in its inner table,
which in fome cafes are very large, and in
others very fmall. OQut.of two hundred and
fifteen patients, there were one hundred and
fifteen whofe fkulls prefentéd this curious ap-
pearance; but of thefeithere were eight in
‘whom the holes  were very fmall, and few in
‘number. Upon:the -whole, however, of one
hundred maniacs' there were forty-nine; and
of ‘twenty-fix epileptic maniacs,-eightcen; of
fixteen -epileptic idiots, eleven; of twenty
purely epileptical, ‘ten; of 'f‘mz’r,and twenty
melancholic patients, fix; and of thirty idiots,

- twenty-one; in whofe fkulls fuch holes were
detected. Out of all this number, there was
only one epileptic patient, who had fix re-
mai‘kably- large holes of this kind in the
{kull. - '

4. Other phenomena obferved within the
heads of fuch patients are broad and thick
bony projections on the inner furface of the
-{kull, which ge‘neralll}r extend from the pe-
trous part of the temporal bone, to theeruci-
fOl."m'Prﬂcefs of ;hé ocﬂigital one. See

HerMm,
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Heryv. BOERHAAVE, in the book quoted, pért
1ft. p. 141. and alfo Ernest PrLaTTNER, in
the work mentioned P31, ot feg-

¢.*Upon infpeéting the heads of the ir;fane,-
the dura mater is often found to adhere, with
a preternatural degree of force, to the fkull.
Of two hundred and fixteen,:whofe heads were
opened, there were one hundred and feven, in
whom a very great force was required'to de-
tach the fkull from the membrane mentioned.
Some of thefe patients indeed were old, but
by far the greater part of them were between
twenty and forty years of age.

IV
OF THE DURA MATER.

HOWEVER ftrongly the dura mater may
be found to adhere to the fkull, yet there is
often found a quantity of a watery fluid be-
tween the two. In fome it was in fuch great
quantity as to flow copioufly out from the ba-
fis of the fkull as foon as the fuperior part was
taken of. See HerMm. Borrnaave, l. €.
1 part,
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I part. p. 27. 28. g1. and 127. Alfo Ernesr
PLaTTNER, § 19. p. 41, 42. 2and SIS DL 24,

2. The number, however, of thofe in whom
collections of a Watéry fluid have been detected,
between the dura and pra mater, {urpafs the
others by a great many ; for, among two hun-
dred and fixteen perfons, there were one hun-

~ dred and twenty who had more or lefs of this
kind of ferous Auid between thefe two mem-
branes. To be more explicit, of one hundred
maniacs, there were fifty-eight; of twen-
ty-fix epileptic maniacs, thirteen; of fixteen
epileptic” idiots, eight; of twenty ‘epileptic
patients, twelve; and of four and twenty me-
lancholic ones, fixteen; and laftly, of thirty
fatuitous ‘patients, thirteen; in whom this
phenomenon was obferved to have taken place.
In ten of thefe patients it had a red colour, and
in five it appeared as yellow as faffron; and
this colour had dyed the dura mater of a deep
yellow. Three of the patients had the dura
mater of a black violaceous colour; and it was
alfo found in them to be very much thickened
; ' and
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and covered with mucus. In five of thefe
cafes feveral parts of the membrane were offi-
fied*.

* HerM. BGERHAAVE, L. c. 1 part, p. 14‘?.
148. 150. 154.155. and alfo p. 29, 30. 53,
545 §55-

_3-"In the longitudinal finus, which was not
examined accurately in more than one hun- -
dred patients, a number of true polypi were
found in fifty-eight of them: Of thefe po-
lyps fome were of a confiderable thicknefs and
ftrength, In particular, however, there were '
among forty-two maniacs, twenty-two; a-,
mong fifteen epileptic maniacs, eight ; among
ten epileptic idiots, feven; among twelve
epileptic patients, eight; among fifteen me-
lancholic, ten;-' and among fix idio'ts, four;
in whom true polyps were deteted in the lon-
gitudinal finus*. In otherrefpects we have t_o'
remark, that the glands of Paccuion: have
never been found {fo much enlarged as MeckEL
defcribes them. Moft of our diffe@ions cor-
refpond, in other refpects, with the 'fcvcnth

' of
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of Dr. MeckeL, and alfo with the eighth, in
refpect of the enlargement of the brain*.

* HerM. Boermaave, loc, cit. part i,
- P 144, ;

4. The dura mater was found, in fome ca-
fes, to have foramina, or- perforations, which
ccrrefponded with thofe of the inner table of
the fkull, fo that the fpungy bodies of the pia
“malter and fubftance of the brain appeared; of
which ‘more will be faid hereafter. To thefe
faid fpongy fubftances the durz mater was of-
ten found firmly adhering, efpecially under
the os frontis and thc vertix®.

* ‘Herwm. Borruaave, loc. cit. - part 1. pag.
73. 85.

5. In fome epileptic idiots there were found,
on the I_eft‘wing of the tentorium, near to the
fkull, a fmall protuberance of the fize of a-
ﬁrawbcrry. Irfelt very fuperficial, and “was
covered with a firong membrane, which with-
out doubt was an elongation of the dura mater.

Internally
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Internally it was found to be a ftony 'nr'l:'_abn};
excrefcence, which might eafily have irritated
the pofterior lobe of the brain; but of this
there was no proof*.

* See Dif. Inaug. de Etilepfia, AuiZ. J.C.
Fascu. Jenz, 1686. p. 15. cap. iii. Tu! Wis.
vris, Opera Omnia cura GERARD Brasir; Am.
ftelod, 1632. 4. dr Anima_Brulorum, cap]. xi.
p. 167. cap. xil. p. .179. cap. Xiii. p..187.
HerMaN BoErHAAVE, loc, cit. parti. p. 53,

V.
OF THE PIA MATER.,

1IF there is any part of the human body
which, in infane people, is more fubje& to
 difeafe than the reft, it is the piz mater, and
tunica arachnoides. Three circumftances, in
particular, were detected, on removing the
dura mater, which engaged attention. 1ft. A
very thick, greafy, and adipofe-like ap-
pearance. 2dly. A number of fmall, white,
foft, femiglobular fpongy bodies. 3dly. Se-
veral
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veral fmall, and, now and then, pretty confi-
derable offifications*. .

* See Herm. Boermaave, Lec. pag. 75-
85, 86. :

2.  Among one hundred maniacs, there were
twenty-fix, in whom the psz mater was thick,
{limy, and of a watery blue colour; fo that it
had a very great refemblance to the lymphatic
cruft which is obferved in the blood of thofe
who labour under pleuritis. In forty-nine
perfons, the pia mater was not only {limy, but
alfo preternaturally denfe in every part, In
twenizy cafes it was found to be lefs denfe, and
not equally fo in all places; and in feventeen
others, only, was it found of a tolerable de-
gree of thinnefs. Fourteen only were quite
free from this difeafed appearance*.

* Differt. de gflg;;‘;;gﬁmm bumorum corporis
bumani coagulis, Auét. HEerM. Bruam, Lip-
fiz, 1767. 4.

Among
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- Among twenty-{ix epileptic maniacs, there
were ten in whom the pia mater was preter-
naturally thickened and mucous; in the others
it was of a natural tonﬁf’ccncq.

Amangﬁxtﬁen cPileptic idiots, there were
fix in whom'the pia mater was thick and {limy;
but among the others it was in its natural
ftate. ' '

Of twenty purely _epilepﬁc* patients, the
whole of them were found to have a thickened
and flimy piz mater, which, in fome of the
cafes, was of a moft uncommon thicknefs; m
the reft it was only moderately fo,

Of four and twenty melancholic patients,
there were eighteen in whom the pia mater was
found thickened and flimy; in the remaining
fixteen it was lefs fo.

Among thirty idiuts,ﬁthcre were found to be
twenty-two, all of whom had a thickened and
flimy pia mater; but, in the remaining num-
ber, this appearance was much lefs obferv-

ble.
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able. Among two hundred and fixteen fuch
people, therefore, there have been found one
hundred and fixty-two, in whom the piz mater
was greatly thickened and flimy; in fome more
{o, however, than in others.

'3+ It is to be remarked, that the white, foft,

and femi-globular fpungy bodies, which have
~been already fpoken of, were more common

phenomena, and were alfo frequently met with

in the heads of feveral of thofe Iaft defcribed.
- They have alfo been found in many, whofe

pia mater was not thickened or flimy, orofa
pale blue colour.

4 The late Mr. Guxz took notice of thefe
fpongy fubftances. They are to be moft com-
iﬁunljr met with on both fides of the head,
efpecially under the forehead and crown.

- They are often found on the outer furface of
the hemifpheres of the brain, immediately
under the parietal bones, and near to the tem-
ples; and they are alfo frequently to be ob-
ferved between the hemifpflereé of the brain,
almoft as low down as the corpus calcofum.

| : They
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They are found of" a femi-globular fhape, ang
commonly “of ' the magnitude of ‘2 mode.
rately fized pea’;  many, however, ‘are as fialj
as a grain of hemp-feed, and fome ftill fmaller
than that. Thefefpongy bodies are, at times,

{o copious, under the a.r Jrontis and the offz
parieialia, that they lie thick- and: contiguous,

and often heaped on one another.. When this
is the cafe it commonly happens that the dura
mater-adheres very ftrongly to the pia mater*.

1% See HERMAN Boeruaave, loco citat. parti.
p- 8¢.. 136 ‘and 73 JUST G. Gunz, de Cere-

bro, prol. ii.

