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16 TUMOR IMPLICATING THE NERVES OF THE LEFT SIDE.

" TUMOR INVOLYVING CERTATN

NERVES.

To the Editor of the Medical Gazette.
Bin, :
T¢ you are of opinion that the points
connected with physiology and patho.
logy in the following eise, render it
worthy of &I.El“e in your very raluable
publication, I shall be much obliged to
You to give it insertion.
am, sir, your obedient servant,
Epw. BeLiece Hane, ML.R.C.S,
Honse-Surgeon to the Stalford County General
Infirmary.
- Beptember 11, 1833,

Thomas Willetts, aged 40, married,
of an unhealthy complexion, was ad-
mitied to the Infirmary, under the care
of Dr. Knight, on the Sth of lase June,
He had been attacked a month before
'm\pah,;ti«n%]ing- and nutebsess alon
the eourse of the ulnar nerve of the le
arm, which- was most severa at the
elbow, where there had also been some
swelling and reduess.  There was, heo
sides, pain thiough the left shomkder,
-exteniling across ihe chest to the oppo-
site side, and upwards to the left eye
amd teeth of that side; also a sense of
pulsation in different parts of the bady,
and sleepless nighis.  The tongue wis
clean, appetite good, ne congh, or phy-
sical sign of pulmonary dizease, and
the seeretions were all natoral,
. After acarelnl examination, the only
cause that coulld be discovercd to ac-
eonnt for his symploms was a small
tumor, situated in the **inferior trians
gular space,” on the lelt side of the
meck, which it was possible might be
produsing some pressure o the origins
of the nerves moing to form the brachial
plexos ; the pulse at the wrist was eqoal
1o that ef t[:c other wem.  The tomor,
however, did not appear to be more than
an enlarged gland, and the diseaze was
supposed to be of a sevofulous nuture,
] -?.n addition to the foregoing symp-
Aoms, the pupil of the left eye beeame
confracted 5 and the levator palpebrm
ceased to perform its office, the general
irriiabiliy inereased almost 1o manie,
and the bowels beeame very torpid.  In
about three weeks after his admission,
the pains and distressing sensztions ap-
~peared to be inereased, the pulze had
E_ Leum quicker, there were signs of de-

gradual]

“tritions fond.

bality, with numbness amd  coldness of
the lower extremities ; also by this time
the tomer of the neck bad become mare
extensive, and possessed a remarkable
degres of bardness. ki

On the 20th of July he had almost
entirely losi the power of sensation and
motien in the lower extremities ; and in
a day or two afterwards there was a
L‘nlﬂ'plﬂte retention of wrine.,. The ea-
theter was used for about 4 week, when
the nrine again flowed, bet withont his
,eii:f‘ conscious of it; but he conld
Eur y empty the bladder when he chose,

¥ the pressure of the diaphragm,
soareel ,Pif at all, assisted pif} gthq-
abdominal wuscles.  Oun  the 25th

aslough began to make ils appearance
over the sacrum, but it oecastoned him
no pain.  On the 12th of August

process af slouphing set in mrer:é&% oy

trochanter, he having heen aliernately.
Taid on etther side, in order to aveid the
uleer on the back. By this time the
tumor of the neck had very mnch in-
creased in zize and promivence ; - the
three uleers beenme very extensive, and
the an Ipuh_ltinn copions ; lis strength
¥ failed Gl the 26th of Angust,
when (rismus came on with paralysis of
the muscles of deglutition and expeeto-
ration's and he died from su'fﬁ:u'e:ﬁjﬁ"é,f
four w'elock on the follewing murning,
With  vespeet to the treatment,
I may observe that apiates procured
bim sleep, and relieved the pain
withoit any vopleasant effect, and the
eves boeame more equally opencd, and
the pupils. more symmetrienl when he
awole in the morning.  The repetition
for a few days of exeeedingly small
doses of blue pill, which le took with
extract of henbane, produced soreness
of the gams and the wmercurial breath,
Leeches and Dblisters were repeatedly
apphied over the tumor, but without any
effect.  When the extract of helladonna
was applied, the pupil of the lelt eye
recoversd ils watural size for a time.
Tonics and stimulants nffrner], and no
duubt prevented his “sinking so soon as
he otherwise would have done, fiem the
inroads of the disease.  For some time
also, his appetite did not fail him, an
he took considerable quantities of nu-