5. Among one hundred mantacs, there were
ninety-two in whom thefe fpongy bodies were
detected, and of thefe fﬂrty-two had a great
quantity of thcm fifty had only a moderate
fhare of them, and in the others they were
fcanty. In thefe laft 'they always appeared at
the vertex. Eight patients only, out of the
whole number, did not exhibit any figns of
thefe excrefcences. It is remarkable, that of
one hundred maniacs, there were only four

: ' # who -
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who had neither a flimy or thickened piz ma-
ter, or in whom none of the fpongy bodies
-were: to be found. In eight this membrane
was found ftudded with thefe bodies, but, in-
dependently of this, it was not thickened or
fimay.-id: 100 '

Ty Lt

 Of twenty-fix epileptic maniacs, fifteen
werefound in whom thefe fpongy bodies were
obferved, but few of thefe had them ina MO=
derate quantity, . ' ;
* Of fixteen epileptic idiots, there were eight
who had an immenfe .nut_nl:ier of them, and
fixteen in whom they were in fmall quantity.

Among twenty epileptic patients, there was
not one in whom thefe fubftances were not
found; in twelve of thefe they were very

abundant, and in the remaining eight only in
mederate quantity,

In thirty idiots, there were feventeen in
whom the pig mater was much covered with
thefe bodies, and eight in whom they were in

{maller
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{maller quantity. - And it is remarkablé, thae
in one perfon we did not meet either with thefe
‘bodies, or with a thickened piz mater s inano-
ther, the membrane was thickened and flimy,
but there were none of thefe bodies; and in
three others the membrane was not thickened,
but contained plenty of thefe little tumors.

6. Neither' the age of the patient, or:the
duration of the difeafe, appeared to have any
influence in producing either a greater or leffer
number of thefe fubftances. For experience
has thewn, that in comparing infane people of
every age, and alfo thofe who had been long
affected by it, and thofe who have been only a
fhort while under its influence, fome had ma-
ny, and others very few; fo that, hitherto, it
has been impoffible to lay down any mule
whereby to judge of t_his*". it

# J. BarrisTt MoRGAGNT de Sedibus et Con-
fis Morborum, Neapoli, 1764, 4 tom. epift. viil.
p. 102. where thefe fmall whitifh bodies are
alfo taken notice of. They were found in the

neighbourhood of the longitudinal finus, 1;!1
: ~tne
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theexternal furface of the piz mater : fome were
‘round, others oblong, and others of a very
‘irregular fhape.’ According to VarsaLva,
they arife from the Iymph; for he has feen
_ them in the bodies of fome who had wounds
in the head. = But thefe are not preternatural,
as is evident by the correfpondent hollows of
the fkull in which they lurk.” WNor are thefe
unknown to elder writers, for we even find
fome mention made of them by Vessrius.

7. It is quite otherwife with the offifications
which are frequently detected on the furface,
~as well as in theinfide of thefe {pongy badies;
and which feem to arife, ‘and to increafe in
number in confequence of the long duration
~ of the difeafe, ~elpecially when the bones, and
-~ particularly the ribs, begin to grow foft. In
fome a little roughnefs is all that is to be de-
tected; in others, flightindurations; and in
. others, “complete and extenfive offi fications,
together with a confiderable dcgree of rough-
nefs*.- : 2

* Havrrer de Qffiun Formatione in locis infom
litis Corporis bumani ; in Koneg. Svenfka, Venten-
Vor. 1L e : Skaps
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fraps Academiens Handlinger foer Aor. 1750.
vol. xi. Stockholm 8. p- 12. e fur la Forma-
tion du Cwur dans le Poulet; fur Peil; furls
Strufure du jaune Ec. prémierve et fecond Memoire.
Laufane, 1758, 12. p. 42. et feq. Grrarp
vaN SwieTen, l. c. tom. i. § 75. p. 110.

HzerwM. BOERHAAVE 1 c, toms 1. p 53- 55.
TH. WILLIS L C. |

8. Thefe offifications are generally met with
in the fame placés as the {pongy bodies them-
felves, namely, on the anterior {urface of the
anterior lobe of the cerebrum, and on the up-
per furface of each hemifphere, and alfo on
the flat furfaces which lie contiguous to the
falx. In no one inftance we have met with
offifications in which the fpongy excrefcences
were. not alfo to be met with; and the more
numerous thefe fpongy bodies were, and the
longer the duration of the difeafe, the more
numerous and extenfive were the offifications.
They generally have a fmooth pelifhed {ur-
face; they are convex, and are either of a
round or an oval thape, and not very thick.
The dum mater commonly adheres to their.

' i'chrmr
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fupcrior furface, but with the piz mater and ci-
neritious fubftance of the brain, they often form
one folid mafs. = Thé inferior furface is often
equal, fmooth, and a little rounded ; but for
the moft part it is rough and prickly; dnd ma-
ny of the fharp points which iffue from it fink
at leaft the depth of two or three lines into the
fubftance of the brain., The offifications are

not very firm, and they are for thc moi’c part
friable. |

g. In the heads of two hundred and fixteen,
no more than twenty-four cafes of offification
of this defcription have been detected. The
moft of thefe were' maniacs, for in- one hun-
dred of thefe there were twenty-three fuch
cafes; intwenty-fix epileptic maniacs, none ;
in fixteen epileptic idiots, nine, (among
whom one was a fomnambulift ;) in twenty epi-
leptic patients, none; in twenty-four melan-
cholic parien:s, none; and in thirty idiots,
eleven; in whom fuch offifications were foand
in greater or lcﬁ'er quantlt:,r.

£ 10: Als
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10. Although much has been fzid about
the atrabilious blood-being found in the turgid
veflels of the brain, and about its being the
caufe of : mania and melancholy, yet it is cer-
tain, that of two hundred and fixteen dif-
feGtions, not more than twenty-fix were found
in whom the blood-veffels were highly diften~
ded with blood. In one hundred maniacs
there were not more than feventeen ; in twen
ty-fix epileptic maniacs, four; in fixteen epi-
leptic idiots, and alfo in twenty epileptic pa-
tients, and twenty melancholic ones, not one;
and in.thirty'idiots' only five, in whom the
veliels of the brain Were_fu‘ll of blood. Amoeng
thefe there'were fome in whom the veflels were
uncommonly diftended, and contained ‘many
air bubbles¥*.: o

% Hiftoria  Medica trium Morborum qui- anno
1760, frequentiffime. in Nifocomio mibi occurrebants
&e. Auf. Jo. Ger. Hasznorur, Vindob,
1761, 8. p. 93. HerMm. Borruaave, l. c.
tom. 1. p. 128. Jon. Bapt. Morcacni, l.c.
epift. 8. No. 9. p. 108. mentions the cafe of
2 woman under the piz mater of whom he

- : found
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found a great quantity of ferum mixed with
air bubbles; a circumftance he has alfo often
detected in others. Hasenonrr alfo men-
tions the cafe of a maniac, the veflels of whofe
brain were full of blood, and on whofe piz
mater he difcovered a great number of little
air bladders, which were moft numerous en
the right fide of the head. y

11. In one maniac, who had voluntarily
beat his head feveral times with vidlence
againft the frame of the bed, the piz mater
which covered the right hemifphere of the
brain was covered with coagulated blood, and
was of a dark colour, from the pofterior part
of the head almoft to the os fiontis*. '

% Herwm. Borruaave, 1. c. part i. p.

311 32 .

. 12. The fame kind of ferous fluid which is
{o often found between the dura and pia maier,
is alfo met with pretty often between the laft
mentioned membrane and the cineritious part
of the brain. In general, in one hundred

maniacs, there were found twenty-eight in
' whom
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whom there was this collection of watery fluid,
In fome the water appeared of a red colour,
as if tmged with blood; in others it was ag
yellnw as if it had been in infufion of {affron,
In one perfon, feveral hydatids of the magni-
tude of a hazel nut were found; and in ano-
ther, a great number of accumulations of

ﬂu1d *,

* Hrrman Borruaave, 1. c. part 1.
?! 87, 88' F ; : .

In one perfon, who died apop]éétic, a
quantity of coagulated blood was obferved
lying under the piz mater, which feemed to
have iffued from fome of its veflels,

In twenty-fix epileptic maniacs, there were

five who had a great quantlty of watery fluid
under thc pia mater,

In fixteen epileptic idiots, there were three
in whom a fimilar appearance was obferved,

In
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- In twenty epileptic patients there were not
any, but in twenty-four melancholic ones
there were twelve, in whom not only a thin
and clear, but alfo a yellow and gelatinous

- fluid was found under the pia mater.

In thirty idiots, there were nine only in
whom a ferous fluid was found under the piz
mater. One may conclude, that of eight fuch
patients, there are certainly two who have a

- preternatural quantity of fluid between the
pia mater and the brain,

VI‘

OF THE BRAIN IN GENERAL.

1ft. THAT the cortical fubftance of the

. brain is often irritated by a clear and limpid.
fluid, with a2 yellow, gelatinous, and bleody
one, and alfo by firong concretions and offifi-
cations, appears fufficiently from the foregoing
fe¢tion. In the prefent one, various other
cafes which regard the brain will be found;
and efpecially, 1ft. That in eight maniacs and
five
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five idiots there was an appearance of inflam,
mé_tion, 2dly, That in three maniacs, a por-
tion of the left hemifphere of the brain, im-
méa'iately below the coronal future, and at the

- border of the plane or internal furface of the
hemifphere, was depreffed at lczaft_half an inch

lower than the other h’émii‘phere, by an hydatid

- which lay under the pia mater; alfo, that in
one melancholic perfon, the right hemifphere
in its a'nteriu_r lobe, and. towards the lower
part, was fo much depreffed by an extraordi-

| :ziary colletion of a yello_w' gelatinous fluid, that
it could eafily have cohtained 1n its cavity half
a moderately fized apple ; and 3dly, in one ma-
niac, who died apoplectic, the whole of the
left hemifphere, and alfo the pofterior lobe of
the right one, and the ceredellum and the me-
dulla oblongata were covered with blood, and
were torn and diftorted in various ways, '

2. There is one obfervation which is de-
ferving of very particular attention; in fe-
venty-fix diflections, there were nine cafes in
which a moft unfupportable {mell was emitted
on opening the head; in three of thefe the -

ftench,
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ftench was intolerable, and yert the diffeGion
took place twelve hours only after the death of
the patients; one of them was that of a per-
fon about fifty years old, who had died of apo-
plexy, and had the appearance of having been
of a healthy and p.lethori;; ‘habit*,

- GER. VAN Swwrsnz Lc. part i. §86.
.P 123, 124. § 89. p. 130, 131, And alfo
HerM, Boernaave, parti, p, 2c.

3. In particular, how:wer, among thirty-
nine maniacs, there were four in whom the
brain had a feetid difagrccable_ fmell. In five
epileptic maniacs, there was one who had died
of .f’bz'bg}?.’r- pulmonalis, whofe brain was equally
feetid. In five epileptic patients there were
two whofe brain emitted a moft offenfive
odour; and yet in one of thefe the death was
fudden, and all the other vifcera were uncor-
rupted, and the body itfelf fat and flefhy.
Among four ‘melancholic patients there was
only one, and among nine idiots only one alfo,
whofe brain was of this kind, Upon the
' whole
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whole it may be cdneludﬂd, that the propor-
tion of thofe whofe brain is in this ftate, is ag
one to feven.

4. Although Boxnertus has affcrté’d_; in his,
Sepulchret. Anatomic. that the brain of mani:
acs is found to be fo dry and friable, that it
may almoft be rubbed down intoa powder;
and although the celebrated RicuarD Meap
has copied this obfervation without having
inftituted any diffe¢tions whereby he might
have afcertained the fac, yet experience has
thewn the very reverfe to be true: for, except
the above-mentioned offifications and petrifac-
tions, which have been found on the pz'a mater,
and which when dry become neceflarily friable,
are taken for the brain itfelf; there is no good
reafon why an affertion of this kind, which
ftands in oppofition to all experience, fhould
have been believed. With much greater rea-
fon has the celebrated Krorcknor confidered
(although only on hypothetical grounds, and
a priovi) that thefe difeafes were inflammations

of the brain; for repeated experience has con-
firmed this opinion¥*,

. J.
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- * J. Bar. Morcacwi, 1. c. epift. 8.
No. 18. p. r15. found the brain in {uch pa-
- tients very hard, yet he does not confider this
circumflance as the caufe of the difeafe; on
the contrary, he fays that the brain may be-
come hard from other caufes than infanity ;
and that infanity may exift in many cafes where
the brain is not hard: for it has not only been
-obferved by Turrius, Kzreckring, Riwng,
and ScHEIp, in the diffections which they
have made, that the brain is foft and pulpy in
fuch people; but the laft mentioned author
afferts, that this is particularly the cafe with

thofe who are deprived of their fenfes, as alfo
in maniacs,

5. Were it true that this drynefs and friabi-
lity of the brain was common, it is probable
that it would have been found at leaft in one
cafe in one hundred maniacs, twenty-fix epi-
leptic maniacs, fixteen epileptic idiots, twenty
epileptic patients, twenty-four melancholic
ones, and thirty idiots, cfpecial'ly as many of
thefe had laboured twenty, thirty, and even
forty years; during which time the gall muft
have had plenty of opportunity to have pro-

| duced
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~ duced the moft extreme degree of hardnefs,
The watery fluid, however, which has been
found in fuch abundance under the piz mater,
proves the contrary very fufficiently; and we
actually find, among fome who have died of
fuch complaints, that the cineritious fubftance
of the bra_ih has been fo foft and pulpy, as to
allow the {malleft and almoft imperceptible
veflels to be dragged out of it by withe '
drawing the piz mater. In moft cafes, how-
ever, the cineritious and medullary {fubftance
of the brain are of a good confiftence. In
the lateral ventricles the cineritious, part is ge-
nerally fofter than ufual; and if the fourth |
ventricle, which is in the cerebellum, be exa-
mined, it will be found thar it is often fo very
foft, watery and pulpy, that it is impoffible
to perceive .the cavity with accuracy. Now,
fince in d'iﬂ'eé’cions,' thofe only have been re-
marked in whom the brain has been of a foft
and watery confiftence, it may be fafely con-
cluded, that in fuch patients the brain has not

~ been found preternaturally dry,

6. Up{m.
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6. Upon the whole experience has fhewn,
that of two hundred and fixteen fuch patients,
there have been -one hundred and ecighteen in
whom the brain was fofter than ufual. And as
there are many unnoticed intermediate degrees
of foftnefs between' the natural confiftency of
the brain and that degree of foftnefs which has
been remarkéd it il be i'afely" conclﬁdeﬂ;

ders the conﬁﬁence of the bﬁﬁn 18 fo&er than
ufual..

* 7. Among one hundred maniacs there were
fifty-one whofe brains were foft, watery, and
pulpy ; and of thefe fifty-one, there were fif-

teen in whom thefe appea‘rancés ‘Wwere In a re-
markable degree, and twenty-fix in whom, al-
though they were better in thefe refpeéls, yet
they were much too foft.

-Ameng twenty-fix epiléptic maniacs there
were eighteen, in fome of whom the brain was -
obferved to be preternaturally foft, and in
others it was quite uncommonly foft, watery,
and pulpy..

Among
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Among fixteen epileptic idiots, thete was
one whofe brain was a"great deal too foft, and
five others in whom it appeared to be fo ina
very uncommon degree.

- In twenty epileptic patients there were
eight whofe brain exhibited this appearance;
in one of whom it appeared to be of a very
extraordinary degree of foftnefs; and although -
lefs fo in the others; yet it was ftill a great
deal too foft. i
In twenty-four melancholic patients there
were nineteen in whom the fubftance of the
brain appeared to be a great deal too foft and
pulpy, and in two of them it was remarkably
fo. '

Among thirty idiots, there were fixteen in
whom the fame ftate of brain was deteéted; of-
thefe there were nine in whom it was very re-
markable; and in the other {feven confidera-
bly fo. ’ | |

VIIL.
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VIL.
OF THE LATERAL VENTRICLES. =
1. IN the ventricles of the brain the fol-
lowing circumftances are particularly. to be
alluded to: ift. their relative fize and fitua-
tion; 2dly, the quantity of water which they
contain; and 3dly, the fate of the plexus cho-
roidens; for, in infane people, a2 number of

ﬁngulannes are often to be found in thefe
places. : JiEh -

2, We find, m rEgard to the Ventri-
cles, not only that their magnitude is different
in fuch Panents but alioc that they are often

dlfproportmnate to each othcr in the fame fub-
Ject.

i

3. Of one hundred maniacs, there were
twenty-one in whom the lateral ventricles were
‘found preternaturally' wider and larger than

ufual; and in eight they were quite indefcriba-
bl}f fo.

Of
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Of twenty-four melancholic patients, there
were eight in whom they were found much
larger than ufual, and four in whom .they'were
uncamﬁmnly_large.. AT =

Of thirty idiots, there were feven in whom
thcff: ventncles WETE.‘ very large and long

4. But this p-réttfnatﬁi-al fize does ni:.{: ap-
~ pear to be the principal alteration which thefe:
~ cavities are liable to; efpecially as 2 much
greater number of infane are found in whom
the lateral ventrzcles are either fmaller, fhnrt..

er, or narrower than uﬂzal.

5. For in one hundred maniacs, there were
thirty- four in whom the Iateral ventricles
were very {mall, narrow and fhort, and four
in whom they were remarkably fo.

Among twenty-fix epileptic maniacs there .
were nine in whom they were very {mall, fhort

and conrm&ed and which did not contam a
.drop of fluid. :

2 | Among
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Among twenty epileptic patients,  there
were four in whom the lateral ventricles were
found to be very fmall.

Among twentyafour- melancholic patients
- there were twelve, and of thii'ry idiots there
~ were ten, in whom a fimilar appearance was :
detected.

6. Independently of all this, a great difprq-
portion is often obferved between the fize of
the lateral ventricles of the fame fubje&; for

it has been found that, in ten maniacs and three
idiots, the left ventricle has been much larger
than the right; and, on the other hand, in fe-
ven maniacs and four epileptic maniacs, the
right ventricle appeared to be much larger
than the left. In fome maniacs the left ven-
tricle was much higher than the right; and,
on the other han&, in fix other maniacs the
left was at leaft a quarter of an inch lower than

the right,

i

7. In regard to the greater or fmaller
quantity of fluid which has been found in thefe
Yor.II. . B cavities,
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cavities, experience has demonftrated the fo]_
lowing fa&s. In fix maniacs they were found
uncommonly full, and in twenty-three they
were ready to burft: in one of thefe, who had
died of apoplexy, the left ventricle was quite
. full of coagulated blood. In eight maniacs
they were moderately full, and in eleven peo- -
ple, who had alfo been affected with mania,
they were found to be quite empty. Of ten
other maniacs, there were five in whom the
right ventricle was found to be quite full, and
‘the left only moderately fo; and, on the other
“hand, there were four in whom the left ventri-
cle was found quite full, and the right one al=
moft empty. In five others, the right ventri-
cle was empty, and the left one only mode-
ratel}r full,

Of twenty-fix epileptic maniacs, there were
thirteen in whom both ventricles were quite
diftended with fluid, and five others in whom

+ thefe cavities were very full.