Postanortem tnspection.—The oxami-
mation of the body was begum twenty.
eight hours alter death : it was now
greatly emaciated. There was ‘mdema
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to o small extent in the legs and left

arm. 1 3
_ The brain and spinal prolongation
and their investing 'mem];:-mnes were
carefally examined, but no discase of
any kind was The optic
nerves were of the same size and firm-
ness: that portion of the medulla spi-
nalis which =wells into the cauda
equina was particnlarly firm ; there was
little or no fluid in great eavity of
the arachneid, not a large quantity in
the lateral ventricles, and that in the
spinal canal inconsiderahle,
Lsseetion of the twmor.—After dis-
| secting back the skin and platisma,
I fom t[fm left side of the neck, the su-
perficial cervical faseia was found to he
| unusmlly dead, and thie cellular tissue
~ about it infiltrated with serous fluidl.
It being removed, the tumor presented
. s irregular surface, and was found to
possess the hardness of schirrs.  Some
. considerable veins passed into its sub-
~ stanee, and it extended under the sterno-

eleido-mastoidens and trapezivs, rais-
s ing on its surface  the omo-hyoid,
I sterno-hyoid, and  thyroid 3 which,
however, were not  implicated in

the disease. After the removal of
these the tumor was seen o extend
upwards as far as the origin of the bra.
# :&ul plexus, The earotid artery, inter-
~ mal jugular vein, and puenmo-gastric
merve, passed into its substance ; the
~ first remaining pervicus, the two last
st and transformed into the diseased
ucture, as were also the phrenic
eganil further down the sympathetic,
th its Towest cervical ganglion. The
gular vein above the tomor was atro-
and the preymo-gastric nerve wag
ematous, mmmhnus mass exX.
under the clavicle, the latter
removed, and the following were
relations :—The subelavian
and vein passed inte its sub-
hat portion of the anterior sca-
Which separates the artery and
anil mearly the whale of the
being included in the disease,
inguishable, Both the artery
wi ervious, but the latter
coagulom of a deep
tumor extended in-
ea and arieria
amd  =obelavian
far as the aorta,
at the junction of
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its arch with the descending portion.
The thoracie duct passed into and was
lost in the disease, as also were the re-
current laryngeal nerve, and the veins
accompanying the branches of the sub-
clavian artery,—the branches of that
artery themselves passing through the
tumor withont being eonverted into its
nature. The tumor lay upon the bra-
chial plexus, being firmly attached to
the spine at the origin of the thind and
fourth nerves of the plexus, both which
were inseparable from it.

Upon eutting into the anterior sarface
of the scirrhus, watery pus escaped, and
the surrounding  cellular tissue was
cedematons. 'IFhe darcinomatous mass
extended itselfin company with the last
eervical and first dareal nerves between
the transverse processes, and into the
intervertebral foramina as far as to the
dura mater, which appeared beginning
to be implicated ; but the canal was
perfect, and the appearance of the theea
of the medulla notat all altered. There
was no appearance of carcinoma in any
other part of the body.

OpseErvaTions, -—%’he case seems to
be interesting as an instance of glandu-
lar seirchus in the male,  The conmexion
of the disease with the distress and pa=
ralysis along the eourse of the ulnar and
median nerves iz obvious, and is evi-
denee in confirmation of the assertion
that these nerves can be traced throngh
the plexus to the last cervical and first
dorsal merve, which I believe Boyer
denies. The paralysis of the levator
palpebree, which receives a branch from
the third pair; the comtraction of the
pupil; the pain of the teeths the dis-
tressing sensation across the upper part
of the chest; the paraplegiay the sense
of pulsation in various parts of the bady 5
and the maniacal distorbance of l{é
mind, eannot, I apprehend, be referred
to amy direct communication between
the structural disease and these several
affections, but rather they must be re-
garded as an instance of that remote
sympathy which is found to exist be-
tween distant parts of the same indivi-
dual, and is most frequently displayed
in persons of a nervous temperament,
The eedema of the arm might possibly
depend on the existence, daring life, of
the ulum found in the sn%c]atian
veins g but the swelling of the elbow,
which occurred at a much earlier date,
could searcely be supposed to depend on