Of fixteen epﬂeptm idiots, there were three
in whom both cavities were quite empty ; in

four,
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four, the right ventricle was empty, and the
left moderately full of a ferous fluid. On the
other hand, the right ventricle was found, in
one cafe, to be uncommonly diftended, and
the left ventricle only moderately full. Inano-
ther, the right ventricle was moderately full,
and the left quite empty.

Among twenty epileptic patients there were
nine in whom both ventricles were found un-
commonly diftended with water. ~ In two
others they were only moderately fo, and in
one cafe they were quite empty. In four
others the right ventricle was found quite emp-
ty, and the left full of a clear watery fluid.

Of twenty-four melancholic patients, -there
were ten in whom both ventricles were found
aftonithingly diftended with  water, and alfo
two others in whom they were uncommonly
full and of a very large capacity. In two

others they were quite full, and in five they
were obferved to be empty. In the reft the
right ventricle was found quite full, and the

Left only moderately fo. _
Dd 2 = OFf
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Of thirty idiots, there were fourteen in
whom both ventricles were amazingly diftend-
ed with fluid: in this number, however, one
was included who died of apoplexy, in whom
both ventricles were found full of blood. 1In
four others the ventricles were moderately dif-
tended; in three others-they were quite empty,
in four more the right one was greatly diftend-

: ed, and the left one only moderately full; and
in four others the left was moderately full,
and the right one almoft empty.

8. It was not eafy to determine ‘the true
quantity of the water which was contained in-
any one cavity. But it may be fafely afferted,
that, in eight patients of this defcription, each -
ventricle contained a tea-cup full, or from
three to four ounces. | '

Itis remarkable, that when little or no water
is contained in thefe cavities, there is nomark of
any opening from the lateral ventricles into the

‘third ventricle, but the inferior furface of the
anterior edge of the commiffuira anterior lies im-
mediately in both cavities, on the medullary.
. e ' fubftance
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fubftance which is underneath, immediately
adjoining to the corpora flriata, and appears to
- -be covered with a fine membrane which lines
the ventricles. But when thefe cavities are
filled with water, and diftended in every way,
it is raifed up fo much that the membrane at
laft gives way. Hence we find, in the heads
of thofe in whom the cavities are only {lightly
- diftended, that, according to the bulk of thefe
cavities, there is an opening of two, three,
four, five, or fix lines in-length; which has
the fame kind of appearance as if the eyelids
were bhly opcﬁcd a little way.” When the la-
‘teral ventricles are more diftended this open~
ing appe:;rs’uf an oval fhape; and if they are’
fully diftended it appears quite circular. This
opening has always been found when water’
‘was prefent. The fmalleft circular opening is
a‘élt to admit a moderate fized pea, but fome
are confiderably larger. Through this open-
ing the water of the ‘lateral ventricles could

_ How freely into the'third one. '

é. 'Among two hundred and fixteen cafes,

there were not mare than fixteen in whom the
plexus
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plfxu.f choroidens was in a perfet or nearly na.
tural ftate. Three of thefe were maniacs,
‘three others were epileptic maniacs, three
others epileptic idiots, and the fix remaining
ones idiots, In the other two hundred this
body was very much difcoloured, thick, fwol-
len, hard, and full of hydatids¥*,

¥ See Herm. Borrmaave, 1 c. p. 112,

116.

In ninety-fix maniacs the plexus choroidens
- was Ipailt throughdut‘;_ it was thick, fwollen,
and full of hydatids, which were of different
fizes, from that of a large fugar pt::a. down to
the fmalleft grain pearls; and, in general, it
was as thick asa bean at itsedges. In eleven
of thefe unhappy_peopl!e the plexus was very
thick and fwollen; but there were no hydatids
in it. In fifteen others a number of offifica-
tions and petrifactions were deteéted, inde-
pendently of hydatids, which were alfo ob-
ferved. In four of thefe, indeed, no hydatids
appeared, but in their place a fingular kind of
aqueduct was to be feen. In five maniacs the
pkx#.r
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pfexrx: was found quite hard and fcirrhous;
and in fixteen others it was thick and fwollen
and ftludded with innumerable hydatids; in
cight others the fame bodies were obferved,
. butnot in fuch fize.- In the remaining thirty-

feven maniacs the Plexus was only modera]:ely
fwollen*.

¥ See Herman Borruaave, 1. Cs part .
pag. 155. Ger. Van. Swizten, L c. tom. i.
p: 165. et feq.” Oeuvres Anatomlques de M.
Duvernay, Paris, 1761, tom. i. p. 41. who
does not think that there are any glands in the
plexus, but who thinks that the veflels which
are diftributed through the cellular membrane,
and which he compares with fmall-pox, are

~ fwelled into the nature and thape of hLydatids,
‘Due Relationes de Morbis Singularibus, a Cr.
Jounsrtone, Cr. ForHERGILL communicaie, in
Medical Obfervations and ffzgm'ries Vol. ii.
1762. 8. p. 115. where it is mentioned, that
in one diffetion half an ounce of water was -
found in the ventricle of the brain, and alfoa
moderately large hydatid adhering to the
plexus.

Among
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Among twenty-three epileptic maniacs there
were feventeen who had innumerable hydatids
in both ventricles; igi the others the plesus was
very _thick, {wollen, and cartilaginous.

In ﬁittéen epileptic idiots there were fix in -
whom there were only a few hydatids- in two
there were many; and in the remaining num-
ber there was a conﬁderablc number of thefe
bgdlf;s. ,

Among twenty epileptic paticntsl- the plexus |
choroidens was fomewhat fwollen, and of a dark
red colour; in five it was thick, fwollen, and
hard; in four it was moderately fwollen ; and
in the remaining number very much fwollen,'
and ftudded with hydatids.

Among twenty-four melancholic patients
there were fourteen in whom the plexus was
fwollen and full of hydatids; in the remaining
number, however, thefe bodies were in much |
greater number. e o

A mong
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Among twenty.four idiots there were ten,
all of whom had thick and fwollen plexus; in
. the remaining number it was not only thick

and {wollen, but alfo contained 2 number of
hydatids. ;

In fome this body could only be examined
-in one fide, becaufe it was covered with coa-
gulated blood in the other. In fome it was

~apparent only in the right fide, in others in the
left.

OF THE THIRD VENTRICLE.

1. THE third ventricle is, in {fuch people,
of the {ame nature as the lateral ventricles.

In fome it is large, in others fmall; fome-
times quite full of water, at other times only

> moderately diftended ; and in many cafes it is
| quite empty, Of all which we fhall fpeak
more fully,
; 2. In
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2. In regard to the fize, we have found it
of a moft extraordinary large capacity in
twenty-four maniacs out of an hundred. Op
the other hand, in ﬁxfegn of this number it
was quite {mall, narrow, and fhort; and in
four others uncommonly narrow and fhort.

In twenty-fix epileptic maniacs this ventri.
cle had its natural appearance, but in eight
others it was uncommonly fhort.

In fixteen epileptic idiots it did not appearto
be larger than ccmmdn; in any remarkable de-
gi‘ee ; inthree it was too narrow ; and in four it
was fhaped like an irregular triangle; fo that it
became very acute in its exterior part, near to
the infundibulum ; and in re{'peéi: to the oppo-
fite ﬁdc, it was too wide,:

In twenty epileptic patients there were four
in whom this cavity was too large. -In

none of them was it difcovered to be too
fmall.

in
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In twenty-four melancholic patients this
ventricle was too large. In all the others it
was of a natural fize,

In thirty idiots there were five in whom it
was tolerably wide, four in whom it was very

capacious, and  fix in whom it was too
~ narrow,

3+ As to the fluid contained in this cavity,
it has been found that, among one hundred
maniacs, there were fifty-feven in whom the
third ventricle was quite full; twenty in whom
it was moderately fo, fifteen in whom it con-
tained very little, and in the remainder it was

- quite empty.

In twenty-fix epileptic maniacs this cavity
was found quite diftended with fluid.

In fixteen epileptic idiots there were four in
whom it was full of water; in three it was
moderately full, and in the reft it was almoft
:mpt:j}. -

L}

fn'
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In twenty epileptic patients there were fix
in whom this cavity was full of water ; in three
others it was moderately full ; and in the
others there was either a very {mall quanuty
nf fluid, or elfe it-was quite empty.

In twenty-four melancholic patients, there
were fixteen in whom this cavity was quite full -
of water, and eight in whom it was empty.

“1n thirty idiots there were fourteen in whom
this ventricle was found quite full of 'ﬁaptr‘;
in ten it- was moderately full; and in fixit
either contained very little fluid, or elfe was
_quite empty. i

It may be remarked here, that in four peo-
ple who had died apoplectic, the fluid‘which
was contained in this cavity appeared quite
red: In two, the plexus of veflfels which co-

~ ‘vers the piheal gland was quite black with ex-
- travafated blood; and in two others it was of
" a deep red colour. '

iX.
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X
OF THE PINEAL GLAND.

IN a number of cafes the pineal gland is
found quite covered with water.

In one hundred cafes of mania there were

thirty-four in whom this appearance was ob-
ferved. "

- In twenty-fix epileptic maniacs there were
cight in whom it was found covered with
water.

3 % ;
In fixteen epileptic idiots there were feven
- in whom it could not be feen for the ferum
which furrounded AL

In twe;ity eepileptic patients there were ten
in whom the gland was equally concealed.

In 'twcnty-four melancholic patients there

were twelve in whom it could hardly be dif-
- cerned
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cerned for the watery fluid which covered
: ; _
it. :

In thirty idiots there were nine in whom
the gland was alfo covered with a watery fluid.

2. In regard to the magnitude of this gland,
it has been found, that in the bodies of one
hundred perfons, who died maniacal, there
were forty-fix in whom it was ofits natural
dimenfions; in thirty-feven it was much larger

than ufual, and in feventeen it was much
fmaller. 2

What is very remarkable, however, is, that
in four cafes it was found as large as a cherry,
and in two as big as a hazel nut; and at the
fame time it was covered with fmall hydatids.
On the other hand, in three cafes it was dif-
cerned to be uncommonly fmall. '

In twenty-fix epiléptic maniacs this gland
was of its natural fize, if we except eight in
whom it was very long and flender. j

In
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 In fixteen epileptic idiots there were eight
in whom it was found to be of its natural fizes

in two it was larger, and in four fmaller than
ufual.

In twenty epileptic patients the magnitude
of the pineal gland was quite natural.

In twenty-four melancholic patients there
were only four in whom it was of its natural
fhape and fize: in all the others it was larger
than it ought to have been.

-~ In thirty idiots there were twelve in whom
the gland was quite natural; in twelve others

it was larger than common, and in the others
{maller than common.

3- As to the confiftence of the pineal gland,
there were twelve people, in a hundred cafes
of mania, in whom it was harder and more
tenacious than natural.  In fourteen others it
was found to be quite foft and watery. It is,

- moreover, to be remarked, that in four pa-
tients it had the fhape of a comprefled cylin--
der,
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der, and was furrounded with three ridges,
and appeared as if it had three grooves.

In two cafes this gland had the form ok a
heart; in three cafes it was long and thin; and
in one cale quite fharp-pointed.

In fixteen idiots there were four in whom it

- was too foft, and three in whom it was too

hard ; in one of whom it diffolved like water'
when rubbed. |

In twenty epileptic patients there were five
in whom the gland was too foft. . .

mIn twenty-four melancholic patients there |
were four in whom it was too hard, and four
others in-whom it was too foft. _

In thirty idiots there were fix in whom this
fmall body was fomewhat too hard, and in

~ ten others it was too foft, approaching’ almoﬂr
toa degree of ﬂuldlty

i
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4. In regard to the fand and ftony concre-
tions which are fo frequently found in this
gland, ‘and concerning which the late Dr.
Gunz has propofed the following queftion;

- namely, Whether they were not to be found in
every cafe of mania, and were not the caufe of
the difeafe? experience has thewn.us the fol-
lowing facts*.

 * See Anatomifche Beobachtungen iiber die
Steine, welche in ver[chiedenen theilen des men-
Sehblechen Koipers gefunden werden won MECKEL
" (Hiftvire de P Academie Royale des Sciences, Gc.
Berlin, 4to. pag. 92.) In which the auther
fays; that there is hardly any part of the hu-
man body in which fuch {ubftances have not
- been found. The fubftance of the brain it-
{elf, which may be confidered as the fofteft
and moft delicate part of the whole human
frame, is not exempt from this. He does not,
however, adopt the opinion of Mr. Gunz;
becaufe, upon examining the heads of four pa-
tients who had died melancholic, he had found
three in whom the gland was quite frefh and
found. And although, in the fourth,. he dif-
~ covered a flone of a tolerably large ﬁze, which
Vor. II, Ee in -
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in its texture refembled a blood-ftone, ang
which was fituated in the pofterior lobe of the
left hemifphere of the brain, behind the p

neal gland, yet he had often feen upon farmer
occafions, fimilar ftony concretions in the pi.

neal gland of peoplf: who were in good
health. e ¥

X 1In one hundred maniacs there Wéfe_ﬁﬁjfi
two, and confequently more than the half, in
whom either one ﬂon}r concretion, or elfe fe
veral, were detected. Thefe were iarger and
fmaller, and round and angular, in dlffe:rent'
cafes.. In fome a confiderable quantity .n{ :
{and, alfo, has been difcovered.

In twenty-fix epileptic maniacs, there were
three who had one very large ftony concretion
in this gland; five who had one of a moderate
dimenfion and pointed form; and four in
whom two {fuch ftones were deteéi_:ed

In fixteen epileptic idiots, there were threc_
in whom a ﬁngle frnall ftony concretion was
found. '

Tt
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In twenty purely epileptic patients, there
were four in whom one lirtle ftone was deteted -

in the pineal gland in three others huwcver
there were from twenty to thll't}".

“In twenty-four melanchoIIC patients, there
were fix people in whom very few concretions
of this nature were to be found; but feven

~others in whom the pmlcies. of fa.nd were nu.-
MeErous. f ' e o

In thirty idié.tis, there were nineteen in whom
feveral flony concretions were found in the pi-
neal gland ; fome of Whom- uhad ncarly rth:r,izy
part:cles af {'and cachs bLns Diledmsam a

6. _A,Ithuuég’hin a’ll:thélbnﬂiﬂs-whicﬁ"wegeiex.- =
amined after death, the diffe¢tion was not' cdns
ducted with that degree ‘of care which is be=
frowed in other cafes, yet it was fufficiently fo
to difcover many other ﬁngularitiés in different
parsts.of thedody. "For inftance, we found in-

~one epileptic patient the wafes very large, and
in one:maniac, the .zgfes very fmall. In an
epﬂcpﬂc maniac :the zates “were very much -

Bt Ee a COIMl~»
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comprefled and flat, and the zefles, efpecially
the right one, ina natural ftate. Ina maniac,
who had died apopleétic, thefe bodies were
covered with blood; and in the cafe of an
cpileptic maniac, in whom they were very foft,
they lay fo deep that they were quite covered .
by the cerebellum, and were not difcovered un.
il we reached the fourth ventricle. Inone
epileptic maniac the corpora quadyigemina were
very flat, foft, and almoft imperceptible; and
in one idiot they were remarkably flat, foft,
and fmall: but in one maniac they were fo
flat and foft, that the left zeffes could hardly
be known. = In one epileptic idiot, (who was
a fomnambulift, and conftantly looked up-
wards) the zeffes were the fmalleft of any we
had yet feen; and in their interftices the great .
lobe of the brain was fo diftant from the fourth |
ventricle, that it did not cover it, but left it
quite expofed. |

7- In one maniac . the nfundibulym was
clofed at its entrarice into the fourth ventricle
with a firong membrane. - In three epileptie

- maniacs the commiffura cerchri  anterior Was
quite
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- quite wanting, except a coalefcence of the
thalami nervorum opticorum, which was about a
line’s breadth and a litile below the place where
the commiffura ought to have been, was mifta-
ken for it. In one maniac, and in one epilep-

tic patient, the commiffura was nearly half an
inch in thicknefs.

8. The thalami nervorum opticorum were, in
one cafe of mania, found tohave adhered. In
two epileptic maniacs, two fmall halami were
found to bel {eparate at their fuperior part; but
| towards the middle they adhered to a cineri-

tiousfubﬂance, which lay fo near to the cor-
pora flriata that they all feemed to be blended
together. In two idiots théy were very {mall,
\aﬁd ftood wide from one another. In one
idiot, at the pointed part of the rhalamus of

both fides, there was a medullary prominence
half as big as a pea, which projeGed beyond
the furface of the zhalamus. In one maniac
~the thalami nervorum opticorum ftood more con-
tiguous to the corpora firiata than had ever be-

. fore been obferved*. '

L

; sk * DuvERNEY,
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&

* DuveRNEY, l. c. part 1. P 41. mentions
his havmg frequently f{een, in dead bodms
oval and roundith eminences on the tbm'am
of the optic nerves.

9. Before we leave this part of the bram
‘there is a remarkable circumftance which de-
ferves notice. A man who had laboured un-
der an acute diforder, when he ‘was about
thirty-three years of age, foon afterwards be-
‘came infane, and foon died. On opemng hls
head there was found, in the medullary part
of the right fide of the brain, near where the
medulla of the two hemifpheres jdin to form
the centrum ovale, a brownith, red-coloured
fpot of the fize of a fixpenny pmce, which
had the appearance of a {plit fig or fpmlt
pear. This {pot was much fofter than any
other part of the brain, and was fo .deep thal:
it reached tothe bafis of the brain. The ihapt
which it had, at that part, was that of a fmaII
oval, the longeft diameter of which was t*ﬂfq,
inches in length, and the fhort one was one
inch. It was elevated in the form of a round
ball, about two inches high. The nearer it
| reached

An inquiry into the nature and origin of mental derangement / Vol. 1l - page 418 sur 461


http://www.bium.univ-paris5.fr/histmed/medica/page?36754x02&p=418

-

APPENDIX,, : 423

reached the bafis of ‘the brain the broader and
larger, and the redder it was. It did net con-
‘tain any matter, nor did it emit any difagree-
able {mell. Wa‘s:thisxappearam:e from birth;
~or a metaftafis from previous difeafe?

X,
° OF THE CEREBELLUM IN GENERAL. -

EVERY thing which has been faid of the
brain in general may alfo be faid of the cere-
bellum, excepi: that {pongy excrefc:enccs,
oﬂIﬁcatlons, and petnfaéhons, have never
been once met with. The cerebellum, as has
been already obferved, is commonly much
fofter, pulpy, and more watery than the brain*,
But the membranes which envdﬂpe it, -Cfpf:-
CIaIly the pza mater and the iunica afacb?zafdfa,

. are feldom found fo much thickened, mucous,
and difcoloured as in thofé which cover the
brain. In the heads of thefe maniacs, how-
ever, thefe membranes were difcovered to be
thick and mucous, and ftudded with hydatids
of the fize of a pea, not only on the cercbellum,

but -
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but alfo en the medulla fpinalis. In two peo-
ple, who had died apoplectic, the cerebelium,
the medulla oblongata, and the medulla dorfalis,
were found coated with coagulated blood. In
two others, who to all appearance had died
apoplectic, during an attack of epileply, the
pia mater was difcoloured with blood, for the
extent of an inch in length and two or three
lines broad, at that place which covers that
portion. of the right wing of the cerebellum
where that body joins the medulla oblongata.