L
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18 MR, WHITEHOUSE ON CASTS OF ANATOMICAL SPECIMENS.

iment o the cireulation at
thut ad, and is interesting as shew-
ing how pain and drritation of the
nerves of a part, existing only sympa-
thetieally with a distant cause, may
lead to structaral alteration o such part,
and is parallel 10 what ecenrs in hyste-
rical females, of which T have seen man
examples. The stoppage of the thoracie
duct withont much emaciation, perhaps is
rallel to maintenance of ** enbonpoint™
y hysterical patients, with the most
eomplete aiorexia for very long periods.
The length of time durmg which the
patient was bed-ridden, and the degree
of emaciation and debility, taken toge-
ther, were not sufficient to account, of
themselves, for the sloughs over the sa-
ernin and hip, which probably owed
their existence to the paralysis of the
merves of animal ife 3 and the fact tends
to demonstrate the influence of this part
of the economy over the notritive func-
Lioms.

any im

~ CASE OF VARICOSE VEINS,

TREATED BY MEANS OF THE TWISTED
SUTURE.

( Commurnicated by Sir Jas, Macgrigor, Bart.)

L —

Anprew Ross, aged 32, 84th regiment,
admitted into hospital on 12th Jaly,
18:48, with a large uleer over the front
of the right lee.  The skin is unhealthy
‘aver the whole of the lower part, from
‘ol cicatrices.

' Thiz man has served in the West
Indies for ten years, and states that
for the last five {e has been subject to
constant ulceration of the lew, and en-
Targement of the veins, which are now
of & considerable size, and in a varieose
state, from the proin to the ankle. The
diseased branches on the leg are no-
merons, and very tortuons.  Under
these eireumstances there was no hope
of permanently caring the oléeration
without first euring the varieose veins.
With this view, seven common sargical
meedles were inserted under the different
dispased hranches, and the  twisted
suture applied firmly to compress the
eides of the veins, COne of the needles
was put under the saphena, about the
widdle of the thigh. Slight inflamma-
tion was produced from the mneedles,
ulearation gradually went on, and the
needles completely uleerated  through,

and finally came away on the eleventh,
thirteenth, and fifteenth days after in-
sertion.

The uleer o the leg got quite well,
and the man was discharged to duty on
the 17:h  Aungust, feeling very com-
fortable about the leg, and withont any
enlarwement of the saphena vein in the
upper part of the thigh and groin left.

A MeLvin,
Surgeen to the Foroes.

Partamouth,
318t August, 1658,

CASTS OF ANATOMICAL SPE-
CIMENS,

To the Editor of the Medical Gazette,
S, -

I sxo to forward you, for publication,

an account of the process for ensting

from  morbid anatomical  specimens,

which hLas lately received lEe silver

medal of the Bociety of Aris.

The necessary dexterity is 2o easily
acquired, and the expense is so trifling,
that many may be indueed to make trial
of this method of preserving their pre-
parations j—and as these are days in
which any, even the smallest discovery
in art or seience, seems to fornish sub-
jeet for attack and vivlent discussion, T
would here wish 1o disavow any origi-
nality as to the nature of the composi-
tion of which the moulds are made, the
undermentioned ingredients m o various
proportions having been in use amongst
modellers and workers in  plaster for
sOme yeirs,

The preparation (whether in the re-
eent state, or having been preserved in
spivit or in solution of any sort) is
wiped nearly dry, and then arranged,
so as best to display ite peeoliariti
upen & wooden Eah of the I‘aqui@
size and shape, this baving been previ-
ously saturated with water, and wiped
nmr{y dry:

Having been slightly fustened 1o this
slab by means of pins, and all those
parts in the sobsequent relieving of
which any difficulty is to be agrre_
heuded baving been supported or filled
up with moistened linen rag, the whole
is immersed slowly amd gradoally (at
an angle of 40 to 45 degrees) in the
mehognumpmitiun.* Being withdrawn

® Ihie consists of Burguudy pitch aod pure
bees” wax, each one pound; yellow resin, two
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