* GerRARD. vaN SwirTeN, l.-c. part 1.
§ 112. p. 164. and § 170. No. 1. p. 230.
§ 267. p. 434+ lays the cerebellum is always
much more folid than the cerebrum; and thisis
the very contrary of what ufually happens.

2. 1In all thofe cafes in which the brain has

_a foetid offenfive fmell , the cerebellum is found

to partake of the fame diforder. This was

~ found to be univerfally the cafe with all thofe
who have been already mentioned.

7. Al
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3- All maniacs; whofe brain was found to be
preternaturally foft, have had, as experience
has thewn, a ftill fofter ceredellum.

Independently of the two epileptic mani-
acs already mentioned, there were twelve
others who had an uncommonly foft, watery,
and very fmall cerebellum. '

~In fourteen epileptic idiots there were five
in whom the cerebellum was found to be too
foft. e

In twenty epileptic patients there was not
- one in whom the cerebel/um was not found to
be much fofter and {maller than ufual. '

* In every cafe of melancholy and idiotifm
which, as has been already taken notice of,
there was any preternatural foftnefs of brain,

there was alfo a preternaturally foft cere-
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XI.

OF THE FOURTH VENTR.ICLE.

~ AS the fourth ventricle ‘is naturally very
fmall fo in no inftance have we found it pre-
ternaturally fo. In fix maniacs and one epi-
leptic patient it was natural, and in all the
reft it was too wide. In fome cafes; even
where no water was prefent, it has been found
to be fo w1dr: as to admit the little ﬁnger
cafily. 1In other cafes, in which it was filled
with water, the thumb would not have filled
it completely; and although the ‘quantity of
water which this cavity naturally contains is
not to be accurately afcertained, ftill it is -cer._r
tain that, in fome cafes, it meafured half an
ounce, and in others a whole one. '

~In an hundred maniacs, there were eighty

in whom the fourth ventricle was fo r:fiucfh
diftended with water, as to be ready to burfts
fome in whom it was immoderately diftended;

. and, on the other hand, only three in whom it
was
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was quite empfy. 'IEI the reft this ventricle
contained only a little water; and in one, who
died apopletic, it was found full of blood.

In twenty-fix epileptic maniacs, this cavity
was found immoderately diftended ; in four it
was moderately fo; and in five others it was

~wide, but did not contain any fluid.

In fixteen epileptic idiots, there were fix
cafes in which it was found immoderately full ;
- in the others it contained only a little water.

In twenty epileptic patients, there were ele~
‘ven in whom it appeared completely diftended,
and nine in whom there was little or no
water. : :

In twenty-four maniacs there was not one
in: whom it was not found completely diftend-
ed with water, -

In thirty idiots, there were twenty-four in
whom it was quite full ; and in one of thefe,
who had died apopleétic, it was filled with a
£ et bloody
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bloody ferum; but in the reft there was'ng
fluid. -

Before taking our leave of the ceredellum
and fourth ventricle, there is a very particular
cafe which deferves to be mentioned. The
third ventricle was quite preternaturally con-
ftruced, as has been already obferved; toward

~ the infundibulum it was very narrow; and at
the oppofite extremity, near to the corpora
quadyigemina, it was at leaft once as wide as it
ought to have been, and fo dilated that it re-
{fembled a common triangle. The corpora gua-
drigemina lay very profound; the sefles were
very fmall; in the middle interftice of thefe
bodies, the extremity of the great lobe of the -
brain was {o diftant from the fourth ventricle,
that it was quite expofed. From between
each zefiis, or rather from the medullary fub-
ftance to which they adhered, a medullary
chord was fent; thefe were each as thickasa
common quill. They took a direGtion towards
the great lobe of the brain; where they de-
: fcen&ied, and kept along the brain and-around
the. fourth ventricle. They were fo twifted
round
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round each other, asthey furrounded the ven-
| t;%cle, that it was impoffible to fay where they

terminated. In another cafe the great lobe.
‘was entirely wanting; and in its place was a

thick medullary chord, which formed the pof-

terior part of the fourth ventricle, by which
‘means it was much wider and higher, and was |
immediately conne@ed with the third ven-

tricle, '

XII.

"

» OF THE GLANDULA PITUITARIA.

1. THE examination of this fubftance, in
the firft thirty bodies which were opened, was
ﬁqt very careful ; but in the remaining hun-
dred and ninety-feven it was accurately invef-
tigated. B

2. As the natural fize of this gland is about
that of an ordinary-fized bean, {o every one
which was larger is called bigger, and every
one which was lefs is called fmaller than ufual.

3" AT
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3. Accordingly, of feventy-four maniacs,
there were fifty-four in whom the pituitary |
‘gland was natural; in twelve it was found to
be large, and in eight fmall.

« In twenty-two epileptic maniacs there were
fifteen in whom, this gland was of its ufua]
- bulk; in five others it was larger than ufual,

In twelve epileptic idiots this gland was
too fmall; in the others it was quite na-
tural. I

In twenty ep:lePtu: patmnts the pltmtary
gland was in a natural ﬂ:ate. B :

In twenty-two melancholi¢ patients, there
were eight in whom it was found to be too
large; in the others it was of its natufal =
fize.

B 7

In twenty-nine idiots, there weré five in
whom it was large; in the others it was of its
ufual magnitude. - g

4. In.
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4. In feventy-four maniacs there were only
twenty-five in whom the gland had its natural
confiftency; on the other hand, it was found ,

to be too hard in thirty-feven inftances, and
in twelve it was too foft.

In twenty-two E:pilePr.ic maniacs, there were
nine in whom it was too hard, and cight m
whom it was too foft.

In twelve epileptic idiots, there were fix in
whom this gland was greatly too hard; andin
the remaining fifteen it was natural.

In twenty-two melancholic paﬁfﬁts,' there
were twelve in whom it was too foft; in fix it
‘was of a natural cenﬁﬁ:ence, and in all the
reft it was too hard.

5. It appears theri, that in all thefe difeafes
the cerebrum and cerebellum had a great ten-
dency to become fofter than ufual; and the
pituitary gland, on the other hand 10 br:cam\,
‘barder. ' '

XII1.
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XIII.

OF THE BASIS OF THE SEKULL.

f_.. AS itisimpoflible, in cafes fuch as thofe
which have been defcribed, to attend to every
minute deviation of ftruture which /may oc-
cur, fo it is our intention, at prefent, to take
notice of thofe onl}rﬂ which are moft remarka.,
ble. The greateft number are to be met with
in the neighbourhood of the fella turcica, efpe-
cially behind the proceffus clinoides®.

# Herum. Bopruaave, L c. part 1. P e

2. They are frequently met with much
longer than ufual, and are fo tharpand Puintéfd
as to give reafon to fear that they might have
lacerated the brain; but no fuch appearanceis
ever found., :

3. This immenfe elongation of the pofterior

‘clinoid procefles is not always equal-on both |
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fides, - for the right is often fharper and higher

~ than the left; and fometimes, alfo, the con-
trary takes place. In one maniac a preferna-'
tural procefs, of confiderable length, arofe
from between the two clinoid proceffes.

4 Amﬂ_ﬁg one hundred maniacs, there were
thirty-four in whom this fharp-pointed elon-
gation of the pofterior ‘clinoid proceffes was
obferved. 1In fome it was found equally elon-
gated on both fides; in others it was only fo
on one ; and in fome others, there were fharp
procefles iffuing from berween the two.

In twenty-fix epileptic maniacs, there were
cight in whom this procefs was fharp and
pointed; and in one of thefe there was a fmall’
upright'procefs, as fharp as a needle, which’
arofe from the bafis of the fkull, juft where
the middle lobe of the right hemifphere lies.

The f&me_phendtﬁenﬁn was obferved in 'tﬁr&'
firong-made epileptic perforis. I three idiots;
the clinoid proceffes ‘were: thin and “friable;
"~ and in four epileptic patients they were quite
<Nowa IL+ Ff moveable,
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moveable. In two maniacs the eryfla palls
was quite moveable, but no other preternatu-
ral appearance was to be feen init,

In one maniac the os petrofum of the tem-
poral bone of the right fide was much larger
and higher than the left,

In fix maniacs the fzlla turcica was deep and
flat, and the fpace between it and the cryfta
galli was quite level; _fq that the inferior {ur-
face of the anterior lobe  of the brain had not
t}ie {malleft curvature, as it ufually has. .

In four manidcs, 2 hard glandular fubftance,
of the fize nf a {fmall pea, was found nn the
left ﬁde, about an inch from the fella. turcicas.

- and in three others a fimilar body, of the fize
of a rafpberry, was found fituated between the
¢ryfpagalli and. fella turcica.  All thefe bodies
~ were of a white colour, and 'adﬁtred to the
{kull; and yet, on removing them, no preter-
;;_atu_ral appearance was found, either on the
bone, or on the dura mater®. '

.

* HerMay
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* Herman Boeruaave, 1. c. part 1. p. 6g.

In two maniacs there was found a hard

- reddifh-coloured glandular fubftance, of the

fize of a Spanifh nut. It adhered to the left

‘and anterior fide of the fellz turcica, and rofe
up above it, |

N. B. In the original Mr. GREDING gives a
defcription of the appearances of the Vifcera of the
thorax. But as there is nst one obfervation which

Jeems to be of the fralleft importance, it bas been
deemed umérfﬁzrj to tranflate it. It were much
10 be wifbed, that the vifcera of the abdomen had
been examined with the [ame degree of cares efpe~
¢ially in cafes of hypochondriafis a#d melancho-
lia of Ia}zg Sanding.

ATE = Ffa
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NOTE S

REPERRED. TO

IN THE WORK

No. 1.
- (Vide Vol. 1. p 3)

ex. CORDIS pul:['atm, nec fenfu pﬂragu'ur
nec variatur. Fibre cordis virtute ‘micationis
vitalis fanguinis in ejus ventriculis contenti,
per vices irritatze, excitantur ad fe_con'traiheh_
das et pulfationem faciunt; mox irriratione
remifla relaxantur et naturalem pofitionem re-
petunt.”” Grysson, De Veniriculo et Inteftinis.

p- 148. § 3.

In another part he continues thus. < Negari.
non poteft evidentem hic fieri fibrarum irrita-

tionem. Secundum hunc enim, rythmus pul-
.. fanoms
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fationis variatur, utex pulfuum differentiis in
febribus et aliis morbis conftet. Neque qui-
dem fas eft hic caufari fibrarum fenfationem:
Siquidem haec irritationis per vices perceptio,
aque inter dormiendum- quo tempore fenfus

: fcrian'tur, ac inter {rigilandum exercitur. Non
ergo perceptione fenfitiva in his actionibus aft
naturali irritationem vitalis fanguinis percipi-
unt, et ad fe vigorandas et per vices remitten-
das animantur. 'Idem corrobatur in motu tu.
multuofe animalium perfiftante, decollatis ea-
rum capitibus. Similiter inteftina adhuc ca-
lentia in abdomine recens aperto fi varii moti-
tant et intorquant., Fibrze mufculorum in
animalibus defunéis, acribus, et pungentibus
liquoribus tactz fe contrahunt. Quid opus eft
pluribus? Hinc fatis certdo inferre licet ﬁbras_' y
abfque fenfuum axilio pofle irritationem per-
cipere et conformiter e movere.”’

= No.
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No. 1I.
(Vide Vol. 1. p. 13.)

 The laws of irritability, 4s eftablithed by
Foxrana, in his Recherche Filofofiche ﬁpra la
Fifica Animale, tom. i. are as follnw :

Legge 1. Ad ogni contrazione della fibra &
{fempre neceflario un nuevo flimulo che ne
{ rifvigli P'irritabilita.

Legge 2. Lirritabilitd non & fempre coftan-
-te, ma fola dopo un qualche tempo ritorna al
mufculo, fecondo P’indole e lo ftato delle fue
fibre.

Legge 3. Il mufculo contratto per lungo
tempo perde Dirritabilita. :

" Legge 4. 11 mufculo diftratto o' compreffi |
per lungo tempo perde Dirritabilita.

Legge 5. 1l mufculo che lungamente fta re-

lafciato perde lirritabilita,
' No.
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No. I1I.
(Vide Vol. I. p-230.)

- Id magis difficile videtur explitatu, quor;
modo animalia abfque encephalo vivant,
five id fubito deftructum fuerit five lento malo

- fublatum.

Et primum vulgare eft in animalibus de in-
feCtorum genere, (2) et in frigidi fanguinis
quadrupedibus (%) capite refecto vivere ea ani-
malia, currere (¢) et clamare, (d) et cibum
quarere, (¢) et venerem exercere, (f) et de
hoftibus vindiGtam fumere (¢) etiam a plufcu-
lis diebus. Vide Harrer1 Elem. Phyf. t. ivs.
P- 352- | '

(a) Capita refeito crabones vivunt, Purchasof
~ the Bees, p. 186. Ve/pe, Woodward Suppl.

P- 93- 97. Mufie, id. p. 92. Eruce, Zimmer-

mann, p. 21. Scarabei, Phyfique des Animaux,

P- 254. Gryllotalpe, Jaccobzus, p. 103. Lo-

cufle. Trauner, p. 29. (&) Lacerti, Van-

delli Epiftole ii. p- 243. Tachard Voyage
de Siam, tom. ii. p. 254. Rane, Whytt. Phys.
Effays,
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I?I.ﬂ‘_ays,p. 214. Zimmermann, Woodward, Re-
: .dl, &c. (c¢) Mufce, Woodward. 'Rane, Zim-
mermann, Borellus. (d) Rane, Zimmermann,
Woodward. (e) Vermes, Bonnet InfeGol. t. ii.

P 94- (f) Mufee etiam ova ponunt, Boyle de
Util. Phys. Exp. p. 116. Redi Infeftol. p. 81.

82. (g) Velpz, L. c. Vefpee er Papiliones, Phi-
lof. Tranfa&. S

No. 1V.
(Vide Vol. II. p. 10.)

o

{ Ea_cfméféd frém the American Tranfallions,
: Vol. i. p. 198.)

i A CBild, three years old, was feized with
infanity, or rather idiotifm, fuddenly, with-
out the fmalleft dégrec of fever, or any other
complaint to account for fo ftrange an affec-
tion. The parents were greatly alarmed, and
fent for me; I arrived when the child had been
a few hours in this condition, examined it very
clofely, found its pulfe moderate and natural,
no preternatural heat or fluthing, no thirft,.

- tongue clean, no internal fyncétion whatever
- difturbed, but thofe of the brain; the child
e ; ; © was
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was to all appearance happy, talking all the
incoherent nonfenfe that can be imagiﬁgdj i
laughing, and in conftant motion; but la.
boured under fo great a debility, that it could
not ftand or walk without tottering ; and feve.
ral times in attempting it fell down; it was a
perfect delivium mite. - 1 had fortunately feen
feveral fuch cafes from eating the feeds of the
Datura Stramonium, or thorn-apple, 111 Phila-
delphta, which made a confiderable Imprcﬂion
upon me. Perfuaded that the cafe before me
was another of the fame kind, I queﬁmned
the parents ﬁrlﬁly, if the child had not been :
eating fomething improper; they anfwered
confidently in the negative; I ftill exprefled
my doubts, and at laft told them pofitively it
had been taking fome of the above apple;
they were furprifed at my obftinacy, and de-
~ clared none grew near the houfe. -1 immedi-
ately gave it a large dofe of tartar emetic, rc-
collecting that, in the former cafes, there had
been a great infenfibility of the ftomach ; this
- not proving fufficient, and the child taking no
medicine, with relucance I introduced a fun- -
nei into the mouth, and forced down a great
quanmt}"
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quant_ity of warm water, which had the de-
fired effect. The matter was now determined ;
I was highly gratified, and the by-ftanders all
aftonifhed, at the fight of a table fpoonful of
- feeds and the thorny covering. The child,
after this, improved rapidly, and in a few days
was perfectly recovered.” '

In like manner various other narcotic reme-
dies, as they are commonly called, produce
delirium. Savvaces has given a very good
catalogue of thefe. The byofcyanus niger, the -
_conium maculatium, and the Airopa Belladonna,

all produce fimilar effects when taken in a cer-
tain quantity.

See Sauvacestt Method. Medend. tom. ii.
Pa 14.1- Et feqj

‘In the Hiffor. Mirab. of Fririsy, part ii,
" Hift, 6. there is a fingular account of the
effects of the feed of the Datum Stramonium.

A quantity of it was eaten by a number of the
fervants of a Baron dg Salvador, all of whom
were affeCted with a mild delirium. The

fame
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fame author, Hift. 8. mentions the cafe of
‘two monks, who became delirious in confe.
quence of having eaten a quantity of the ﬁ:_.f}t
“of ‘the hemlock. They both of them ima.
gined they were mf:‘tarhorphoi_'ed into ducks,
and confequently threw themfelves into the
~ river! '

: No. V. :
(Vide Vol. IL. p. 17.)

Power of the Imagination in altering the natural
Operation of Medicines. '

PrcuLin relates the following very fingular
 hiftories concerning the powers of the imagi-
nation in altering the impreffions of medi-

cines.

<« A ftudent, of a phlegmatic habit, and'
not poflefled of a great deal of mother wit, .
once applied to me for advice. He complhineﬂ
of lofs of appetite, obftinate cnﬁiv‘encfs,fand

of being almoft fuffocated in the morning
; _ ; o . by
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by glalry mucous. After I had relieved his
bowels, by means of a glyfter, 1 ordered him
ﬁfteen grains of white vitriol with a little
crcgm of rartar, in Ol‘df:i‘.‘ to extrlcate thf: pzm-'
- sta from his _ﬁoma:(_:h Hc folluwed my ad-
IVICE, but, by a prcpo[’cerous conqﬂt, per{ua-
ded hzm['elf that the powder was mtended asa.
fweat ; and accﬂrdmgl}r, after he had fwal-
Iowcd it, he covcr&d hlmfelf all over with
the bed-clﬂaths and fell i1 mto a profufe Pﬁrfpl—
rgnon, He then came tu rhank me, and tf:ll
me that thc powde;r had been attended wmh
: thc deﬁrf:d fuccefs. Ino foonf.;r heard of a
hc hacL taken any uther remedy than t‘xe one I 2
_ ordered him. He aﬂ”ured me he had nnt but-
~ that he thought the powder which I prefcribed
for him was to {weat him; which effe& he
therefore exl‘u‘:e&ed,. and which had been effec-
tually accomplithed. But I recollect another
cafe, of the fame kmd _more rcxparkable than_
thls, There was a &udent of my, acquaintance,
at LeydenJ who either becaufe I was too young,
or becauﬁ: he wﬂhed tq favc hlS _money, did\-*

mz cenfult mr: but took care of his own
health,

%
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health. He had, probably, heard medical
men aﬂ'ert that purgatives were the beft kinds
of remedies, and that pills were the be[’c form
for gwmg them " As he had been told that
F ERNEI.I Us was an author of great rt:putatmn, |
he barrowed hlm of me.” I fent it to hlm.
He looked i in the mdcx for the: word plll and
as he Imaglned that all pills were purges, he -
took the firft as the beft. . Thefe were the - pil,
-C_‘ynogiqﬁ thc dofe 9; whlch he fwallowed;
and, after drmkmg two or three glaﬁ'es of
warm beer, waited the cffe(ft and Io!’ it tnok
place agreeably to the i 1mag1natlen and he was
thus purged by opium, hyoﬂnarnus crocus, and

other anudyncs and af‘tnngents, le 3
obr i,

e

T *
P oaary ol

Foyce of Imagination.

. THE three fnlloWiﬁg cafes are brought for-
ward folely with the view of fhewing how the :
judgment yields, and how the body is aﬁ'ﬁéi;d
by reprefentations when they are of a certain
degree of ftrength, It would have been a2 -

very
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very eafy matter to have introduced a great
number of fuch cafes, for they are by no
means uncommon, but no new light would
‘have arifen from this; and thofe which are
here adduced are, - - therefore, fuppcfed 10 bc
fuﬁi(:lent for explammg the: fa& '

A youth was tempted, one day in Spring,
to bathe himfelf in frefth water, _;uﬂ: about the
period when the frogs begin to fpawn. * He
dived feveral times, and, on coming out of
the water, obferved the fpawn of the frogs.
He immediately imagined he muft have fwal=
lowed fome of it; and thisidea made fo ftrong
an impreflion on his mind, that he afterwards
believed young frogs were ‘gencrated in his:
ftomach and inteftines, which lived on the
meat and drink he fwallowed. ~Some years afs
terwards he began to ftudy medicine, proba- .
bly with the viewof curing himfelf. > He pro-
fecuted his ftudies with affiduity’’ for “feven
years; and after having travelled through Ger=
many, Italy, and Switzerland, he obtdined his
deg_r'ees with much applaufe; : Many were the!
remedies he tried to kill and expell his imagi-

nary
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nary frogs; and, wherever he went, he con-
fulted the firft phyficians of the place on his
cafe. '

On his return from Italy, in the year 1609, .
he committed his health to my care. I endea-
voured to convince him that his complaint was
mere flatulency, and that the fudden propulfion
of the wind, from one part of the inteftines
to the other, occafioned the noife. He argied
Itrongly againft this opinion, and tried to per- :
fuade me that it was ﬁot wind, but the voice of
real frogs which he heard. He argued himfelf
into a great pafflion in my prefence, and afked
me if I did not hear the frogs croak? He
contended; alfo, that the prefence of the frog
was demonftrated by its movements in the fto-
mach ; for when it was hungry it moved.and:
jumped about, and was:never ftill until ‘it was-
fed. I thought of giving him a purge, and of
caufing-a:live frog to be put inte ‘the clofe:
ftool, in order to free him from his conceit.’
But, as he was well acquamted with ‘médicine,.

he was full as cunning as myfelf. r 29a1g3h-

He
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He requefted I would order him fuch reme-
dies as were efficacious in killing infeds,
worms, ferpents and toads. But, althnugh
I obeyed his requeft in this, and gave him fuch
remedies for upwards of a quarter of a year,
no frog appeared. I was at laft tired, and
told him his error in as firong language as I

- could; endeavouring to convince him, by
argument, that if a frog had got into
his ftomach it could not live. He began,
at laft; to be convinced of the error he was in,

~ and thanked me for my pains.

Prarteri, Obs. lib. 1. p. 43.

It is afferted by Lucian, that when Arcu -

- Laus, acelebrated Greek actor, performed the
part of Andromeda, in a tragedy of Euri-
pides, feveral of the fpectators (Abderites)
were feized with delirium; fome at the time
of performance, others a day or two after-
wards. During this delirium, they did nothing
but declaifn in a theatrical manner, and great-
ly lamented the fate of Andromeda.—
Nor. T~ G | Van
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Vax SwicTen iz Boevbaave C'ammmr. tom. ii.
P 592 :

That {uch an effet might be produced on
a people, whofe imagination fo greatly fur-
pafled their judgmentas that of the Abderites,
is not unlikely., They are reported to have been
a people of weak mind, and extremely fuperfti-
tious. Thave feen inftances, feveral times, inthis
country, of ladies being carried out of the
theatre in an hyfterical delirium, when Mrs,
Siddons has played Ifabella,

X e
- (Vide Vol I1. p. 43.)
11_1 Butler’s Lives of the Sa_i'nts_, %1.' for
the month of O&ober, there is a full account
of Sanfla Terefa; but which, from being

-unnecefiarily prolix, is too long to be inferted
here, ' | ' | |

The following ene I have Cﬂpit‘d- from my
friend Mr. Townsenp’s Tour through Spain,
; : ' ~ Vol

¥
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~ Vol. 2. p. 100. It is extracted from BuTLER’S
Work, and is done with fpirit and judgment.

<« The life of 8. Teresa, lately publifhed
among thofe of other faints, by the Rev. A.
BuTier, is peculiarly interefling, Her frame
was naturally delicate, her imagination lively,
and her mind, incapable of being fixed by
trivial objeds, turned with avidity to thofe
~ which religion offered, the moment they were
prefented to her view. But :unﬁ)rtunately'
meeting with the writings of St. Jerom, fhe
~ became enamoured of the monaftic life, and 2
quitting the line for which nature defigned
her, fhe renounced the moft endearing ries,
‘and bound herfelf by the irrevocable. vow.
Deep melancholy then feized on her, and in-
creafed to fuch a degree, that for many days
the lay both motionlefs and fenfelefs, like one
who is in a trance. Her tender frame, thus
_fhaken, prepared her for extafies and vifions,
{uch as it might appear invidious to repeat,
were they not related by herfelf, and by her
greateﬁ admirers. She tells us, that in the
fervour of her devotion, fhe not only became

infenfi-
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infenfible to every thing around her, but that
yer body was often lifted up from the earth,
although fhe endeavoured to refift the motion;
and Bifhop Yzprz relates in particular, that
when fhe was going to receive the eucharift at
Avila, fhe was raifed in a rapture higher than
the grate, through which, as is ufual in nun.
neries, it was prefented to her. She often
heard the voice of God when fhe was reco-
vered from a trance, but fometimes the devil,
by imitation, endeavoured to deceive her; yet
fhe was always able to detect the fraud., She
frequently faw St. Peter and St. Pavi fltand.
ing on her left hand, whilft our Lord prefented
himfelf before her eyes in {fuch a manner, that
it was impoffible for her to think it was the :
devil; yet, in obedience to the church, and
by the advice of her confeffor, the infulted
the vifion, as fhe had been ufed to do the evil .
{pirits, by crofling herfelf, and making figns
of fcorn. Once, when fhe held in her hand
the crofs which was at the end of her-beads,
our Lord took it from her, and when he re-
ftored it, fhe faw it compofed of four large
gems incomparably more precious than dia-
- ~ monds,
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monds. Thefc had his five wounds engraved
upon them after a2 moft curious manner; and
he told her that the fhould always fee that
fame appearance: and fo fhe did; for from
that time fhe no longer faw the matter of
which the crofs was made, but only thefe

_ precious ftones, although no one faw them
but herfelf. Whenever devils appeared to
her in hideous forms, fhe foon made them
keep their diftance by {prinkling the ground
with holy water. She had often the happi-
nefs of feeing fouls freed from purgatory,
and carried up ‘to heaven; but fhe never
faw more than three which efcaped the
purifying flame, and thefe were F. Prrer
of Arcantara, F. Ivaenez, and a Carmelite
friar. |

“ It is’ acknowledged, that many of her

- friends, diftinguithed for their good fenfe and
piety, after examination, were of opinion,
that fhe was deluded by the devil; yet fuch
was the complexion of the times, that the was
at laft univerfally regarded as a faint. She
had indeed every thing needful to conciliate

‘ 3 the
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the good opinion of her friends, and the
admiration of the ‘multitude. The grace-
fulnefs and dignity of her appearance, the
foftnefs of her manners, and the lovelinefs
of her difpofition, the quicknefs of her wit, '
the ftrength of “her underftanding, and fhg
fire of _hqr imagination, a}l her natural ac-
complifhments receiving luftre from her ex-
alted piety and zea], from the.fan&ity of
her life, and the feverity of her difcipline,
all confpired to eftablifh her reputation, as

- one that had immediate intercourfe Wwith
heaven. ; ' '

e It is curious, yet moft humiliating, to
{ce a perfon of this defcription, amiable and
refpectable as 5t. TerEsa, deceived, and, with
the beft intentions, deceiving others. In this -
inftance, we can readily account for the delu-
fion from the delicacy and weaknels of her
frame, the ftrength of a difturbed imagina-
tion, and the prevalence of {uperftition. But
when we fee men of the fineft underftandings,
in perfect health, of different and diftant na-

7 tions,
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tions, in all ages, treading upon the fame in-
chanted ground, we can only wonder; for

who can giveany rational account of the aber-
rations of our reafon??
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s

. Delirium
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Vefaniz; how arranged, Vol.Il. p. 336, et leq. .

Vicentinus; his illufion, Vol. 1. p. 218,

Vifion ; fingle with two eyes, not to be explained on mathe-
matical principles, Vol. I, p. g8,

Voelkener Daniel; his cafe, Vol. II. P. 200.

Volition ; how excited, Vol. II, p.68. S0

; how it fails to produce the intended effefls,

Voal, 1L, Pa _82- ) ! s
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